
Journal of the Bluo Jilountains Speleolog ical Club. 

f-.'n .. r "... ...., .. ' ~... " 
, VOLUT'IE 129 No.1 

Post Office Box 37, 

fl Ijf1.N)3~1l9_Q]L· .. Jt.}3.. ·}L~_-333.2 
pq"" t. J"t.tl .• l"' - ... ·F T n •• 

CONTENTS 

COHI"D-Jl'TT ~ .A. note to contributors • 

HELIG-Q]3LINS • 

., ,. 

AUG·U;ST, 

THE FLOYD COLLINS HOJ. '·WR ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0000 ,-000 

CLIEFDEN CAVIlS ACCESS • • 

HIGH EXPECTATION-S ~ Aha ppy ending 

FRm,1 THE LIBRARY : Selocte d excerpts 

B .M.S.C. CONTACT LIST ••• .G Q ~.O ••• 

TECHI'HQUES ~ Useful cLilubimg ;~tids for 

TRIP Rt PORTS ~ r,Ie EJ..lling ful suCtse stions 

RA...'lli PAINT Hms FOUnD 

BON VOYAGE 

cavers • 

CLIEFDEN CAV~3 : Numbering and nomenclature 

. . . 

'. . 
. . 

. . . 
II 0 0 • 

BOOK REVIEW: il }jushwalking in the Blue 1I[oun-cains ll • 

ABS:cJILING ~ A HISTORICAL NOTE • • • • . • • 

HONmUFICABILITUDINITY . • • • • • • • • 

SB10GT:Jmms - Number 2 • • • • " 0 • • 

Solution to Humber 

o 0 0 • 

o • • " • 

. . . . 
FINANCIAL i3TA1'ZI'/L.:;NT - 12 Months to 31 st. December, 1980 

FOIl SALE ITEHS oooo.ooooooooo~.oo 

JACK'S JOKES 

TUG LmJ - AHO'l'I-LJR NYSTERY 

Jenolan. 

Pilchors }{ill. 

Bungonia. 

Cliefden. 

JenoI2J1. 

Ihrch 

April 

lVIay 

t..Tun e 

June • 

June 

• 0 " • • 

• • 0 • " 

. . " " . . . 

__ .. t 

1931 

R..~i.~. 
1 

2 

3 

6 

8 

9 

9 

11 

13 

14 
16 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

23 

24 

27 

25 
25 
26 

27 

28 

23 

• •• 

I 
, { 

! 
I 

I 
! 

I 
i 
! 
f 

! . 
I 
! 

I , 

Cont. over 



I 
! 

I 

I 

CONTE}:ITTS CONT' D. ... ---.-.~ .... -... , ............. -- .-.---- . -~ .. -.--

\ ' 1 'VI., 
\ -........... . 

Cliefdcm. 

Wallie 

Jenolan. 

Vlyanbene. 

Jenolan .• 

" ,plioiden. . 
Valli. 
J • ~ ... .., 

. 'Cliefden. 
,_ " .• _, .. ......-. _._ ...... ~_ ... '4 ........ . ... " .... . 

:8u....ng onia • 

Tasmania. 

August . . 

August . . 

OOLTIE 12(1) 

. . . . 
~ilir.~ • 
30 
30 

AUGust 
October 

October 
November 

• ~ • • • • 0 • • 31 
o • • 0 • • • • • • 32 

) . ; ~ 

October 

November • • ... ~,-~...... ..". _."" --
:GTovember 

Docembor • 

. . . 
. . . 

. • o· 

. . . ~ 

. . . 

33 
~ ( " 

33 

33 
.<- •. - '.'3"4: 

35 
35 

ltilE YOU BRIGHT - NtE YOU SNART? . . . . • • . • . . .. 35 

1.--------------------------------------------. 
Edited and Published by Ian S. Bogg . 

Publication Date~ September, 1931 

OOLITE is published throe times per year 

Subscription and Journa l exchange enquiries to bo directed to 
the Secretary. 

t · 

.. , 

\ 

~ r 

l 
r 

\ 

l 

t 

\ 



OOL1TE 1 2 (1 ) 

C O\V11\/ll f\IT A NOTE TO 
CONi f.~ IBU TOF<S 

The response to n::T plea for publishable material has been 
excepttonally good thanks to the efforts of a fe",; members. I 
mal,w no apology if this issue appears to favour certain Club 
mombers? because it ".. ... eflects the ir contribut ion. 

HmTO"70r , this editorial is n ,ot a ploa for furthor matcrial as 
it is directed specifically to the contributors of OOLITE 
(present and future) 0 The fol101ving informa tion ",mrrants some 
attention and should not be takon as a criticism, but, as a 
guide for the ovorall j.nprovel11ent of our J·ournal. 

References covering material or information source(s) should 

1 • 

be citod and listed a lphabetically a t tho cmd of your article 
and they must be accurate. Tho fol101dng form should be used in 
sequential order ~-, Author( s) Surname; Initials; Publication 
Date; Title of Article and/or Pub lication N:amo~ Volume and 
Issue N'L1IDber if applicable; relevan,t page numbers. 

Example ~ 

NcClure, H. Elliot; 1 961 ~ Batu Caves, Ha.J'_~ls);.8fl:.}'lG.l_t~~2~_~I. 
&~ivorsary Issue, 73-78 

fJIorris 1 
,.., 
:J 0 , 1968 ~ History of Abercrombie Caves 5 IT.S.W. JI<?~?...k 

A~sj~ .. !_ ,~el~e_o~! F~.£. 3.2 2-6 

Similarly, if any manuscript has been adapted, abridged, 
abstracted, condensod or roprinted from an original article, 
an appropriate note 1,oJith reference / source must be made. 

Because of production method and tight budget, it is not 
possible to have malJ.3 , diagrams etc embodied vTithin the tex+' 
( except for very simple ones within tho scope of the editor's 
ab ility). Generally , they y ill be produced as a photocopy 
insert page. I.imitec1 phot orc~ duct ion facilit ies are available 
for oversize maps etc, I1hich need to be reduced to fit the 
format size. 

All artvwrlc should 'be prepared ready for production within a 
m&"Cimmo. size format of 175 x 260mm, and must b e black on 'Ii/hite 
for real definit ion :.lnd clarity. 

If you cannot print neatly by hand, then the use of stencil 
lettering templates, typwriter (Clean type faco) , transfer 
lettering Gtc i s stronGly recorm:l1ended. Please take care of line 
thicknesses and s i ze and heavinoss of print if diagram or map 
has to be reduced to tho format size. 

ALL Al1T-vWRK i3I-rOULD lLf.J D:8Tvf8BN STIFF CAam10AHJ) TO EillVENT DAJ\TAGE. 



2. OOLITE 12(1) 

Layout. 
~---","--..,. -

Normally~ layout and presentation i s at the discl'eation of the 
Editor, but, every el-ieavour I.iill be made to accomodate any 
specific requests or cre a tmcnt of material submitted for I 
publication. ' 

A little care and at 'u':;ntion to detail and present8:i:;ion I·rill 
greatly assist in thL production of OOYJITE. It also means the 
difference beh'lG en a Journal smd A J'OUllNAL - let 1 s be tho latter. 

A ray of ge lden daisios o'er the hillside~ 

A tinkljng silver, chuckling, elfin sound; 

A scrat chirl.?; little scamper in the moonlight; 

A g rey-c.-1.d-crimson feathe r on tho ground. 

And caverns filled vIi th phant om~throated echoes; 

Each grot toed rock a ilwallygoblin's1i l air; 

A "t'lillo~lGd lako of myriad reflect ions, 

And \'lis}~3 of mem l ry in 'che listlning a ir. 

Allover a1'1_ 9 the hand of 1.mtold agos, 

Nagic an 1 haunt ing as a bell-b ird 's chime, 

Hovering 9 s :~ell-·like, upon g lance Emd footstep ~ 

Nysterio-.ls witcl::lGry of change - and time! 

The ab ove poem \'las f ~rst publj_slwd in the b ooh: liThe vJizard 
of Je.l1olan l1 by Nuri Nass in 1 9~·6. 

Selected extracts I,dll appaar in future issues •. Just to wet your 
appert i te 9 have you h ,']ard of liDilly the }J ird Woman; The White 
3tar rl[an; \llallygob; The Cava Brothers; Heligoblins; rl[r. Tite~ 
\fuat did the 1.1 i ght Im}J say to the Left Imp; ....... 11 you will 
just have to vmit and see tho next installment. 

{:z Ian Bogg. 

~ I 
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N.S.W. 

INTRODUCTION. 
Louise & Terry Coleborn. 

Thrs~-artlcle will be in several parts, and is designed to help 
give a greater understanding of the life that exists in the 
caves. 1,lhen we first start exploring and crm.rling around in 
caves, they only appear to be dark lifeless voids, but, with a 
little patience and tiIl1e, we find that most caves abound ,'lith 
tiny invertabrate anjmals. 

Part 1, is an introduction to the fauna found in the caves, 
other parts will deal with the different orders and families 
that are present in -the undergroung paradises we all like to 
explore. 

Caves provide a very unique environment and this is usually 
divided into three zones ~-

1 • Ey:rt1.:®-£~:L_Zoll~ ~ The area around the doline and entrance 
to the cave. 

2. 1Ji~~t.AQ.f~~. :' Is where some light is present and green 

3. 

plants can still grovl. 

Dark Zone~ Is v-rhere the light is absent altogether, 
and is further sub-divided into two 
zones. 

___ ......... ~,..-. =--.-......-..-'>8 

a) 

b) 

Transitional Zone ~ A zone lihich has a daily 
varfafion-~in temperature and humidity. 

T!:~&:h9..._Z one ~ Is vlhere the temperature has very 
little va riation and the humidity is ahmys high. 

Each of the zones are divided into areas ~~ 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Ceilings. 

Walls. 

Floors. 

The next section will shm1 the distribution of the cave animals 
in the above zones. 

1 • Entrnnco Zone: 
a) C~JJ:jpE§~ ~ mosqui toe s, moths 9 w"as ps 9 

flies. 

centipedes, millipedes, 
geckes. 

snails, millipedes, 
springtailes. 
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2. 

3. 
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cr~ckets , spiders. 

beetles, snails, millipedes, 
springtails. 

a) QE2.~J-_:j.P£9.~ bat s , crickets, spiders. 

harvestmen, crickets, 
millipedes. 

CLve animals have di-fferent degrees of adaptation to cave life. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

From ' .,~ '.e G"~ eek "'iOrds 9 troglos (cave ) and 
xenos (que :;t). An. animal that habitually 
enter[, c aV8S but must return to the 
surfa(. ' pe"~iodically for certain of its 
Jivint; requ irements, usually food. The 
c:ntrar. ·;e z ,·:o.e of the cave is usually 
jnhabj. ';ed .( empora rily by animals that 
Jive ~ · ') ove the g:'ound but move into the 
(ave f :)r protect J.on. Y.lat s hibernate in 
(!aves;ont inuous~.y during winter. 
1 \~cillgal'00s "md 1;fa=.lab i e s ~ moths and 
!Osquit 08S take :" efuge in caves to avoid 
.;xtremo heat 9 co~.d or st orms. Trogloxenes 
1.ever complete tl 'eir '\·/hole life cycles 
~J1 a c ': ,ve envirm ment 0 

+":r_o,c,J . .ol2:-J:Li~)? ~ lirom t :;" og los (cm·e) a nd phileo (love) 0 

'I'hey 'u,cnall? inh~ l . bi'G 'c '\.filiCht or the dark 
?;ones •. Although th is 2;roup are regular ly 
found .;.n caves t J:-13y ca n and do survive 
oLlt cl id e of caves provided the environr,1ent 
:: ,s moir,t and dark. Thoro two levels of 

;~ roglophiles; First l eve l trog lophile iJ 
l'2e found both inside the cave a ;J.d can be 
qls o found livine on the surface. 
3:.: cond level troglophiles are fonnd only 
in caV8S but exhibit no morpholog ical 
ad.aptat ions to the environluent 0 

~:£.Q€il<?E);..'t~s~ i:<'rom troglo.~j (cave), bios (life). Th i s 
f' )rm l : . .'1e pJrmanently in the dark zonu 
l~ld arc end :mic to caves. 11b.ey usuall=: 
3> 0'W s ( j aG form of adaptat ion, s'l'.1.ch as 
:,,_" duced pignent, longer legs or antenr,a. 
30me he.ve v""'X.'y small eyes and others 
1 ne at all , 

Australian caves have rr ry f( '.1 tr C'::;-lobi~es, but aI'·::; "ell ene ov.J'8d 
with se cond-·level trog Lr phil . . ~ 0 

Cave animals like any ;::-:':'-, imal need[, food. matorial to cont inually 
exist in a cave. No gr ~Gn plants f T'm,;r i 1, the dark zones of the 
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caves due to the lao~ of sunra ys nec e s s ary to . provide the 
energy required for. :Jhcit osynthe s is. Therefore all tho nutrient 
materi ':1] . has to be b'r ought in from t he surface. This material 
may b e c a rried in directly by flO1'T ing 'it,rater and sinkhole debris 
or i no_·]_:r.'o ct l y by dropping s from a nima ls tha t feed on the out
sid2 1YJ_~ r 0 t u rn to t- ,e ca ve to re s t. Spores and fungi are 
c a rrie:l in b y slight air movement and currents a nd also by the 
b odies of animals . 0 ;:-ganic mat e rial i s also r e turned to the . 
ca-ve e-Y).vironment fro'::l the dead bodies and droppings of larger 
anima:!. .s ~ eg .? ba:-c gu :'l_no is an i mpo:::-tant nutrient material in 
s ome cav.a s. Thie r e c=rcling of material is ]{nmm as the cave 
f ~od ~/i:::" '2 

Diagram b e low illus trat e s hOI" c ave silt 9 forms the main basis 
of food for the smaL~er cave anima ls such as millipedes and 
springtails 'i'ihich in turn provide food for the larger animals 
such a s cricket s 9 -be e tles a nd spide r s . 

(rhe dashed bOXG S ind :Lca t o the food is derive d from the surfa ce • 

,..---, 

1

_----- - ---- -- '1 
Harvestmen 
psue dosc c rPions! 
Centipedes 

~\---
, 

'-_-<oJ IBats~ 

I Cricke ts 
Ileetle s 

Millipe des 
Spring t a ils 

,---:---, 
t Cave B.a t s ....,...., . .. C> DROPPINGS t ___ ..... __ ._t 

. - - _. - '- - - - -, 
: 1'~osqui toes I 

I Flies t 
I Gnats '- ______ ..J 

Noore, G. vi . 9 Nicholae Su lliv8Il f G. ~ L3J2.~1.~ . ..<?.l~ __ ~~~.12-t..~9x. , .£.f. 
Caves. 

Nohr., Poulson. ~ fhe _~ite_ , _9J:.-..:'f.h~_Q.§""\D_~ .. ·--~-
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THE F LOY [J COLLINS l-tORROR o 

Ian Bogg. 

THl'] STA1!'F OF THE LOUI3VILLB j·OUH.NAL l IT IUlifTUCKY COULD HEVERGET 

\ 

I 
ENTHU3IA3TIC ABOUT vlOHJ{ ON SUNnA.YS HOll THAT 'viAS TH1'J ONE DAY IN • \ 
TH~ WE£lK NOTHING SEEIIL.iD TO HAPPEN. IT WA3 JUST LIKE 'rIiAT ON 
3UND.LY HORNING F~2]BRUA}lY 1, 1 925. 

Then a story from a c crres p ondent in Central Kentucky lvas 
dropped on the n81'lS editors desk conce rning a local hick being 
tra pped in a limestone cave . A junior reporter lras' assigned to 
follow it up. 

TH:!::) STORY THE ]:{GPORT.,iL 3EFT ~3ACK HIT TiiB JOURNALS Fn.ONT PAGE 
Ai\rJ) SPAfJillD 02 A vlAVI:, OF H TTEIDiST TEAT BUH.ST OVER AIT8RICA FROM 
COAST TO COAST. 

Floyd Collins was a member of a family \fho farmed in the b,ills 
not far from the nmV' renown ]\~ammoth Cave. In 1 922 Floyd w-h o was 
fascinatod by the cave discovered the chamber known as the 
Crystal Cave by a ccident .~. he fell into it through a cove red 
hole! After this he s pent a ll his spare time looking f or 
another entrance into the T-Iamffioth Cav e complex . In January 1925 
h e loca ted a fissure at the b ottom of a sand pit. Hoping this 
might lead Lnt 0 the cave complex he becsan 'tv-onning his i,..ray down 
this meandering rocky c orridor. Iie had g one almost 60 metres 
vhen suddenly a g r eat r ock fe ll from the roof p inning his legs. 
Hot only 'Has h is legs y inned a nd burning 'Hi th pain, but the 
fissure lv8.S so n a rrOvl t hat his arms l ay by his s ide a nd he was 
bare ly ab l e to move them. 

It wasn't untill tho n ext day after spending a pa infull night 
with freez ing 'tvuter dr~ :?ping on h i s f a ce that he uas found by 
a 14 year old b oy searc linc; f or the overdue Collins. 

lIGi t my brothe r Hener ' 'J ollins gasped . 
• l'rell him for Pete 1 s salm to g i t me out of here! n 

Homer Co11ins 'vas a big man and i t took hiL.'1 s ome time t o r each 
his brother Ivfl ere h e fe d him b r ead and bacon 9 spooned coffe e 
into ~lis nouth and made a hess i an pilloll f or Floyd. Homer 
a :s surod Floyd tha t he and some ne ighbours ,,!oul d s oon have h im 
out. By dusk 20 mon with diCC:: ine; tools were in t he sand pit 
unsure w·hat to do. FinaJ ly t he y looped a rope around Floyd's 
shoulders to form a ha r I'.e ss and pnll him out . At the fi r s t tug 
Floyd's agonising scre ams I'Tere so horrifyinG t hat Some r cu t the 
rope. 

The next tactic viaS to chip m,Tay a t the passage lo.Jalls in an 
attempt to vl iden it. But only one man could l'l Orl< a t a time on 
the hard limestono . 

\ 

\ 
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Floyd had been j_n th(; cav e some 40 hours when the young reporter 
arrived on tho scene and slithe red dmvn to h im. J:<' loyd in a 
dreadfull state mana{~ed to mumble lIS ometimes I pray, sometimes 
I holler, sometimes C jest li.e and think how go od the sunshine 
would look. I sleep a bit and I dream of w"hito angels bringirt.-g 
plates of sandwiches. I don't feel me l egs no more. I gue ss 
they must be busted proper. i1 

So sentational were the press reports tha t sightseers, pressmen 
and newsreel cameramen began arriving, which becfiJIle so much of 
a problem that Governor Fields in Louisville sent a detachment 
of militiamen to cont rol them. The track from the nearby Cave 
City vTaS soon congested ,,"dth motor a nd horse drawn vehic18s of 
all descript ions. 'rho gouhls attracted by one mans' agony 
passed the tllne gorging on hot dogs, guzzling liquor and 
patronised hastily erect ed sideshm'fs. 

Even Floyds' fath8r g ot in on the act by s81ling literature 
advertising the Crystal Cave 1vhich his trapped son discovered. 
~he scene above the cave illustrated human nature at its IN"Orst. 

:r-1eanvlhile Floyd Coll i ns still ab le to t ake a little nourish
ment made a p18a that his legs be amput ated. ~"Iis family 
offered ~;; 500 to any sur geon who "I'lould do the job - Q doctor 
from a Chicago hospit al (Dr. Haz l e tt) r esponded and eventually 
reached Collins 9 but amputation "I'las impos sible because he 
could not reach or g :-;t his hands below the now almost 
unconscious mans' shJulders. 

On February 14 a furt her mass of rock f e ll from the corridors 
roof complotely cutting off Collins from the outside world. 
When this ne v-lS ";)roli:e more s ightseerD beGan pouring in adding 
to the ca rniva l atmo .::;phere and hindering rescue activities . 
The Kentu.cky Asphalt Company prepared and sent a team of shaft 
sinkers, the Nashville Ra il"way CompanJr prepared a special train 
vlith 100 men to go with it, a Professor of Geology from the 
Bureau of Hines, prollhets and spiritualists, heavy trucks laden 
with drilling and hOisting machinery, tra ctors carrying 
dynamite were all he 3,ding to the rescue site. But it was a ll 
useless. 

By February 8 over a vveek after Floyd 1vas trappe d more than 
10,000 people SI'larme(1 over the HanmlOth Cave area ,{here 
hamburger vendors we~l.~e selling their products a t hiShly 
inflated prices 9 vlhile in Cave City bedrooms that normally cost 
75 cents a niGht 1'fere no"\<! marked up to ~~3 . The loca l post 
office could not handle the thousands of fan letters addressed 
to Floyd Collins. Gi~ls offered to ma rry him in the cave ~d 
vaudeville entreprenours 1"lanted him to sign contracts with a 
pen held in his teetll. " 

After three d ays a r escue shaft vlaS only 17 metres deep due to 
the unusually ' hard limestone. Bxplosives could not be used for 
fear of fu.rther cave ins. vl ork continued for another six days 
while neviS of the re s cue a ttempts made headlines right a cross 
the country with the circulation of a Hew Yorl;:: afternoon paper 
leaping by 60 9 000 cO]J ies during the time Floyd Collins vms 
underground. 
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Came }"'ubrl.mry 16 9 the miners had broken throuGh to find Floyd 
Collins had d i ed 24 t.ours eCtrlior from starvation! 

The fiL).l curta in h ac: not yO"C come down on the drama because the 
body Co- ,tl d not be mOl 3d "\'I]" i thout amputat ing t}').e legs . Tho body 
was l ef t \,vhere it vms and Zl funoral service was h e ld at the 
mouth of the tunnel . . ). ov18ve r a fe1"T months l a t Gr Home r Collins 
hirod miners t o remove his brothers corpse . 

Then as a f inal indig nity to the d ead m3.n 9 his romains we re 
pla c e d in n coffin wi::;h (t glas ~3 lid and displayed i n the 
Crys t a l Cave which hal not beon a ttr,'].cting tourists. In 1929 
the coff in was b roken open and tholJ ody st o18n and ivhat 
h appenod to it after that i s unknown. 

