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INTRODU CTION

Due to rising costs and lack of funds we are again using our
duplicator. It was hauled out, clefned up and put to use, however,
1t appears that no all the bugs were this easily removed, A few

gremling still remain and the end result remains unpredicable,

Now all we meed is the rest of the cluk members to send in

material for Oolite,

Editer

Louise Colebhorn

\ I (o) o .0_
B.M5.C JouRNAL EDITOR WRITING FOR
NEw MRTERIFL TO COoMme IN!

DON'T LET THIS HAFPEN TO ME!
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Caves of the Blue Mts. PART 4

BULL'S CAMP (wWaodford)

By Gary Colebornm

The old 18 mile Hollow Stockade has been cut by the Great Western
Highway and the sebtfon west of the rzilway Bridge s now kmown as Bull's
Camp Picnio Area.

Today Bull‘a Camp is often referred to as 2. mile Hollow in puplio-

O e it dde io early doouments using the nameg Interdhangeably.
in earlier times these placea were identified by the number of miles they
were from Emu Ford on the Nepean River, thus, 17 mile Hollow ( now Lindern )
18 mile Hollow (Bull's Camp), 20 mile Hollow (Woodford) and 24 mile Hollow
(Lawson). =

In 1335 the 18 mile Hollow (Bull's Camp) was used as a base for the
ornvicts employed in repairing the Bathurst Road. It was also used as a
Military Police Post to protect the travellers and gold shipments »f the
1850 s,

Between 1842 — 1844 C-ptain Bull was in eharge of the road camp. He
believed ‘in more huméne treatment for convicts, then his predeeessors, se
the first thing he did was to send the '1fib§ger' haek tr Sydney. He alse
gave convicus -a proper Burial at which he reaé'the burial service, Up
nntil hie appointment the conviots were buried anywhere in the bush.

In 186% railway workers camped in the area of Bull's Camp while the
1781 single track line was under construction and in 1896 they returned to
construct a deviation to the line.

Bull'’s Camp today has little left to show for its period of convict
vOJﬂP&thn but whadsis 1ef% is as usual surrounded by folklore.

THE TUNGEC IUNGEON-

The Dungeon-is loceted in the sandstone on the left of Bull's Camp
Picnio Area, It is a small sandstone cell, which was once ldcked Wy a gate
and often nontains as much as 18om of water, It is believed to have been
uged 10 store toad building tools but legend has it that it was at times

~used &0 2 .placé.of punishment.
THE FLOGGING STONE:
The Flogging Stone is a low, sloping, sandstone rock engraved with

parallel grooves, one writer claimed that it was used by a bhlaeksmith to
prevent the anvil slipping, while others believed it was made to give the

‘flogger' a better foothold, thus the name *flogging stone',
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THE POWDER CELL (MAGAZINE):
The Powder Cell is located on the opposite side of the Great

Western Highway and is a small sandstone cave which'was once used to
store gunpowder for road building.
BULL'S BATH AND CHAIR:

Bull's Bath and Ghalr are believed to have been destroyed arer TO

years ago during rallway constructlon but a 'chair' in the railway

cuttlng opposite and a ‘bath' in the oreek are still shown today.
BIBLIOGRAPHY: ; ; ‘ |
Hungerfbrd,’M.E;'Dénald, &.K.; 5982: Exploring the Blue Mountains.
Poweiiglﬁrégg 1980: 'Bushﬁalking ~ In the Blue Mountains.,

Searle, Allan.E 1977: The History of Fauloonbridge, Linden & Woodford.
Blue" Mountains Speleological Club; 1986: Map of the Dungeon.

Blue Mountains Speleological Club; 1987: Map of the Powder Cell.

m ~ |Bulls Camp-Woodford

THE OLD 18 MILE HOLLOW

THE DUNGECN Mapped: Dece: 8§, 1987\,
' L.Coleborn ‘u#

T.0oleborn Y
Instruments: Sisteco
SM-3602

oompass

Fibreglass T=pe.

verticol Cross Sechon

MAP NO. BMS]  BMSC MAP NO. 100
The Powder Cell ( magazine)

_ : Mapped: Sept. 6, 1986
o L.Coleborn (dr)
o T R e g s T.Colehom
X% iy LSRR o K.Coleborn

= old g3te  Instruments: Fielders
" Oompass &
1 2m Mibreglass

L :
PLAN | {;3 o
- y ‘E . oif

metf-és Ver tieol Lross Section

" 70 WOCDFORD' 3 ' " GRADE: CRG 4D

Aae® ard . & SCALE: 1:100
MAP NO. BMS{ BMSC MAP NO. 98
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Caves of the Blue Mts,
THE CAVE HOTEL (Mt. Tomah)

®»y Louise Coleborn
The Csve Hotel is situsted on the left hand side of the Bell's
Line of Road hetween Mt. Charles and Mt. Tomah and is often referred to

ags Oave Hill. Near the cave on the rockface is an insoription,IWhich

is deeply etched into the sandstone:

THE CAVE HOTEL
BY
T . SHEARWOOD

Who was Shearwood? Was he an escaped convict or one of the
gold diggers, ‘whose luck had run out on the goldfields and as a result
tried tn make his fortune with this road-side shanty.

Ha&%eihe was Jjust a bush swaggy who decided to make his home
there and engraved fhe inscription to wwlcome other travellers in order
to reliev%;thn loneliness of the long, cold nights.

;lLThe3gave”isgabou$-four-metres above the Bell's Line of Road
and can only be reached via a short narrow track, It ié'a‘éméii'bﬁen
cave with a sandy floor. sl _

The walls of the cave are covered with 'emu Foot' markings
which were made by the Aboriginal people of the Australian Dreamtime.
The cave oould very well have religious significance as the emu was
sacred to the Daruk, the people of the area. (Hungerford, Donald; 1982:)

One can sit and enjoy the spirits of the dreamtime intermingled
with She=rwood and his mates enjoying the hospitality the cave once
offered to the weary travellers, only Yo have the reverie broken by the
sounds of modern heavy traffic, rushing to and fro on the road below.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Hungerford , M.E;; Donald, J.K.; 1982: Exploring the Blue Mountains.
Powell, Greg; 1980: Bushwalking — In the Blue Mountains.

Map of the Cave Hotel: 1987: Blue Mountains Speleological Club.
NOTE: Pers. Comm. Mr Bob Powell of Richmond who is over 80 years of

age told us that T.Shearwood was one of the men on the road
gang that put the original Bell's Line of Road in.
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The Cave Hotel

MT. TOMAH NSW

Aboriginal 'emu INSCRIFTION ETCHED

foot ! markings s ON ROCKFACE '

on walls : Py :
a / The Cave Hotel

by
T. Shesr wood

Mapped: 5th December, 1987
(“-;:::zb . L.Coleborn (dr),
5 s A .Coleborn &

Instruments: Fielders Compass

FRONT ELEVATICN and Fibreglass
: Tape. 4
Grade: CRG 4D SCALE: 1:260
nobRes o MAP NO. BMS{ = BMSC MAP NO. 102
e ) = -

TROY IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
TO HELP WITH THE DOCUMENTATION
OF THE SOUTHERN LIMESTONE.
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Caves of the Blue Mts. Part 6

WENTWORTH FALLS [Shelter Cave]
’ By Loaise Coleborn

To locate the cave drive west along thé Great Western Highway to the
top of Boddington Hill, then take the King's Tableland Road. Follow this
road for about 2km then turn right into Hordern Road, then left at the T.
Junction towards the deer park gate. Just past the gate is a short track
on the right to a large rock outcrop. The cave is at the far end of this
outcrop.

The cave is situated at the top of the cliff face and offers magnifio—
ent views to the south-west across the Valley of the Waters to Mount Solitary.
This ocave like many others in the Blue Mountains has been formed over
thousands of years by the action of wind and water eroding the sandstone face.

The history of this caves occupation is known only to those who have
dwelt there and the comple’es story may never be told. All that is left today
are remnants of a by gone era.

From the remains today we know that the cave offered more than just
shelter from the elements. A concrete and sandstone wall has been construet—
ed eoross the front of the cave, Built into this wall is a fireplace and a
door way in which the remains of the hinges may still be seen,

There is no history or record of Aboriginal ocoupation of this cave so
its history is only & & Zecent origin.

A good supply of drinking water was obtained by building a oconorete and
amtlebuae vickoan just axowid the uphill oozner of the ocave. And by building
a diversion dam along the edge of the oliff top to channel water down into a
sediment trap and then through a pipe into the oistern. A hole through the
wall at the deepest point of the cistern would once have been filled with a
pPipe and a tap to complete a sophisticated water supply. The cistern is
2.5m long by 1.2m wide and the depth ranges from 0.65m to 1.12m.

The cave itself is a typiocal sandstone overhang although the floor
sediments appear to conceal other small tunnels under the baok wall. The
back wall of the cave is covered with a variety of graffiti, the oldest
inscription being 1932 and of interest is the word PRIVATE with an arrow
underneath, written in cement.

If the 1932 inscription is genuine it would put it at the time of the
Great Depression ( 1929 = 1932 ) when many of the Australian population were
ont of work and homeless,

This area has a tranquil beauty and if the casual visitor were to take
the time to look amongst the shrubbery above the cave, they would be rewarded
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with the sight of one of our most remarkable terrestrial orochids,
Caleana major ( Flying Duck Orchid) and also olumps of Cryptostylis
subulata ( Moose Orchid or Tongue Orchid), :

The man made alterations 1o this oave make it rather unigque among the
sandstone caves of the Blue Mountains.

Bibliography: _
RENTCULy J.No3  4985: Growing Orchids: Book 4; The Australian
5 : - Families,
"Non Aboriginal occupation' ypers. ocomm, S.James National Park Ranger.
N.P.k W.S walk 1988:
Blve Mountains Speleological Club; 198T7: Map of Wentworth Falls
Shelter Cave,

SHELTER CAVE

WENTWORTH -‘FATTS N.S.We

water
cistern

conorete ridge

TR T
FRONT ELEVATION metres
Surveyed: 31=12-87 L.Coleborn (dr)
T.Coleborn, A.Coleborn
Ingtruments: Sisteco SM~-3602 Compass and
Suunto PM-5 olinometer and
Fibreglass Tape.
Grade: CRG 4D Scale: 1:100
MAP NO, BMS{ BMSC MAP NO. 104




\»

Oolite Vol. 19 (1)

TRIP REPORT

UNLESS THE AUTHOR OF A TRIP REPORT IS SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED,
AUTHORSHIP MAY BE ASCRIBED TO THE TRIP LEADER.

BENDETHRA

b e

Date of Trip:- 23rd - 24th April, 1988
Members Present :~- David Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn.

Leaving Friday night Kevin and I headed off for the weekend. Five and

a half hours later we arrived at the Big Hole camping area, The next
day we headed for Bendethra., Turning left at Pikes Saddle along a i
fire trail whioh was said to be in poor condition., And it was ( imagine
driving ap a hill over football sized roocks with a little dirt between
them ). Access t0 this area is thus only by AWD, trail bikes or
walkers.

On arriving at the Deua River which is surrounded by oamping areas we
followed the signs to the caves. The walk is 4km long and then another
350m up a hill,

The track to the caves is flat and mushrooms were abundant. A doline
on the left is reached after 3%km, and at 4km a dry efflux is encount—
ered, The hill was climbed and a large walk in entrance was found.

The cave is large like an arch, there are no rockpiles or squeezes ané
the formations are massive, 30m high by ®m wide., A ladder and a wire
rope are provided for easy access., Only the minimum equipment required
for this cave.

Wattle appears to grow very thickly on the outcrops in this area =nd to
find other oaves it would require a large group to spread out.

On Sunday we did the tourist section of Wyanbene. Water levels were
lower than normali

Monday weé walked to the Big Hole and saw a large wooden viewing deck,
which looks ugly. We gid the Big Hole than headed for home,

X N K %

BORENORE

Date of Trip:i- 30th April - st May, 1988
Members Present:— Kevin Coleborn.
Aim of Trip:— 0SS Exploration trip tp Borenore,

CAVES VISITED:
Cathedral Cave, Dead Cow Cave, No Air Cave and

Fox Cave.
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Saturday morning we went out to Borenore. We explored the C~thedral
Cove, This is a medium size cave. But why the C=thedral Cave? I don't
know but 0S5 said %hay would try and find out,

Next was Dead Cow Cave! This name is self explanatory. The oave now
has logs over the entrance probahly to prevent further incidents,
whieh- gave the cave its name. After a short olimb down,; a tunnel le=ds
off to the end of the cave, A squeesne near the end leads to some dry
formation.

We then trogged np the ereek to Twin Sister rocks, where Russel found
a small shaft which looks like it goes down about 10m., After this we
headed to No A’r ggvn' Where some of the more adventurous or some
might say stu@:d stucl their head in, only to come face to face with a
TO £t drop.

While some of the g=oup res‘2d others went off to find Fox Cave, which
Ian eventually located, I% is below No Air Cave and the entrance is
between some rocks wita rubbish and debris around it. There has at
some time besn a Tire in the entrance. After digging out a large rook
Ian atteapted to gf) in Hut due to loose boulders he didn't go in. 'So

I went 3nil!ll After moving the large loose rock we all chimneyed down
about 40 £%. to Tind. extensive passage and thousands of small skulls.