A fevl more dolla rs v-18re to be made fr om the de a th of Floyd 
Collins as a songwriter composed the words and tune of the 
ballad i'l'he De a th of -"loyd Collins ·' v1hich for a I'lhile was a 
best se J ling cramaphone record. 

AB3THACTED from the D;-.dlv Birror Hi st orica l feature entitled 
'liU;~r1)Tob"made Fiest a of r![~ns AGonising Doath. n September 79 1978. 

-!'--
!/'{ 

CLIEFOEN CAVES ACCESS 

1 • J'.1ax. iJl1Uill of twe lve' cavers on a trip to Cliefden a r ea . Ham.es 
of '~ he cov ers pll- s any surface part y a r e to b o provided. 

Tot 21 party in any one cave at anyone timo be no more 
th2:,1 s ix and not less than four. 

3. Ho more than t li'lO inexporienced c~ ~vers a r 8 pe rmitted on 
each party. 

4. A froshers trip to the a r ea r equires special permission. 

5. The A.S.F. Code of Ethics "'Till be observed a t all times. 

6. 

7. 

The party may have more tha.n one trip 10Q,de r providing 
tha'~ they have beon nominated on the permit. 

A t~L ' ip lea der must be vdth a n unde r ground e;roup a t a ll 
times. 

8. The trip l eader's written report is th8 sent to O.S.S. 
within 21 days of the trip. 

9. T"I'! o copies of a ny maP9 ch a rts or vritten a rticles are to 
be supplied free of char ge to O.S.S. "I\l" ithin 21 days of 
completion. 

10. The Country Code "\,rill be obS8rved . 

o 

1 

f 

l 
I 
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Continuod on PaGe 2Li 

FROM THE LtBR ARY 0 SELECTED EXCERPTS 

L. Coleborn. 

An intorostL.'1G Trip n.oport is featured in this J·ournal on the 
bottoming of Tassio Pot ~ 231m. 

Reprint of Safoty and Traininc" ~ Part 1 vThich appearod in an 
oarlior VOIUli10. 1'ho Clrt iclo de8.1s viith safety in caving 9 the 
A.S. Po Code of J::jthic";9 Hope 2nd Ladder care, a comprehensive 
scctton on Karabiners and t l,o ir use and m·issuf::18. It a130 
incll'..des a sect ion on knot s u ith diag r ams . 

Anyone interested i n th,) d ifferent methods of tying off 
effect inc:; the breaking ,strain of ropes 'tr ill find the article on 
.i A Tens ion Head2,che i' by Tony E owes 9 very enlight ening. 

Cave Explor8.tion Group of ELA . Inc. ~ Vol.25n No.4 - filarch.1981 
~~.......--' ~,~.~. -"-~.-...,...--- .~,,..~. _. ----~-~~..",.. --........-..~- .~. ---~--~.~~~~.~~ .. _-
Nore on excavat ion of Henschlw Fossil Cave :JY Neville Pledge. 
This Journal includes a reviOiv ona book ca lled. liThe Jenolan 
Caves oj vrhich was printed in 1 CG9 .~. of part icn lar interes t is the 
old photos of Jenola n. 
And yet another article 0 11. the care of equipment. 
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(rh c~ a r ,; lclo ~? The Ton,~ ion Developed During a FallOn a Rope ll 
-

deals ·iith method of calculating tht? ene rgies and tensions 
i :nvol'T ' .. '. during a f a .. l. This art icle is very g ood reading and 
v ery c; .. 1preh ens ive. 

Yet another neH abse i l device - t h is one is called HThe Thumb 
ScY'e"tv ll and is designc! d for canyoning and is compact and light 
vrc:J.gl1t, The art iclo deals with its construct i on and a ls 0 

i nclud e s its field test and evalua tion by A.S 0 \111. ite. 

Equipmont review ~ Haillon Rapides. Its usos instead of 
Imrabin ors. It includes sizes 1 sha pes Iv-hich it can be purchased 
I·:~ has ;J. very comprehensive s e ction on its advEmt ages and 
d j.sad'T Illtages. Also a comparison chart? r1aillon Vs }(arabiner, 
t1".i s i .~ ludes cost 9 s tren[;th9 we i ght and gate opening. Cos t is 
cort ai: i_y a big factor ~ 11 l arge )'1aillon i s no a rly ~~ 6 chol1per 
than 3 · ~J.~)ai b i g D, and small Na illon Oval is S~ 5 cheaper than 
Stuba i Oval. 

This J·o~~L}:,nal includoc a t r i J) report on a dig at :Bungonia and tho 
f 8ncinc off of this d i g and .:371, :872 wh ich in on the property of 
B . vlelc~l . 

A. canyoning report on Halla r a 1"alls ar.Ld ICa l &"lEj Falls at Kanangra 
Walls 1 a l s o a r eport on an orient ee ring night t·o g ive members· 
an excerise in compas s and map rea ding is included. 

Once a;: ... dn the AoSo F . 3afoty l1ules for Abseiling. 

Also a I'(Jprint ed artic le by G . Thompson on Australian Karst and 
Coservationo ':rhis a rticle has a lot of interesting POll'lts such 
as the v a lue of caves, the cave ecosystem and the cons e rvation 
probloms facing Aust ralian Cavos. Anyone interest ed in the . 
consorvL.-l.tion of our caves 'for ill f ind th i s art icle v e ry compre
hensivG. It includes aroas sucb. 28 Cl i efden, .d oronore 9 vloe 
j-asper f Abercromb ie, ::3ung onia? Hellington, Toxas 8.11.d I·it. Etna 
Caves Lj1d the threat of mining 9 floodine; e tc. \,vhicll the SE) areas 
h a"'.~e f ,~ · ' ; o d a SOIDe tirne . 

L8,:3tly ::G:1 article t hat "\Till interost a ll Cliefden f ans. A .pIA.JOR 
IT2:1 l"Il j) from a dig a t the end of tho Laurel Ro om - 30/11/80. 
The nGl;\~ se ction of C2ve found contains a largo colUIIL.'1~ masses 
of strs,\i>!;3 9 many full length from ceiling to f loor = crystalline 
flowstone "t'ihich has ,3, beautifull collection of oolites a t its 
base. Both in the oxtens ion and Nn j ... n roaret of thts nOltl find 9 

helicti.tos of infinit e variation 9 crOim the CI18..ml') er. This ne"tv 
sectioL was gated by 0.S.3. on tho 12/80. 

\ 

. I 

T3ETHELIBRA.:'l1'U;3ETHELIB.E1AH.YUJETHBLLJH.AllYU jBTHELL3RA!1YU8ETHELI.3RAarlJ3J~THBLI3RARY 
~OOKINTHELIBRAIt~:·IIOOKIHTHELIJ3lli.ulYLOOKIJirTHELIBlt\'lYL00KIIT'rH:8LIDR.AB.YLOm:INTHELD3RA:..R 
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BLUE MOUN TAI NS SPE LEOLOG IC AL CLUB PO BOX 37 
GLENBROOK 2773 

An:Jerson J 

Sa ke r L 

Baxle r G 

80<)g I 

Bre tt R 

Cha rley Jack 

Cha rl ey Joel 

Co lebu rn L 

Co leburn T 

Cunmings G 

Ell i s T 

E I li s R 

Fai rweather A 

Fa i rweathe r G 

Gabb W 

Gar·diner D 

Goodwin E 

Jones P 

King E 

Knox G 

Martin 5 

Matthews E 

Nels on G 

Olsen C 

Oza nne K 

POI,e I I G 

Ri chards B 

Sarmlut P 

Sande rson R 

Sinf i e ld P 

Sk i nl B 

Skinn C 

Tere;zkun N 

Thomson R 

HM 

PM 

FH TL 

PM 

FM TL 

PM 

PH 

FH TL 

FM 

FM TL 

FH TL 

FM TL 

PH 

FM 

FH 

PM 

PH 

PH 

PH 

HH 

PH 

FM TL 

FM TL 

FH 

FM 

FH TL 

FH TL 

FM 

FH TL 

PH 

FH TL 

FM TL 

PM 

PM 

CONTACT LIST 
1981 

Rodway Ave, KO TARA 5TH 2288 

PO Box 44, ENG ADINE 2233 
(02) 520 4224 

66 Mimi St, OATL EY 2223 
(02) 579 126 7 

29 Scott St, SPRINGWOOD 2777 
(04]) 512838 

97 GI~nbr ook Rd , BLAXLAND 2774 
(04]) 395 385 

Terrace Rd, FR EEMANS REACH 2756 
(045) 796 065 

Ht Tomah, BILP IN 2758 
(045) 6]21 24 

Mt Tomah, 9 1L P IN 2758 
(01t5) 672124 

15 Springf ield Crescent , SPRINGWOOD 2777 
(OItS) 7021 87 (w) 

as above 

1 Kipara Cre scent, WARRAGAMBA 2750 
(047) 741 202 

36 West ern Ave , BLAXLAND 2774 
(047) 3915 28 

as above 

c/- Abercr om bi e Caves, TRUNKEY CREEK 2741 
T/C 41(1'1) 

as above 

Lot 21 Oakes Rd, WEST PENNANT HILLS 2120 
(02) 872 2 731 

8 Russell Ave, FAULCONBRIDGE 2776 

5/85 Alber t Ave, CHATSWOOD 2067 

2 Pene lope C ,- es ., CRANEBROOK 2750 

26 Berryl St , WARN ERS BAY 2282 

c/- Abercronlbie Caves, TRUNKEY CREEK 27ltl 

7 Penel ope Crescent, CRANEBROOK 2750 

c/- Ne pean High School, Great Western Hwy, 
EMU PLA 1115 2750 

PO Box 147 , NARRABR I 2390 
(06]) 1440 

2/27 Darl ey St, KATOOHBA 2780 
(Olt]) 823 350 (\.I ) 

42 Heeks Cr es., FAUL CONBRIDGE 2776 
(04]) 511 547 

37 Frederick St, VALE NT INE 2280 

c/ - Guides Office, JENOLAN CAVES 2786 
JC3(M) 

Lot 3 St ah l s Rd , OAKVILLE 2765 
(02) 62716 02 

71 Camp St , KATOOM BA 2780 
(04]) 8233 50 

c/- L Bake r 

4 Macadam St, PAGE ACT 2614 

as above 

29 Byrne St , LAPS TONE 2773 
(04]) 39~017 

4 PenelopcCr escen l. CRANEBROOK 2750 

1 1 • 
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T E(y HNIOUE~; TECHNOLOGY 
------------ ------------------------------------~------------

USF ~::l)L CLIMB:NG AIDS for CAVERS 
Terry Coleborn. 

The P:c It:; ik Knot was :i nvented by Dr. Karl Prusik, and vms 
origiiY: -_ly used in t:,._o repair of violin strings. It was later 
adapt e: i by its inven "or to climbing ropes, a purpose for ';'lhich 
it is <lptly suited. ' 

} ', is simple ani comparatively inexpensivG. Hm'lGvGr, it 
L:.',.: provE) to be hard 'to move on'avlet rope or after it 
11.:,] been subjoc-c;d to a heavy load. 

There ,.,~"O several va =--,'iat ions of this knot \{hich have provGn 
mote c ,.::f octive. 

~e;~e addition of a karabiner as shown in diagram 3 helps 
to alleviate the problem of tho basic knot. 

TY is knot is eas ily moved I",hen the load is removed a nd 
cJe:\mps immedia t e ly 11hon the load is re-applied. The knot 
:":, '!~ied as shm",l' in diagrams 4 to 6, and the friction is 
c:: t olled by the· numbGr of turns around the karabiner and 
r t _"'8 9 

THE ADVAN"'rAGES OF 'IIEi:3:;D KYOTS ARE 'r:fL'LT 'rHEY A'~G] R3 ADILY rLA.DE 
F8.011 AVA ILJ-ill LE HA~:BRH1L'3 AND AHE UiJLIKELY TO rAIL DU}:] 'IIO 
NISSUSI o a. HillXFGRIEYCE . 

TAPE Br. : I:G:LL 
" --. ,- .. ~-. .,. -.""" . ~ .• 

This i s a IJratical, c,ls ily carried devic e that can (if 
necessal7 be made on ,~he spot from a suitable leng,th of tape or 
tapes. ) 

The Tape Etrier is c C.lstructed from 25mm (1 ii) stiff webbing 
approximately 7 to 8 metres in length. 

Construction. 
Jo-ill·-£-S ,3·~ends vli th a :;3'rost Knot as show'n in Diagram B, making 
the 10Cll just large enough to take a karabiner and the second 
loop. Tie the foot loops using an Overhand J~ot making one 
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side longer to keep· the loop open. The loops can be p os itioned 
either all on, one side or a lternating . 

The s e cond loop is c onstructed from 12mm (i ii ) vlObbing approx. 
2 metres and is place d through the karabiner loop and the 
ends secured with a T::tpe Knot. 'rhe Overhand I'.:not and tho Tape I 
Knot are positioned such that the loops a r e the s ame size as 
the loops on the Etrier. See Diagr a m A. 

AFTER USE TEll] OVEHHAl l]) KNOTS l'rLT3 T :,jE CHECKED AS T:";lW COULD ST: IFT. "\ 

tJ 

Wi EANtNGFUL SUGGESTIONS 

Louis e Coleborn. 

'vie all h ave trouble Fri t in,:; Trip lleports s there is a l·Hays the 
problem hovl to fill up the pac e without informa tion to include 
in it. 

But, if a little time is t a ken and g iven our full a ttention, 1;Te 

could all vTrite an interest inc,- report s even if V.Je have a lready 
visited the cave area a dozen times IX) fore • 

Firstly, vle Hill start Hith Kar s t ;~-

f{8.;.J;:§"t. is a name used for the surface terrain. Every area vle 
visit has a specific Kars t Feature. Some of the COillrliOn and not 
so cownon Karst Features a re 

i) Entrance. 

ii) Arch. 

iii) 

iv) 

v) 

vi) 

vii) 

viii) 

. \ 
lX) 

Bridge. 

Blind Valley~ ~ valley tha t is closed abruptly 
by a cliff etc. 

Doline : A Karst 1 dominated by closed depressions. 

Cone Karst ~ Usually tropical and i s dominated by 
projecting limestone 1"8.t11er tho.n 
de pre ss ion. 

TOvlO r Ka rst ~ Cone Karst where the residual hills 
have a very s t eep or overhang ing sides. 

Karst \{indow : Depress i on revealing an unroofed part 
of a cave or subterranean river. 

Polje ; Large closed depression 1'1"i th flat bott om. Syn 
Hith interior valley. 

x) Ris ing ~ Emergonce, exsurgence 9 re surgence eg. spring. 

t 

t 

I 

{ 

( 
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xj Stream Sink~ Where surface stream dissapears 
underground. 

xij. Tufa or Travertine ~ A spongy c a lcium carb onat e 
deposit from springs etc. 

xiii, Uvala~ La r g e closed dopress ion usually having other 
sma ller depressions within its rim. 

Nm,;T wo have the Karst Featuros? and one of the ab ove should 
doscri~:-,; the surface terrain of the cave area visited. 

Nov! fO l tho cave itsolf. Always include the name and number of 
tho C8.': 0 if kno~m . If no n anw or numbor known, then includo a 
genera~ doscript ion of the area ~'There the entrance is loca ted. 
T:',o ne:,: heading vTe cons ider for our report i s the ontrance. 

What t :,'~ o of entrance - Is it vertj_cal or horizontal and 
~'Eothe-:i. 'n- isa ' wajJ(~in entrance. Has it a peronnio.l : 
interm:, '-' tent stream and if so, is it flovJing and in what 
direct i ' n -- inflm" of outflovl ... ~~ ~.-

Next ir: _~ lude the type of rock, particularly if it isn't 
limest ole. It could be any of tho follO\;iing:- r'iarble, Dolomit e , 
B2salt, Granite, Gypsmu, Lava, I-ludstono or Sandstone. Also 
state if it is a se a cave, lava tunnels rock shelter etc. 

P..~VClQ.P. il~_pJ~ of the cave i,s one of the most intorseting points 
in any.:'eport and in most cases vTould be the bulk of tho report. 

Firstly ~,je ask ourselves is it activo ~ has it a stream 
flowing throuGh it. Then ~ve consider the type of passages -
Does th,' rock exhibit a rounded, sculpture d appearance - if so 
then it viaS probably f orme d by water belm/ the \,;Tater table and 
kno\~n an Phrea .. t ic Pas f3 age. Pa$ sagcs fornled lJY' 8ee l)inf-~ or 
percola', ing wat~r form Vadose ;l?assae:es and ' differs in shape. 

Next 9 i :; the c ave basically horizonta l or vertical. Has the 
cave 10'.' or high leve=_ passages and if so, are they inter
connect: 11g. Alvlays i nc lude all avens or S'Lunps in the report as 
they con ld be lea ds t o Im'ler or higher sections of the cave. 
Include the 1;vater leve l in a ll 3uml)S as this can provide g ood 
refe'cen('e informat j_on. 

DQ..c~C2.!:~~ · .J]. i s next after dc;velopment. Ha s the ca ve extel1sj_ve 
decora t , on , unusual docoration or poor decoration. All.'Jays 
include _my damago and to Ivhat .:l~..&r..o..§. eg, complete , some~ little. 
11he rep , ct how the oave v-Jas damaged 9 whethor by brea kw;e 9 

marking ~ muddyinG, ru!)b i sh etc. If the area i s Gxtens ively 
decorat .::. d and any eXI)l ora tion would mCJan tha t the forrf'lations 
gett ing ;llUddy then the report should cont c:l.in a request for 
future E-:rplorers to t c~ke a cha'1ge or severCl.l changes such 
as sock;: ' 7 cloths, ove ralls etc. 

tlaza~s a re next. However small or minor they should be listed 
as it cculd save some ones life in future trips. Such things 
as snakes near or in entrances should be recorded as quite often 
they spend a lot of time in that place, eg EB19 Marble Cave, a 
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snake \;~l several occe.sions has been seen sUTIl1ing itse lf on a 
balcon :' just inside -: he cave. Other hazards are deep holes in 
s tream )assages 9 SUll i S that are likely to rise quickly 1 a nd 
any C.3."'. ·:~s that flood quickly after heavy rains. Any tight or 
difficL=.t pitches sh('uld be included in tho report. Any foul 
air en(~olmtered should be included 'VJith loca tion and it s affect 
on any mombers of the party. 

A report should inch1dc c:my difficulties encountered. Such 
t :J:ings (OW unstable roekpiles or loose stones or rocks on pitchos 
c cr::tld bo 2" hazard to parties at later date. If a cav e has an 
extensi'v"e area of tight squGezes it is ali-rays 'dise to include 
t h Gse t ,; o. Other thir; ~s not so common "('lith the caves 1,ve visit 
hu t lT OLL., cl be ''lise to r e cord are duck unders, any pl3.ce ~'There 
L~. :~ 1 imi~lers ion is roq .lir ed, or where the roof com )s davin to 
wo.ter m ch as in a Sl-1Np . 

Cave eYl ".-ironmcnt i s 8.11 other section that cOLl.ld be included a nd 
sudl'tJ::~ '; "~:is -as--cInst, ,lampness a...Yld humidity should be taken 
in co ac (:;eun-c. 

La s tly ?ny P_8~Y_~_.)'_ife ,ieen, even if only a frog at the entrance 
or b lm·vflies in the L~rst chamber. Th en include the cave 
coy;:cent'3, waterfalls, bones, l akes , fossils etc. 

To finalise the report, list the prospects for further trips 
including detail of such things as draughts, possible digs, or 
difficult l eads not investigated. 

SO LETS SEE IF 'HE CAN! TALL H IPHOVFJ OUR. TRIP P3 PORTS r 
.... -.>~:-...;,.,...,.."' ... - - .-. ..... --"'-"--~..--~.~""-~~--------. -.-~. -...--. ----=-~. ~.---~. ---.--. ~ 

F~ARE PAlr\jTINGS FOUND 

r·i(ore th(),n 200 cliff -- s~' de pa i nt i l1gs 1 believed to be several 
thousand. years old, h G.ve been foundby a n archaeol og ical survey 
t eam al clIlg t he Mekong iliver 9 560km north~east of Bangkok. 

Th8 cli::".· '2' 1 about 50m E:.b ove the IIekongll ivel"9 contains a series 
of preh ~, .3t oric paint inr;s along a 200m st ret ch. 

Figures depj_cted include, fish, e 18 phants 1 unidentified animals ~ 
people 9 L';e ometr ic and other objects. 

THE SUN 9 Tuesday 1 lVlay 1 9 , 1981 

BON VOYAGE 

Ted IViatthews left Australia in early June for five months of 
tripping around the gl01Je . Apparently nothing planned out 
specifiC~llY for an itinerary . Te~s as free as.a bird. V 

Don voyage Ted - see you In November 'in th report. 

! 
l 

l 
l 
t 

t 

. [ 

\ 
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C LIt:.FOENoNUMBERING g NOMENCLATURE a 

The ollowing list has bee reprinted from Descent 9 No.4 9 1979, 
the Journal of the Orange 3peleolog ical Society 

NO. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5. 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
1 1 
12 
1 3 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
1 9 
20 
21 
~2 

23 
2~-
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

NOTE. 

CAVE NAl'JEo 

Nain Cave. 
rl[urder. 
Boonderoo. 
Trapdoor. 
TaplmT Naze. 
Island. 
Gable. 
Transmiss ion. 
Wareemba. 
Lock 
Stable. 
CL2 (Daylight Hole). 
Yarrm"igah. 
Blowfly Hole. 
The Deep r:ole. 
Alladins Cave. 

Eyrie. 

Kelly's Cave. 
Warri gal. 
Tiddalick 
CL10. 

Casuarina . 
CL3 ~~ • 

Fetes Pit. 
CL32. 

CL13. 
CL3 2 . 

Burramburanga. 
lifibican. 
CL4 2. 

46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 

CJA5. 
CL1 (Lower Entrance). 

CL50. 

Kim. r S Crack. 
CL6. 