We then went oif o the Quavvy while the others explored Fox. We mlssed
the Quarry but found a comple of porves along the track tear the oreek.
While having luncli we saw a sugar glidar., Then we headed back to Ian's
for the night,

The next day we headed off o Canomodine. We split into two groups one
to continne with the survey of Diprotédon and the other group to do a
touristy. We hcaded siraight into the Birth Passage and then surveyed
on down o the MIDDY,.., Seotioni! The water was down about 3Cem which
made the mud really stuoky, oozy, slushy and squelchy., One of the party

~went*head Tirst-imto-the smd. - We also saw a frog in this section.

We then headed bacl: %o the homestead for afsernoon tea before heading
for home.
Reported by Kevin Coleworn.

ol G

JAURTIER

Sl Mgy, 1988

it Da‘Vld NOb]e (T L. )’ Ke"fixl Oulatiomn . Tty YRR GGy
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Members Preseni

Leaving Friday night Kevin, Lachlan and I headed off %o Shooters Hill
for a we' nigh%. The next day we met Peter Dykes and son at the gate
at the end of Jaurie» Foad, from here we turned left along a road
easement 1o his farm, a

Peter pointed out The feslures and ‘heon left us to explore while he
eontinued %o build his shed. We soon found the entrance to Trickets
Aroh ( which had a lot of waer ia it). We then trogged all over the
hill finding a few smallsy caves and dolines,

We then found the Efflunx of the Arch, which is on two levels. We enter—
ed the Upper one firsi, This rnn"ﬂlns some squeezes and was m~inly dry.
e ) P I v o I | t ol o2 T T R L

Vo BB ; = i S 1 = 5 LU S RCELRS
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The final squeeze was not pushed and a hole "in the flmor was net
descended, We then entered the lower passage, whieh is an active
stream, Kevin and Locky pushed a wet squeeze to find a sump. Az Kevin
and Locky were already wet they pushed a wet part of the Imflux to fimd
a waterfall and another sump, while I trogged down to the Tuglow River
tocexplore the bluff and caves in this area.

We met back at the hut and helped Peter for the rest of the day. The
next morning we headed down the Tuglow River to explore another Bluff,
however, no large caves were found, An efflux was seen but the
blacklerries were thiocker than Borenore, On the way back Kevin and I
explored River Cave and Kevin pushed every squeeze. We then went back
To the It and said goodbye to Peter and went home,

JENQLAN

Date of Trip:- 14th — 15th May, 1988

Members Present:— Dave Noble (T,L )y Kevin Coleborn, Lachlan Wilsen,
Tony Zimmerman, Steward Driver.
Members of 053,

We met 0SS on Saturday morning with the intention of going t» Great
North Cavern. We oollected the key off Ernie who said that the Dry
Syphon may be up. We headed off to Mammoth, On entry we took the
normal route to the Skull and Crossbones and then made our descent
to Central Lake, which was slightly up.

In the next section we had some difficulty in locating the Dry Syphon,
many lesds were explored and eventually we found it. On arriving at
the Diy Syphon we decided not to pontinue to Great North Czvern asm
some of the younger members were getting tired., Kevin and I deeided
to go through the Dry Syphon., A small creek was running in from the
right and the pool was flowing to the right., That night we eamped at
the Pig Farm. =

The next day we headed up the valley for Serpentine after heing tnld
that most of Spider was flooded, We then entered Diggins Diggins by
mistake, it doesn't oonneck to Serpentine. So we entered Serpentime
and did the Little Canyon squeeze, which was a bit wet,

We then said goodbye to 0SS and went to Iyyers. Kevin and I went inte
the Upper Section and found some pretty de—trog areas with deep holes,
e then left the ocave and went home,

FUWH TR ER R K K KX X % ¥R

CANOMODINE

Date of Trip:— 28th — 29th May, 1988
Members Present: Dave Noble (T.L.); Kevin Coleborn, Lachlam Wilsen,
Vigitorg:— Len Baker,

Tt i
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We stayed at Ian's place on Friday night and headed off in the morning
for Cenomodine. We collected the keys and followed Kevin to Diprotodon.
We descended until the Armchair Squeeze, where Len decided it was a ®it
awkward for his first squeeze so Locky escorted him out, Kevin and I
waited ~on the otherside of the squeeze for Locky Wwut he couldn't fit!

So he retyrned to the surfrce. Kevin and I had a look around the cave

-aad then we headed out,

Hexﬁ was No. ‘44 Locky and I descended until it got awkward for us to
contime trithout a tape. We then looked in No. 5 and then found Main
Cave, which is quite pretty and was an easier start to caving for Len,

That night we stayed at Ian's ( except Looky) and headed for Borenore
the next day. At the Arch a few tight squeezes were pushed hy Kevin.
Imen vp to Cathedral, Dead Cow and then down to Tunnel and Verandsh
Caves.,

Len found - Borenore muoch better suited for the beginner.

BUNGONIA

Date of Trip:=— 4th — 5th June, 1988
Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn.

The first cave we decided to.enter was B4 =5. Our aim was to complete
the Extension, We searched for its entrance and came to a small, very
wet squ eeze, which we went through, only to find we were at the entrance
again, So we decided to try from the Shaduff end, which was totally
blocked by sand and would require extensive digging. A high aven in
Shaduff was then climbed to find some excellent formation. It is
suspected that this aven could lead to the B1T gate, which has been
recently blocked by sand bags.

We then went back to the B4=5 to try once again to find the Extension,
but with no luck as it was full of water. So we headed for Canberra
Hole & Steampipe for a through trip and then almost bottomed Drum Cave
( the sump was up). Then descended Grill and we found an extension to
a ladder pitch. €02 was encountered near the very end, so we decided
to tr and bottom it in the morning.

The first cave of the day was Grill and we mancged to bottom it in spite
of high 002 levels (5%) in the lower region of the cave. We then looked
at UNSWSS Hole and went to the top of the first chimney. We put our

" heads in at numerous holes, watched a party descend Drum and then went for
" a look at Jerraka Falls and then Gorge in flood! We then descended the

pitch in Drum. When we came out we left for home.
*E KK K K X XX

DAVE'S MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR

Dote_of Trip:— 11th — 13th June, 1988
Membeirs Present:=— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, Graeme White, Tony

Zimmerman, Len B=ker, Lschlan Wilson, Stewart Driver,
9 Members from 0SS,

We arrived at the Big Hole camping area on Friday night only to find it
had been hit by recent heavy winds. The next day after a late start we
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entered Wyanbene at 12 noon, OSS was planning to enter an hour later
and follow us to Frustralion Lake., The water was flowing well, however,
the pools didn't appear an® deeper than normal, The water crawl seemed
to have a few loose rocks at the base which m=de it easier on the knees?
On reaching the chamber near the Gunbarrel we had lunch and looked for
the way in., Ve could just see the top with Tony's K-M-rt globe but the
rope, which use to hanidown, wasn't there.

Len, Tony and Kevin went out while the rest of us continued to the 'Lake'
through Ceasars Palace and down into the water, up a climb, down a tape,
along a stream, up a chimney and down a hand-line and we were there.
Everyone seemed surprised at the size of the Lake and its depth,

We then headed out, had tea and went to sleep. The next morning we met

at the Big Hole at 10am and the Ranger said it was olosed, So the BMSC
group went to Yarrangobilly thermal pool, while 0SS deoided to olimb the
Bluff at Wyanbene.

After a swim we drove to Wee Jasper for the nlght to find a tcllet
block, free electric BBR's but no shower,

The next day we dld Dip Cave with Kevin, Len and Graeme ab39111ng in
7ia the daylight hole. We'then went almost to the end of Series 5 and
then came out. Xevin and Len decided to rmmssik while the rest of us
walked out.

We “hen went home with a éurprisingly good run along the Hume,

K OK X KN R X ¥ E

CLIEFDEN

Date of Trip:— 2nd - 3rd July, 1988

Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coledorn, Len Baker, Tony
Zimmerman, Louise & Terry and family.

0SS Members:— Bruce Howlett + visitor.

The first cave for the weekend was Tzplow Maze. We went to the Railway
Tunnel and then to the Blue Room to0.see the Blue Stal and then came out.
We then went to Malongulli and saw the unusual formation called the
Nazgul as well as the Barrier Shawl and the Lake. A loose boulder was
seen at the top of the ladder pitch.

The next day we did Nothing and saw the skeleton and then helped Bruce
with the survey in Swansong.

E A A o SR S B S I S

TANK STREAM

The two parties®of (15) met at Curtin Place at 1.30pm for a tour of the
Tank Stream on Sunday the 19th June, 1988.

The Tank Stream was a 40m wide freshwater atream that flowed from the
marshy swamp area, which is now Hyde Park down a series of small water—
falls to the sea at Circular Key.

In 1790, after a bad drought, the stream area was deepened and made into
Storage Tanks, hence its present name, 'Tank Stream', Each tank was 5m
deep and held around 20,000 litres of water.
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By the 1850's the stream had become wvery polluted, it had virtually
become an open sewer, so it was covered to prevent the spread of
digeases, :

The Tank Stream is no longer a beautiful, freshwater stream but nor is
it a diseases filled sewer. It is now a storm water chahnel -and allows
the turbulent storm water to make its way to the sea, beneath the
concrete jungle above,

The section of the Tank Stream that we saw on the tour was a cross seotien
of three eras. '

1800:  The Stone Arch Construction. Which was made from carved
o3 = blocks of sandstone. Each block having the insignia of the
"l person who had carved it, This section was approx, 1.5m
high and 3m wide,
i8T8:  The Brick Oviform: This section was small and egg shaped.
It was approx. 1.2m high and 0.8m wide.

1975: Reinforced Concrete Box: This section was the same as
strom water chanmnels seen all over Sydney with none of the
nostalgia of the previous sections. This seotion was approx.
3m wide and 1.5m high. -

Although ‘the tour was only for half an hour it was an enjoyable stroll
through our earlier history with even a feint reminder of a time when
the Tank Stream was a haven for diseased rid vermin,

References:
The Tanlk Stream; 1988: Brochure of Water Boeard.
Good Weeksndj 1988: Underneath Sydney.
' Kevin Coleborn
Social Secretary
LK R R R KRR X%
Date of Trip:— 9th July, 1988.
Mambers Pregent:~ Dave Noble , Lachlan Wilson, Tony Zimmerman,

Leavinz at 9am we set off for a new area which we had seen on a map.

The first stop planned was the 0ld Torbane Mine and then Limestone

Creek and Spring Gully. However, we were scared off by the signs telling
you to stay away. So we headed for our next choice 'Coco Creek', where
we aprroached the property owner, who mentioned a cave over the hill a
bit, We drove along the road a bit and his son caught us up and took us
to the entrance., which we would never had found otherwise.

The surface of the rock isn't limestone and the rock in the eave ochanges
from limestone to a brittle shale. - The cave is about 40C~506m in length
and contains some unvandalized formation. Much of the cave is walk through
and any further leads would be #n the final chamber or in the high asvens
alcng the way. Bats were present throughout the cave and they didn't
geem disturbed at our presence, '

After leaving the ocave we trogged over the hill and found no further-
entrances., Some possible dig sites were geen but these were left for
another dav.
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On leaving the area we thanked the farmer and told him of the cave.
He told us we were the first speleo's (or anyone) to visit the ocave
over the past 12 years.

From here we herdeé to Alum Caves, which are small overhangs in an
unusual conglomerate in a small valley near the railway line near
Running Stream.

* X ¥ % X X € % X

WEE _JASPER

Date of Trip:— 16th = 17th July, 1988,
Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, len Baker.

Leaving Friday night we set off for Wee Jasper and arrived four hours
later, The first cave we visited was Punchbowl, we descended the,pitch
and looked around the cave and then came up the pitch, We looked in
Signature and Dogleg on the way back to camp.

The next day we had a look in the Gong Room and then abseiled inte Dip
Cave through the Daylight Hole in Series 4 and then came out, We
deoided not to go and do Dogleg as Kevin had forgot his shorts.

On the way home we stopped at the bridge on the Murrumbidgee and
explored the limestone nearby. We found two untagged entrances and
numerous blocked entrances. We didn't enter them as we had left our
lights in the car,

JENQLAN

Date of Trip:- 23rd = 24th July, 1988.

Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, Aﬁdrew, Peter
and his girlfriend,

On arrival at Jenolan we were told of high water levels in the oaves and
the flooding that had ocourred a week ago, We set off for Mammoth and
descended to Central Lake only to find it higher than it had been a month
earlier, However, most people managed to get wet feet (except the Tlie )o
We then continued to the Dry Siphon and as usual only Kevin and T womid
go through, So it was back to the Railway Tunnel and on into Oolite,
Where the Lower River was a Lake, which Kevin wouldn't swim through. We
then headed out of Mammoth.

The next day we went to the top of the Cloud Pitch in Dwyers. - ¢ %L i

L + Se.w

- P . X a4 g
o ¥ . o .

R R R T



0574%e. Vol. 19 (1) 16

‘ROVAL -NATIONAL PARK

ABORIGINAL ENGRAVINGS

Date of Trip:=— 10th July, 1988

Tembers Present:—  Lionel Baker (T.L.O, Terry & Louise Coleborn &
family, Brian & C-rol Skinn & family, Rioky Brett ;-
Carolyn Tunks.