CL6. 
CL6. 

'Orrible' Ole. 
lToonameena. 
Tet~Anus. 
:F'rog 110110w. 
Carripan. 
CL11 • 
rlallongulli. 
CL69. 

Daveys Ck. Cave. 
Kalimna. 

81mll. 
Sunset Strip. 

Sementite. 
Kave. 

Gendarme. 

S v-Tans ong • 

~ ~- The spelling of the cave name s are in ,op)_g)p_q,l~.:ty. 
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AUTIIon~ Greg POvlG J. 

YJ.dJ~IS}illD ~ Rigby? 1 9~ :0 . 

BUSHWAL~~I ~\JG 
In the 
B UE MOUN"/\'l" jC ,l '. . ./1--\11\;:)0 

~n .95 retail 
Ian Bogg. 

TI: CHJ\n CAL~ 143 pages ? 20 maps Emd diag r ams; 12 colo1;1' c.nlt ~~, 
black ,':: ,v):.;. i te plates. 

v!f '.~!'. S'eg first ment ~,oned the fact that he '!,lIa S Wrl'Glng a book 
o:c bT::~ Ln'mlks in tho lUuo J:v10untains ~ my irnrnediato react ion ~vas 
to sa;y 

Ill';; IS b :,e' en flogged to death G- rog~ there are many boc".:s _./ld 
guides on the subject a lready 9 no ono will publis~, ::,t.;; 

To Fhich Greg repliecL, 

;;1 knOll that, but my 'J ook ,·rill bo different as it has not been 
do:: e l:cfore in the m8II,:~1er tha t I h z·cve undertaken.;; 

n-Yeah, yeah n I'Jh S my cynical reply, /1 Le t IS ';-;ra i t and soe! II 

I Has not sure ~Tether Greg liTaS ~vriting a bushvmlk.ing guide or 
a tourist guide, or a history book or a safoty oULidcors manual 
or a biography or a guide to t he caving areas of th? Bl ue 
I'1ountains - whatever. 

vrait and see I did. 

Much to w;; surprise? ;:.;arly one Saturday morning l ate las t year 
we wer8 avlOkon by a kilocking on the front door, al1d upon 
openirJ61 I 'vas c onf:r-o"ltecl by a humal1 smiley (Grog ,'Tith a smile 
tha t 'would put the Cr~ ,)sshire cat to shame) and in his h:::md 
(yes you guessed it) .1. proof copy of h i s book. 

ilYa dUI: -Lt - good onya mate i ' 'was a ll I ceuld s a y.Talk about 
pl):~t :;.rli: ones foot i n ones mouth; eat hUlllblc pie. You over knm'l 
the foe,L ing. It vTaS many months l a t er l')efo1"o I mana~od to 
soc,-tr e [:, copyo I didn't go t a n antocraphod freebie CF or revievr 
P-ulTOSC:8 ) Clnd I couldn 't ';)uy it ~ it I'T8-S e ithor not in E-jG ock 
o l' :)u;::n. s old out. LVGntu:::~ lly I Inan3.ged to purcha.so a copy 
which at ~ 7. 95 I felt 'was ovorpriced y ini t i ally a nY'i ray . JIaybe 
G . 1 ,. 11 ' h t t h ' 1 ,I- (' • '" ' ,", ,.' C 0' , '" I " <':' ", cr, :re{s 1S augn1ng a 1~_, 0 I'FJ.Y 0 - G O3.n.r ':':),:,<."', ':)':.J', " ,,)<;,,;,')',h:' ,,:> ,hv 

Levity aside 9 

Ostens ibly it is a bus hvlQll-ring t::,ruide if one t akes tho covers 
literallY 9 but 9 the c ontents differ g reatly from the orthodox 
or traditional bush~valking gu ide . vlhat Gr og has managed to 

{ 

I 
1 

l 



( 

OOLITB 12 (1) 19. 

achieve successfully is a coherent overlay of select I'Talks 
suitable :for the ardent bushwalker or day-tripper vrith a 
perspicuous historical exposit ion of the trials, tribulations, 
and expl oits of the early pioneers and explorors of the Blue 
Mountaj_:~lS region. 

The Ivalk titlGS a r e enough to stimulate ones i 1'J1D1agination such 
as i1Into the: Tangled Ravines II ; "Whale Boat s along the Grose ll

; 

iivJith the Duffers on the Cox I Sil; lIXovlillung Country - Last of the 
Wild '8.ive:-s I1 Gt c . One wonders what tho~~'hts must be con jured up 
in the minds of the roaders with theset.,itles beforo they 
actual~ read the text. Apart from the narrative, each \valk is 
accompc:':J.ied by a clear, concise map, and is further sLlpplementod 
by a})propri::lte dia[srams and pictures throught the book. . 

Anyone 'Tho reads or eventually uses the book vdll "step back in 
time \1 ',.' ':'~ ;?tread in tho foot ;:3 teps 11 of our early pioneers and 
explorers. As greg points ou t the modern-day walker is rouch 
better equiped and doos not have to suffer tho hardships artd 
privaticns that the earl y explorers endured, and is therefore 
in a much better position to ap:preciate and understand more 
fully thoir courageous attempts. 

Throughout the book, 3. number of subtle messages pervade aYl.d 
quite obviously r eflect Gregs I tenets tmvards conserva tion, 
bush safety, leadership and preparedness. These po ints and many 
other aspe cts are thoughtfully cove r ed in chapter 10, ilFilling 
the Gapsl1, which agai:'1. is supplemented by us eful contacts, maps 
and references. Somehow, I cannot quite justify using v.Thite 
paint to mark exits or tracks. 

What is far more clearl y evident to me in -reading the book, 
"Thich I found h a rd to put d01'm, is tho fact that Greg exposes 
himself as a writer 'with a fondness and an appreciation not only 
for his native country, but more particularly our Blue 
Mountains, and its history, and as a person v1ho has a high 
regard and respect for the exploits of our early pioneers and 
explorers 0 ~ 

ABSEILING A HI STORICA L NOTE 
Terry Cole born. 

According to VI. Hutton I S ;IThe History of Derbyli? published in 
1801, [:;)se ilin<3 was dev e loped in tho II/Liddle A(~es by jugglers in 
Germany 1--Tho used to doscend from church stee l:Jles for money. 

Such a demonstration occured L11. Derby durinG the October of 
1732. It I/ms perforHed by a man callGd Chapma n, I'1ho l"laS 
describe d as ilA small fiGUre of a man seemingly composed of 
spirit and g rist ly.;; 

His rope was fixed at one ond to the top of All Saints Steeple 
and thG other at the b ottom of Saint Michaels, a horizontal 
distance of 80 yards, thus forming a very steep incline plane. 
His security (for Irlant of a better word) consisted of a breast 
plate of wood with a g roove to fit thG rope 9 and his ovm 
equilibrium. 
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The t e chnique consis ted of s liding dm'ln on his belly v-lit h arms 
and legs extended. Tbe descent probably took no more than 6 to 
7 s e conds? durin:?; "\Thich time he fired a pistol and blelv a 
trl}.mpet. Although h o succe e ded at this sho~vinc he fell soon 
after at Shrevlsbury £Lnd lost his life. 

HONORI FlCA81LI T UOINI T Y 

A member of the staff of the Department of Tourism? the 
Superintendent of Wombeyan Caves , Mr. Clydr; St iff, h 2.s be e~1. 
avmrded the Brit ish j":;mpire Nedal. 

Clyde St iff was appointed as a ttendant at 1Jombeyan on .January 16 
1948? and then becline c a retaker as fr om February 4, 1948 , a fter 
having been employe d as a n ass istant cuido a t J enola n Caves from 
December 19? 191.).6 . ( 

He has r emained in char(Se of t h e i!l omoeyan CavGs J.eserve since 
his appoin tment as ca retal::er, a period of n ore than 32 years. 

On November 20, 1964, his position was officially de s i g n a t ed as 
Superintendant Wombeya n Caves. 

In his 32 years at 1:lombeyan, Clyde Stif f h g s faithfully carried 
out not only his ro-Ll.t ine duties but h gs been per,'3onally 
responsib le, vJith fe\~ staff, for the prog r ess ive devclopme:nt of 
the Ylombeyan Caves area . 

He has contributed to t ho signifj.cant improvement of the caves 
system, 1iJith the ins t; a lla t ion of l;ralkvn ys, steps, saf(} ty 
railings and illumina tion, and recently the developmGnt of the 
first II self-guided '; t our opera ted b y t he Department. 

He has a lso helped conside rably v-J i t11. the deve lopment Jf th.o 
camping and caravan park , and has been to D. l arGe ext::;nt 
responsible for t h e g rm-Jing populat ion of 1J omiJeY'J.n as a tOtlrist 
resort for a day visitor a nd for ca mpe rs. 

~7 
1/-.1 

SROGWOROS 
Well, hOH did you enjoy SP'lOGI:!ORDS Ho .1. As I s a id you may find 
them easy or you may find thGm hard, or d.idn't you put pencil 
to paper. 

'1'he solution to SEilOGVJO::ms 1'fo. 1 ca n be fmmd on the back of 
SPROm'lORDS No.2. I trust you find N02 as intGrest ing as HOi. 

F OZZIE. 
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Fozzie's SPROGWORDS NO.2 

1 . GIPPSLAND CAPE AREA 
4. S.E. OF COOMA 
8. CHIROPTERA RIDGES 
9. BELUBULA GROUP 

10. BORDER RIVER DIST. (VIC) 
12. CAVERS LIMB 
13. PUBLIC HOUSE 
15. NEAR WELLINGTON 
17. KANANGRA - BOYD CAVE 
19. SINGLE UNIT 
20. MINERAL 
23. -- - -AROO (MUDGEE) 
24. CAPERTEE ROCK COLOUR 
26. ADHESIVE 
27. MOON CAVE LOC'N 
28. CARTOGRAPHY AID 
30. FLAT FRUIT TREE 
31. CLEFT OR FISSURE 
33. DRIED PLUM 
36. DESICCATION 
37. TREE 
38. NEAR LAKES ENTRANCE 
39 . HUGE SERPENT 
40. EAST OF ARMIDALE 
42. PERSONIFIED BRITAIN CRK 

CLUE : EAST AUST. CAVE AREAS 

2 . LANNIGANS HOME 
3. CAVE EXP'N GROUP (ABBR) 
4. MACLEAY VALLEY SITE 
5. CREEK NEAR COLONG 
6. AWAY (PREFIX) 
"I. IN BURRINJUCK AREA 
9. ROCKS NEAR CANBERRA 

11. SNOWY RIVER CAVE AREA 
14. GREEK LETTER 
15 . START (SYNOM) 
16. NTH QLD DISTRICT 
18. LOOK (ARCHAIL) 
21. FORMERLY GROVE CRK. 
22. MOUNTAIN NEAR WARRICK 
25. PASS AT TIMOR 
29. U.S. STATE (QLD) 
32. NUMBER PLATE 
33. BEYOND IN TIME 
34 . CAVE LEVEL 
35 . SUFFIX 
38. 38 ACROSS 
41. NSW TOURIST AREA' (ABBR) 

21. 
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Fozzie's 'SPROGWORDS'. NO.1 
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Balance brought forvlard 1979 

Income 

Building Society 
Cash at Dank 

Building Societ y Interest 

k~s~ Expendituro 

Vl i thdrawal from :Cluil. Soc 
Expendituro 
Adj. Income 

Building Society J3alRnce 
Bank Balance as per s tatement 
k~ ?ts Cheque Nod. 892 

. BALANCED C1D1.RLJD FOJH ARD 

319.24 
1]_~.~ 

1278.63 

22.05 

1314.49 

300.00 
1 .25 

< . __ ~5_·32 
1621.49 

41 .29 
103.17 

____ I· QQ. 

.:_1 j~1:~:I~ 

45-8:-27 

1736.90 

1758.95 

23. 

For detailed explanation.s re the above statement, members 
should contact the Hon. Treasurer. 

Detailed audited accounts are held by the Treasurer. 

S A 
CLOTH :;JADGE~ B.M.S.C. Shield - Blue on WhitG. 

v{OVEN NAH2j TAPE~ B.M.S.C. - Red on White. 

CAR STICKERS ~ 

CAl1. S TIC: ;::sns ~ 

rlliTAL BADGE~ 

STOCKS limited 

\/cRc... 

Passport 

B .1'1. S • C. 

B ol,'Io:3oCo 

get 

To Advonture. 
or 

Shield - l1eflective. 

Shield , Club Colour. 

yours NOWl 

~0.50 

~0.20 

~:~ O. 60 
~~ 1 .00 

~~O. 50 

~~ 1 .00 

each. 

pair. 

each 
two 

each. 

each 

- ~ S p..v r:;. --
t.I\ 0 Nt. 

1:n:~: ILE STOCKS LAST. 

See Graham Cummings = cash sales only - NO CREDIT. 

, . 



24. 

11 \\4IS IS A ~\t;;:.I...L ot P. \AlAY To 
SP~t-If:J A MoNDAY t ., . 

~IACK' S JOKES 

OOLITE 12(1) 

HIGH EX PE eTA T iON S 

A HA F PY ENDtNG or 

no more C)Vlng Brian 

CONGRATULATIONS 

BRIAN and CAROl, 3KINN 

on tho birth of their 
daughtor on tho 4th. 
lVIay 9 1 981 • 

D .M. S. C. welcomes its 
first true and real 
sprogette 

LARISSA JANE :3LINW • 
.... ~ ... - ", ...... ..... -..- ... ..,...# ... - -'"-- ."""""'- .-~~~ 

6. A nmmlettor reported a p ,].rty held by an Auditors Association 
and cOII1.'11ent ed. llThey only invited people -.;.rho count!lI 

A Librarian I'Tho wanted to grow a fo",T herbs planted seeds .in a 
6 vlindou' box • . Asked hmv she vvould knovT 1,-,11.ich was which in such a 

small place? she replied 9 ;1 1 pl anted them alphabetically. 11 

Bald man to his son ~ 'lAdmiro the foresight of nature 9 which 
A removes a man I s hair a t that point when he begi ns to t ear it in 

despair at the memory of his youthful folly. 

~ On a bank ma n age rs I desk ~ ;lIn this office the word FO is a 
complete sont enc e.;l 

6. In a gift shop vlindO\'r ~ For a man who has everything ~ A c3.lendar 
to remind him Ivhen the payments c!.re due. 

A policeman \'ms being tec~se d he cause he and his colleagues had 
never stopped a Halls Royce for speod ing. il lt is quite simple li 

6 r eplied the policeman 9 nyou never see a Rolls Royce ovmer 
racing to get somewhere 9 because he doesn't have t0 9 he's 
already arrived. il 

/:). Point well made 9 liThey say that an oldtimer is one Fb.o can 
remember "'Then people re sted on Sunday inst c:.c:.d of Monday . 

( 

. ( 
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~~day. Sunday morning fiv'3 of us a~~ain entered 111anll:noth, 
intending to reach the far reaches of the North li/est Passal,:se. 
HeadL.'1.g north the c ave ""vas a gain not iced to be much dl~ier. 
Central Lake vlaS reached and found to contain no water a t al1 9 

just a seemingly thick mud bottom. J:'urther on a totally dry 
Central River was rea ched. Talcinc: advantae;e of the dry condi t~ 
ion we pushed down t h e .. vay of the River but it closed off after 
travellinc, a short a i.st :::mce. The Dry Siphon l"as interest ingly 
enoug h normal. Having a steady flOlv of water from the Waterfall 
Passag e, the Siphon itself lvas as usual quite 1,vet to manoeuvre 
through. Further on and in the North vTest Passag e 9 lve progressed 
till we reached the Gazova? noticinc'; immediately that the 
proverbial mud l'laS quite slippery 9 causing some conce J~n when the 
de3cent was attempted. In fact9 considerin~ the dry c ond itions 
outside 9 this reg ion was 'i·vetter than I'd ever seen it be fore • 

. Not having the equipment to proceed safely we re turned to the 
Horseshoe Cavern where vIe met Ted 9 Chris and Lionel. A thoroll.;.gh 
investj.gation of the rock fall at the end of the H.ailway Tunnel 
followed after "l>Thic11 more photo:3"raphy was undertaken. Finally 
"l>Then all ""vas finished T,ve surface(l aft er find in." some encourae; ing 
prospects for future enve;'3tic;ation. 

PILClL8.R8 InLL. 

17th. ~ 18th. Nay, 19CO . 

Aim ~ Exploration and .2amiliarisation. 

~le.fl1~~.~.:r:.~ .r:.r..eJ3~..!tt. ~ G. Powel1 9 T .I,.? }3. Skinn 9 C. 3kL.'ID9 L.Bal;:er 9 

P. SanD,\ut. 

The ,3 .M. S • C. main party arrived at V.3.1ent ine l a te j:'riday ni(,ht 
and after a short sleep left for Pilchers Bill on the Saturday 
morning . After losing all the trip fees on the "lvicked lucky 
nUoilbers of the Warners ~3ay Lions Club 9 the party cont inued 
penniless to the caves . 

Upon reachj.ng the farm 1'7e trog(,ed l.-;'p and he a ded alone; the rain 
forest track to the (i, or,c_e T,vhere we had lUD.ch. 

vie then proceeded to inspect ::3at Cave? Cleft Cave, Stala ctite 
Cave and Arch Cave. vie also had. a brief look into the top of 
the 50 metre deep Rebel Cave. After phot of.~raphin;s the sun 
setting over the 3arrington ':rops and collectinG mushrooms "life 
headed lor the car ars8. in dmll1 -the farm track9 and discovered 
th2 t the alternat or vms faulty. 

After dark T,V'ith f a ilin,:-; hea dlis hts vTe just made it i n to 
;paterson vlhere we discarded the car and r a ne, Dave Dial, vIh o 
promptly drove up to t he rescue. 

Back at Valent inevle enjoyed a late shmler and .:3ar-D-(l "llfi th 
memb e rs and guests practising their items for the .forthcoming 
talent ni[r,ht • 

. 9_~nA0..;,)~. A 12.te breakfast \Vas enj oyed on the veranda h after 
-which the ma in party (" eparted. for Sydney. 

( 

. I 
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Da.1.~~ 

Aim ~ 

DUFG mUA. 

7th . ~ 8th. J-une 9 1980 . 

Gen eral Exploration. 

y'.:b .. ~Ats~~~.~ G. Baxter, I'l . Gabb , Jl . Ellis, 1>1. Dix on. 

27. 

We arrived at fla rulan at 10. 30pm Frida y night to find Robert and 
Mark 1'laiting at the fLmpol Cede. After 11 .OOpm came and 1vent we 
left for :Bun{~ onia. Ge off and vial vJ"ere supposed to be t here by 
that time but were not, so 1.,e left them to find the ir ovm i,lTay. 

§..§;t~r,:cJ_qy:. On crawl in: , out of the tent at the unc odly hour of 
C.OOaro He disc over ed tha t Geoff and \rh'.l had. arrived "before us 
last ni{~ht a nd had not l>Tai ted. F ina lly ab ou t 10. OOam \rfe h ea ded 
for the caves \'l ith CL'ed brin:~~ ing up the r ear . The first cave 
visit ed was J339. This cave i s a s h ort solution tube end ing in 
a sump after ab out 20 metres. Fe then head ed a cross to 1"3 11, 
another small cave aGain not icea bly dry. l'Text i,-TaS ]316 . This 
cave was descended on l adde rs using t he st:Ltch plate f or 
belaying. J ome fun aorose at the Spokecihave and DraC, ons Teeth~ 
On the way out VIa l h a d some t rouble at the Spokesha ve again 
and fell d own the b.ole in the f loor. Having rega ined the 
surface I wanted to ;°;0 over to B49 H. obert a nd lV[a rk "ranted to g o 
back to camp. Vie conne d them into bein:?, pack h orses to carry 
all ummnted gear back to camp "\;Thile the r est of the party . went 
looking for Pm.,e ll Pot which we found, but only J 8.ck could 
reach t h rough the s queeze. jI'inally we returned to camp. 

§..-q,n.d_a"y. Again a late start due to the' eff orts of Ted, we again 
"tvent over to 134~5. Thi s t ime we entered through .35 and 
proceeded to the Hairy Traverse via t he Cement Bag. At this 
point we went dm'ln t o the low level connection to ]35. One 
member of another party v1as just emerg i nc; ·when vle arr ived, Jack 
Ted and Robert went ~,)ack iv ith h im to try a nd f ind the way into 
a hi8 h passaf,e v1e Ivere lookine; at. Jack eventually :found his 
way around but could not Cet dm'm. After the others returned we 
continued on thr ough the cave 1 reaching- the other entrance; :84 
that is, safely. 

The caves vrere all v e ry dry and dus ty? \vhich made some of the 
climbs much e as ier as they were not muddy at a ll. On our vlay 
back to camp ~Tack and I visited B32, 38, 34, 35, 36, "Thich · 
included Hollands Hole and Colleg e c av es. 

ANO THER TU GLOW MYSTERY 7 
A copper pla te was f a stened to a stala:·~Tfli te in Tug lmv Nain Cave 
in October 1932 on which the following names were stamped into 
it: - T. Brophy, is. Hardy, R 0 Kanaley, 00 lVIoriarty, W 0 Sawkins, 
W. Sawkins and til. Tyler. 

A relic o:f antiquity - who knovm ? - If y ou do let me know. 

Ian Bogg. 
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CLHJiDElT. 
'- .... . -------... - .. ~ 

14t h. - 16th. Jtine, 1920. 

Aim~ Gene r a l Explora tion. 

IVI~~]J..e_nL.P,.JZ~.§,,~1l1 ~ jj . ,S 1:: inn , T.L.? C. Skinn, L. }3aker, C. Olsen, 
T. Hatthews , G. Baxter, D. Gardner, G. Skinn, 
JO. Charley, E. Good"Vrin , G. Horgan-Thomas , 
K. h cKendry . 

After arrivii.1g l a te }riday night, a surpris i nL;ly early morning 
l'laS achieved on Saturda3T. But alas, a slow breakfast put a stop 
to that. Just afte r n ine am. bro 0.8,3. members arrived to start 
their cle&""ling prograrlllne. Ted and Chris voluntee re d to assist 
them i n a cc ordance 1-rith 0.:). S. policy . 

As the cleaning party headed off through to the :800t :Room and 
beyond, the bulk of the party headed of": for a total exploration 
of t he area to the l eft of the main chamber. Around two hours 
was spent finding a lJ. there was to find in this a r ea . 

On our way into the cave proper, l,;-e met tl1e cle an i ng party vlho 
were heading out after their days cleaning. A small discussion 
followed after which the o. S .S. Jlelllbers le f t. 

Ted and Chris then s h owed us the clean areas of the cave. The 
ne"\°Ter membe rs ',Tere then shown Helict i te 'Jall a nd further on, the 
Ice l\1a idens a t vlhich s t ac;e vie ab out turn and made our way out 
of· the cave 0 

Sunday morning found 1...:'..8 in r·Turder, vlith half the party in the 
Hi (!:ht Hand :..:ixtens ion. \vhil s t photo(,;rapners took pictures o.f the 
far end of the extens i on the rest of us found a ll the other 
ca v erns in and etround tho Dlue ' 3tal area . After :four l1.ours 
underground v-Te ' raade onr way out. 

Wi th f ive members h omGward b O1'.nd earl y monday, tho,se ,,:;ho were 
left d id some li8ht c ,1vin,~: in Transmission for tvlO hours 
before calling it qui.t s lor the liTeelcend. 

JElNOLANo 

P0t q, ~ 19th . - 20th . J'uly 9 1 geO . 

Aim ~ Continue prograJTh'11e in lIIammot h and ,Ji burds 
Lake Caves . 

~o~Plbers PLes~nt ~ B . :3kinn, T .L . 9 Co Skinn, K. Bilger, G. Baxter 
T • . Matthews, D. Gardner, W. Gabt , K. Raddatz, 
R. ~rett, R. Sanderson. 

After checking tn at the Guides Off ice to obtain the keys , camp 
was set at l\'[ammoth l:'l,Lt. Then to achieve maximum thrust for our 
exploration, the party was split in tl'lO. The first party's 
obj e ctive being e:;;:pl or,-:ltj_on of the Great l~-orth Cavern. A party 
of four was chosen, leaving six to find the Inf i nite Crawl 

-I 
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and possible dig from. the Guzunda reCs ion of the F orth 1:Jest 
Passage. Vie all pro(?;ressed as one party a s far as the Junction 
then 1\Tent our separate ways. Coming through the Central River 
section the .River vTaS found. to be flmving and the Centra l Lake 
about 300mra de e p~ unlike the previous trip when both were dry. 

On reaching the Great ~~orth Cavern very light exploratlon took 
place due to the cond itions encountered on the trip in~ a lthough 
a second trip could be beneficia l in determLning the exa ct 
potential for future extensive explora tion. 

On ga ining the ent rance afte r 8 hours under ~ the other party 
wa s found to be already enjoying te a . This party had rea ched 
the Guzunda 1 but due to the time lirnitation had to return 
before complete exploration had been a chieved. 

The next day upon the direction of the Chief Guide 1 .. 'Ie pulled 
up the ladder leading to the E'alse Frenchman's Cave. vIe 9 like 
the Chief Guide felt that leaving a ladder i n dubious condition 
dang ling from a cave vlhich tourists pass quite frequently was 
not wise. itlhilst in that region 9 the entrance to H.ho Hole was 
measured up for the gate 0 Our next trip to Jenolan I'oill see a 
start in the placement of the gate. 

Sunday afternoon 1\TaS spent walk i ng up the North Valley to 
familiarise the new members l'1ith the area. 

§.T.r:~~~::tL~P~_~~U1B.r:QllT~;8)~.J; ... ) II§.1ili (Leader of the 2nd . party) 

After v-le split int 0 tHO g roups ~ :arian t ak ing Robert, Ted and 
yooff onto the Gre:::.-b ;Jorth Cavern? I took the other less 
experienced mem1Jers onto the North West Passage to have a look 
at the Guzova and Guzunda. Some fun was had by mysely at the 
Dry Siphon as I had 0'1 my short wetsuit and the others did not 
knm'l 'what was in store, for them as my maniacal lat.l:ghter rang 
out fron the other side. We continued on a l one the passage ' 
with Kathy getting a l ittle ,'wary in the a rms. 'rhe ~;ravel crm'll 
was only about 1001lli'n ll i (;h a nd h ad to be dUG out~ so I became 
a wombat. Soon v'le 1'lere all through and into the cavern. ~~athy 
had some d ifficult y clir:1oinc; up to the Guzova as did some of 
the stalvJart members of the par·cy . The trip lias te rminated 
h ere and 1'18 headed O1..'.t shQ1,vin~ Kathy a s mall but well formed 
phallict ite _. she had been I'larned by wor];:mat os to look out 
for these fonnations. 

An enforced stop was made a t Central Lake to l)olster the 
nerves of some of the members. The llext problem arose at the 
squeeze at the bott Ol!l of the :Skull and Crossbones as vIe had to 
push and shove to get our female associate throuc;l!.o Having 
successfully neg otiated this hazzard she \Vas securely attached 
and belayed up to the top of the Skull and Crossbones. A 
further stop vlaS calle d in the H.ailvray Tunnel vlhero libe ral 
doses of sundry internal medication were partaken (ic. jelly 
beans ~ chocolate et c 0) From here we made our ''lay out without 
difficulty although progress vms painfully SlO\ll 9 much to the 
delight of the more f a tigued male members of the party. 
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CLIi3"0' DEN. 
~- ...... -"'......--.-.-~ .... -""" 

2ncL ~ 3rd. AUGUst ~ 19[;0. 

Further survey vJOrk in lJ'aplovT. 

Due to the absentmindedness of the Trip Leader, some necessary 
inf ormat ion vTaS left at hone and as a result no vrork could be 
done. So? on saturday afternoon a couple of hours vIas spent in 
lllYTeemba Cave. 

On ;:mnJa y we vis ited. Trapdoor a nd had another look for the 
elus ive Eyrie Cave entrance. 

Exploration. 

~e.:<~_(~}-:c~ ):.rJ3 SEL111 ~ L. .3aker, 'r. L 0, T. lV[atthe,'ls? ~T. Charley, 
E. Goodwin, R . :Brett. 

vlh ::-.le Ted and Jack s p8nt 1t hours cleaning i n lTain Hith 0.:3.8. 
memberG;, }lick and mysc; lf vvent off to do surface tro{,>;i ng on 
th8 s i~c of the hill near No.36 and b e tween Main a nd the road 
g oing do-Hn to Transmis s ion ll'lat. 

Saturd2,y afternoon sat'! us heading for !,JyreerJba, the '\'leather 
was bleak so vlG left the ca rs at the silo and Ivalked cros s 
country for the cave. iJyreemba Has found to be a good sporting 
cave II i.-ch maze passages and a feVl small climbs. On retv.rning 
to t he surface the weateher was still ble~k. 

Sunday 8mf Ted leav e early 9 tho rest 01 us heading fo r Trapdoor 
vTh8re most passages vl(~ re push.3d and He fou.nd tho ins ide entrance 
to Eyrie, but not h avinc Graham 'di'ch us He a ll chickened out in 
puslling the s queeze ret1 .'Lrning to the surface. 

Next the h illsi.de ~vas searched for the outsi.de entra nce to 
Eyrie l-vith no such luck . \!e gav e up and. hea ded bacle to the hut, 
cleaned up then headed for hrune . 

1/AL1I. 

9th. - 10th. August, 1900 . 

Aim ~ :Cxplorat ion 8l1d farniliar i sat ion. 

Vie a ll met at 1\1t Tomah 9 s a turday mornin{S leavinG a t 6. 30a and 
arrived at 9.15 after checking in vrith the fn.rmer. 

L , 

-I 
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We began our search Jf the area by spending one hour in WA49. 
I not iced that it I!fEL 3 w'etter than l ast time and some dig~Q: ing 
was done in some sid,) l eads. The avlk"l-.rard entrance pitch induced 
some Cllrt cO.rrL.llents _. Lione l "tTas not pleased. 

We decided that to c8mpile a map of the a rea was expedient, so 
we spent 3 hours of the afternoon searching for caves, noting 
tag numbers and po~;si.l.)le dig sites and collating same on map. 
By dusk lde vvere glad to head back to camp for a pleasant meal 
and were all in bed t y 8.30. 

Sunday morning we he a ded off to examine the northern half of 
t he ou-:~c rop, to our surprise it is quite extensive and enters 
t be ne iGhb ours prope r ty. I:le only found five dig sites and one 
t agged cave. The limes tone i s of a dif;:erent character? hardly 
c avernous [i,t a110 After 3 hours Ive had covered most of the 
remaining area a nd. h o'd it all on paper. Next trip we 1;-lill be 
able to add more det a il to tr.w map and visit some of the caves 
Ive loc<.d;ed . 

One of the difficulties of \/alli area i s the nature of the 
entrance a nd lack of dolil1(3 in. J'10~3t cases ma~:in~,-,: it difficult 
to locate c aves, \J.A;-) ·~ is a g ood example. VIe spotted the small 
doline adjacent to t he cave and only then did liTe spot the real 
cave entrance: 1 these g enerally spea!;:ing have vertiual pitches 
and some are very deep. . 

Not a very exciting Ke ekend but none the l ess fruitful, as lve 
now knovI the extent of the limest one and roughly what it 
conta i r:.s . 

xxzxxxxxxx 

JEN OLAI'·f . . .... -._ ..... .-- .-.---

30th. - 31st. August, 19;-;0 . 

Aim : Exploration .- South.ern Id_J."Uestone. 

~~Jll~.e_l-:f~ .:t:~e)~f?p:;.1 ~ I. D ogg, T. L. 9 B. S Ie inn 9 L 0 Dalw r 9 (L Baxt e r , 
G. :Jumr:l ings , Do GD.rdner 9 Ii{. Ga·'ib. 

Afte r cmnpleting formalities at the Guides Office we headed 
to IVI8.1nrnoth Flat to await the arr ival of the l ate ones. 

Arriv irl(:; at the Flat \Te i n.troduced ourselves to a couple of 
undorgY.:lclu.ates vho "Here 1vorkinc on a z oolog ical project in 
relatic .. 'l to the i?allaby population at J-eno+an. ';Shakey " Baker 9 

the ev er inq·u.isitive on e i,yj.th a profOlmd yearning for hi.~:,her 
learning inquired ;iHav ya found any thin interqst in ye t ? ;I to 
which t:hey roplied 9 ;;70h9 some \'lallabys are hornoseJcual i

; _. pause 
- pregnant s ilence ~ i~ hen Shakey, never lost for l'lords said 
aGeez mate, ah neva n e"Td clat , \The re all dey " - Leaving Shakey 
to c.2rry on in his inimitable fashion HO pitched camp 9 had a feed 
a.."1d trogg ed up_ 

With tl!fO vehicles Ive h eaded up to Kanangra \'JaIls road and around 
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to Nt. Whitley. Out' aim vas to pick up the southern mos-'~ 
extremity of the limestone and travel northward systK','J.;;i<:- a. ~I:;_y . 

Unfortunately we took t be VTrong fire trail \lThich meant ' ;·2 G:' d i2 d 
up at Ginkin Point on the -"iest of Oamp Oreek. Lionel elc:::te 1 
to remain behind (to mind the ca rs ?) so \lve he aded off dcwn 
the spur in a S,E. direction, r oaching the limestone some 30 
minut e s 13:ter \lThere a short R 'll stop liTaS ca lled. 

Spreading out we elected to work over this outcrop, i;rh ich Vie 

did r.::'~thor thoroughly finding only 3 caves? one o~c l'rh ich was 
tagGe d J46. 

J46 obviously has had a lot of attention as there was a 
consid;_:rable amount of debris removed. from a qurGc~ impressive 
entrance. nore \lTork i s required 9 but at this s tage 'ilb.at cave 
there may be has not been uncovered. 

'rhe s ocond cave ;-8 some 10 - 15 metres above creek l ev e l a nd is 
not visible from the creel{ bed. A small openinG in the tussock 
covered slope leads i nt o a ve ry small chanber vJ'itb. some 
p otent ial - I'Jould reqrLire s ome dig(~in8 . 

The third cave lies 011 t o:p of the outcrop and has a t i (-) :'.t 
vertical entrance which opens into a small chambe r, The cave is 
s ome 20 - 25 metres l ong and 5 ~ 6 metres de(~ p vT ith g ood digging 
prospects. 

A fourth hole ( p it) wa s located a t creek leve l 1dh i ch '\'las some 
~~ metres 't-lide l)y 5 metres dee p . A shape represent ing a stubby 
boot i n cross section vertically. For anyon8 wal k ing this track 
at night, the p it, hole or s ink could prove hazardous as it 
bisects the track . 

The cave loca tions and the o1.rccrop lThich tVO trog:s ed are covered 
by t he following map re fe rences •........• (supressed) 

The v!orst part of the days act ivity vras t a haul back up to the 
vehicl(~s . A gradient bet t er tha.l1 -ehe renown Acetylene 3pur at 
Colong. E[mlever 9 the day vras capped off by a very pl e3..sant 
social ev ening arou.nd t h e .cire . 

s~~. We 1-lere up and allTay at a respectable h our, the i n tent 
being to wal k up Oamp Creek. This \Ias started a t Surveyors 
Creek to traverse up and over t he top of the l i mestone ? but, 
aborted due to heavy rain -- an early start f or home Im s i n order. 

"'r''\T~'r\r-:r~r'tr-" ,"'t7 

.l ~./L ·' . _·.l._: :-!_~ l..J, -t. ....L~ 

HYAiL1'J) !E • . - - -"'- .. ..... .... --... .... 

4th. - 6th . October? 1980. 

Aim ~ General }Jx plorat ion. 

Mel1!.l:>_~s_~~~e~~~>Il~. ~ L . :daker 9 T. L. 9 G . Cummi ngs 9 1::). Goodvrin, 
J. Charley? Po Sarnrnrc , R . :Brett . 

I 
~ l 

l 
l 
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Arrived Friday at 11pm. 

Saturday morning- bluff 9 srnoke fom nearby bush fires fill 
the a ir. Surveyed all caves knovm to us. li'ound No.3 and 1 jus t 
ove r the ridge . Arriv i ng back for lunch t o fL'1d camp pa cked 
''l ith people . That afternoon we spent exploring the old tourist 
section. 

Sunday morning we ScHI many cavemen ent ering ma in cave . IVLany 
l adders at t he Keyhole. Di Gpute a t interrn.e diate c1,amber and 
after discussion we continued through to Gunbarrel then onto 
Ceasars Hall moving on to J?rustra t ion JJD.ke . Ve r ;1traced our 
steps after 7t hours in the cave. 

JEI.fOLA.N. 

11 tb.. Oct o~er 9 1980. 

Aim : Exploration i n J"4 1. 

Entered J4 1 and preceeded as far as the Slop Trouc..:h. RecoITmend 
a single ladder be uued i n Eutu:;:-e from the top of Cloud Pitch 
to the Ch ocolate Box . This i s achieved by cormedtinc: 2 or 3 
ladders together. ~3e lay i s onl y r equired on Cloud Pitch. 

CLII~FDEN . 
• : ..... __ .~-.r .. __ ... ......... ,~ 

Dat e: ~nd. November? 1980 . 

Ai1l1 ~ Photography. 

F ive h ours ';'las spent phot ogra}ipi ng in Yarrmricah . 

A dig 'Has comraenced into th() top of rock pile ~')e l ow No onameena 
but across i n d i rect ion of Yarrmri gah . 

18th . ~. 19th . October9 19 ;.~O. 

~l(3}l!.Q.~r£..J~.:r:.?_?ent ~ ~T. Charley? T .I, .? ,T. Charley ? 1' 0 ~i3aker9 
IL Drett. 

Airn ~ Surf ace Examination a...lld Cave Investigation. 
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Arrived 9. 45am 8atnrday fwd i-,ri thin half an hour we set out on 
a trog of the limeBt one along the creek, f i nding most of the 
cavo tags Fe sought. After t wo hours of walking around in 
circles it I'Ta.S ).)ac}{ -co camp for lunch and t hen on with gear 
and set off for ViA4 ? which was one of t he caves we had to find 
tha t morning . According to t he map there is a lake a t the 
bottom but that has long since dried up. There is some g ood 
sporting climoimg above tb. l3 lake floor, v-TG used a ladder to 
gain access to t he oottom but it was unnecessary for t he more 
i...."Yltrepid. ;3 pent tl';O hours in the re and then v;andere d over to 

1fiA')2 and had a fun ninety minut e s invest i ga t inG the man y tight 
squeezes to be had . ethe r e is a 12m13tre l adder pitch int o it 
then the ro is no further {.;ear ne (Hled. I found a small nLu,lbe r 
of bats near tho entranco a nd a slmllows ne s t with throe o[;,'7,s 
in it. I hope t he chicks h ave a suc ce s sful t e st fliGht because 
t here i s a bout 10 me t res of fresh a i r below the ne s t. Left the 
c av e at dusk and went ba ck to camp. 

Next morning vIe headed of.!? to see the siGhts of WA41. Is only 
small but interosting T,'fith a s mall roof collapse , only a voice 
connection ~ W.A47 also connects into it nGar the entranco , again 
only a voice conne ctton. One and a half hours e l apsed i n there . 
Next 9 of f to VIA 12 (Piano Cave)? for a look. Lionel sh owed us 
the conne ction to 'VA13 and had somo fun \·mnde r ing tho many 
tunne ls and f a l se floors. Another h our and a ha lf in there ~ a 
nest of sT,'lalloHs with three bab i es in it tryinG to look 
invisible l'fhen we came near. Had lunch, packed up and left at 
1 .30pm. 