Vigitor: Norton,

We all met at the designated spot and then headed off to the first
gite,

1« Sebastopol Trig:

This site is situated just off the Princes Highway south of Heathoote.
Local theory holds that this site was an important meeting place between
the tribe of the mountains and the Sydney tribe. It being most likely
used as a Trading Place. The practice of trade had an important place
among the Aboriginal people. Trading allowed local groups to obtain raw
material suoch as ophre and plturl, whlch were not always found in their
own territory.

The large rock surface is covered with a variety of engravings includ-—
ing a human figure, a figure which resembles a oow, an emu, a large
indetermined figure, two kangaroog with boots on, a small hand and arm, a
fertility sign, a sign for the meeting of the tribes and also a sign which
is believed to be a signature of the tribe in this area and is found on
many of the sites in this local area., There are also several axe sharp—

flng grooves,

A short distance away ocan be seen another figure of a man, whieh is -
pariially covered with sand and road wash off, but a channel has been cut
below the esite and after the recent heavy rains it appears to be oleaning
the C2bris from the site.

2. South Wattamolla:

We were all extremely impressed w1th the Intaglio engraving ( this is
an engraving out into the rock forming a sunken relief). Along the edge
of the Intaglio are many axe sharpening’ grooves. This type of engravlng
ig rare and we were very lucky to be able to see one at first hand,

Nearby is another set of engravings, firstly a ' birth site' which has
two female figures, one with an umbilical cord and a smaller child like
flgure beside them. Within a few feet of this is a set of engravings

wisting of six large figures, »ll holdlng hands as if celebrating (it
r*sembles a corroboree). © i g & e & s

On the opposite side of the road is a smaller site with three small,
fish, = larger fish and a human figure.

3. Maian—Bar Heights: :

At this site we saw a figure of a man with a penis reaching. to his
feet., He is wearing a three—pronged headdress., North of this site is
an indertermined engraving of a geometrical shape.

Cn the opposite side of the road we again saw the 'signature' like
engraving, previously seen at Sebastopol's Trig site and also a set of °
'Y? engravings, which are also found around the sites of this area,
again belleved to be a type of signature.

Furthér along we saw engravings of two large whales facing each other.
North of ‘this site is a very large whale engraving on a large, flat rock
area, overlooking the south-west arm of Port Hacking. It was in this
delightful setting that we had our picnic lunch before moving on to the
next site. .
; i 0l N & . B B
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4, Artillery Hill:

This was the l-st site th-t we visited and it was reached after a
short walk beside a beautiful, crystal, clear stream. The engravings
are on the rocks surrounded by a delightful rock pool area with small
waterfalls, They include; A large k-ngaroo, a hunting scene eonsisting
of two small wallabies and the hunters footprints; a ve=riety of differ—
ent fish and of psrticular interest was the 'metal' axe grooves around
the rock pools. It is thought that these grooves were made by an early
trading axe similar to the one found in =nother section of the park.

Our thanks to Lionel and Norton for a very enjoyable and informative
day.

= Reported Wy Louise Coleborn.
References: )
GIBBSy R.M.3 1974: The Aborigines.

Mankind; Rock Engravings of the Sydney District. Vol.5No.1i. & Vol.6.No. 1.
Sebastopol Trig; Chart of Rock Carvings; 1972: Lionel Baker,
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COLONG

Date” of Trip:— 30th = 31st Juky, 1988
Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Colehorn,
Visitors: Troy Magennis, David Zammit.

Orange Speleological Sogiety: We were invited by OSS members to attend
their trip to Colong.

We arrived late and went to sleep, We left for the cave at 9.3Mam and
went under at 10am and came out ‘arcund 5.30pm. The next day we trogged t
the Bluff oppesite the Arch and up the Blufr opposite Coral Cave. A few
small holes were found but no major oneg.
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BUNGONIA-

Date of Tripi=—- 6th — Tth August, 1988.
Members Present:- Dave Noble (T.L.), Len Baker, Kevin Colehorn.

Dave and Len arrived at the entrance to the Bungonia State Recreational
Park at 8,45pm. A camp site was selected outside the entrance to the park.
A fire was soon 1lit and we awaited the arrival of Kevin., The tranquility
of the bush was abruptly interrupted at 3.45pm by the arrival of Kevin,
Kevin set up his bedding and wasted no time in showing off his newly
agquired 25 degree sleeping bag. After climbing into the bag he than set
about giving us a running eomment=ry sbout the performsnee of the bag and
inparticular the rapid rise in temperature. This left us green with envy
and we wondered if we would wake up in the morning to find Kevin a molten
mess — just like the Vulcan ad. Our sleep was short lived because of a
sudden downpour. I awoke 2ursing the pain because my deluxe bivy bag,
which cost $225, sprung a leak.

We all awoke at daybrezk to a freezing cold morning with snow lightly
falling., This delighted Kevin as it at once gave him the opportunity

to brag sbout his sleeping bag, DBut the bragging soon stopped whew Kevin
realised that the bottom of his sleeping bag was wet; possibly due to
condensation. We decided that Grill was to We the fiwst cave of the day
to give Len his first wiff of COg, '

We entered Grill oczve at about 8am via a well »ecognised entryance., We
then made our way down the cave to the rock pile. A small pocket of CO2
was found in one of the squeezes between the 'out' sign and the sump.

CO02 was again experienced but this time in a larger quantity at the top of
the last ladder pitch before the sump. I led out and after a few wrong
turns we were soon safely out of the eave. 3

1 - i

We collected our gear from the caw», then set off to Drum. On awrival
at the entrance to Drum we met a ehap dvessed in awmy jungle greens. He
told us that he was alone =nd had just finished a deseent to the fiwst
ledge using»hang—over—hand teehnique with a sho»t length of 5mm rope,
(orazy). He said he was unable to go any further because his »ope was not
long ‘enough and asked us if he eould use ours. When we realised that he
was not equipped to do the descent we asked him how he was going to =ttempt
it. He replied "No worries I'll go down h=nd-over—hanAd like I was “taught
in the Army™! When we explained it wouldn't be a good idea, he soon left.
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>

Jave descended the 150 ft. pitch setting up the varionis re*belays at the
:sual places on the way down. Kevin gave Len instru‘fion on érossing re—
belays using the 3rd ascender technique. Len then descended down to the
second re-belay where D-ve was w2iting. Dave then showed an alternate
i:ethod of crossing a re-belay using a Cows-Tail. Kevin then followed.

A seoond long length of rope was carried through the cave and!was n{éd to
1ig the 60 foot pitoh. The bottom of the rope was then carried throwgh
the oave in the hope that it could also ®e used to descend the 2@ foot
fitoch, This was done but using a razor blade. Len rigged the 26 foot
itoh and was first to descend. We followed the cave down as far as wWe
zould to the 4 inch air space but was unable to go furtheJ due to sand
looking the way. 0 iunt r ¥im e  u T MR

Dave was first to ascend the 150 foot pitch, After Dave crossed the firgdh
re—belay he waited for Len to assist him om the change over, Len ascended
the rope and experienced no difficulty in using the cow tail method for
“he change over. Then Kevin ascended the rope, de=rigging the re-belays

=5 he went, We exited the cave at 4pm and then went to Argyle to allow

wen to attempt the entrance squeeze.

On arrival at Argyle, Len was fiill of enthusiasm until he saw the squeeze.
He was unable to fit thru despite a lot of eoaxing from Kev1n and Dave.
We then headed Wack to Grill car park.

When we had arrived back at the car park we noticed that the car belonging
%o our army friend, whom we met in Drumy was still there. Kevin said that
e mentioned that he intended to do Grill om his return from Drum. This
concerned us a little as ahout five houws had elapsed since we last saw
him, After some discussion we decided that it would We’'best if we were to
enter Grill and go as far as the foul air warning sign, figuring that as

Ne was a oomplete novice to c2ving he would see the sign and would go no
“urther., At 5.15pm the three of us entered Grill., Approaching Crystal
“alace we heard cries for help and sounds of a rosk beimg swuek on a ladde-
A short time later we were confronved by a very scared but relieved fellow
standing next to the ladder., He explained that his omly toreh had failed
“aree hours ago and he had attempted to use.a nigarette lighte» which also
railed, At a last resort he attempted tm use a eylume stiek But was unable
50 see, After all that he decided to stay rut. We then led him out of
e cave and to the car park.

“hat evening Len chatted with a member of the cave »esecue squad about the
‘esoue, He was very interested and passed en a job well done.

inday Tth:  After a quiock bite of Breakfast we headed to Mass Cave. We
“2d a look around and after finding nothing of gweat intewest we headed
uife At .the exit to Mass Cave wé took the lower of the two paths and
headed further around the side of the camyon.

e then located the entrance to Chalk Cave about 40@m from Mass Cave and
sommenced to set up the abseil, The end of the »ppye was fed thwu a small
lug out under a large rook then securely tied, We descemded about six
aetres to a ledge where a re-belay was set up. After changimg over at the
rebelay we carefully negotiated a ledge whish waa made trieky by a deep,
narrow orack positioned in the centre of the ledge. Both of us negotiated
‘he ledge safely and descended to the hottem of the oave. ‘We had a look
around and noticed some digging had taken place against eme wall, It
~ppeared that the digging was abandoned amd them wefilled. This was . -
2ossikily done within the past six months. as a Bolt bracket positioned

on the wall above the dig was relatively mew looking. Afte» having a

Look around we decided to return to the surface.

Dave elected to go first. As he neared the top of the ledge Dave progr—
essively pulled the rope out of the crack By pushing his feet agaimwst the
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wall below the ledge, When the rope was clear of the ledge he climbed
over the crack.: Len elected to position the rope about 4" to the‘rlght

of the crack: About 30 foot up the rope Lens sit harness belt “came undone
and thé harness fell down about his knees., This caused only a minor amou=—
nt of -trauma.as-he was still held against the rope by the top ascender
rope thro#gh the chest harness., Ben rectified the problem, then continued
up the rofe. The cause of gear failure is unknown as tlie buckle was
seourely done up prior to the sscent. One possibility could be that the
Karabiner, which®*w~s attached to®the sit harness dislodged the buckle,
becuase of the constant pulling offthe ascender ropes. Len experienced
no difficulty getting himself over the ledge by theumse of the hand—
over-hand technique! (Kevin would have been proud — a big improvement
over the Dip Cave)o ;

Dave then’ climbed the Tast six metres but was not happy wzth the start of
the climb, because he had to swing over the previous pitch before the
rope slack was taken up. Once he had t=ken the first few steps things
got back to normal. Len experienced little difficulty with the start of
the climb; m-inly because after clamping onto the rope he closed his eyes
and went- for it! At the finish of the -scent we climbed thgyough the top
or the ceve to view the flowstone, The flowstone was quite dirty but
still interesting; one could only imagine what it looked®like when first
discovered. After-viﬁwing the flowstone we he-ded back towards Hogzng
Hole. : piy '

We entered Hogans Holg and made cur way thru the various p=ssages towards
the Hairy Traverses Dave demonstrated to Len the technique of orossing
the traverse; but due. to the long drop; Len did not appreciate it and
requested a handlineq. Dave set up a handline and Len had no,problems with
the traverse., Pave'po;nted out the way to the B4~5 Extension. We then
headed out the Fossil Entrance, n$ the pottom of the PFosszil entrance,

Len practiced }is ollwblng skills and then made his way up the 22 foot
pitch withouf any difficulty. -

Affer leaving*Fo8sil Entrance Dave then he=ded off to show Len, Steat
Pipe and Canberra Holes Then we troddled off to Argyle to =zllow Len
another go at the squeeze. \

On arrival at the Arg/le entrance "Len wrs again full of enthusizsm but

this was short !1V6d when he poéltloned himself in the squeeze. Despite

a lot ol coaxing from Dave, Len could got proceed past the half way point

in the squeeze. YJoices wege ‘hesrd at the entrance so we waited for the (
party to enter the crve. After five mlnutes and still no sign of any one,
we headed rout, - When we got outsidq the ‘cave we were met by a lady and two
fellows, She explained that she was waiting for her husband who was amongst
a party of thirtedn “h®ere af® hour over due. We escorted the two fellows
into the cave =nd waited %2t the entrance squeeze for the return. of the other
party. . Afted aﬂbd? fifteen mirtites voices were heard shortly followed by
lights. °The t#o felloWs showed an interest in caving so we then asked them
if they would 11Hb to see Grill and they acoe&ﬁed We told them we would
meet them at the Grill o=x parks. ! '

- -

On arrival at Grl the two fellows were w-iting with one of their mates.
We then he=ded ofho the ocawe. The party: descended as far as the Crystal
Palace then hezded out via the- upper passages, All members of the party
had a great tlmq, in partlcular oug novice cavers who seemed to relish the
mud squeezes. Although they were not suitably dressed for the trip;.they
did not seem to cere about gettlng their Sundsy best dirty.  We -11 return-
ed b=ck to the car p@rk and fhe three visitors left soon afterwards.;

Ll

(]
After packing the!car and- haV1ng a hot shower, we returned home, A mos+t
enjoyable trip was had by all’who attended ( except for our army friend

who will think twice about caving-alone).
. : ¢ . Reported by Len Baker

L
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"JENOLAN

Date of Trip:= 25th = 26th June, 1988

Members Present:=— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, Len Bzker, Tony
Zimmerman, Graeme White, Rick Brett, Lachlan Wilson

Visitors: Greg L-cey and Rebecoa.