Summing up - a go od trip over a ll, Iro n01'l have a map of the 
out crop sho'wing all but t h irtee n ca.ve t ags ou of a p oss ible 
fifty s even. Thunders torms in the area Saturday night and 
Sunday morning , IVO Hore not inc onvenienced by the r ain but did 
not recieve much anyl';ay . 

~~~ 

~~ 

XXXX'.lXXZXX 

CI,IEFDEIJ . 

2nd . -- 3rd. N ovem~.) e r, 1 9CO • 

Taploi.! survey . 

Weekend spent on t he continuation of the survey. 

Geoff Baxter wa s heard to say while cavin(?;' at Cliefden 
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:aUNGONIA. -- _ .. ---.-... --.-

Date g 17t h. - 18t h . November, 1980 

Aim ~ S.R.T. explora tion. 

Ie. Bilger 9 t.r. L. 9 Ie . Bilge r (I'Irs.), G. Cummings. 

S.R .T. explora tion i n Acoust ic F'ot D22 , 137 -- B14, ~351, ]334. 

;Q,9:.te : 

Aim: 

TASNANIA. 

14th. - 22nd. December, 1980 . 

Familiarisation. 

K. :3ilger, K. :8ilgGr (Mrs) G. Gummings, 
T. natthe~-rs. C. ShavJ. 

In tota l 44 hours of solid caving involving abseiling and 
jumarring into Kubla J:~n y Ghengis I~1n 9 Croseus +++++ 

xxxxxxxxxx 

luTI YOU SHART ? 

THEN 

S C R I B D F OR 0 0 LIT E ~ 
• - --,... .. - ~ .. . '- ... . ---. ...... _ ... ..- "i"-"-- -- ......... - - ---.....",,~~ 
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N.S.W. 

PART 2 
Louise & Terry Coleborn. 

JlTTRODUCTI2l1. 

This is the second part in our N.S. \1[. Cave Fauna Series. Part one 
previously published in Vol 12(1) 

SPIDERS 
Spiders are classified under the following: 

Phylum: 
Class: 
Orde r~ 

Arthropoda. 
Arachnida. 
Araneida .• 

Cave spiders are classified into four major groups or Sub-orders~-
1 
1 'b 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Liphistiomorphae . 
]Ylygalomorphae 0 

Hypochilomorphae. 
Araneomorphae. 

'1he cavernicolous species :,-

Liphistiomor*hae: 
r 

i 

,j 

l /' 
II 

jI 

,/ Y!.:L&.alomorphae : 

Is a group of primitive spiders _.yri:th--segmented 
abdomen. This group is noJ_- -re15resented ill 
Australia ; they are _~orn:ined to Malay~i~, China, 
Thailand and Japan . 

They are nearly all large dull coloured spiders 
which live in burrmvs or silk tubes in or near 
the ground. They are recognised by the two 
pairs of b ooklungs ,which show as light patches 
on the underside/ of the abdomen. 

1<' 
/1 

l 

, 

// 

The chelic7 ae/ projects forward from the head 
and the fangs point backwards (dagger-like) 
ego FUllIw lWeb, Trapdoor 

There are two r e presentative s of this group in Australia: 

1 0 Ctenizidae. 
2. Dipluridae 

They are r e cognised by: . 
1 • Chelicerae vri t h rake or rastelluni. Ctenizidae 
2. Chelicerae without r~~e or rastellum. Dipluridae 

From the family DipluridaG we have a unique troglobite, ' 
!..roglodiplura lmve....Y,i "'{Grey 1973) vlhich was record~d from collected 
fragments taken vri th cockroach remains in Roaches i Cave (N58) , 
Nullarb or Plain (Ma in 1969). ; ' 

! 

From tho family Ctenizidae vle have a trapdoor spebie Dyarc..y0rs §.12.o 'i ' 
it was colleoted in the soil floor of Yessabah Bat Cave (KS5 NSl'l, 
their bUrrows are a V shape .. ' '-

:. ' \. 
\ 
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Ir,;ypochilomorphae~ , They are four longed spiders with pincer-like 
fangs 0 This group is relatively rare. There are 
tl.fO families from this group in Australia and 
both have cavernicolous representatives. The 
families are ~-

1. Gradungulidae. 
2. Hickmaniidae. 

Fam.:iJ:y Grad1ID@lidae ~ 

Specimens of _,a:, troglophilic Gradungula .§.:2. that were partially 
depigmented were collected from Cliefden, Jenolan and Yarrangobilly. 
The only web building G~adungulid 2]. was collected ,fTom Carrie 
Bat Cave, U.S. W 09 from the dark zone. This species was ,partially 
depigmented. The web of this Gradungulid is highly specialised, it 
consists of a tnagled sheet from which two siJJt lines lead down to a 
vertical catching plarform just above the ground level. The spider 
sits head down to the platform, '\vaiting for an ummry ground d\mller 
to vmlk into or near the grolLl1.d attac[l.Jllents. Refer Figure 1. 

Family Hickmaniidae; 

This is represented by lliclunania troglodytes a large Tasmanian 
spider and is the sole representative of this family. (Goede 1967) 
states it is commenly found in the twilight zones in Tasmanian caves, 
it builds an extensive sheGt web (Hickmzm 1928). 

AraneomorphaE;,~ 
This group is Iwll rep esented in Aust. caves. 

FamilyPholcidae~ (Daddy Long Legs) 

This ioa well known family, eas ily recognised by their exceptionally 
long spindly legs. Thoir general c olour is a pale creamy fawn, with 
irregular markings. pholcioJl£ is represented by several troglophiles 
but only one troglobitic species which was recorded from I1t. Surprise 
Lava Cave, Nth. Queensland 9 ~permophora §Jl. - Its eyes were de
generate and its rigment "'Tas lacking. Another species found at 
Camo01.feal a lso l acked pigment but has normal eye development. 

Fami~y Amaurobiidae ~ (Sheet Builder s) 

Spiders of this family have cribellum and cah~istrum. The webs of 
this family have a bluish tint a nd are rather Ulltidy. It is a loose 
shoet extending outwards from a crack or small hole. It is in this 
crack or hole that the spider makes her retreat and the sheet often 
forms a rough funnel-like shape near the entr::mce . 

Genus Ixeuticus 
The black house spider is typical of this genus. The cavernicolous 
species is ' Ixeuticus socialis and is known from cave entrance areas 
of Jenolan~ Abercrombie and ,Bungonia, l\There it builds large 
communal sheet webB in the roof arches (Gray 1973). 

Sub-Family Stiphidtplao~ 
This family is reprc~sented in N.S .ld. by E.rocambridgea cavornic ola 
which is a depigmented troglophile in the WOElbeyan-Wee Jasper areas. 
It has a funnel-·like ,;veb attached between rocko or Ul1der overhangs. 

Sub-Fami~x Amphine2Jinae~ 
This family is represonted by the genus Am....2hecta, 1vhich is a spider 
found in the largo cave systems of Tasmania. 
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. Jt'~~npr-GSGnte c3 hy Epimecinus alk; rn[£, a troglophile from 
the Nullarbor Caves area 1 v1hero it builds a horizontal shawl-like 
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"iTCb under rocks. This _.species ho,8 [''.180 b eon collected on the surface. 

F ' J ~Jf • t . d 0 • aEll _y III UrR.l.J2&.. 

Jany.sia muirJ: (a blind hunting spider) was recorded from \"leebubbie 
OO,vo (N2) Nullarbor Pla in from the t"vilight zone. Related species of 
J. muiri have been recorded from Buchan-Murrindal arons - it has 
mo..rkGd -·oyo roduction and dopigmentat ion. Another rolatcdspccios was 
colloctod fron Kompsey ~ it "feW a dopigmonted troglophile. 

This family usually havo bodios v-Thich aro brmvn and hniry. The eyes 
0,1"'0 arrnn.gocl in tl<TO rmvs of four. The tarsus of at least tho· first 
ruld second legs have a denso br~sh of short hairs. Its splllllerots 
a ro fairly short 8Xld very close t ogothor. This enables it to bo 
dist.inoouished from t"VITO otho::r f amilies of spiders, tho Hers iliidae 
l'>Tho has very long sp i"Y}.n orets and tho Drassidae in vThich tho -front 
8pinnerets are wide r npart. Refor riguro 2. - .-

}\~alos are usually identifiod by thoir club shaped palps. 

Gonus Olios 
1hoy are among tho smalle r h~~tsmen with bodies about 12mm long and 
a log span of 50I'IlD. Tho prOSOBCl and the Clbdomen are more roUnded and 
not as flattened as 'with oth~r genera in this fc:u:nily. Their colour is 
usually a fairly Ul'liform yellowish-brown 'with a paler underside. 

~etero~oda ]roco£a is c orunon ll'l caves in the Conboyne-Yessabah areas 
and Olois pictu~ has been recorded from Yarrangobilly Caves~ -

~ru~ily Cycloctenidae~ (rorest Hunting Spiders) 

An endeI1ic family of .Australia and Now Ze O,l a.'Y!d. The genus Cx.cloctenus 
a re known from caves in N.S. v.J. and Victoria. They are the sane as 
tho surface d"vellers . ToxoRs iolla §.E. are small huntors \<Thich are , 
found vu:mdoring on cayo wO,lls and floors. 

~ E'aT2lily Lycosidae ~ (\llolf Spidors) 

'1;his family is cOLlprisod of fairly large spidors which can SOTIe
tIDes be seon LYl. large numbors run.."ling in fields and "Toods. -

This family is considere d t o be only o'ccidental visitors to caves 
as they are visual hUl'ltersdJ:o,d thG cavo environnent in very 
unlikely to attract then. mmvor, (Gertsch 1973) d(}scribed a blind 
1{01f spider from HmTaiinn Dava S • 

¥ami~ Minotidao ~ (ATIbush ing Spidors) 

Found in cavos as 2, first-lo iTo l troglophile. ]\UTIetus §.E. 
recorded fron Yarrongobilly (Y30) N.S.N. 

Family SxgphtognathidaQ~ 

A small troglobitic species Hic:t.i.:eholcoDrlO 10ngj,.s§iP1B is found at 
Jenolan, it constructs snaIl sheet wobs in /tb.e" crevices of actJ:ve 
formations. ' ,/ 

FamiJ.y Theridiosonatidae: (Orb-vl~ Spiders) _ --------

SpociTIens of this family have~on collacted~~-±n cav~ south-
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. 7 ~ast . and s out-wast Australia .. Thoridiosl)na ~o lims recorded fron 
Aborcronbie Cav os , N.S.W. (B ogg - 1969) 

g'ru:.libL LinYI2..hiidQ,e ~ (Honey Spiders) 

Small black money spiders constitute the bulk of this family. 
Laetesia weburdi is found at Jenolan Caves where it constructs 
smarr suspendod sheet webs in the crovices of moist formations. 

Also from Jonolan Cavos is tho only Linyphi~ troglobite, a white 
long legged blind spider which builds a sheet wob similar to 
l!. weburdi. 

Wyanbene has a second-leve l troglophile from this family the genus 
SynotaxllS its oyos aro normal but its appendages are much 
groater than is usual for this species 

Famtly Theridiidae~ (Red-Back Spider) 

The ayes of this spidor family are in two rows of four with the 
outside eyes of both rowS close together. These spidors build 
irregular lattice wobs. This spider usually stands upside dOvin near 
tho top of the web. In spring it is very common to find the egg sacs 
which are usually globular and coatod 1.yith a white fluffy sill, 
suspendod from the lattice "'JOb . 

This family is mostly common surface dwellers, but their webs arc 
often seen in dolines abd cavo ontrances . La-crodectus hasselti 
(rod-backod spider) is one example of -Chis spider. 

Achaearanea extrilidium has been r ecorded from Yarrangobilly Caves 
lY30) N.S. W • -Archararlo a §.E. ~;ras collected and r ecorded from 
Abercrombie Caves {Bogg 1969). ~teatoda §.E. has been recorded from 
caves in south-eastern Australia - from Kempsey to Mole Creek. 

All species of this f amily are r ecogni sable by the characteristic 
comb on the tars i of the:i or f ourth l egs with vThich they draw ou t ac 
ribbon of silk to be throvm ovor their captives. 

!gmily Uloboridae~ 

This f amily of spidors is r ecognisod by its comb, tho calamistrum 
on the hind met a t a rsi, and the broad silk-producing plate , the 
cribellUffi, in fromt of the spli1l1eretso Sever al other spiders have 
these organs, but only this one builds a whoel 1veb. Tho silk . 
produced by the cribellum tends to have a bluish tint. Thorefore 
a bluish whoal ~.,eb is almost certain to bo mado by an · uloborid 
spider. Its web is seldom rogular and is usuaily supported by a 
rathor ULntidy mass of threads abovo and below. Ulob oru~ pantherinus 
builds a horizontal orb 1-reb and vms recordod from Grill Cave, 
(B44), Bungonia , N.S. Ill . (\Vo llings 1972). 

SPIDER RELATIVES . 
Ticks and ·mitos bolong to the ordor Acarina . Thoy a re ·dist::mt 
relatives of spiders, harvostmen, scorpions and pseudo-scorpions. 
They are characterisod by e i ght l ogs whore an ~sect havo only six. 
An intoresting f a ct i s that mites hatch a s nYBphs with six logs 
but thoy have eight as adults (Savory 1974) 

To s ay that mites occur ev erywher e on t ho suria ca they nuke up a 
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Figure 1. The Catching F1latfonn of the Gradungulid~. found in Carrie Bat 
Cave N.S.W. 
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Figure 2. Dorsal and ventral surfaceB of a spider. 
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large section of our cave popula tion . 

~hey are very soall and live in the cave soil and rotting wood. 
Somo are parasites and are carried around on tho legs and bobies of 
2.arger cave aniDals o 

Ticks are -u.suall.y larger than mites, and they have a hard leathery 
skin . The ticks ctnd nitos found in cavos aro uoually associated 
"\vith bats or bat guano. Thoro are five stages of development of tho 
guano nitoUroo~ f9yropbilw - egg-l arvao - protonymph -
deutonynph ,- adult. This nite feeds on fungi but bat guano is 
necessary for ogg laying. 

Tho nOl'lly hatched larvae of the parasitis ticks and mites vmit on 
the bat guano or sillilar organic material for an anillal to brush 
against thoDo They can then transfer thomsolvos to tho coat or 
hide of tho anioal. Aftor sovoral Dontho they reach adult sizo 
and sexual m::lturity. Thoy brood on thoir host after which tp.e fenale 
drops to tho ground, ';vhero she doposits her eggs, she dies shortly 
afterwards. . 

Ticks and mites arD usually grou }:'oc1 into six sub-orders (Snvory 
1964) of which three ho:ve beon recorded fron cavesg-

1. Po'rnsitifornos 0 

2 0 Sarcoptifornos. 
3. TronbidiforDes. 

PQrasit iforDes (sub-grol!J? IVIetr£t igl'lata) 

This group is COTh'"1only lmovm as ticks. 

Tho family Ixod idao is 1'lell reprosonted in Australia both on the 
surface nnd-U:~dorgro~u1d. 

~nOL1.mil auruK:iJ:lo.;Xl§: (SchLllzo 1936) 1fCtS collected froD the twilight 
zone of Range Cavo, Flindors Islw~d. It is a c oonon tick which uses 
the vTonbat ns its host. 

l1.J2 ongpTIna l1.Y..drosill3£.i (NmIT.l[m) was collected fron Tick Cave (EI4) 
and IVIug Stuck Cave in the Mt. Etna area. The host of this specios 
is gonerally a reptile [Uld its occurronco in these caves is probably 
related to the occurrcmce of a species of ~Jthon (Hanilton-8nith). 

Argas davie~ .§.}2 c nov "lvas collectod froD the c O,vos at Cue, vJ.A. Its 
host is 0. bat. This specDJ.on 1v:=-~S t Clken froD !!p'tesicus J2...urJ.iluE1.. 

Ixod.es holocyclus has boen rocorcloc1 fron Fox Den Co.ve, TR429 Tillor. 

Ixodes trichusuri (Roberts 1960) specir:.lens have been collected 
froD the clctrk zones of j\1ersey Hili.· C2.ve, r.101e Croek . Its host is 
probably the bu.sh pos surJ. but it can also be found in association 
w·ith the kangaroo r at o..nc1 introduced ro.ts. 

Ixodes ornithorh~ (Lucas 1845) W"[lS collected from the ·Wind 
IJ:\mnel,Exit Cove I da Bay . . iI. malo spocille:.'1 vms collected from tho 
dark zonos od Sc otts Cavo? Molo Creek. This specimen fron Sootts 
Cavo os of particular interaot as it was the first ['lale of this 
species to be recordod (Goedo). The host of this species is the 
platypus (O:r-.q.ithorh.:zp.chus QPo.tinus) which has beon oncountered in 
tho caves. 

J~ 2]. has boen rec orded fron tho River Cave, Yarrangobilly. 
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Tho following three fQTIilio s have beon c ollected from the Grill 
Cavo and DruB Co,Vo at Bungonia, vlomboyan Caves and Church Cava, 
Weo Jasper in association with the bent-winged batn (N.iniopterus 
§..chreibersii) 

1 • 
2. 
3. 

Ixodidao 
Spinturnicic1ae 
Laelapidae 

Ixodos simplex Dinplex (Dow 1968) 
Spinturnix psi (Dow 1963) . 
Ichoronyssus aristippe (DoDroW 1963) 
Spinolaelaps niniepteri (DmlrOi-T 1963) 

Parasi t iformes (Sub::er oup I'-1osest ignata) 

This group consists of tho long nosod mitos. They 
havo been collected fron tho dark z one of King Georgo V Cave, 
Hastings fron organic natorial 

Sarcoptiformes (Cryptostig~ata ) 
This group consists of the sood mites. They are snaller than tho 
head of a pin and they foed on organic J:'latorial vlithin the cave. 
A largo nUI;}ber of sood nitos bolonging t o tho fanily Oribatidao 
wero f ound in association llith df'_DP buried ~Tooc1 in King Goorge V ( 
Cave, Hastings (Goode ). 

Tronbidifornos (Prostignata) 
The adult o:fthis group i s a largo ;Jright red nite and can bo found l 
in cave debris. r.UcrotroDbidiun §12. (Roberts on) I'Tas found in tho 
dark zono of Cushion CroGle Cave, Florontino Valloy. 

-HARVESTMEN 
Harvestnen aro frequ~ntly nistaken for spid~rs to which they boar a~ 
superficial resemblance . UnlLko spiders harvestnon have n o 
constriction betwoen the cephal othorax and abc1onon. They have four 
pairs of long delicato walking legs, a pair of pedipalps (Leglike 
appendages that serve as chowj~g parts) and a pair of claws for 
biting. The body is r oughly egg shaped and about 6no long. Thoy 
inhabit danp placus and aro n ot f ound in dry areas. They havo no 
poison glands. 

The harvestnon obtain oxygen and got rid of CO? by noans of a net
l{ork of finoly branched tubes r tra choa like =eho insocts. 

The none harvestnen CODOS fron tho ffict that they a re cODIlones t in 
late SUDmor and Autun. 

The harvestnen belong to the order Qpilionos and can be classifiod 
into three sub-orders~-

i. Laniatoros~ Nearly 1000 species are known, chiefly 
fron tho Southern Henisphore. -

2. Cyphophthalni ~ The nost prinitj_vo group (Sub-order), 
occuring nainly in the tropics. 

3. Palpateros~ ~ doninant group in tho northern tonperato 
l ands and not as widely distributed in 
hotter c ount ries. 

Species of cavornicolous harvestnen. 

Holonuncia (Forstor) is widospread ganus in N.S.W. caves and is 
also found on the surface ~~der logs. 

( 
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Holonuncia §..E . h as .l:)O-nl1· reported from several of the caves at 
Bungoniao They h ave been collected from Argyle B31 (Dew), Fossil 
a.nd Hogans Hcle B4-5 9 from the doline a-':1d .-under rocks and 'iood in 
the Dru.m Ca:-v-e B13 (Hun:t )? t h ey have also been collected from 
guano in Gri1J_ Cc~"7"e B44· . The species of Holonuncia from 13ungonia 
is nea r a spe c ie to I;;"~.;Yj}uncia .Q.avernic ola (Hunt). . 

~~.91 0Ylunci.§; §..12. h as been recorded from Y13, Y27? Y30, Y76 at 
... Yarrangobilly an d a]_~'jo from th r;: Belfry Cave (TR2), Timor Caves. 

'~he epecie I1.~12:.QJf!'.~c. ~·1>' . f;f::ly'l~ .. L~ has a leg span of about 25mrn and is 
:airly common thr()llgllOU'i; ~iasting Caves 9 Tasmania& 

IlomaneJ.la SP. a lso occurs i n Has ting Caves and at the time · of 
'c-olle c'iion ~-;ias very J':'arc, only the s e c ond such species known to 
sc ience (Goode). . 

PSEUDQ- SCO RPi3J'.!S 
False scorpions are t i ny arachnids seldom more than 6mm long. In 
shape they look l ike a scorpion vi.D.ich has lost its tail. Its palps 
are almost as lal~ge 2.8 it s body. They are generally very flat and 
this 'enablos them to rotreat into small cra cks. They are sPlooth 
.and glossy in varl.ouE\ shades of bI'O'i'ffi. 

42. 

The pseudo~scorpicns have a silk gland which open onto the 
chelicerae and 'ii i th the s ilk they build their nest. Their legs are 
fairly small and slonder and it has the marvellous ability of being 
able to mov o b acJ·n·rards as f as t as it can fOI'GI·mrds. 

Theprincipal food of tho false scorpion is s pringt ails , tiny insects 
of the .9_21...J.{;m'q_oJ::;~ ordor - liThich they consume whole. Whore ' as spiders 
suck their v ictims d-ry, and true scorpions eat all but the tough 
bits, ps oudo'-scorpi oIils devour their victims right dOlim to the last 
particle. 

;~t se::.=· -'~'l~nYl [) of tho year pseudo-scorpions may be s een clinging 
cothe l ogs of 1.L180c,Jr;,-. ~,Dd h p,rvestmen in t h e a ct of hitching a ride 
to a more favourable spot 0 

It may b e dis t i nguishod by t h e follo'l<ring points ~-

1 . Eye s .- it can h 2ve 4 ~ 2 or n o eyes a t all. 
2. The ab domon consi.sts of 12 dist inguishable segments. 
3. The logs 1 and 2 aro usually diffe r ent from the legs 3 

and 4 , 
4. Thor ,., ,1:t'O -GloW pai . .c of r espirat ory spiracles on abdominal 

segment s 3 and 4. 

Tho order Pseudoscorpionide" c o)1+'n.ins t hree sub-orders ~-

1 • 
2. 
3. 

Heterosphyrouida 
Diplosphyronida 
rlJ:Ol1 os phyrol1ida 

F&'llily 
Family 
:Frunilie s 

Chthoniidae 
Neobisiidae 
Cheliferidao 
Chornet idae 

}\'[ost species of pseudo- scorpions f01Uld in Australia belong to tho 
famiJ_y Qllihs1:n=L~AC2 .. Seventeen s pecies are described for Australia 
m'J.d they are divid. od into five genera. 

1 • . ~y"::r;:W1J.l:.o.cl~:t.Jl011J,R§'. Has t'l<TO species but nono are found in 
cavos o 
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Pseudotyrnnnochthoni~. Has nine species and six if these 
are found in caves. All the Tasmanian psoudo-scorpions 
belong to this genus. 

~. ~hlus has , been collected from Mole Creek, Baldocks 
Cave ffild Scotts Cave. Tho spocimen collected was ' 
completely eyeless. 

,E. tasm~nicu~ 1fas collected from the dark zone of King 
George V Cave, Hastblgs and also from the surface. The 
specimen from the surface was comple,t~-"o:yB-less but the 
specimen from the dark zone still, retained a pair of 
eye lonses. If it wasn't f or the surface specimen this 
specios would almost certaL"lly be classed as troglobi~:~i ' 

.--' --_. 
3. Austrochthonius. Ras two species nnd one is found in caves. 

4. 

It is found in the southern half of Australia. 

Satrochthonius. H~s three species Qnd one is feund in 
caves. In fact it is only found in Australia. 

5. Morikmvi<=l. This genus 11o..s only " one spec'ic and it is found ( 
in caves. In fact this species ho.s a very interesting 
distribut i on. Ono VlGE collocted from \\fest Coast of Mexico, 
ono from Jap8n 9 tvvo from No 'liT Caledonin end a cave nda:ptod 
spocie from the Grill_Davo, Bungonia (Chamberlin 1962) 

In time thero vvill be D1211Y more specios idontified that are not as 
yet knovm - maybe you vvill disc ovGr them. 
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EDITORS THANKS. 

My thanks must go to Terry and Louise Coleborn for their effort 
tremandous contribution towards OOLITE material. Many, many times 

in this combined issue particularly, you will see lead credits. 
Obviously they have put in a great deal of time in our lead 
article series "Cave Fauna in N.S.W.rt Fortunatelt, as Editor, I 
am well aware of future material held pending publication. This 
only indicates v.rhat can be achieved with a little ' resolution and 
dedication by club members. 

f 



I 
) 

44. 

SPIDER SURVEY OF N.S. W ') . CAVltlul.EAS. 

"j----"-
1 ___ ' ___ lillEli./ CAVE _~+_. _ .. _~~:~:L~. _iI' SPECIES'. 

1 ABERCRO]YlJ3IE \ 
I Theridiosmat idae Theridiasoma sp. I Theridiidae Archaranea sp. 
I Tl.leridiosmatidne Theridiasoma-tidaG 
i ilmaurobj. idae IXGut icus socialis 

!-----'--~I:.\:I~I~j·.·.\- .• -"-"·-· ~-t, ---·--~-----·---·-'·-·--"-·rl-----_,~,~---.,,~~.--------
I ~i3':.Tl\TGO. 

; F44 I Ul ob or:i.clae Ulob orus pantherinus' 
, :-;2b7'13L} '~B5 9 B13 I ./'!.LJ.Et"c:robiidae I Ixeuticus socialis 

i 13~4 _ J ~_h~~~~~~os~ma~naG .~_ _ __ , ...,.. ____ . 

19~c I 
Gl'Ctdung..llidae ~adungula sp. 

!-:TENOLfl_N. ..!-A='~Ob~~d:: I ~X:ti:: ~OCialiS- - --
L:Lnyphiid2.o I IJaGtes i a WGburdi 

I Lj:(1.yphiida e Li..."1yphiid (troglobi te) 

I._._~ ____ . " ___ 'r~~:l~-=gnathidao l HiC~OPho~~omma longiss~~ 
\ I~l~YESSABAH 0 I 
! Bat Cave-(BS5) Ctenizidao Dyarcyops s p. 
i I=empsey I r.1iturgidao J anus i a muiri (form sp.) 

Yossabah Sparass idao Heteropoda procora 
~s ompsey 1'he rid iidaG Stoa-tjoda sp. 
C?.rri e Bat Cave Gradungulidae Gradungulid sp. 

. ..~-----------"-I------------I----------------~ I' ~~UG LOitl • 

; .,~~~~~~Ic:, .. :a_="~' ~:'~~~_'i!~:~"~:w:r:~ iO:.~~_t,_i_d._a_e_-t-_T._h,_e~:d~_~~~_a_-_t l_' d_:O_. __ .. _, __ . 
! 'r.8I~ JAS PER • 

.. "'-' ..... -~. -~-

AJ:!1o.urolJ iidae Procnmbridgea cavornicola 
I §lub=.KGlRi-1.,.Y: 

"~iOOEYA}J:"----'----r St iPhj~~.~ae oa .--I-l----~------'--'-
Anaurobiidao Proc amb ridgon c nvernicolm 
§..U b~ F ...::'"'@.t1Y 

I c.: t - b ' '1 - -j " I.) l P L ll, l._n(~o 

;---------------+1---.-------------_ .. _-------,--. ------
! ;Tl~D i 
: Ii J. J I Linyphi idao 

r YARRliNG-O-B-I--L-LY- . --t-----
1 "[50 I' Amnuro b iiclae 
! Y30 CtonidaG 

Y2 7 Gradunguli dae 
Un-numbered 

. Y30 

Y27 

Li.nyphiiclae 
Mimetidao 
S paras s idae 

Synot axus sp. 

--------.----.--------------------~ 

Stiphidion f ncetum 
Thasyre n l e pida 
Gradungul a sp. 
sp , indent. 
Mimetussp. 
Olois pictus 
Achaoar anea extrilidiun 
StGatoda sp • 

'

I Therid iidae 
. Theridiidae 

L _____________ -i. ____________ ...... _ _ ____________ --' 
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Ian Bogg. 

This paper is a condensed abstract of the natural res ources 'of the 
Orana Region which is in the Central Northern part -of N.S.W. The 
location is shown in Figure 1. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

The Orana Region is dominated by two physiographic VLnito: 

* an elevated area of undulating to rugged terra in in the 
southeast corner, and 

*'~- a large area of low- lying, low-relief land generally covered 
with allivium, which occupies the major part of tho Region. 

Tho boundary separa ting these topographic areas can be recognised 
as a line draiffi roughly fr om Baradino to Peak Hill. 

The hilly southeastern corner of the Region forms part of the western 
slopes of the Great Dividing Range, and averages 500-600 metres in 
~titude. The t opography r anges from gently undulating to undulating 
vJith broad shallow va lleys. 

There are three areas of exceptionally rugged terrain in the southeast 
* tho 'southeastern extremity of the Region where va lleys are 

stoo p, sometimeN rugge d, with a maximum elevation of 1;100 
metres above soa levol; 

* the lVGstcrn extremity of tho Liverpool Range which extends 
into the Region just north of Coolah, its crest being narrow, 
elongate, dissected plateau remnants 1,100 t01,200 metres 
above sea leve l; and 

* the Warrumbumgle MOVLntains, a very rugged and spectacular mass 
of eroded Tertiary volcanics, lying about 140 kID west of the 
Divide and surrounded on all sides by much lower country with 
a subduded topography. The highest point in the l,'larrumbunglos 
and in the Regi on , is r·10unt Wambelong - 1,206 metres above 
sea level. 

The major part of tho Orana Region f orms part of the Western Plains 
and here thG topography is predominantly of low r elief and elevation. 
Except for an outcrop of Pa l aeoz oic r ocks in tho southwest corner of 
the Region the vlestern Plains consist of alluvial flats which rise 
to about 350 metres above sea l eve l a t the WGstern bounda ry of the 
Region. Some 10vl rock relia f outcrops and stabalised d-u.nes appear 
in the "(.vest. 

T,UNERALISATION. 

J.VIetallic mineralisation in tho Orana Region is c onfined to rocks of 
the Lachlal'l Fold Bolt. The chief metals aro gold, c opper and silver. 
Gold was the first meneral re source exploited and contributed 
significantly t o the area's development, particularly during the 
nineteenth and early parts of the tw'ent ieth century, as the Region 
contained some of the largest g old fields in tho state at that time. 
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FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF THE ORANA REGION 
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.--Rocks belongi:qg to throe o::L.:tho.- 8"'.0-ologica l provinces into which 
______ ' Now south Vlalosnas-tm'tHldividcd are present in the Region. These 

~ provinces are the Lachlan Fold Belt, consisting of folded rocks of 
Palaeoz oic ngo y tho Groat Australian Bas in and the Sydn~y Basin which 
conta in flat-lying sodimentary rocks QL.-upper Palaeozoic and ]\~esozoic ---aae • __ .. --- -- -
~ "'--~--

Lachlan Fold---£olt. 

- ----------~ __________ ---------1he rocks in the Lachlan :B' old Belt consist of folded sedimantary 
1 ------------- and volcanic rocks Ivhich range in age from Ordovician to 

,~ Devonian. These rocks are intrudod by numerous granite bodies 
that range from Silurian t o Carboniferous in age. 

/ 
/ 

( 

There are t-wo maj or aroas of outcrop vlithin the Region, the 
frist being a l a rge a r ea occupying most of the south-west corner 
extending north t o Brmm,rrina and east t o Nyngan and the second 
a smaller aroa in the far south-east centred on Viellington and 
Mudgee. Much of the south western area of "outcrop" is mantled 
by superficial Quaternary sedimonts y residual deposits and soil 
so that actual outcrop is fairly rareG 

In tho western part of tho Region a multiply folded Ordovician 
sequonce of slates, schist, phyllites and sandstones is overlain 
by Silurian and Dovoni an sedimentary and volcanic rocks. 
Silurian and Devonian granites intrude thoso rocks. 

In tho Vlo llingt on-Mudgee area, sediments and volcanics of 
Ordivician, Silurian and Devonian ages OC0ur as a series of 
lL~oar belts trending north-s outh. The geology of this area 
is c OLlpl ex, and thero has been considerable folding, faulting 
and granitic intrusion . 

Andositic and acid volcanics, sho'lo, lillestono [md sandstone 
vThich Ivore doposited - rim shallow water, are the dominant rock 
types in throe a ro o.s , viz~ 0. belt passing through Wellington; 
a belt to tho eo.st of JVIudgoo -which is ov erlapped t o the east 
and north by sediments of the Sydney and Great Australien 
Basins r espoct i vely; and an a r ea i n the vic_inity of Narromine. 
The areas betweon the o.boveL1ention!f>'d belts a re chara cterised 
by sandstones and s l ates vihich vroro doposited in doeper wat~r 
condit i ons 0 

Late Devoni an sandstones 9 conglomerates and siltst ones occur 
north of We lling t en (CLl t ODb ~11 Rango), in the He rvo y Range 
(near Tomingly) and east of Nudgeeo Granitic intrusions of 
Carboniferous and Devonian age crop out in a nunber of areas~ 

Great Australian Basin. 

A large part of the Region is c ovored by the sedillentary 
rocks of the Great Australian Basin , Ivhich oxtends across the 
full width of the Region. In tho oast , tho Basin overlies 
PerL1ian and Triassic sedimentnry QUd volcanic rocks of the 
Sydney Basin. In the vmst, it ovorlies fold ed sediments and'~ 
igne ous rocks of the Lachl an Fold Belt. 

Sediments of Juro.ssie ago crop out n,]nost continuously along 
the eastern 8.ncl southoo.stern mo.rgiIls of tho basin, extending 
as f a r lyost as Gil gnndra and Baradino, before disappearing 
beneath Quaternary deposita. The Jurassic str ata consiSt of 
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a sequence of sandstones, claystones, ca rbonaceous shales and [ 
minor coal s eQDs. 

To the I';rest of the Darling/BanTon B.iver, sandst ones, clayst ones 
and shalos crop put as small is ol ated hills a nd a reas of low ( 
ridges, cOrDnonly capped .... lith a thin cover of silicified Tertiary t 
sediQents (silcrete) as residual g r avel and s e il so that aciual 
outcrop i s rnre. I n the a r ea bet~lOen the Bar,<lon and Culgoa. 
Rivers these outcrops oc cur in t h e f orm of two parallel south
westerly trendLl'1g a reas of l ow r i dges , ab out 30b apart, the 
western onec ont::l.ing the Lightning Ridge opa l fields. . 

Permian marine sandston~s, LlUcLct'ones, shales a nd siltstones 
crop out in t~TO snall o..r eas near '\;, ollar, a nd along the n,'lrgin 
of the basin t o the south of Ulan. Thes e a re oV8rlain by 
Permian coa l measure sodli1ents which crop out a l ong valley 
sides in the area. The coo.l measures a r e overlain by oqssive 
sanc1.st orJ.C, siltst one a n d shalo of Triass ic age which forn the 
prominent cliffs and plateaux in this a rea. ( 

Lime.st one and Doloni t e • 

Extensive reserves of lb~cstone of Silurian a nd oarly Devonian age 
a re present Ll'1 the Region to the southeast within the Iachlan Fold 
Belt, particularly ne ar v!ellington. Tho Narragal Limestone Belt 
consists of a l ong belt of disconnected outcrops of Silurian 

( 

! 
limestone extending over a d ista nce of more than 100ko from north of 
'hi8 llingt on south towards Molong. Despite large r e serves, these 
d8pos its are not fav oured for usc in coment nanufacture because the 
linest one c ont a ins a high proportion of dol onite a nd other inpurities. 
The largest roserve of high quality 1~10stone in theRegion is tho 
Nubrigyn Llllest ono I-lithin theo~1.rly Devonian Nubrigyn F ormation, 
which is best exposod 251m southeast of He llLl'1gt on . 

Other significnnt linestone dopos its occur e ls e"'There in the 
We llington aroa, .. md ncar lYlullge e, Havilo.h, Cuc1gegong 2Jlc1 Geurie. 
Dolomite and d ol onitic lll~8stone havo b eon werked at Bucknxoo 
near Mudgeo. Existance of substantial high quality lioestone deposits 
outside the Reg i on to the sm:~th :=mcl east. close r t o markets on the 
east · coast, will proclude t ho lo..rge s cale c1ev e l opnont of doposits 
in the Orana Reg i on in the foresooable futuro. 

Dolomite is very similar to lineston e except that it c ontains 
magnesiUB carbonate o.s 1vo ll as calciun carb ona te. Significant deposits 
of dolomite ,<lith 40 per cGnt or nore dol omite minera l occur in the 
Mudgoe area. Minor deposit s a ls o occur a t Cudgegong . 

Building an~ Or~ru~~ntal St ono. 

Deposits of granite, limestone ( llnarble i!), s l a te and chert have been 
worked in the southeast of the Re g i on. 

Grey, follilife r ous Dev onian limestone (Mudgee Grey Marble) and 
greenish, grey linos t ono (Mudgee Greon lVio.rb l e ) have been l<lorked near 
Mudgeo and Mullru.:mc1r:1y and IViurma respe ctively, while prestige 
IlCuclgogong Ivoryll ''las fornerly produced near Cudgego:q.g. Some line
stones in the Cudgegong area a r e currently being ,worked on a limited 
scale to supply narble chips for use in Tero.zz o wor~. 

1 

{ 
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Ol3.to lms fornorly produced fron several qunrrios in Silurian sedi 
f~ ediIlents 18ku 1.'!Ost of Hudgee vlhere good quality, hard , dark grey 
slate used for roofing and lovJGr qU2.1ity naterial used for slabs 
and de.l]p courses l,ere producod. 

R8FBRENCE~ 

50. 

c~os~tOIIO~ kolo, 1980~ Devel opnent a nd Enploynent Prospects Associated 
vlith Natural Resources of tho Orana Region, . 
~ltlndustrial Dov~l~~ & Decent~~sati~, 
Ne~T South Wales; ISBN 7240 493b 3 • 

~; 21 rn BID TO 
SET RECORD 
STRAIGHT ON 

t "'"'AV ,II\./l i=" N' L . CIYI .. __ 

FRENCHMAN JEAN-JACQUES 
~\Nl\jAUO IS A FILM 
DIRECTOR \NrTH A 
P/~SS IOf~ FOR 
THE PREHiSTORIC 

Sitting in his plush hotel room in CJ_aridge's, London, he 
enthuses about the time v;hen man was only jtl.s'~ man and grows and: 
v;-hen people talJ.\:: of cavemen~ clubs and dinosaurs. 

.. 
f..illlaud , 38 9 has just spent three years and $21 million, attempting 
to set the record straj_ght about life on earth 80,000 years ago, 
and the result - a film called Quest For Fire - will be released at 
christmas. 

;IPeople always think of Fre d Flintstone and cave dwellers (I hate 
the ~Tord cavemen) rushing around ·with clubs, dragging ItVomenby their 
hair' and fighting dinosaurs II he saido 

ilAnyone 'who Im0118 anything about history kn01vs 'i-.rhen homo sapiens 
emerged dinosaurs had disappearod. 

Quest For Fire is unique? Clocbvork Orange maestro Anthony Burgess 
created a special language for tho actors and anthropologist, Dr. 
Desmond Morris, provided the body language a nd movements to ' 
accomp8..ny it. 

The film opens with the Ulam tribe being savagely attacked by less 
developed Neanderthals, the '\tJagab ou, l-.rho extinguish the Ulam' s fire. 
The Ulams are almost vdped out but the survivors r ealise that vlith
out fire, they are doomed. They send their three strongest men to 
find fire. 

In the venture they encounter hostile tribes, cannibals, gigantic 
mammoths and sabre tooth tigers.They were chased by lions, attacked 
by wolves and ironocally, nearly burnt to death.Hidden amongst all 
the basic enotions is a l ove story" 

Annaud is confidEmt that his fiill is as close -Go recreation as 
possible to tho conditions that existed on earth at that time. 

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH Nov 81 



OOLITEl:2 ( 2 , 3) 

WEE.KF·f\jO \/\/Ith a 

"\'l ith lu.."lch over? "[8 loaded all the competitors in , on or under 
"lvailable vehiclGs a:c.d sat; off around the fj_retrails to the start. 
""(:-oint. Lcuiso "\'ra.s 2.c~~i:; to s-:;art them at f ive; mtllute intervals while 
Ji?,c k and myself left the a:rca to man CX:8C1': points. Leaving Kevin at 
tl"..8 first check pOL."1t I 'var~do:::'ed d O"l'T::'1. to t ho crook with my500mm \ 
- ons to photob~~aph tho cOlnl")p. titors at the crossing _ Nost arrivod 
\'l ith abewildored - disgusted look, as thoy realised that their 
J.ast bea-ring led them r ight acr 'JS s the creek, so i .l..; Ims wet feot 
or jeans f or all but ifony ~T~ . O :':ound tho dry way around. 

L.fto r all the c ompet i tor-s had passed tho chock points wo hoaded 
back to c arrrp t o cnrait tho f~rst arrivals . They Irfore somewhat late 
due to somo co:nfus:"o:1. with the; marlwrs? we had omitted 26 and had 
tyro 27's 2.nC. 14 V.JOnt strai.ght to 16 (wat; ~Tid all dat chekin an re I 
chokin - gwari mc-et 0, vl[).O ya ~ r:sma k id ?) as the f irst three through l 
found out. !:..t Tact Ivith them a~~_ ~3.ck 8Jld a ll pcints etc, tallied, 
it proved the l ast to 8.rri vo vTaS the vii...n:ner. "\ " i 

I'ony was presente<i wi th the prize . This shGils ' \ \ . . 
-:; :"::1at t a king your time ClllcL eomplotoing the \. \ \-~~ 
oourse for the maximum numbe r of contro.l " \ ~( 
i?o:Lnt s even with time penalty points deducted , , \ ~ 
certainly pays, in the LOHG RUN. )C.I 5-~ ~ 
I t was about this time that Greg arrived fron ( / Kanangra 
.',".sJ.J .s and 1;-; i -tIl hi.s obser'irat :ion tria::!.. added to the"--rest was the 
do clarod vli:nr..e r ~ e':.Tentually , with a total of 330 out of a possible 
335. Tho bar·-b~·q v'ms set up and after -eea with darkness and tho 
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-m:±st" Follfug .. _in, our compeUt-ors_ .paired up (Oh r eally !) for the 
night course . It .. a.ppear ed, due to ntho mist, thc:d they h a d more 
diffieulties finding the markors than we had in placing them. So 
it was 1t hours before the first a rrived back. S omo 'we re totally 
confused as they had very little luck in finding No.3 and on 
r e tracing thoir steps back to NO.2, f ound No .9 and so completed 
the course from thore . Others went fr om No.9 to No.12 and then 
b a ck to camp, missing 10 and 11 (marlwrs or b ods ?) This Wa s not 
hard as No o 1 0 \olaS very near to No.12 ~ sneCLky move - the eventual 
winnors hovlOve r found a ll the Barkers even tho Darkor hidden in 
the rocks which had e luded everyone e lse. Congratulations Tony and 
Robert. 

52. 

Sunday Dorning \ilTiJ set up the Spo l e o Sports and put everybody through 
their paces - this include d climbD1g a caving ladder which did 
have a whistle a t the t op, crawling through a l ow crawl set up 
Iv ith stakes, climbing through a swinging tra ct or tyre and 16" 
tyre 9 po.ss ing a 1411 t yre over t h e he ad and b ouy, climb ing between 
trees 10 11 apart, clinbing across a r ope traverse, zig-zagging 
through the small end of an extons i on l adde r anc~ finally crawling 
through four 16 H tyres t i od together. 

After a fun \o18ekencl, Torry, Louise Coleborn + 6, Jack and tToel 
Cha rley 9 Ricky Brett 9 Greg J?m<Te ll ~ Tony ~ }Viario, And Rob ert Ellis, 
Kin, Ra rry , Glenn~ Donna and ~Jeter headed f or h ome . 

S·COUT CAVltVG & B. M.S.C. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CLUB (B.M.S.C.) FOR A VALUABLE SERVICE 
[fRAT IT Hi''1.S BEEN PERFOPJVIING. 

I"iost spelos have v a rying viGlvs on Scout Cavers, but despite those 
views Sc outs will continue togo caving. '!tIe as tra ined speleos can 
either keep critising Sc out Cavers, or we cav try to do souething 
about the so called Il pr oblerJH

• 

r'lost Scout Areas have Caving Te8.lTIs nOli, but the ir a ctivities are 
restricted . It is for this r eason tha t ov e r tho years I have 
endeavoured to introduc e Club Cnving t o a s l::lany Sc out Cavers as 
p ossible. The B.l\L S .C. has a ccepted those visit ors each trip with 
much oncouragement, and th~ experience g a ined h as beon most 
valuab].e 9 as it haG enab l ed those visit ors to go back and pass on 
their experienc e , t o other Sceut Cavers. 

Although a speleo club os n ot a Service Org~Disation, the B.M.S.C. 
h a s been performing a valuable service, oft en unknowingly, that 
has neither disrupted, nor hindered n orl::la l club a ct ivit ies. In ;. 
a ctual fact, the club has been enriched , in many ways, by the 
conta cts with the Scout Cav ers . 

I vlOuld like the ref or e, t o thank the club LleDbers particularly, 
the unde rstand ing Trip Leac:ors "\Arh o a cce pted the visitors, and gave . 
them so much ass istace and ouch of the ir knov·rloclge. Because of this 
Scout Caving in the Nmvcastle & Hunter Area~ is much noro enriched. 

Greg Powell. 
Area Caving Co-ordinator. 
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EXCHANGE PUBLICATIONS { 
B.MoS.C. oxchangos J ournals and Magazines with other groups whoso I 
interosts aro akin to ours., t 

Copies of the following can be borrowed from the club library! 

A.S.F. Newsletter. 
Bermagui CavOJ:'. 
C. C.O.G. Journal (Grothadda) 
C.E.GoS.A. Journal. 
The Explorer. 
Chillagoe Caving Group Journal 
Evil Sevac. 
Highland Caving Group J ournal. 

lor o-S. Journal" 
Trog. 
Q.'~lb'v e r 0 

rl[ 0 S 0 S. J ournal ... 
Speleograffiti. 
Labyrinth. 
Northern Caverneers . 

Descent. 
Nuigini Caver. 
Southern Caver. 
Cavers Chronicle. 
JeS.S.S. 
S.U.S.S. Bulletin. 
Speleo Spiel. 
Spar. 
Down Undor. 
Nargun. 
The Western Caver. 
Holictit e. 
U.I.S. Bulletin. 
J.C.H.A.P.S. Newsletter. 

<>-
Jack Charley. 
Librarian. 

FINANCIAL l"TEIVIDERS. 

Lionoll BARER. 
Geoff BAXTER. 
I211 BOGG. 
Ricky BRETT. 
Jack CHARLEY. 
Jool CHARLEY. 
Louise COLEBORN. 
Terry COLEBORN. 
Graham CUMNINGS. 
Tony ELLIS. 
Wally GABB. 
Dave GARDI1TER. 

PEOPLE ON THE :fIlOVE 

July 1981. 

Phill JONES. 
George KNOX. (HM) 
Steve IvJARTIN. 
Graham NELSON. (HM) 
Ken OZA:f:\TNE. 
Greg POWELL. 
Barry RICHARDS. 
Paul SAIvINUT. 
Brian SKINN. 
Robert THOMSON. 
Bernie STEVERS. 

The R.A.A.F. have dono it again by transferring a member to Wagga! 
i 

Terry and Louise ColebofTI now live at 69 Connorton st., Ashmont 2650 

{ 
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{ 
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THE, IVIALAYSIAN GOVERNJYIENT IN 1975 DESIGNATED THE AREA lL.11.0UNG GUNONG 

I>'IDLU IN NORTHERN SARAviAK AS Il NATIONAL PliliK. THE PRIME PURPOSE \liAS 

THE CONSERVATION OF EXCEPTIONAL LUSH EQUATORIJGJ RAIN FOREST AND THE 

VARIETY OF TERRAIN TYPES, THE MOST SPECTACULlLB. BEING THE 

PRECIPITOUS LIMES'I'011J] CLIFFS - AN EXTRAORDINARY FACET OF THE PARK'S 

LANTIS CAPE 

It was known that caves existed cmd 1vhcm tho Royal Goographic Socioty 

nassive expodition Ivent to Mulu a teEm of six speleologists wore 

included aoong the scientific persoru101. 

Their explorations covering nearly throe Donths nako it clear that 
Hulu is one of the vwrld r S DoSt inportant cave regions 0 More than 
50 kiloTIetres of c:J,ve passagos vTOre discoverod and surveyed, . and iii 
is adnittod that this is, but ~ SD::lll fraction of the caves belicved 
to exist thore. The clair::t as one of the vwrld' s greatest cave 
regions is based least partly on tho sheor sizo and present 
foatures nnd pose probleDs which add censiderably to the ill1der
standing of cave geoDorphology in such enviroru~ents. 

GEOMORPHOLOGY z 

North-west of Gunong Nulu, the surmits of Gunons Api, and Benarat 
oach rise t o Dore than 1,500 Detres ~ thoy are both forDed in the 
Nelinau Li nestone which creates a broken ridge north-east /south
west across the park. The liDostone is pure, exceptionally 
strtlctureless and dips steeply to the v!Ost, and the lJ.Clin ridgo 
Day be roughly viowed aN an oscarpr.:lOnt 'V'Tith precipitous scarp 
faces on the east side. Bronking the ridge south of Gunong Api, is 
the cliff-flanked valloy of the lli[olinau PaktJ.., ·whilst between Api 
and Benarat lies the Melinan Gorgo . 

Hidden Valloy is the Dost r cmarkn.b le single fe a ture on the eastern 
flank of the limest one . A river drains of tho slopos of l'-1:ulu int 0 

0.. narrOVT liDestone canyon just south of the suonit of Api. Vertical 
cliffs tmvor 500 ne tres on ench side of tho blind canyon. Known only 
frOD the air, Hidde n Valley was the prine objective of the 
expedition. 

Gua l\jaib - VJondor Cave. 

The cave viaS naIled after the series of anazing collection of cave 
dodorations founc1. /' 

Five hl.U1drecl netres of . v ery energetic rift passage loads to a 
series of nassive chaDbers. Massive fl ovmtone walls and towering 



stalugnitos vie with spa rkling crystal floors and stalactite scroens. 
Souller fornations include beautiful gypsuo flows and tangled calcite 
helictites up to [1, netre lonG. The ~![oulin Rcuge chanber conto.iris 
hitherto unlm01fn ty:pc of cave deposit. 

Wonder Cave is the jewel of the Mulu Park and its reDoteness and 
difficult ' access should ensure its conservation. 

Clean'Tater Cave. 

This gently graded cave derives its nane fron the Clearwater River 
whi ch i s Q... short-·tributary to the Melinau River. The river rises fron 

on boulder rockpile and is recognised a s the resurgence for the river 
of Hidden Valley. A vast entrance opens in the forest 50 netros 
above the rising and the expedition napped 25 kilonetres of cave 
passage. 

The I'lain river cave 20 oetres wide and 30 netres high, car.r1:'Os a 
base flow of 3 cubic l:J.etres per second. \\Tadind, clir1bing and 
S1firu:J.ing and boating takes the explorer 3 1m fron daylight to an 