Len, Kevin and Greg arrived at 10pm to find Dave and Tony huddled around
a roaring fire. After setting up camp we 21l settled down for the night.

After a quick breakf-st we 2ll moved off to the Guides Office to see
Ernie and to meet up with Lachlan and Rebecca. We headed off to the
Playing Fields and then set off to Wiburds Lake Cave.

After a four Kilometre walk, we finally arrlvéﬂ at the entrance to Wiburds
Lake Cave.

g entered the cave via the usual entrance and after ocontemplating the way
on we decided to go to the Yawning Gulches. Descending the Yawning Gulches
using a handline we fin=1lly got to the bottom in one piece; then went on.
We all arrived at the Lake safely although a few members of the party
nearly went for a swim., At that point some of the party went on while

the rest waited. Vhen the rest of the party arrived we all headed back.
When we entered the main chamber a rope was seen hanging from the top of
one wall.

After lunch we set off back to the csr park. On the way back the entrances
to Mammoth were visited. When we arrived at the car park, Lachlan and
Retn¢ ;g8 left for Home, while the rest of us set off to Ian Crrpenters Cave.

The cave was entered about 3pm by all the members.  However, after negot—
iating the first wertical descent Len suffered sevore cramping of the leg
and had to be hauled out by Tony w1th a length of 2" tape. Len then went
to the car park and lit a fire. Approximately thirty minutes into the
cave, Tony could not fit thru a squeeze and was forced to return to the
surface to wait for the others. Dave, Kevin and Greg continued on. After
pushing thru some very tight squeezes.which required = lot of effort, the
party finelly got through the connection to Rho Hole. After having a look
around- Rho- Hole the party exited about 6pm and met up with Tony and Len.

Back at the Plg Farm we were met by Graeme who had arrived about 10am.
After collectlng firewood *we spent-a couple of hours sitting around the
fire then we all retired for the night.

Sunday norning we lef® the Pig Farm for the Guides Office around 9am.
Whilst Dave was discussing with Ernie the days activities, Kevin and Len
waited in the Guides Office next. to the he=ter. It could not be helped
but to overhear one of the Guides answer the phone by saying what sounded
like "God's Office". We were amused at this and Kevin decided the Guides
Office should in futune be referred to as God's Office. At the completion
of the formalities we set off to trog the first hill on the right in the
Southern Limestone. One of the older members of the party (Len) was on
his l=st legs after climbing the hill., Finding nothing of interest, we
returned after about two hours. ; :

About-midday we all set out for Bottomless Pit. Approximately thirty
minutes ‘was spent in rigging the various pitches with Dave doing all of
the underground work.®* One of the lengths of rope which was being lowered
into the cave broke free because of a poorly tied knot. Dave then ascend—
ed the cave, then with Graeme returned b-ck to the car to fetoh another
length of rope.
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Whilst they were away ( =bout thirty minutes), Rick set up an abseil for
Greg to obtain instruction prior to his first ever descent/asoent into a
cave, When Dave and Gr-eme arrived b-ck with the rope it was then lowered
into the c-ve by a very securely f stened knot, After all the pitches were
set by Dave, who remasined at the bottom of the cave, Rick, Graeme and Creg
descended into the cave. Tony and Len elected to stay above.

Kevin seized the opportunity to try'out Len's newly scquired SRT ascenders.
fevin then descended into the cave., The prrty was in the cave for zbout
{our hours before returning to the surf-ce.

4t the end of the days_activities, all members returned to their h mes.
Reported by Len Baker
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JENQLAN

Uzte of Trip:— 10th =11th September, 1988
Nembers Present:— Dage Noble (T.L.)s Kevin Coleborn, Len Baker,
Vigitors:=— Rey & Greg.

We all entered the cave at 10am and proceeded on to the Perculator.
The next squeeze was the top of the Cloud Pitch and Len had trouble
getting through so Kevin Led him out. The Cloud Pitch wss then descended.
Then the mud st-rted, we traversed along the slippery ledge, Dave first
and he set up a tape for the rest of us. We nerotiated the pitch above
the Choocolate Ildx-.then into the Chocolate Box itself, more mud. The
climb out of the Chocolate Box was ascisted by a »ope but still difficult
because the mud made the rope difficult to grip. We then climbed up
through a squeeze, over a pool and then anothe» awkward elimb was negot—
izted. Then on into the Slop Through., After a few mowe climbs we crawled
through mud to a very pretty section,

Eecautiful white formation,_heliotitéa in the roof and massive, white flow—
svone combined with stals. At this point Greg found that his camera didn't
work. We stopped for lunch after negotiating the rockpile and final pitch.

Jave and Kevin bottomed thelcavé as Greg was -feeling a little tired., Then
ve headed out carrying a tonne of mud on us and our gear, We surferced at
~round 8430pm and headed b-ck te camp for dinner and a chat awound the

ampfire. ;
Repowted by Kevin Coleborn
R ¥ % N W OE ¥ ¥ ¥
NELUNGALQO
Jate of Trip:= 30th October, 1988

Memberg Pregent:=— Kevin Coleborn, Len B-ker, Tony Zimmewman.

We had been invited to attend an 0SS trip., We all -rrived at 10.30am
and headed underground. It only took about zn houw to see the cave. We
— then had lunch and headed for home.
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TIMOR

Date of Trip:=— 22nd = 23rd October, 1988

Members Pregent:=— Dave Noble (T.L.); Kevin Coleborn, Len Baker,
Troy Magennis.

A1l arrived at Timor at 12 o'cloekx Frid-y night and found somewhere to
camp so we crashed for the night and all had a great nights sleep except
for Troy who was awakened by a cow!

In the morning we went up to TR 2 Belfry Cave,; where Troy led us around
for about two hours., Then we explored for more entrances and we totaled
around eight hours caving for the day, entering Main and a few others.

The next day we went and had a look at TR T-8 Hill C~ve and ther onto TR
15 Glen Dhu Cave.

Good weekend had by all, eleven hours underground.
Reported by Kevin Coleborm

* K WK X R K NN XK

JONA

Dzte of Trip:=- 5th — 6th November, 1988

Members Precent:=— Kevin Coleborn (T.L.), Len Baker, Tony Zimmerman,
Troy Magennis, Terry Coleborn and Louise Coleborn
& family.

Vigitors:— Ryan Beaver,

Saturdsy we went to Tugalowa and a cbublé of hours w s spent in the
MOCIU'.ID: v

Sunday was spent in the Shaft Cave,; Iona. This is the new vertical cave
on the hill, We showed Tony and Troy the same sections we had explored

on our last trip here with 0SS, then we explored z higher level and check—
ed out a couple of squeeges.

A really beautiful area especially the thermal river!

Lo R S S

YARRANGOBILLY -

Date of Triw:= 1st = 3rd October, 1988

Members Present:=- Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coledorn, Len B=ker,
Lachlan Wilson, Werren Lacey, Troy Magennis, Tony
Zimmerman., ‘

Visitors:= Mick Willi=ms, Rebecca.,

We arrived S=turday morning and met the Rq-nger =% the top turn—off to
Yarrangobilly, he gave us the keys snd he told us we could camp at the top
of the cutting on the fire tr=il to Esgles Nest. We went and set up camp.
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We then headed off to Eagles Nest. We entered the c've at the Y3 entrance
and headed on through the cave, stopping at the Red Room to take photos
and then onto the Deepest Dig. There was a dead possum at the bottom and
some signs of flooding. We then exited the cave via the Y2 entrance. Ve
noticed there were more lines through the: oave indicating the path to
follow,.

After exiting the cave we went to the thermal pool for a swim and then
tea around the camp fire. The Ranger turned up and we told him that the
Red Room in Bagles Nest oould do with a olean but could only be done when
there was more water flowing in the cave, otherwise the formation below
would be dirtied by the run off. He decided he would like to come to -
North Deep Creek with us so we met him at 9,30am the next morning.

On arrival at the c-ve we had problems with the lock on the g=te. As we
couldn't unlock the grte we by—passed it. We hezded straight to the duck-—
under, where Dave and Kevin proceeded through. Forty minutes later they
returned to the awaiting cameras. We then left the ocave and headed on
down to the thermal pool for another swim and then back to camp for tea
and crashed for tke night.

Early the next morning we were taken for a trip through Jersey C=ve and
shown what the R-ngers were doing in-there. Next we went into 0ld Inn and
down to the lake and out. Some areas of formation need cle-ning in 0ld Inn.

Reported by Kevin Coleborn.

e e L CRE O G S S

Date of Trip:=— 3rd = 4th September, 1988

Members Present:—  Rick Brett (T.L.), Cerolyn Tunks, Kevin Coleborn,
Tim Pe-rson, Dave Noble, Len Baker, Tony Zimmerman.

After seelng the property owner we =11 he-ded on to the caving area to
set up camp.

After camp was set up we headed on down to WA 42 Lake Cave to do some
exploration, We proceeded on into the cave and I asked the W=11li Novices
to find the way onj; It was Corolyn who eventually looked up and found the
way on; We all proceeded on leaving Len at the squeegze to wait for Tony
who was running late. With the rest of us crossing the hole and down to
the Lake Chamber , to 2gain find it extremely dry.

This time we looked around some of the bsck passsges and high up at the
back of the M-in Chamber to try and find some more cave. We had soon
found the rest of the cave, hesps of pass-ges and some unique formation.

We had explored every nook and cranny so we decided to head back out of

the cave. One important thing we had noticed was that all of the format— -
ion was extremely active, this being the first time I have seen it like
this for ye-rs. .

The climb out of the Lake C=ve wzs uneventful and then it was all of us
looking for spiders crossing the entrance hole, Once out past the Squeaky
Squueze, if you have been there you will know where I mean, we.found Tony .
and Len waiting forus. From here we exited this dusty part of the cave
and then out into the fresh outside air.
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After lunch we trogged up and was soon on our way to WA 12 Piano Cave.
Once at the entrance we 21l hung up our wet weather gear and started on
our way into the cave; the first squeeze was uneventful =nd it was then
down through the series of False Floors and on to the Mzin Chamber., Once
into the Main Chamber I pojnted out to the rest of the group, the old
entrance to Piano Extension. Upon closer inspection of the Extension we
found that there was quite a breeze blowing through a small opening just
below the cemented segtion of the passage. Whilst looking at this hole
Kevin decided to light his.emergency czndle so we could get an idea of
the airflow through the opening. Kevin had six m-tches and one piece od
striking material. Soon enough five matches were tried without sucocess
and then the sixth, this time with success, but the csndle caught fire
very slowly and the match quickly burnt and instinct toldiKevin to blow
out the match, which he did very quicklyy one problem though was that he
also blew out the c-ndle, so I suggest one should carry more than six
m~tches into a cave.

After a while we decided to make a move out from the cave., We wondered
if the signatures and names found on the cave walls and the d-tes were
real. - . o

Due to pourlng rain it took us three hours to get the fire going and cook
tea. ; :

Upon awakening on Sunday mornlng we were greeted with sunshlne, so-we all
had a pleasant breakfast around the fire, -nd then we all trogged up and
headed back to Piano Csve for -nother look around. Kevin led the way into
Piano: loosing two of his party on the way in through the False .Floors,

The two people purposely tagged at the re-r of the group to note what action
the TL would take, when he realised some of his party was missing. Upon
arrival at the Main Chamber Kevin noticed that Tim and myself were missing.
U2 he nmaited fertsome ¥ime and tThen dame looking for us. Bventually we

were found, so.we all went back to the Msin Chamber to discuss what he had
done wrong and what to do if it had been a real exercise.

Discussions over I pointed out to Tim and C-rolyn the location of Piano
Extension, whichvis where we wgreide-ding'to l-t2r in.thecdayi:- Wheni we’
¢ .. backiat theuMainiChanber I decitod®Xbo take a group photo. It would
have been great, but there turned out to be no film in the camera.

We decided that we had better move on out of the cave so we had time to do
the Piano Extension, so Kevin led the way out, keeping a close eye on the
tailend of the group this time, eventaully we were out of the cave and we
all thanked Kevin for doing a good job underground.

We were shortly at the crest of the hill at the WA 35 entrance, looking
into the horrible looking entrance hole, wondering who was going to go in
and check out the size of the pitch. Kevin volunteered and whilst he had
his head down in the hole Tim and I set up the traces and tapes ready for
the ladders.

We hooked two 10m ladders together and passed them down to Kevin who had
moved into the entrance hole. Kevin was soon on Belay and making his way
down the ladder, then we heard a muffled yell, telling us to hook another
ladder on as the others didn't reach the Wottom. Another ladder was quick—
1y hocked on whilst Kevin w=ited on a ledge haldway down the hole, and
shortly after this Kevin had m~de it to the bottom without any problems.

Next to go down was Tony then myself ~nd then Dave followed by Len, who had
decided to abseil in. Once we were all down we had a look around us. This
had been the first trip (BMSC) into this o-ve for some seven or eight years.
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There w=sn't a great deal of formation at all but in the passage which joins
back to WA 12, there is a great skeleton of a wombat or some type of ancient
looking animal? Which is located in the wall; or even a prehistoric oreek
bed. There appe~red to be a lot of conglomerate type rock covering the
znimals mainibody but its skull was clearly visible,

After sussing out a few passages we decided to head back to the ladder as
time was getting away. The climb out was uneventful except for my light
f-iling whilst I was about 60 ft off the ground. We were all soon back on
the surface so we rolled up the gear and headed back to camp.