inpassable SULlp p ool. Near the entrance a cOlJ.plex series of side 
passages carry tribut ary stroru~s in fron sinks on tho edge of the 
alluvial pla~~. A junction of tho the nain river passage leads into 
a nassive high level fossil passage. Over giant bouldor piles and . 
beneath lofty black holGS in tho roof, past dozen of s .ide passages, 
this onornous dry passage penetrates ha lf the length of Api to 
vlhore progress by boulder chokes. 

Clearwater Cave "I··lith its groat variety of passages~.12r.mz:e.~b~J . .rur· 
key to the caves of Nulu. 

Prediction Cave. 

In the south wO,ll of Hidden Valley, a vast yawTling ontrancG leads 
into Prediction Cave, vThich.-..h~-A-very large p3,ssage up to 100 
Detres vlic1e f but alnost fun-to the roof with soc1inent. Beyond the 
-cerDinal choke there is aJ..'l 11..."lexploroc1 gap in speleological knowledgo 
but, tho cave aloost certainly ~ontinuos to ono of the large holes 
in the cliffs overl·cro1:fl1lg the Melinau Paku River. 

Groen Cave. 

On the southern sidG of tho broad Melinau Palm Valley, a hole in ' 
tho cliffs leads to the enG:i .. "I10US fossil tunnel of the Green Cavo:i<' 
whose southern end is truncated by the blind valley christened the 
Garden of Eden. 

Deer Cave. 
-. ...-------

Deer Cave, clained to be one of the bost reqa'rkf;J,hlq ~.o~::t"!re1r ·- in the 
vTorld, is a 1 . kD long through tunnol, and has I.ong-·been known. 
Unt ill surveyed by the JVlulu expodi t ion, it "tiTas riot really 8-ppreciated 
sinply because of vastness, which alDost defies conp~ehonsion as at 
its down strenD end it is 170 netres wid.e and .120 nqtres high, and 
at ." a fGl'iT points is less them j.-GO oetres in dianoter. Mountainous 
rubble piles and soaring b.ln:Ck hoJ-o.s · in tho roof adcl~ to the caves 
grandour. The snall riv:e-r at··- thct northorn ond (Garden of Eden ) 
bypasses the downstreen):J.ulf in a soaller parallel riv9rco"{TP'. 

! 
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Limestone cliffs tower 500 metres 
above the Hidden Valley which cuts 
into the southern side of Gunong Api. 
I ts river disappears underground to re 
emerge as a tributary of the Melinau 

Caves in 
Mulu hills 

55- - _. -

GUNONG MUW 

, ,/ 
~;;e:.llmestone hill 
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Wonder Cave's'splendour reaches a 
climax in the Moulin Rouge chamber 
(above!. In this cave the explorers 
found some examples of almost 
every type of ca lc ite formation 

(Right) delicate ca lcite fans in the 
Moulin rouge chamber appear to be a 
previously undiscovered type of cave 
deposit . The outer skin encases a 
tangled mass of coral -like structures. 
Orinin is IJnr.p. rt<iin <is vP. t hilt lhp.v 

OOL'ITE 1 2 ( 2 , 3 ) 
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Main drainage between the Hidden 
Valley and the Melinau Plain flows 
through the river passage of Clearwater 
Cave (above). The expedition mapped 
twen ty -five kilometres of cave passage 
within Clearwater Cave but the system 
is stil l incompletely explored 
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Unable to follow the ri ver of the Hidden Va lley underground, Mulu speleolog ists exa mined the sides of the va lleys and fou nd a 
number of fossil caves . In one o f these, W onder Cave, they discovered an enormous isolated stalagmite, now named The Watchma1 



Evorything about Deor Co.vo is on a nagnificent sc[1.10 .• Tho bat 
population is estioatoc1 to exceed 500~000 and probably QPproachos 

60. 

1 ~ 000, 000. Sharing the·ir De e r Cove hone nre thousands of caVG 
swiftlets, which betlwon then h nve o.,ccuDuln-(;od vast [lllounts of 
guo.,no which in turn supports an enorDOUS population of snaller co.,ve 
aninals. Adc1it i onn lly, ther e aro cnve sno.,kes conDonly over 1 netre 
long \-Tho feod on the bats. 

HOW BIG IS BIG ????? 

Deer Cnve provides thought provoking Ilenorios - hm<r Inrge can a 
cove passage bo be before it collnpse 9 and in turn, hOI., was the 
Garden of Ede:i.1 blind valley forned? 

Viewed fron the nir, the ridges [1.r ound the Garden of Eden are 
distinctly o.,syL1otrico.,l vlitl".. inner unlls being f..luch steeper and in 
nany lXl.rts vertico.,l. In 2.ddition, it lies beti'lGen two rennant seg 
segDents of a once continuous cave passage of alnost unprecendenteed 
proportions. It is difficlut to suggest or even concieve a single 
chanber approaching 700 Deters Qcross oollnl')sing to forn the valley! 

or is it ? 

ABSTRll.CTED fron Caves in I-hllu Hills;A. C. Vlalth[lX.l and D oB .BroDk; 
Q-e og,raJ?hicQJ- Hagaz ine 9 Vol L1 No.7, April 1979. 
IPC l\bgnz ines tie1., lJoncLon. 

Editors noto on Authors. 

Dr. Tony C. vIal than, is a senior lecturer in ge ology at Trent 
PolyteclLnic, England 

David B. Brook, is a research chenist at Leeds University, England. 

TECHNLQUES TECHNOLOGY 

THE LIFE OF A IrrLON SLING. 

'\'fuen nylon slings are used as an anchor point for an abseil rope, 
great caro must b e exercised . When the; ropo is pulled through the 
sling the heat gonerated Illaybe enough to 'wold the filamcmts, of the 
sling together. 

Tosts carries out ill America sho"l that a t ape sling made from tn 
(20mm) tape loses approx. 36% of its strength after 33 netres of 
Kernantle has beon pulled ovo r it during 8. typical abseil recovery 
operation. The breaking strain of a typical tape is therefore re
duced from 1100kg to 750kg. 

The above tests show that a slll1g could bo unsafe aftor on~y one 
use. Slings found in positions on pitches should thorefore be 
regarded as suspoct~ and should not be usod. 

Terry Coleborn 
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FRO'M THE LIBRARY <> SELECiED EXCERPTS 

Louise Coleborn. 

THE WESTERN CAVER~ Narch. 1981 Vol 20(4) I 
This month it c onta ins a report of the 1980 Cape Range Expedition. 
It contains cave descriptions and maps. r 

The article IlGo sit in a cave" "t'las reprll1ted frOB Playboy (U.S .A.) 
and informs tho reade r wher e to find the most energising air. 

J.S.S.S.~ ]\~a:v 1981 Vo125(5) 

The tight section of Khazad-Dum called "The Depths of rJIoria" 
explored and surveyod. New products - Quartz Halogen Bulb Convers'n 
Batu Caves, ]\lalaysia. 

CAVE EXPLORATION GROUP OF SOUTH AUST. INC~ May 1981 VoI26(4) 

A1 short article extracod from IlJumars, Ascending and Hauling 
Techniques" deals 'with jumar l oading and f a ilure. This article is 
a must for all jumar usors. 

Comprehensive a rticle on Herberts Pot, TasITk~ia. 

SPAR: July 1981 No.79. 

Tho article li The Throad Techniquo" doscribos the method used for 
descending a multipitched cavlf] -using only one rope, og. It . is 
possible to do Khazad-Duo C~ve (Total of 13 pitches and 3210 deep) 
using a 40m S.R.T. r opo, 30m of c ord, nunerous crabs and three 
100m reels of thre ad. Anyono interostod in how this technique wotks 
should seo the Librarian. 

A~ circuit for batt~ry char ger for sonlod load [lcid batt e ries but 

( 

will 'work equally well 1--Tith regula r caving batteries. ~ 

Do you run short of f ood on your trips? Why not try Graome 
Pa ttison I s "StL"lging Nettle Soup1!. 

Report and IIk'"'.P Il Leak in tho Creek" Y112, Yarrangobilly. 

TROG: ~brch 1981 Vol 16 (6) 

Report on Sebastapol lVIountain Limestone. 

HILLS SPELEOLOGY T3Jffi BOOK: 1980-1 981 
/ / 

This ye ars book includes descriptions, maps and phot os of Timor 
(Isis River Caves). Tho prosentation of this book is a crodit to 
the mombors of the Hills Speloology Club • 

./ 

/// J.S.S.S.: Vol25 (8) 

Anyono intorosted in 
r eport on "Holloch 11, 

c av es oversens "ill find Jeff pe~--
SI.vitzerland, good r eading... . ' / 

/ 

l 
l 
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. The August Journal c ontains lJ.oro infornation on the excavation cif 
Hens chke Fossil Cavo. Thoy have found such things as tho skull of a 
giant echidna. The b onos of a huge mallee f owl, also sone bones of 
a large unidentified vmrerf ovTl , I-vliich is bigger than a swan. 

The inforr~at ion l eaflot fr om the S oll.. l·'IuseUlIl on Australian snakes 
is very infornat i ve. 

Ll'illYR INTH : No.2 8 

Thi s journal cont2 ins mostly reports fr on Annual Ic'Ieeting, but there 
are two accident reports. One fr08 Chalk Cave, Bungonia and anot her 
from Canyonleigh Cave . 

NARGUN ~ VOL 14 (1) & l2) 

August j ournal h as extensive r eport on May 1981 Kinberly Tri p. 

The article on S.R.To Notes, gives vmrning to using jumars - check 
the ,';ro a r of their slings a ttCtched to junars. vforriod about abrasion 
of your S.R.T. r opes, then why not read this article. 

SP~LEO SPIEL~ No 168..2, July 1981,. 

July's Journa l consists of variod trip r oports on on expedition to 
tho Nullarbor Plains. 

An article for a ll you Taplm·,.. surveyors that have trouble ,'i'ith 
lights konking out ",my dovm in the 0 section. rvIichael Lake: has the 
Qllswer! Battery indicator designed to indicate low battery charge • 
This is dono by a flashil'lg rod light and it allows the user to get 
back t o the entrance before their light goes out. The article gives 
circuit diagral:l "lvith instructions • 

VER'f ANCIENT GREEKS I 

)?jh~TS OF TWO HUI"Ul.N SIillLETONS BELI:GVED TO BE 800, OOOYEAli.S OLD HAVE . . l/ I. BEEN FOUl-ill IN A CAVE IN THE Kfl.LKIDIKI PENI}\TSULA NEAR SALONICA, 
GREECE. 

1 The b onos ,"vore spottod in the sane cave "lvhore 700,000 yenr-old 
hunan bones were f ound 15 year s ago . Prof Aris Poulianos, 
President of the Anthropological Society Dade the ~'louncenent. 

Other indications of hW~Jl1 exist enc e in the cave seen to suggest 
that the cave vms inhabitod as f a r b2.c2!: a s ono million years. 

THE SUN, June 3,1981 
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So 
ffctL 0lr 

'Y/f'~ 

Ian Bogg. 

This guidoboo:c 'i'la s pr epare d :prlncipally for the f i e J.d trips that 

followed GAVECOrTVICT - the 13th . Biennial Conference of the 

Australian Speleologica2. Federa,tion. 

The publication is edited by J.Jloyd Nill, Sue White and Phil I''Iackay, 
and published by t he CAVECOHVIST Ad hoc committee on behalf of V.S_A. 
and the A.S.F. 

The guidebook of 86 pag Gs i ncludes 8 black and 'white plhates and 
numerous area anc_ cav e ma ps , The content s cover the Victorian. cave 
areas on an individu21 b a s is It.'' ith specific n ot e s on geology, 
geomorphologY 9 C2,ve d¢ s c?'ipt i ons, oqu ipmont r equired, climate, 
l'~istory, f aunC1, o c c0Dlcdation, 10c21 f acilitie s, c ave hazards, time 
to rea ch sPGc ~_fic cave 2nd cav e explora tion timo , l.fith appropriate 
'tmrnings. 

Oav es of Victoria a r o not r cm01im for their length or depth" even by 
~':.lu~ trali.lli'), s'Gar.dar(~ s. Tho guiCi.eoook provide s c~ata on the diversity 
c· f cav e s, ' b oth L"l the ir form and in the host rock , covering Basalt, 
Limostono ~ Granit o and Soa caves. For any Australian speleologist 
i f nothing else , it will onh2nce their overa ll understanding of our 
eaves - Top marks! . 

./:'s stated in t J:IG ir:troduciioil to tho plJ.blicatioJl 9 the guidebook , 
Te p:cesonts t ho f irst a t tempt by Victorian spe;_eologists to set down 
i..,mrecordeJ.. [.md recorde d inf or mation e xis ting about Victorian , caves -
I::lr more than one ever eve r :;::'eads bet'VTOen the c overs of Nargun, 
V.S .A. IS Journal. To this extent V. S .A . must be complimented. l 

The guideb ook is a clear, cC.!.1.c,ise a nd pertinent publication, with CD, 

high readability factor. As wi t h guidebooks of this n a ture, it ' 
discloses the location of cave D and I for one, sincerely trust, that 
i...11.t 0 whose hands it will event ually end up that those pel'S ons vlill 
use such information responsibly. 

Victorian Caves and Karst is 8, vwrthwhile addj_tion to any speleo's 
library and is a n exce lle nt companion to the CAVECONACT Field Guide. 

.A:.. young l'lOman v1h 03e car h a d r e c ently had a ma j or tune-up, drove 
into the Garag e nenr Ivhc re I vlOrko The prop::cietor asked her what 
seeme d t o b e t he troub l e now. "Well" sho s aid~ I!it~s hard to explain 
but, it sort of chokes up like I did when I recieved your 
1'0 pa ir b ill" 17 

Anothe r of JACK ' S JOKES 
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UNLESS THE AUTHOR OF A TRIP REPORT IS SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED, 
AUTHORSHIP MAY BE ASCRIBED TO THE TRIP LEADER . 
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CLIEFDEN. 

Date ~ 11 tho - 12th. April, 1981. 

AiD~ To v i s it Gable , Tronsnission, Lock .::md Yarrawigga 

Members Present ~ Ja ck Charley, T .L., a..'1.d R. Brett. 

Rick 2~d I a rrived Friday night about 10.30 po a ft e r an eneventful 
j ourney . We awoke next rlOrning to find tha t Dave and Wal, WhOD I 
assuned l'lere COL.ling lfTerc n ot there, so I decided t o g ive then untill 
lunch tine bofore IfG liiGnt dov-m t o -ehe caves . 1;/0 h nd a plea sant 
Dorning wa lkL'1.g a r ound the lioostone nea r the hut and up the creek 
b ehind tho woolshed. Midday c~e, still nobody in sight, s o I 
expl a ined t o Bruce Dunhill thn-e I v.T[1.S wait ing on tl'lO pe ople and 
s a id tha t I would c oDe and got tho keys if they a rrived. We went 
off d01'Tn t o Trans o ission F'lnt cross ed tho river and spent some tine 
l ()oking for the Eyr ie ent rance of Trapdoor, but that was in v a in. 

After a ll the raj_n in the rangos the river had been up 225r::lTI -
250r.m higher a n d I·vas quite [mddy cmd c old. We h ad a little paddle, 
skipped a f ew s t ones and them sho\wcl Rick the entrances of 
Transniss i on and Gab l e C[tves, them went back t o canp. 

Next Doming we h ad a n other l ook for ' the Eyrie ent r ance , but this 
tiDe a l ot further a l ong tho bluff. Ri ck f ound No. 19 tag on a 
v e r y well h5l.dden bli nd hol o. I du g out one possibility, but n o go, 
and as IfG were w-andering aiDlessly a r ound, I spotted a 50DJ1 h olo 
in tho g r ound "l'Tith wet Lless g r owing a r ound it. With :CJ.uch oxcite
nont, I ca lled Rick up and T,'fe gained entronc e t o a 60etre deep 
h ol e that c ould be dug out. It has a snall l ow cha nb e r with some 
dry r oof forna tion. We blocked up t h e entranco with stones a nd 
-went b a ck t o CROp, cloanod_ up a nd he adod h one , thanking Bruce f or 
h aving us as we l eft. 

rJIOUi CREEK - TASJ'fJANIA. 

12th. - 20th. May, 1981. 

IV[eobors Prosent ~ T. No.tthol{S ~ J. Charley, G. Baxt e r .2Yld S. Greirs on 

Arrives 8.30a8 Launcoston a irport and l'fere Det by Chest e r Shaw 0 

SODe how- 1'10 nanaged t o l oad a ll our goal'" int o his Skyline and 
a rrived in 111010 Creok we ll after 10pn , t o be greeted by Janice 
and Kevin Parsons atbt ho hotel. 

Next oorning Clrloc1n esday), Chestor p icked us up and headed for 
Kubla t o rig tho c ave 8l1cL check out our gear. Photog raphy reigned 
supreoe in F orbidden C~'ity as t h o now chUlJ.s boggled at the sights. 
Eight hours undergroULnd this day . 

Thursday, Doro phot ography in F orbidden City, JD,do Pool and down 
to the Kahn, lunches courtesy of Janice with cups of tea or coffce 
hea t od on a choofor . 

Friday saw us heading off f or Gonghus Khan, f or a v e ry thorough 
six hours photog raphing . Gooff's slave unit s "vero brilliant. One 
b out of flashing sm'f six go ()ff a t onco. 

Sa turday we went t o S OG sone sights above ground and visit friends. 



'-- - (){)LU' ;,c .. ie.i2~3 L · r 
That evening 1:lG had an i..'1spect ion of Dulciner Hole. Poor Geoff 
boggled again~ actually vlO all <lid, it · is so bGautiful, protGcted 
by its gGographic location" Spent three hours in there with all 
thoso noedlG likG transparent helictites, thG pure white stalictites 
and the rGd flovmt one 1-1[1.l1s. 

Sunday was a rest day and vTaS spent sightseeing. 

Monday we drove around to Greocus Cave and paddled in the cool 
watGrs as we vimved thG sights on Gither bank of the river. We 
walked as far as thG GoldGn Staircases beforG photograph ing our way 
out. 

TUGsday, our last day of caving bGfore starting our journay home, 
ive had to. dcrig Kubla. Headed off early with frost underfoot, we 
walked slO1vly up the winding path to the top entrance. Photography 
geing part and parcGl of the whole holiday ran ranpant again, this 
t me we sa'1:v the f [tr side of the Kahn, down to BGgan and on to the 
MoonscapG, then we packed a ll the ropGS and left as we said fare
well to this nagni.ficont cave? filled with beauty, delicasy, 
:r::::tystGry~ grandeur, colour D-ncl sheer size and. quantity of fornations 
plus the Gnor:r::::tity of tho c avcr.cs. Kubla Kahn nay not be one of ( 
the world's greatest caves, but judging by reports of other caVGS 
it certainly is Qnc of TasDanias greatso 

J?UNGONI1}~ • 

Datq: 30th. r1ay, 1981. 

AiD: To visit thG Penelope Chanber, B24. 

Menbers Presont: T. ColoboTI1, T.~., Joel Charley, R. Brett, W,Gabb 
JJo Coleborn. 

Visitor: Kevin Coloborn" 

After sone hefty l oad up iwrk and a lot of phone calls, I found 
I'lyself on tho road to Bungonia very early Saturday norning. We ( 
arrived at tho Bu..'1gonia gato a t 8.15aI'l closoly followed by "Tally. 
Rick I:.tnd Joel had arrived the night bofore, so we went to tho 
Grill canp to ivait f or then. They soon arrivod fron thG direction 
of the 10okd01m, we loaded up with all the nGcessnry equipnGnt 
and headed for thG B24 entrance. 

I cannot confess any grGat l ove for thG rockpile of this cSOlve, 
and this trip did nothinG but rGaffirn ny belief that it looks 
and can be bI ... y <langerous. It Ivas howGver nGgotiated without 
incident and only one case of lIwhich daDJ'l way e.o you go froI'l here" 
I set up thG 8n pitch and bGlayed everyone down the ladder, and 
then abseiled de\lm nyself. Rick and Kevin led tho way to the top 
of the 20n pitch .. Here Rick, Joel and Kevll1 abseilGd down first, 
closely follmvocl by \'lally vh o b<lclered in them I abseiled down. 

At the top of the shale band, the first CO2 was encountered. As 
it was only nini:r::::tD-l o.t thj_s point we clec ided t e do thG shale bQIld 
QIld chGck the conditions down hore. It turnod out to be no worSG 
so we clinbed up into the Penelope Chanber. Conditions inproved 
slightly, so eVe r one I-rOB able to rGIQX for a bit and enjoy thG 
sights of tho Chonber. After a short stay, we honded b3ck to the 
shale bCl.!ld~ Rick hoaded off hanel over hand while the rest of us 
used a junar connectod to 0.. vmist crab for supp ort. 
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The exit fr on tho cavo vTaS onoventful, do-riGging the cave as we 
went. Nobody got l ost nt Confusion Corner, and we eDerged tired 
and. cold a ft er' 9 h rmrs unde rground. 

CLIEFDEN. 

Date~ 6th. ~ 8th. J'une , 1981. 

Ain~ To rechock the L and ]\~ SlOct i ons of the survey 
of TCLplovl r,bze. 

~onbors Present~ T. Coleborn, Survey Co-ordinator, J a ck Charley, 
R. Brett, G.Po\ATell, L. Coleb orn and f anily. 

Yl-sit ors.~ \varren and Ian Lacey. 

P...rrived Friday night about 8pn in niserab l o vlOather, and tho
prospect of Q l ong c old l'lalk to Tapl ow fron the ' Silo , f or the noxt 
morning. Rick a nd Jack arrivod absut 10pn closely f ollowed by Grog 
and Warren. 

66. 

Saturday morning was cold and wet as promised by the previous night. 
The only thing that \AlaS lacking was the rest of the bodies for the 
survey party. Not to be daunted the six of us plus Kevin drove to 
the silo and trudged dmm the hill and across the flat to Taplow. 
The river 'was up slightly, so \\fet boots and socks were the order of 
the day. Once in the entrance however we l e ft the rain and cQld 
behind and were welcomed by the dus t and dirt of the cra~vl passages. 

Firstly VIe took the newcomers down to the sump north on the entrance 
for a quick .look at the !' calcite rafts l1 and to give them a small 
taste of what was to come . Ricky found a cockroach in the crawl 
passage leading to the sump. It I'TaS approx i mat e ly 1 cm long, reddy 
bro'wn L.'1 colour. Not to be outdone, Kevin found a dead spider 
large arid h a iry, probable spe cie of huntsmen. He a l so found a 
partially de composed mouse skeleton. 

We headed back to the main sect ion of the cave and on the way down 
Ricky fO~Uld a c entipede 7.5 cm long, olive green in colour, the same 
specie found on the surface. On to 22 where our gear was left then 
everybody vTOnt for a look at t he L. section prior to commencing the 
survey. This section consists of a series of triangular passages 
\ATi th \Aralls cove re d 'I'l i th cave coral. It is almost en tire ly made up 
of crawl passages about 0.5 to 1 metre in I,Tidth a t the floor level. 

While Jack, Rick and Kevin put down the traverse, I took Warren 
down to the Railvmy Tunnel and then r e turned to the others via the 
passages vm had to survey. Greg and yfarren a rmed l>lith a copy of 
the map then wont off to explore the rest of the cave looking out 
for possible lea ds . 

With the survoy nearly completed f or the day, Greg and Warren' 
returned l\fith glOitJing reports of a HBlue Column l1 to rival the 
HBlue Stall! in IVlurdcr, but as it 1'laS l ate we decided to finish the 
survey and return to the hut. 

On Sunday morning a ft er the arriva l of it/arren' s brother, we 
walked from the house to Tapl ow and made a bee-line for the "Blue 
Column ll for 2. photographic session. 



A... green tree · :frog " was _Lound "in a low mucl crawl near the end of this 
section of the cavG7 "oue can only speculate how it got there, as it 
is a long way from any known entrance. This section has been given 
the name "Frog Hollowl!. 

We then returned to commence the survey of the M. section. Rick and 
Greg succeeded in connecting this section back to station 14 on 
the number traverse via a short dig. Except for the initial craw"l 
this section has large walk through passages. But the most endear
ing feature is the absence of cave coral from tho walls. 

At the end of tho larhe chamber we found another freon frog, this 
section has since boen proven to bo near the surface, and there is 
a good possibility of another entranco through the rockpilo at 
least large enough for our green friends to enter. 

The prospect of a long walk back in the dark forced us tomleave the 
cave at 5pm. 

Monday morning saw Greg and Warren departing for Newcastle while 
Jack, Ricky and I returned for three hours of surveying. On the 
way across the hill from the cave wo disc overed a 0.3 metro hole 
'l,vith warm air flowing from it, so before loaving we shot a bearing 
from it to the cave entrance and we have since found out it is 
15 metros away from tho so far surveyed No soction, which is 
heading in that gonoral direction. 

Then back to tho h ouse f or lunch and a clean up of the house. With 
chores completod wo left f or home. 

Date: 

1embers Present: 