Once back at camp we packed away the tents and all our other gear and
headed for home.

A great trip was had by all.

* % K K K X X R H ¥

TUGLOW

Date of Trip:— 20th = 21st August, 1988
Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleworn, Lachlan Wilson,
Visitors: - Rebecca, Garry and Locky's mates.

We headed out to the caves on Saturdsy morning.after gamping at Jeroclan
State Forest on the Fridag night. We then orossed the Kowmung and most
managed to cross ok ( well the Diahatsu stalled and filled up with water).
We parked at the top of the hill,; as the usual access track to the caves
had recently been closed. ¢

. ]
We then walked to the cave, where a ladgler was set up on the pitches and
we then descended to the river level. First we went down stream to the
sumpy the river seemed to be at its normal level. We explored some of the
passages in the lower area and then headed back to the base of the climb,
where the others decided to return to the surface.

The Book Room and the pretties were seen. Looking at the book it seems that
less than half the parties entering the cave actually get to this chamber.
We signed the book and then headed up the left—hand branch to where it «.
chokes off in a rockpile, which could:be pushed. As the others were waiting
for us we headed back to the surface,

We said goodbye to the others and then headed %0 the Boyd River camp site
for the night.

We had hoped to do Kalang the next day but this was not to be as on the
w2y to Kalang the trusty Lada Niva sunk in a bog and it took us all morning
to recover., We thus only did a2 tougist trip to K-nangra instead.

T S 96 WLR R R ek
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- TONA

Date of Trip:— 2Tth August, 1988

Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, Len Baker,
Members of 0SS,

0SS had invited us on their trip to Iona. Le-ving Friday night we spent
the first night in the snow on Mi. Bindo and then headed off to the
property 'Iona' on Saturday morning. We walked to Tuglow Falls while
waiting for Tan to arrive. .

After Taw arrived we herded for the ocave 'Shaft Cave'! which hsd a large
pitch. This cave was muddy in parts and very clean with good formation
in other areas. -The entrance pitch is about 22m with a 5m pitch further
inside the cave. The cave has prospects for further leads as some higher

areas appear to be unexplored.

After le-ving the cave we trogged around the hill for a while, then it
r=ined so we he ded for home.

FOoX XN N R K KKK

CAMPBELLS RIVER

Date of Trip:- 28th August, 1988
Members Present:-— Dave Noble (T.L.), D=vid Bearup, Tony Zimmerman.

Leaving on Sunday morning we headed off for Red Rocks State Forest and
down to Campbells River, which was high from Saturdays rain. The two
limestone bluffs were located, however, only one entrance was found ( and
this was below water level).

It seems that most of the caves are at river level so a dry period would
be the best time to visit this area. After leaving the river we had the
famous Oberon tea and then-came home. '

R E R Y

KEMPSEY

Date of Trip:— 12th — 13th November, 1988

Members Present:— Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Coleborn, Len Baker,
Troy M-gennis,
Visitors: Norm and Troy®s friend,

We met Len at Kempsey on Friday afternoon and then headed off to a rest
bay 8km south of Kempsey for the night. Kevin and the rest arrived at 2am
and after a short sleep we all headed off to Yessabah Caves.

On arrival at Yessabah we were greeted by 'nmo entry' signs, so we decided
to enter and ask at the miners office if we could have a look at the caves.

. - . 3 gk FH 2 ik
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They said we could as long as we go ‘over their mining operation.

So it was up the hill through the thick 'lantana' which was a new
experience for Kevin, whd enjoyed bashing a trail through it for the rest
of us., The first descent size cave found was YE 22 Wishing Well., It
had a small pothole type entrance, which looked like a wishing well.
From here we descended into the cave proper, where we found a rift at 45
which we =scended. There was a squeeze at the top. On exit from the
cave Kevin and Troy found a stinging tree, however, they survived their
contact with no allergic reactions.

After a trog »round a doline, the next big cave YE {1 Bat C-ve w-s entered.
The cave was full of bats and bat shit and thus, our time here was only
short. From here we descended the cliff via YE 2 and returned to the ocars.
These c=ves have only a limited lifc so anyone wishing to visit them should
go there soon., -

Next it was off to Moparrabah for the big cave of the weekend, After a
little looking the entrance was found by two stinging trees by a billabong
on Parrabel Creek.

On entry we followed the basic rift chamber line until it went south. The
area to the south was then explored with another entrance being found.
Len got a bit worried by the length of time we were away and let us know
for the rest of the weekend ( we will let him know when we go exploring
in the future) However, after meeting up with the others again we
continued our exploratlon and found another large bat colony.

Further exploration in this area led to another exit so the party decided
to leave the c2ve at this point. We then welked up Parrabel Creek to the
cars. From here we headed to the Macleay Fi¥rer to set up camp and have
a swim.

A S T

CLIEFDEN

Date of Trip:= 26th = 27th November, 1988
lMembers Present:— Kevin, Gary, Terry & Louise Coleborn (4), Carol
& Brian Skinn (3), Graeme White (1), Jack rl y

Jack Chorley (1), Warren, June & Ian Lacey, CGreg
Powell, Tim Pearson, Troy M=gennis, Len Baker,
Michelle Nickerson, Ricky Brett, Carolyn Tunks,

Visitors: Karen, Brad, John, Col, Louise (1), Elizabeth.

This weekend was the Ben Hall Festival, where Greg and his boys were doing
a re—enactmeni., So we decided to have the BMSC Christmas Farty on the
Saturday night and when Carol and Brian were transferred to Melbourne it
was decided to make it their Farewell P-riy also.

We all arrived sometime on the Szturday and decorated the hut for the
nights festivities., Saturday afternoon a small group went to Carcoar to
see the Bushranger Resenactment. Then it was back to the hut to begin
preparations for the party.

During the evening a short slide show was held highlighting Brian and
Carols thirteen (13) years assooiation with BMSC, This brought back alot
oi' good memories for all of us. After a short speech by Rick, Brian and
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Carol were presented with a 'Crystal Serving Dish' from the Club members,
Then we celebrated Chris.mas with them as they cut the beautiful cake made
by Cheryl. We wish Brian and Carol every happiness, they will be missed
by us all.

Sunday was spent caving and then cle~ning the hut ready to go to Carcoar
for the Sunday Bushranger Re—enactment.

Caves visited were Trapdoor, Yarrawigsh and Teplow.

Kevin Coleborn
Social Secretary
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JENOLAN

Date of Trip:=— 19th — 20th November, 1988

Members Present:— Rick Brett (T.L.); Car lyn Tunks, Greg Lacey, Len
Baker, W-rren Lacey, Kevin Coleborn, Troy Mrgennis,

Visitors:— Jagon Worsley, Aaron Defriskoni, Steve Moss, Brad
Johnston, Matt Simmonds =2nd Unene.

Saturday morning saw everyone meet down a2t the ¢ mping area and after a
casual breakfast we got the necessary keys from the Guides Office.

First on the adenda was False Frenchmans. We parked ne~r the g-te at
the entrance to Mammoth Flat. We trogued up and made sure that all the
visitors had the necessary equipment plus their length of tape. With
everyone re-dy we sll headed down the pathway towards the Devil's Coach—
House, we left the pathway and pushed on up the hill to the ledge where
the climb into the cave entrance is suppose to be undertaken.

It was a difficult climb to the entrance so it was decided that Greg and
myself would carry a ladder and some rope up over the hill and make our
way around the edge of the hill wntil we were directly above the entrance.
Once at this peoint we found a suitable tie off point for the rope. The
rope was set up and Greg abseiled down taking the ladders and trace with
him. Once Greg was s-fely into the czve entrance I untied the rope and
dropped it down to Greg.

Len and I then headed back over the hill and eventually back to the lower
side of the cave. Upon our arrival everyone had climbed the ladder set
up by Greg and were waiting in the entrance for Len and myself.

We were all eventaully in the first part of the entrance passage when
Warren spotted a lone Sooty Owl watching us with its huge eyes. We 2ll
passed the owl without it even moving a feather.: Then onto the first
chamber. This chamber w=s dry and well worn from tourist trips in the
old days. After a scout around we found there were no leads from this
chamber, other than the way ontinto the next chamber and then through a
small but f-irly easy squeeze into the last chamber, With not much to do
in this chamber some of the group started to head out, whilst Greg and
myself poked our head down a small passage at the end of the chamber,
where we observed some old signatures including J.Wilson, After some
time had pascred we decided to exit the cave. The party descended the
ladder leaving CGreg and I to drop it down and then abseil double rope
from the entrance., A good trip was had by all in this small cave.

e I S S * 7 . st
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After departing F-lse Frenchmans we he-ded b=ck to the cars for a quick
lun~h, ¥ith lunch finished we were soon on our way up the valley he-ding
for Dwyers. Witl: the c-ve enitrance eventually located we all m=de our
way in. We headed straisht into the Main Chamber before the Perculator,
where the visitcrs were shown some more exciting formation than what they
saw in F-lse Frenchmans.

¢ then proceeded ocn to the Perculator; where we spent some time showing
“he visitors what a 'mild® squeeze was. With the fun over we decided to
rizake a move from the czve as time was getting away. The trip from the
cave was uneventful and we were soon back out in the blazing heat. Every—
oue mde their way back io the cars, where our S-turday group departed
for home, leatving the re:t of us to meke our way b-ck to camp.

Sindeys Flans were 1o hesd up the Southern Limestone and trog around Camp
sreek., Kevin, Len Troy,; Warren and myself had eventually found some
enthnsiasm, o we troggedl up and made our way to No., 3 C-r park, where

we left the cers and mads our way up over the first hill towards C-mp
Creek. The entire afierno n was spent se rching along the southern and
ncerghern gides of the creek., A small efflux was sighted 25m directly up
the hill on the scuthe:n side of the creek. We also noted some cave
locations ard rough directions to some possible digs.

With the affernoon getting away we decided to hezd back to the cars so
we could head for homs,

VA R B R Fook

HE CIUB HAS THE POLLOWING ITEMS FOR SALE:

HMST Gluk stickers @ $0.52
BMSC Metal Badges & $2,00

BMSC Emiroided Badges € $2 00 NEW
CGaviug Passucry o Mdveniure — Stickers @ $1.00

Wuers Lamp Bulbs - Low @ $1.20 ea.
High @ $2,00 ea.
Halogen @ $4.20 ea.

The above maybe morchased through the Club Treasurer, Carolyn Tunks.
: FO Box 37
Glenbrook N3W 2773
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Answers

1. The Big Hole 13. Split Rock
2. Marble Arch 14. Taplow
3. Dripstone 15% BOttoml;?ss Pit
4, Double Fishermans 16. Ring lehder
5. Swansong 17. The Andes Mountains
6. Bowline 18. Get away from it all
T. Broken Column 19. Cross Country Skiing
8. A long rope 20. Glow in the dark
9. Leak in the Creek 21. Underground river
10, I'm at the end of my rope 22, Waterfall
11. Muddy Overalls 23. Bad H=bits
12. Lost in a cave 24. 4 Wheel Prive
¢
&
11 ] Y e
ENJPQ 3 D¢ 3 QC:; )
4444y a3, |
M MO M ﬁz* H » g1
SLIgy N e MO
‘J<§}§'{ LN 100 |
£z S| (3
3 | iRl |
1y : ti__ﬁ_ﬁj %
M o . )
JONLd " Uome
Puncu% AT O P 2 d -
k7 £} &re =
: : SA © e NEWEBHS i
Jop motb 3y *3 /\ \d j )
AP ' i : AEWNYIHS 1T
3 R
Ad .n:ncr:) 0 i
) 0 i
gt SUOLS
W .ll
o p - 42b 3 TR
= =Tl
sulopunouwl :
oo+ Y BN O3} 43 J70H 24
L it

uzoqeTo) OTTAY £q perrduwog

LE

SHTZZ[d @OM %

s () 6L *Top ®3TTOQ



Oolite Vol. 19 (1) | : 32

-

_ionel BAKER PO -BOX 44 ENGADINE 2233 M2 5204224 T
Urad BARNES 6/601 Upper Heidelberg Rd
HEIDELBERG HEIGHTS 3081 @3 4591412 T

Lew BAKER .65 Bunnal Ave WINMALEE 2TTT 04T 541917 P
Tan BOGG 29 Scott Street SPRINGWOOD 2777 47 512838 7
Ricky BRETT 5 Willis Street ROCTY EILL 2766 @2 6252380 T
Garolyn TUNKS " " " " F
Jack CHORLEY Northgate MOUNT TOMAH BILPIN 2758 45 6724 24- T
"erry & Louise COLEBORN 15 Springfield. Cr SPRINGWOOD 27TT - 04T 514587 T
Cacy COLEBORN 15 Springfield Cr SPRINGWOOD - 2777 047 514587 A
Zevin COLEBORN M Ly i B : T
Traham CUMMINGS 1 Kipara Cres WARRAGAMBA 2752 047 741202 A
Stuart DRIVER C/0 POLICE STATION ORANGE 2800 065 613952 P
“ony ELLIS .. 36 Western Ave BLAXLAND 2774 047 391528 T l
Allan GOODWIN 6 Jersey Ave LEURA 2781 @47 841218 2
1 lcah HUNTER C/0 ATTU RAAF RICHMOND 2755 P
Tiurren LACEY 68 Joglin St KOTARA SOUTH 2288 049 523897 T
"¢ 4 Oindy MANN 93 St Georges Cres FAULCONBRIDGE 247 515293 A
Yo #o CANN 93 Macquarie St WINDSOR 2756 045 773706 P

MAGENFHS 46 Robertson St MERRYLANDS 2160 02 6323258 P
Y211 cKENDRY " 35 Moore St GLENBROOK T 2TiS o P
* - an>m NELSON PO BOX 94 -~ NARRABRI 2390 H
‘-7id NOBLE 34 Murri St BLACKHEATH 2785 047 878342 T
s o1 FRARSON 1/4 Stokes St LANE COVE 2066 02 4277370 P
Cres POWELL 37 Prederick St VALENTINE 228~ @49 467903 T
Baryy RICHARD C/O CAVES HOUSE JENOLAN CAVES 2786 063 356239 T
Brinn SKINN 25 Tamarind Cres WERRIBEE 3030 03 7410113 y
Lizn THOMAS - 14 Waratah Rd WARRIMOO 2775 04T 536479 »
Graems WHITE. T North Circle BLAXLAND 2774 047 392440 A T ¢
fachlan WILSON 21 Cumberland St KATOOMBA 2780 047 824262 F
“~ny ZIMMERMAN 6@ Iurline St KATOOMBA 2780 047 822825 T
G-eg LACEY 15 Pewell St HOBARTVILLE 2753 045 705321 P
Dave ZAMMIT 16 Brenda Ave LIDCOMBE 02 6461481 P
T Trip Leader FEES ARE NOW TUE
Te1ll Member
¥ “rospective Member Full Member $23.00
Associ-te Prospective Member $17.00
¥ “onorary Member Associate $17.00 ESingle / Pamily)

Family Membership $28.0C (ASF $6.50 for each extra)
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CONTENTS
o - FAGE
CAVES OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS — FART 7 ( The Pheasants Cave) 2
CAVES OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS — PART 8 ( Shaws Creek Aboriginal Caves) 4
ISSACS CREEK — IC 25 . by Warren lacey 8
CONTACT LIST o | o g8
- TRIP REFORTS
Queensland  Dec 88 / Jan 89 9 Bungonia L April 89 - 13'
Jenelan February 89 30  Jenolan - A»ril 89 13
Colong March 89 10 Cliefden April 89 14
Bungonia S/R March 89 ’ 11 Timor | _ April 89 15
Yarrangobilly March 89 13 Jenolan Mey 89 16
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CONGRATULATIONS TO REGK-AND CAROLYN WHO ARE TO BE MARRIED ON 2nd SEPTEMRER.
WE WISH YOU BOTH ALL THE BEST FOR THE FUTURE.
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WELCOME TO THE CLUS THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS:-

Dave Zammit, Greg Laceyy Greg Cook & Luke Foster,
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CAVERS OF THE M®ITH - JULY = Troy Magennis & Tony Ellis for organizing
‘a great weekend at Cliefden.
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NEW CAVE FOUND BY WARREN IN SCUTHERN LIMESTONE, JENOLAN, He hss named it .

P,.. It's Warm}
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HAPPY BIRTHDAT TO GREG AND ADAM POWELL.
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PHEASANTS CAVE
Mt. Wilson

to Wollangambe Ck,

_ L v ‘Surveyed: 5-12-87 L.Coleborn (dr),
. ,// . S K.Coleborn, M.Coleborn &
N/ ‘ A.Coleborn.
.t~ Du F Re ,
agrs ooks | Instruments: Fielders Compass &

Inolinefmeter, Fihre—
Glass Tape.

Socale: 1: 50 Grade: CRG 4D

Map No. BM31 BM3GC Map No. 103 .

VERTICAL CROSS SECTION

metres
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(aves of the Blue Mts. L e

THE PHEASANTS (AVE  [MF Wilson)
R BT By Louise Coleorn

To 1lnoate the ocave take the road o Mbt. Wilsom from the Bell's Line
of Road, The road to Du Faurs Rocks leaves The Avenue at the Fireshed.,
The track to the cave leads off to the righ® about 2(m before reaching
Du Faurs Rooks. After climbing down the first few steps, it is an easy
walk far- qbnut,30ﬂm anf then a short, steep climh tn the hase nf the
cliff... The cave is mnly a short distance frem. bere. - e

The - Pheaganta Cave is 3 large, sandbtﬁnc nverhaﬂp, whiioh, haq fnzmod

" st the head of a gully. A small waterfall cascades over ,he centre ~f

the eave.and kogimc its slew jaurnoy to the Wollanvambe balnw.

" Unlike the Wall's Cave, Blackheath, which was formed by an ingrown
meander, The Pheasamts Cave was forﬁed;bthha acticn 'of wind and water;~
¥ut it weuld have been predmminantly water aciion, which shaped thebnave,

level hy level.
The cave has formed in several levels.

shert olimbk of 2m and is dry and now the homne of many wasps.
Infact while we were =

The upper level requires a _
‘The middle |

level and base of the oave are extremely wei..
surveyingAthe cave it wasn't wausual to find opeself knee deep in mud,

Tree ferns and ather smaller types of ferns decorate .all but the
upper level af the oave,. The.area.around_the oave'is an idyllio‘spot'for
a picnic. Large tree ferms and other ferny‘growth -providing a beautiful,
tranquil haven, héneath the stately gum trees.

But why the Pheasants Cave? :

Looking baok at the history of Mt‘ Wilsod, we flnd Lhat the deveiop—
ment tesk place around the 18Zo's,and(a»1ot_of the well to-do purchased

their Summer~residenoas here.__At least half of the feoundars of Mt. Wilson

were of Engllsh origin. , v

The name the Pheasants Cave eriginated beoguse 1t was the name the

early settlers gave te. eur native lyrebird ( Pers. comm., G.Powell 1588).

The Iyrewird was-prqbakly‘sighted_here quite Oftgn~theg~as the rainforsst
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vegetation around the FPheasants Cave would have been an ideal habitate

for this wonderful bird of mimio.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Hungerford, M.E,; Donald, J.K.; - 1982: Exploring the Blue Mountains.
Powell, Greg;  1980:  Bushwalking — In the Blue Mountains. |
Smith, Jim;  1986:. How to see the Blue Mountains.

Map of the Pheasants Caves 1987: Bluga Mouptains Speleological Club,
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Caves of the BlueMts.
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To loocate No. 1 cave site, take the Hawkésbury Rbad from Sprlngwood

and descend the hill after the Hawkesbury Lookout The cave is sltuatei '
on the left—hand side about 100m Sprlngwood slde of ShaWs Creek’ brldge, ‘ s

T
.@'

near the remmants of the bld road.

On the flat rock near the old road is an Aborlglnal engraving “of a

kangaroo and a Joey w:Lth J kangaroo foot e marklngs formlng a track Wh:Loh
can be fellowed for a short dlstanoe. " Also a few sharpenlng g'.rooves may
‘be seen near the engravings. On the face of the rookis an’ engraVlng of

an Aboriginal in profile but this is not thought to be’ genulhe.
To the right at the base of the rook is a sma,ll, shelter cave” whloh

B N T

was al some tlme occupied by Aborlglnes of the Da,ruk trite. “This Areéa
would have made an ideal s:Lte for a camp f‘or thé nomadis Abomglnes. A

cave to keep their oooklng fire alight amd to shelter in durlng times of

heavy rain. Fresh, runnlng wa‘te:o a,nd' a permament water ‘holé’ w:Lthln 100m

RSN TP

of the cave.

Standing on the large, flat, 'sandéctoné"’r'o{ck‘; it 18 GaEy Y6 envisage
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a 'Daruk tribesman' squatting on the rock, rhythmically sharpening his
axe to-the metalio %ink, tink of the Bellbirds, echoing through the
Euoalyﬁf trees below,

Cave site No, 2 is located on the right-hand side of the road about
200m downstream of Cave No. 1o This ocave is a dry overhang 32.2m in
length with a maximum width of 5.6m and a height of 3.1m, There is a
clear, fresh water stream flowing past the entrancé t0 the cave,

This cave was excavated in 1979 / 80 hy E.D. Stockt-a, His
findings showed that the Aboriginal ocoupation dated back before 13,700
BP, as they still hadn't the dates for fhe lower levels. .

Cave No. 3 is located 2klm upstream of Cavé Now 1. It is'aivery
spacious cave with a length of 14.6m and a maximum width of 8.6m and a
height of 4.7m. A beautiful, fresh water stream flows and cascades into
a deep pool-of cold, sparkling water a few meires below he cave.

This cave could have also been occupied by Aﬁorigineé. The oave
protects from the elements and offers a dry haven. The oéiliﬁg of the
cave has been blackened at some stage by fire; (Note: This could have
been by bush fires); also the floor of the cave is flat sad dark in eolour,
Upstream from the cave there are a few sharpening grooves around the rock
pools. The rock here is a hard sandstone / conglomerate and the sharpen—
ing grooves are navrower than thosé‘éeen around’ ths rock pools at Lynché;
creek and the Rock Shelter No., 1. Two kilometres upstream is g swamp
areg and other sgmaller caves. The Burrawang Palm grows in abundance on
the hillsidess. The crushed nuts of this palm were'eater.by the Aborigines
after they had been leached and cooked. e

The deep pool below Cave No, 3 is surrounded by largse ferns and is
used as swimming spot by most of the locals. The area has a cool,
tranquil beauty and is protected on one sidé by high rook walls and on the
other by tall Bucalypts.
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IC 25

;;;,3' ;g , . Ey Warren Laocey
The"redlsooveny of C 25 at Issacs Creek, Tlmor roses some
1nterest1ng questlons. The oave was relocated by John.:inkev1toh and
Darren Armltage ( Newoaves ), hldlng near some blaokberr” bushes in

late October, 1987. The bave: has a tag. ,'
The cave was entered and found to head down a steepLy, ‘sloping

shaft for about 3m or so and endlng on a pile of rubbigh. - Some of

these camp disposakles were removed One persOn inform:d the discover—

éts at the time, that the cave headed down and at the ‘base headed back

to the »ight a short dlstanoe ( not speclflc ) and stopp:d. So it does

go somewherej

Digging has been undertaken on at least six occassicas by a small, L

keen cirole of oavers from Newcaves, BM3C and the odd mirguided Scout,
to dig out thls shaft in search of glory, At least 3m ¢f rubbish,
roock and dlrt was removed from the shaft, whloh allowed <nly one person
at the time, till a passage was revealed. Lo and beholc. the passage -
went to the right, More digging allowed access to the 1assage.

So the ocave was and is known By Told! cavers. How 3id it miss the

re—~tag by SSS in 1974? Why was there 80 muoh infill in the shaft%gpd ;ngﬂl-

passage? Was 1t deliberately filled in% :

The profile of the material'removed“showed roughly 1a of rubbish
and dirt, some, large rocks’ ( with f05s11s ) and dirt, and finally olay.
Various bone fragments have also been oollected from the mok. It's
easy to unders#and the xubbish but observation of the cav: entranoce
area doesn't seem to support the 1dea of wash and collapss into the -n%
entrance shaft. Hence was it f111ed in? ’

The cave: 1s s1tuated close to the maln campslte at Timor about 6m—

8m above the ereek, The entranoe is a tlght inverted T : hahe‘immediat— .

ely onto a shaft 6m—7m deep at an angle of about 75~80 derrees, It ocan -

be ohlmneyed but arladder now makes. access easier, Some flowstone
appears on. the Wall of the shaft. At the bottom,lt is o.vious that&fhe
gliaft oontlnues but the passage leads off to the right. Thig pass age

is inclined at.abOuﬁiiﬁofandboan be:seen 10 go for svme 4 Om. Numerous
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roots enter the passage and there are a couple of dry stalaotltes.
Digging w1ll reveal mor: passage baok under the maln shaft. . Maybe

there is a battleshipiccessctovonss BRI

Ca R RD X% K XK KRR ¥ R R

UNLESS THE AUTHOR OF A TRIP . RbPORT IS thCIEICALLY MENTIONED,
AUTHORSHIP MAY BE ASCRIZED TO THE TRIP LEADER.
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"QUJEENSLAND

Date of Trip:— 16t2 December, 1988 — 29th January, 1989

Members Pregent: Dave Noble (T.L.(, Kevin Cplebérn, Len Baker,

ey

Tro- Magennis.

Chillago Caves ares was visited for 3 days and visgiis were madeé
to the Queenslander, Royal Arch, Sprlng and other smalle“ caves 1n the .
area° ¢ ot R =
A day wes spent at Mt, Etna,
Hours Underground: 26

KK K K K F KK XK R

¥ ENL /~\N h -

Date of Tripi—  4th — 5#11 Fobmary, 1989,

Members‘Presentgi?'FKeVﬁn Coleborn, Louise & Terry Go]eborn and nJrlq (4)WW,5L'

'Riciy, Brett, Carolyn Tunks, Graeme White & Je331e,
Tony Zlmmerman, Len Baker, Don MoCarn, Troy Magennls,
Barvy Richard, Dave Noble. B ,

Vigitors: Gweny Allan & Se11n~ Falrweather, Slobhaun Doyle. :
Aim of Trip: -  Annial Dlnner and Anmual General Meetlng. ’

Mostgbf us arrived by the set time of 42 midday and were waiting,;.
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at the Caves House for lunch, Mum, Dad and the girls hadn't arrived.
by 1pa so we decided to go in and have lunch,

After lunch Dad arrived and said they had eroken down at the bottom
of Mt. Victeria. So we all decided to put the AGM off until the Sunday
morning and go to their rescue,

The night seme stayed at the camping ground discussing Southern <
Limestone documentation, while a group of us set off in the wet to do
Dwyers.