~~~ROOK FIELD DAY. 

21 st. June. 1 981 • 

T. Coleborn, L.Coleborn, Joel Charley, P.Jones, 
B. Thomson und S. :f.iartin. 

The morning was spent 'l,dth revision of knots and their application. 
Discussions woro hold on theit efficiency ruld tho stress each knot 
applies to the ropo under different circumstances. 

The new members then rigged a ladder and sot up an independant 
bel~y. Each one then toek turns of climbing, belaying, experioncing 
a fall whilo climbing, and experioncing a falling woight while 
belaying. 

When this soction of the field day was completed we headed to the 
Portals for SoRoT. practico. After everyone had absoiled the 106ft 
(34m) pitch, we spent tho rest of the afternoon sorting out 
abseiling and prussiking on the 60ft (18m) pitch. " 

The days attendace wqs very poor, but a good days practice was had 
by all. 

{ 
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CLI!¥DEN. 

Dat e~ 11th. - 12th. July, 1981. 

Aim~ Cont inuo Taplm'l Survoy. 

Mombors Prosont~ T. Col oborn , ToL., L. Coleborn, I. Bogg, R. Brott, 
Joel Charloy, B. Thomson , P. J ones and S. Ma rtin. 

Visitors~ P. Ba in. 

it/e all arrived 1.n t ho bitter c old on Friday night with the _. ~ 
exception of I a n 1;vh o a rrived vlith the frost on Sa turday morning. 
Upon Ians arrival v.Te a ll troggod up and headed f or Taplow Flat. The 
river proved somowhat of an obstacle with the n ew c omers wondering 
just wha t the y had l et thomselvos in for. 

Tho morning was v e ry cold a nd we notod condensation rising fr om 
the hole in the hill noar Cl13. Everyono w~s looking forward t o the 
warmth of the c nv o, so in no time at a ll we h ad the climb near the 
ont r ance rigged v.Tit h a l adde r to facilitat e entry. With everyone 
down vTG he aded f or the 1,1. section through a ll those crmlls. 

At station 22 vfe set up 0. naximum - miniLl1uD thorDC1met e r, "I'lhich was 
to be l eft overnight. Tho dn,y ~ms s pent slJ.rveying and expl oring 
poss iblo l eads . Tho ]'!l. s ect L :n is amost c omploted except for the 
a r oa nea r tho dig v;rQ had conllnenced whic is n ow 4 :cJ.e tre s l ong and 
heading back under t he un_ -table s oction in Co, b ol ow where the 
Da nger Sign i s situated . On c omplet i ng this vW headed b a ck t o tho 
hut . 

On sunday Phil, Bob and Steve comoenced tho dig not f a r from C131 , 
which vms n o longer emi tting the condensat ion it had be en the 
previous morning. 

The rest of u s Elade ou r I'ray to the Ra ilway Tunnel, then we headed 
dOvTn to the J 0 section detouring for a look a t the iiBlue Column" 
on the way. It shoul d a ppear fr om our present nap that there i s 
still nora to survey in tho .J. soction . We expl or ed a hole in the 
roof by boosting up Ricky onto our shouldor s ,he "llras able to 
crawl up end explore the passage and by dropping a st on e dmm, the 
hollovl sound g av e the impr eSS i on of a f a l se floor. This Clr oa has 
great possibilities for extonsions . 

The naxinunO- mininum thormomot er recording \lTaS a max of 15°C and a
min of 14 .5 C, over the 24hr. pe riod , froTI 10am. Sa turday to 10ru~. 
Sunday. Onco again s ev e ral frogs were s een in tho M. soction ov e r 
the woekend, next trip vro -intend t o lllark thon f or future roferonce 
f or l oca lity distribut i on . The rio so ction forB-a t i on i s 
predoninantly Cave Postules. A cockroach viaS obse rved a t st ation 
IvI8. 

vl ith tho noming ove r we hea ded b a ck to tho house f or lunch. With 
the hut cleaned and fo es paid t o Bruco, we headed home . 

Ai:m~ 

JENOIAN. 

-18th. - 19th. August 9 1981. 

Finish Rho Hol e gate a nd cont inue expl oration 
intho N.I1 0 Passage, Marmoth Cav e . 



Members Present~ Jack Charley, T.L.~ T. Coleborn, G. Oumnings and 

We checked in a t tho guides offico Saturday nt 8.30ao, and as I 
was not familiar with the work that had been dono to the gate 
anchors, we wallwd to the cave and chocked the neasurements that I 
had previously obtainod for Karl. Duly noting these, we went and 
hassled Barry Richards to get into the machino shop to 12ake the 
gate. An hour and a half later we attempted our first fitting, but 

. in vain, so as life were trogged up for MalJJllloth, I threw the gate in 
the grass and headed for the N.S. Passage. 

Graham being the only one I-'Tho new anything about where we were 
going, it was like the blind leading the blind. We found Central 
Lake · tobe about 5m dmifn on top water level but river to be flmving 
·well. After six hours w'e decided it was enough and beside Terry 
1!f!3-S going home that evening anyway. 

Back at No.2 carpark, Louise I-'TaS waitiJlg for us. Nobody is allowed 
to drive to Mammoth Flat anynore now, because som SPELEO chain
sawed a big live troe dOIDL at the canpsite, so everybody has to 
camp at the top of the Five Mile hohind the D.H.R. Stockpile. we ( 
were not ir:J.pressed by the whole situation. 

The guides wouJ.d not tell us who cut tho tree down, only that it 
was a speleo group. 

On Sunday we descended thE) Five I>1ile, went to the n8.chine shop 
and altered the gate, took it up to the cave and this time it 
fitted perfectly. The guides were to supply and fit the padlock. 
As vTe did not l,-,"ant t o go homo early, we went l'1alking around tho 
reserve near the Caves House:;_ said farwell to Barry, thanked hill 
for the access to tho nachine shop and checked out at the guides 
offico as we walked back t o the cars. A very pleasant weekend. 

Date ~ 1 st. - 3rd. August, 1981. 

Aim~ General Exploration. 

Members Present~ L. Baker, T.L., T. Coleborn, L. Coleborn, 
G. Webb, G. Baxter, R. Brettr G. Powell, 
R. Thomson and S. Martin. 

Visit ors ~ \\Jarren Lacey and David Grey. 

We all arrived Friday night with the exception of Rob and Steve 
l'1ho arrived at 9am noxt Dorning ., 

After we trogged up, one party h eadod off to do tho Taplowsurvey, 
and the other t o rllurdor Cave 0 

1\1y Group headed onto Murder as far as the tlBlue Stal", where the 
nevT meLlbers- to Cliofdon got busy taking photos. Fron here we 
hoaded back to tho loft-hand extension to explore tho section near 
the sewors and of courso TIore photos ''lOro takon. 

On our l!fay out \.yo oncountered tho survoy party I-'Thich had no hope 
J'J. getting across the rivor. v.!e loft this party to continue on 
with the loadership of Greg, while the rest of us pushed on to the 

r 
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entrance. Fron hGre the lJarty broke int 0 two g r oups ~ the hungry 
ones back to tho hut nnd tho others to riiain. That night Greg said 
to c ongratulatG O.S.S. on their cloaning programne in ]\~ain 
CliGfdon1 he and tho others 1i<TC;re vGry iTIpressed. 

Sunday norning saw tho group drop into Tot-a-nus to have a l ook at 
the Oolites. After this wo said goodbye to Greg and the Newcastle 
boys1 and Rob and Stovo T"ho were heacling for homo. Aftor an oarly 
lunch Geoff, Ricky, Louise , Kovin1 Cheryl. <.mel yours truly headod 
f or Tra~snission in tho back of Ricky's truck. Here three h ours 

7.0. 

was spont exploring tho Daze section. While we wero in Transnission 
Torry and Gary '<lero d oing a surface fauna study. 

Monday qorning I led a quick trip to IVIolongulli to shm·J th~ new 
nenbprs' the Nazgal and the Ba rrios Shawl . Then back to the hut f or 
linch and with tho hut cloonec1 we headod f or hono with a short 
detour to soo tho vmt orfaJ_l a t Juncticn Roof. 

WALLI. 

Dato ~ 22nd August 1 1 981 . 

Mombors Prosent ~ Jack Charley 1 T oL., L. Coloborn, T. Coloborn, 
R. Brott . 

Visitors~ Harry IVIorio o 

A:in~ Continuod Area Exploration. 

Wo started C)lit abseilin,' : int o Doop Hole as Harry had not been on 
a r ope boforG TtlG gavo hiD a crash course in abse iling. He took to 
it like a duck to l,mter . Sp~nt 3-t hours in this quite extensive 
cave, lots of g ood passago t o explore. 

Back to caop for lunch, then into Horse Hole for 1-t h e,urs. Quite 
a nice little cave. 

11/0 then wandered down to Fox Hole, but it did not aI:lOunt t o any
thing. Over to Br:me Cave for 1t h ',~urs. L.s IJ~erry o.nd Louise could 
only a ttond for one day , we a ll elocted to dm the sane. So we 
packed up and headed f or h ono after o.n a ction packeddo.y. 

CLIE}'DEN. 

Date ~ 12th. _. 13th. Soptenber, 1 981 :. 

Aim~ Ta plow Survoy. 

NeElbors Present~ T. Coloborn, ToL., L. Coleborn. R. Brott, Jllck 
Charley. 

Visitors~ Petor Brott. 

, vlo' 'all arrived Friday night. Beliove it or not, we wero trogged up 
ready to go by 8an. on tho Saturday norning, ouch to tho disgust 
of ny follow party DODbors. 1J.Jo drovo to the wheat paddock and walkod 
a cross to Taplow. Not wishing to go underground before 10an, certain 
Donbers of the party nutinied and decided to DOSS around the river 
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for--awhilo-._ Pet-er- -n -ot --wishing t o get his f eet wet decided he would 
use the boat to cross, neodless t a say aft er being rescued fron 
the r apids he had Dor o than his fe et v-Tet. 

Lfter drying out l 're hoaded underground and down toO. section. It 
takes about half :m hour to reach this section after rigging the 
entrance pitch. Not being able to find the original survey 
s tations the quickest way is to resurvey this s e ction from the 
numberlino. Aftar this was complete we surveyed the tight 
extensions and offshoots, whic~ should eventually cO~Jlect to C113. 

The O. s cction consists of passages filled with dirt and mud and all 
t he pa ssages ond in a dirt or mud choke. On the way back towards 
t he entrance wo checked out 8. few leads for future surveying. Then 
l,re commenced the detailing from the- -cnt-rarrce to Station 8. This 
section proved very time consuming as several measurements are 
required because of the holes in the floors and all the largo 
boulders etc. After sovon hours wo he aded out. 

Sunday: l.vasspent soarching the bluff for Eyrie, but again without ," 
success, a lthough tho dig Ja ck and Rick startod looked very 
promising.., and 'will havo to bo continuod. After spending three hours 
looking for this vary l.vell hiddon cave IVO returned to the hut for ( 
lunch and . ~ith-th.o-usual clGan up, '\ve hoaded for home. 

Aim.~ 

iembers Present ~ 
/ 

/ i .y'isit ors~ 

CLIEFDEN. 

3rd. - 5th. ?ctober , 1981. 

Taplow Su:rvey. 

T. ColeboE1., T .L., j ack Charley, R. Brett, 
L. Coleb orn, G. "lebb. 

Blayne Webb. 

Due to the Bathurst car races we decided to take the back road via 
Blayney, Tarana etc., and surprised ourselves by completeing the 
journey in 3 hours. 

Saturday morning confirmed Murphy's Law - it rained, the power was 
offand did not come back on untill we had completed breakfast. At 
this stage the rain was pelting dow. About 9am the rained eased 
enough to attempt the walk to Taplow. Louise was very amus~d at our 
attire - to help keep dry we cut holes for head and arms in garbage 
bags and wore them - Robim Hood and his merry men or cavers? 

The day was spent in surveying the new section found off C., and 
redoing E. section, as it was i:::'lC orreo

':-.- . After surveying this section 
we completed detailing in this area. Fauan noted were a slater, 
cricket and beetle. 

That night we added tho s oction to tho map and found it heading 
t owards M. section. 

Sunday morning s aw the river up to wa ist level and running very 
strong - down to undies ~ gear in garbage bags - and across we ' go. 
We spent the day resurveying J. section to ensure its accuracy, 
and replaco the markers that have since become part of the cave 
ecology. This section which is otherwise devoid of any sought of 
formation we found what may qua lify as the world's smallest 
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helictites as the longest barely measured 2mm in l ength. 

What was originally the I. se ct ion "TaS r esurveyed, as it was d 
difficult to tell Ivhether the original survey was correct or not. 
It is now Q. s ection. When we r eturned to H8, Ricky found a lead 
which is now known as Ricky's Hol e . This s ection now surveyed leads 
towa rds L. section and then doubles back unde r Rocky Point Road. 
Ricky found another three "Blue Columns" not far from the other 
Blue Column, but these a r e a little more hidden and not visible 
unless one climbs high en ough to see them. This section is called 
the IlBlue Romm ll for r eference, 8,8 namimg the section helps us to 
locat e and orientate ourse lves ·with this increadable maze. 

Monday we surveyed the H. section past the original impenetrable 
squeezo. Goodness knOVlS vThere it Ivas. This s ection actded afurthor 
80m of passage to the cav e and heads tovnards O. section, and is 
about 45m from Cl13. Towards the end of this s ection at abqut H31 
there iN a small soction of helictites and a beautiful translucent 
donkey t a il and sov er a l small stnl agmites sitting like small gods 
on the rocks and mud in tho small chamber . The ar ea from H31 to the 
end of this sect i on has Ivhite cave postules in a lmost every crack 
and crevice. F or T~plow Maze this soction would be c onsidered v e ry 
well d~corat ed . 

On Sunday we f ound a gree treo fr og Lit oria caerulea at Q4 and 
Gary shOived us the correct vlay to ma rk it for future roference t o 
its distribution. This one from Q4 has been given the .name "one one" 

Taplovl Maze n ow has 1, 870m of passage and we ar e v e ry hopefull of 
reaching 2km's at l east . 

We cleaned the hut and l eft for h ome. 

BUNGONIA. 

Dat e~ 31st. October, 1981. 

Aim ~ So arch 3nd Rescue. 

Members Pres ent ~ T. Col eb orn, L. Col eb orn, R. Brett, C. Skinn, 
B:"~ Skinn. 

Visitors ~ Chris and family (Friends of Mr & Mrs Skinn) 

Due to the petrol stri ke only fiv~ of e ight starters turned up, 
and as Louise and Carol w)rn I t g oing underground 9 this l eft only 4 

There was no point i n ca rrying eut tho planned r escue work, s o· life 
"Tent int o Grill to initiate Chris int o caving. vfe threw a r ope 
dmm a 10m pitch near tho Bi g Iron Ladder and all went t o the 
b ottom whoro we dis cussod tho various methods that c ould bo used to 
rescuo someone caught half vmy dovm . In particular, for a person 
jammed on a knot, the best s t a rting plEwe f or any sought of self 
help is t o tie a f oot l oop jus t bolow the kn ot and then stand up in 
it. From h er o canoithe r make prussik loops fr om the end of the r ope 
and attempt to cl:Lmb out or rig a substitute doscending meth od 
belmv tho knot, and then c ontinue d own. 

The aft ornoon "TaS spent l addering in and out of B1 6 9 where Brian, 
Ricky and Chris went 8.S far as the Spoke Shave Squeeze .. De1?arted 
Bungonia at 6pm. 
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