Sunday morning we all met at the Green Room for our 1989 Annual
General Meeting. The meeting was chaired by Gwen Fairweather and the
following members were elected. '

Presicant: Riék Brett Librariant . " Graeme White

Seoretary: Len Baker . »  Map Co-Ordinator: Craeme White

Treasurer: Carolyn Tunks Journal Editor: Louise Coleborn

Equi pment - Publioity Officer: Tony Ellis
Officer: Terry Colebornm Social Secretary: Carolyn Tunks
Committee Kevin Coleborn Records Keeper &

Members : Graeme White Trip Secretary = Louise Coleborn
ASF Delegates: Troy Magennis . ‘ : e
‘ Louigse Coleborn.
Our thanks to Brmie and Barry for the use of the Green Room.

Kevin Coleborn
Sooial: Secretary 1988

‘COLONG

Date of Trip:— 4th — 5th March, 1989

Members Present:~ Kevin Coleborn (T.L.), Len Baker, Trcy Magénnis,
Graeme White,

After a reasonable start in the morning., We began to walk to the
top of Acetylene Spur. On the way we noticed some vehicles parked near
the top. We walked down the spur and up the oreek, the walk taklng a
while, we didn't get thewe until lunch times

After luneh we went to the Main Cave,; as I was the only one who had
been to Colong before and I didn't remember much!  We fumbled ocur way
to Kings Cross. On our arrival we signed the visitors hook and had a
look around and then regrouped to head on to Woclfs Cavern, Aftera
wrong turn we finally found a bit I could distinctly remamber, as I got
stuck there on my last trip. - We continued on to some areas proving
mind boggling, but we did reach Woolfs Cavern and Troy and Graeme {ook
some photOs.:  Len and myself went down -t6 the Beach. We then left for
the entrance and had a quiok trip ocut but with some enovunters with the
Ghost!!l

We exlted the cave to find the other gr0up to be very loud and
some of our party opted to move ocamp. But we stayed and they retreated
in the direction of the Arch, After cooking tea we all went %o sleep.

“
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The next morning was spent looking for new caves on the hill
opposite the -creek,  One possible entrance was found near creek level.
Then the walk out! - Some didn't like it and said; " I'm never
coming to Colong again{” ’ :
A good weekend was had by all,

¥ ¥ R TH H R X K KK K ¥

BUNGONIA SEARCH & RESCUE_

Date of Trip:— 11th = 13th March, 1989

Members Present:~ Rick Brett (T.L.), Carolyn Tunks, Lea Baker, Kevin
_ Coleborn, Troy Magennls, Dave Zammlt Dave Noble,
. Warren Laoey,- :

Saturday morning saw us all awakened by the,6.30am~Siren, this
eventually saw all of us dragging ourselves from our we' tents, from
the downpours which occurred oh Fridag night., . By seven thirty break-
fast was over and we:checked out'our'grOup team and colours, whioch were
on the notice board.

Ry Bam, everyone attending the oave Tegscue weekend was given a
generzl de—brief ‘about the weekend, This was followed by a lecture
about baok injuries and the usage of the R.E. Do, which 1s a device used
when “iransporting -patients with suspected back injuries. We were also
shown how $0-use the new style neck braces, which are uncomfortable
but very effective ~gainst further neck or back injury., =

After morning tea we were given more lectures, this time about
stretcher usage and how the stretches should be lifted, This was
followed by a talk aboui ‘safe working loads on ropes, karakiners and i
gibbs, which was then followed up by dlsplays on 1lifting and braklng
devices, Then it was off to- lunch.

With the lunch break over it was back to the lecture area fOr moxra
talks about pulley systems and loads. The time had now arrived when
we were instructed to trog up and form our teams ready for the under—
ground exercises, . The team all the BMSC members were in was called
GREEN 1. = Our team was combined with a group from Queenbeyan S.E.S.
After the neoessany radlo messages were relayed we departed for. B 15
Shaduf Cave.

After arr1v1ng at the entrance to B 15, we were askad to proceed
into the cave and make our way to the artificial retainer wall near
the B4 — 5 BExtension. After reaching this point we waited for our
observerg to arrive, Before to long the tall end of ths group arrived -
with tie observers following.

We were quickly givem our task, which oons1sted of a patlent, who
had fallen and broken his ankle, we had to then treat our patient and -
remove him from the cave.

This exerocise was soon in full swing, with myself belng ohosen as
the leader, I then organised for two of the group to make their way .
from the oave,; so they could help, Meanwhile, Dave, Len and Kevin
started to set up some tapes and karabiners so the pulleys two-way
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A~ o

braking and hauling systiems could be prepared for the first movement of
our patients meanwhils, the other half of the group sivablised the

patient and fitted a makeshlft spllnt to the .ankle, by using some- “pieces 7 -

of timber which had been washed into the wcave. - Eventuskly, we started
moving our: patlenu foom the cave., Dave Z and Troy were helping with
the calls to Len and Kevin, who were doing the hauling <n the ropey
whilst the others assisted the natient.

With almost two hours gone, we had managed to move our patient about
100 metres and again Dave Noble, Kevin and Len set up a hauling system
for a more diffioult section of the cave., This time our observer inter—
vened, as our cholce of btelay point was considered uncuitable for the
haul, which had to be urdertaken, After a short delay Xevin had re-set
the hauling system by oilocking the telay point and then, re—belaying it
again., We were soon ou the move -again. : This time with everythlng .
operating well, With another difficult olwmb behind us and .everything
moving along really welly when our obgérvers called a stop £0 the resoue;
due to the fact that we 1ad run out of time. We were hen all asked to
make our way from the cave and walt outside.. . ‘=«

Once out of the cave we sat down and discussed the resaque and the
areas in which we thougki could have been: improved upon, _These includ—
ed such thlngs as; not discussing patient:details in the hearlng distan—
oe of the patient and the choice of Yelay points. After our dlsouss1on
was over our observers praised the whole group for a really good effort.

As the .clubs safety officer I thought that all of the- BMSC group
performed exceptlonally well during. the exerolsea

We had goon: departew the cave and made our way hack: to oamp for tea.
Day 11 Sunday$¢

6.30am Sunday mornirg we were all woken by that dreaded giren again.
We had sooxn polished off breakfast and.then made our way back to the 1.

lecture area for gome dlfolays on Braklng Systems and 3: 1 Heuling Systems. '

After the-lecture was over we were asknd to trog up-and rake .our way to
the marshalling point. Once we . were all together we were then asked to
make our way tH B 16, L

Cnce at the en%rance we were asked to rig the entranoe pltoh and
head into the cive., .

Whilst most of us wene stlll coming down the flrst 7adderq Kev1n
had already set up tHe seoond pitoh and made his way dowr: the ladder’
follovwad by Dave and Len, it was at this p01nt where Kevin had to become
the patient,; again suffering from a fractured ankle, -

Len took charge of the gituation and the necessary messages were
relayed from the oave then it was time to treat- the: patient and %o’ set R
up a hauling system so we could assist Kevin up from the first piteh.”

Len and Dave immobilised® Kevin's lower leg, whilst the westzoffusiset
up the ropes and pulleys.

We eventually had all +the gear set up and were about ready to start
moving the patlent from tl.e cave, then, we again ran out of time, It was
a quick dls—essemble of the tapes, ropes eot. So we nouLd make our way
back up the lddders and o. it of the ocave.

When we had all reac&ed the'aurfaoe, the first pltch was- de-rlgged
and a discussion was held on the exercise, One of the biggest problems
in this ocave appeared to te oommunication and the dlffloth spot 1n whloh
the rescue had 1o be executed from.

Although we had 'a oo 21é of small hlocups, Our observers again
expressed thelr satlsfact .on 1n the way in which the exer\LSe had been -
carried out, '

We were soon all makJng our way back to camp for mnrde-brlef theﬁ
it was time to pack up and make our way home,

i B e s B
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Date of Trip:— 24th ~ 27th March, 1989

Members Present:—f Dave Noble (T L. ), Kevin .Coleborn, Len Baker, Troy .
' ' }HMagennls, Tony. Zimmermany - Rlcky Brett Lachlan Wllson .

Visitoree, e -~ Dave Bearup, Andrew Dev1tt.

We visifed'Y10, Y7 and Y12 and Eagles Nest., We also visited
Coolamon, having a look in Main, Barbers and River. ~The -Baptist cavers
also visited some caves with us, '

BUNGONIA

Date of Trlp —:i. 8th =~ 9th Aprll, 1989
Members - Present'— Deve ‘Noble (T.L. ), Kevin Coleborn, Len Brker.

Drum was descended to the squeeze and a new entrance into Drum

was found.,:
We also v1s1ted Grill, Chalk, Putrid Plt UNSWSS Hole and College

Caves., - 002 was lower than in early Maroh but still present in all
caves, .

R K K K K X K X K XX

'f - JENOLAI\J_

Date of Tript— . 15th — 16th April, 1989

Members Present:—~ Riek Brett (T.L.), Troy Magennis, Werren'Laoey,
Dave Zammit, Leuise Coleborn, Terry Coleborn,
Cheryl Coleborn, Carolyn Tunks.

Visitorg:— | Paul.
Aim:— Doocumentation of the Scuthern Limestone.

Saturday morning we all met down at the usual camping area. After
we set up the tents we made our way to No 3 car park, where we trogged
up and made our way towards the Southern Limestene... A short distance
along the track Dave pointed out a small hole at the base of the oliff,
so we decided to go and have a look to see if it was promising. The
hole was tagged, so we looked it up in the index to discover it was
oalled 'Howbit Hole', which is a small cave which contains signatures:
by Voss, Roas Wikurd, Ward, Brown ect, . -Some of these dating Wwack-to -
1884. VNot only did the chamber contain. signatfires but it was teeming
with wildlifesy bats, spiders, crickets, little Wugs and an albino
spider. ' - . :

S V0 5 A
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We plotted the cave ‘on the surface map. I tﬁlnk we had walked 7
past-it for about four years: withdut even knowing 'its where abouts.
After we had finished poking around the small chamber we made our way il . ...
up the bluff until we came to the big Dollne at the top of the hlll
Again thls was marked onto the surface m@p : e

As the day prOgressed we moved further up- the valley notlng ag o
many caves as possible,

Later in the afternoon we entered Split Rook- -Cave and 4id some
digging, which added another two metres to the cave., After some time
had passed we decided 1o depart the cave and make our way back down
the valley recording any features glong the way.

Finally we reached No, 3 carpark and felt satlsfled with the days R
work we had completed. It was then~back *to~the~oampy where we met up -
with Terry, Louise and family, who had arrived during the afternoon.

Although we were using damp timber we managed to get a descent fire
going after tea was cooked. So we sat around the fire discussivg the.
days work and wondering about the pr0speots of “the Southern Lipestone.” e

After breakfast on Sunday morning it wds decided that we head baok e
to the Southern Limestone instead of doing Wiburds Lake Cave: .

We were soon organlsed S0 we departed for No. 3 Carpark agaln,vl-i“
letting the Guides. Office know where we were .going on the way through.

This time there, was myself, Warren, Ohenyl Louise and Troy making -
our way up the valley 1o try and locate some more entrances to ocaves e
we didn't have marked down.

Although we did a lot of trogging we only found one entrance that
wasn't marked down and that was Photon Cave, which we must have near
fallen in about a dozen times on previcus trips; withoui knowing where
it was.

This ocave is loocated about ten (19) metres below Shaft Cave and
about fifteen (15) metres to the north. ' :

Another discovery we made was.. that Qﬁ‘Shafthave. This ocave could
also be known as 'Crackpot! or is there another oave?

With time getting away we decided to make our way back to the cars
so we could get back to camp to pack our gears e -

¥With the necessary trip form flIled in at the Guldes Offlce we:“f f”m
departed for home.,. , o PR L o Chanln
Caves Located and Plotted: . ' ' e _t_“

J 275 Hobbit Hole, Doline on the flrst hlll, J23,‘7Sp1it*Rook,
Shaft Cave, 046, J282, J277. ot

B
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CLIEFDEN

Date of Trip:— - ,22nd = 23rd April, 1989 Co e gl e

Members Present:— - Louise & Terry Coleborn, Troy Magennis, Michelle -: -
' 7o Coleborn, KyPie Coleborn, o o
Members of 0SS and 14 boys from Sydney Grammer - iw s
School, ‘

Aims - Hut Working Beea
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We arrived Saturday night to find the hut empty. Believe it or
not it was 10pm and 0SS were eaving. v

They had spent Saturday working on the hut, We pit up our tent
and Troy climbed into his Bivvy Bag and we were all sooa asleep.
During the night sometime OSS arrived back and Troy was visited by a
fox. : SR c - .
Sanday Terry, Glern and myself worked on the hut. Troy and Mioc—
helle went with Ian Curtis, who was leading a tour to (uble and Swan-
song. .After taking Troy and some others through Swansong, Ian then
led a trip %0 Gable and delegated Troy to lead the Fourieen Grammer
School. Boys through Swansong,  The Master was a little worried when
Troy had diffioulty re-finding the entrance, but soon relaxed when
Troy ceemed to know his way around the oave,

quoried by Louise Colebora .

TR K K K R X K K X X ¥ ¥

TIMOR

Date_of Trip:— 29th — 30th April, 1989

Members Present:— Dave Noble, Kevin Coleborn, Warren Lacey,

Visitons ' John Pinkevitoh (Newcaves )

After neeting at Issacs Ck we moved on up to Crawney via 'Glen
Dhut', chatting with Mrs Moore, who showed us some photos of the caves
'out her back door' and investigating some entrances,

Once down on Wombramurra Ck the limestone was easy to locate as
the rcad goes right through it. In typical fashion the outorop has a.
luxur: ant growth of blazkberries and other assorted, thorny flora.
Troggiag up Limestone Oaky Ck. we found little limestone but. lots of
aforer:ntioned flora. Heading NW over the outcrop we jound oné cave.
The ¥ergt Index notes Cj; 2, 3, s0 imagine our delight 1o find C4.

1he hole —~ definite cave-type entrance, complete with stinging
netitles and lace curtaln of blackberries, was observed, contemplated
and dcduced to be a small cave following a rift, It wes not entered .
as we'd all conveniently left our overalls in the cars. (Was it
really the sub—conscious warning of hazards like snakes and €02 go
succin®ly outlined in txne Index?  Kevin getting too o0ld for this game )

Farther trogging .1 the eastern and western sides of Wombramirra
Ck. produced nothing ( 10t Nothlng) but a few grey kangsroog, Wallabies,
one ec.idna, a fat blacs snake, an expiring Hyacinth orchid (Dlp ium-
puncte’a ) and a shower of rain. C4 was again contemxlated but not
entere;, setlsling instead for a load of firewood and a rice campsite,
But Weoren radn't finished yet! Oie more small outcrop had to be
invesi gated aoross the creék much to the others disgust, but 1nterest—
ingly “hey still came. = Alas, nothlng.

M- rnlng under the whlsperlng myalls at Wombramurra Ck was most
pleasa.t, A visit fromn a looal found us telling him the looation of
the cave not him telling us. So- much “for. local knowledge.

Book tc Issaocs Ck For some 'real' caving. Kevin was 1ntroduoed .
to the delights of TR 2) and.Dave, thou'he?ll deny 1t, was a little
»amboosled in TR,758 (Must've beon the head first down the flattener )
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The 'Dynamic Duo! descended TR.3 unaided and all dellghted in the
hellctltes 1n TR 4. This cave has a lovely seotion of dog—toothed
spar, .
) Headlng acToss the hlll to Naln (TR 1); Dave becane separated and -
was consumed by, the Blackberry Monster. = In vain we waited., . Warren
grovelled in TR 21,to 5he lone bent wing.  ~ Main.was a deafening roar
of drips splattering all over the place. Many formations have been
reactivated in the last 18 months giving some 1 jewels' to what is often
considered, a bland, borlng system.: Some oolites: have shown remarkable
progress in 12 months :m the Ballroom Floor,

A quick Cook's tour for Kevin of entrances 22, 16, 11, 10 5 and
IC 25 and back to the nar for lunch. The lacerated pulp of Dave was
recovering having escaped. With little ado he fled with Kevin.
Those who've out their teeth on Timor will be baok.

Reported by Warren Lacey

JENOLAN.

o . o)

.Date of Trip:— 1%””1%hMWQ1%9 ‘ N
Members Present :— Rlo Brett (T L.), Troy Magennls, Kév1n Coleborn,
Dav: Noble.
Vigitors: + Marfin Brett, Doug Taylor, Greg Cook Jeson MoHatton,,

- Pau’: Lowes, Robert Craft,

On our arrival on Saturday mornlng we set up our tents at the i
pig~farm and then madz our way to the guldes offloe to make the
necessary arrangementsa

We made our way to No2 oarpark, where we left the cars and headed
down the stairs for the valley below. We stopped at J 153, the v
Balconyy to view the Devil's Coach—House along the way. . We were soon
on our way again. finally reaching the creek and then making our way
along the track towards Alladin. -

After a short time we had reached the entrance to Alladln, where
I gave the' 'guys a run down on the David Sima episode and pointed out
where he had entered tlie cave. I then unlocked the gate and we made
our way into the oave., This was the first time underground for Martin
and Doug and they were both impressed with caving by the time we. had -
reached the first lower chamber. I still believe that althOugh thig
part of the cawve shas bheen vandallzed, it is stlll in fairly good order.
We then moved.across t¢ the next chamber where there is more room and
t ook some photos of the formations and also pointed out what the ; '
formations were’ oalled to our visitors. We soon decided to leave S0 -
Dave lead the: way on with everyone follow1ng hehind, and when Dave was
about 10 metres from the entrance he stopped and waited ‘for everyonel
to catoh up. We then asked the guys how far away from the entrance-:
did they think we. were.- The ‘answers varied. from 100 metres $0.20
metres, SO everyone: qu1ok!y beoame aware of what it was llke 40 become
disorientated 1n a oave, We then continued on untll we Were out of .
the cave.: ’ ;

The next cave 10 Te v1s1ted was NcKewons Hole,'so we made our way
up the valley stopping 0 take a photo of the Doline at the playing
fields. This doline is normally dry but today it was full of water,
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We then made our tay up the valley crossing the crcek precariously .
as it was flowing wvery Tast compared to its normal standard of being
dry. ' S :

Finally we reachel. the entrance to McKewons, where weccould hear
what sounded like a car travelling along a dirt road. After we enter—
ed the cave we discovered that the noige wasn't coming trom any car,

it was being created by hundreds of bhats flying and dariing through the
cave, - We all tried tc¢ avold the chamber where the bats were, and ex—
plored the rest of the cave., We then made our way to where the
inscriptions were on tl=z wall go Troy could photograph them, After
Troy had taken his phot s he mentioned the name 'Wiburd' and next thing
he ended up waist deep in a hole full of freezing cold watler. After
extracting himself, he vowed never to mention 'that name' again whilst
underground. - We then poked around the cave a little mcre before
leaving via J.7[1 enirarce. - :

Sunday morning we 1ade our way %o No3 Carpark, where we left the
cars and headed up the ~alley past Camp Creek to the stert of the last
hill, o '

At the bottom of the hill just near the big Doline Dave, Kevin and
Troy started digging at a wombat hole whilst the rest of us started
iy olr way up - -the k 11 to do som= surface trogging. Past way up
the hill T looked down .t a noise expeobing to see the familiar skink,
but about & metre in fr ut of me was a 2 metre Red Belly Snake, I
sucocin”tly lost another five years off my life as I backed away from
+the bugger. After the snake had moved away we continued cautiously
onwards 10 theé-hill wor’ ing our way south looking for mcre possible
digs, With time runni g short we decided to make our way back to
Cooke's fave so we coul:. rhotograph Cookefs signature. .

Before entering th  cave Troy took us up the hill zhout 10 metres
and then about 50 metre: North to point out a possible dig. The dig
looks prospective tut t me was still short so we made ouc way back to
Cookes Cave to take the photos. ,

We entered the ocav  without any trouble except for loose rooks and
managed to get some goo shots of the signatures We then exited the
cave wiich is a little cifficult due to lack of footholds and the
slippery rocks due to t'e anount of moisture in the cave, R

Finally everytne h-d made their way out of the cave, so we packed
up the ropes and made ¢ r way back to the ocars.

A good weekend was had by all. '

XK KX X K ¥ X H XX K K
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7 Part 9
Caves of the Blue Mts.

THE XKINGS "TABILF
(Wentworth Falls)

ABORIGINAIL, SITES
By Louise Coleborn

To locate the Kingé Table Aboriginal Site take the Kings Tableland
Road from the tqp of Boddington Hill, Wentworth Falls,., Then turn right into
Queen Elizabeth Drive., About 300m along this road a track lerds off to the
right to the Kings Tableland Trig. The Aboriginal Site is a short distance
along this track on the right,

The Kings T=bleland is a prominant hill with an area of large, flat,
patterned rocks., On the lsrge rock areas are small pools with tool sharpene
ing grooves nearby. These grooves have been defzced by people rubbing stones
along them,

To the right of this area is a beautiful lush, green hanging swamp.

A hanging swamp is a unique collection of green grasses and pl-nts usually
found at the herd of a valley., The plant masses filter the w=ter seeping
from the ground as well as acting as a large water storage sponge., This
enableé streams fed by hanging swamps to flow all year round,

A narrow track leads off to the left to the base of the rock outecrop,
To the right of the base of the cliff is a small sandstone shelter cave which
was used by Aborigines to shelter frém the wind and rain. Of perticular
interest is the wind eroded avens within the cave.

Back where the track comes down off the rock is another track which
continues on to the left. This leads to a larger rock shelier which is in
two levels, This is an archaeological dig site and was excavated by E.D.
Stockton. Carbon dating ( this is the process by which the age of
archaeological and geological specimens can be determined by measurement 6f
the Carbon 14 content) of the charcoal and one artifact found within the sife
showed occupation to be 22,000 BP,

On the right wall of this cave are kangaroo and emu 'foot markings'
outlined in ch=rcoal and -~nother marking which is symbolic of aftermoon (Pers.
Comm, 1987: Stuart James N.P.& W.S. Ranger.)., High up in the wall of this
cave are several very unusu=l hollow, pipe—like rock formations, They appear
to have formed out of the ironstone.

The area around this site is typical of the wind blown eccarpment of
high open areas with an =bundance of low growing heath vegetation., This is
the area where the rare pink Flannel Flower can be seen and also tye,

miniature Fl~nnel Flower only 1cm across.

@

C
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Caves of the Blue Mts.

PART 10

Fraser Creek Winmalee

Aboriginal Cave

) By Leuise Celebern

This Aboriginal cave is on private preperty. The cave is situated abeut
5m abeve Fraser Creek, Winmalee. It is ene of many caves along the lew cliff
line but is the only ene with art in it.

It is a small shelter, enly 11m in lenéth and 3m wide, The art is at the
south end ef the cave en the east wall and censjists ef fairly large charceal
drawings, the largest of which is appreximately a metre in length.

The drawings censist ef a kangaroe and joey, a beomerang and anether figure.
which ceuld be a shield er pessibly a fish., The art is well preserved,

In the creek belew the cave, there i®= a small pool with meme sharpening
grooves, It has alse been recorded that another cave with art exists at the
head ef Fraser Creek, but I have net yet lecated it. The cave i= zaid te have a
« drawing ef a human figure.

' The area areund the cave is thick bush and there is no actual track frem
. the creek up te the caves altheugh there is a narrew track aleng the base ef the
oliff line. |
References:
Averiginal Carvings & Caves; BMCC Tewn Planning Scheme: Central Meuntains Report
(o 13/8/68.
Map ef Fraser Cave; 1989: Blue Meuntains Speleelegical Club,

FE I 2 3 I I I3 Fo T3 FHe 3 I I3 JEH I I K I W%

Book Review

In mid=-February JENOLAN: THE GOLDEN AGES OF CAVING. by BASIL RALSTON, a former
guide at the Caves, will be published.

' We join with Jerry Wilson, 'Voss' Wiburd and Ron Newbould and their
companions in sliding on the seat of our pants, squeezing through rib-busting cr
crevices and viewing now=familiar c~ve formations by the light of wax-dripping
cand%es, to unveil this magical underground world.' (Three Sisters Productions Pty
Ltd,

We would like your members to join in this exciting experience. The book
should be nvrilable at a local book store but if not we would be happy to supply
it direct. Copies may be obt-rined from:

" Three Sisters Productions P/L
PO Box 104 Winmalee 2777
for the recommended retail price of $9.95. We will pay the postage and packing.

M.J .Baker
Managing Editor
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Cave Rescue at Timor

On a recent scout training course at Issacs Creek Caves an incident
occured that required quick action in moving a party to the surface. The cave
was TR5, Nibelung Cave, and the party an Eastern Grey Kangaroo (Macropus
giganteus).

A ladder fo. the 30' pitch was rigged and the first person descended to
the first ledge. On looking into the lower section of the pit he saw what he
thought was a dead kangaroo, till i: moved! Wow! "What an exercise I thought.
Lucky I've attended a cave rescue weekend, I'll be ab.e to put some of this
hauling syst.m and patient management into practice.

Now being very wary of those little things called claws, we assessed the
situation and took its photo. The 'roo appeared to be uninjured and a little
Wweak, possible dehydrated but obviously sick of this cave tour! Assistance was
sought from camp with a blanket and car luggage net being brought up. A simply
hauling system was set up.

To get the 'roo into a position for removal toock some care on the part
of the two Venturer scouts., It wasn't too impressed with having a blanket
thrown over its hcad but it was soon bundled up in the net and ready to be lift=
edey It was a simply matter to haul the 'roo straight up the shaft and did he
ever look pleased! Once out he gave a little kick and bounce and nearly jumped
back down the hole, Now out it was obviously taking time to read just to the
daylight as it diun't bound off but deposited itself in a little rock alcove
near the cave entrance., A few logs were thrown over the cave entrance and we

departed to l.ave the 'roo in peace,

Warren Lacey
BMSC NEWS
1. Congratulations to Tim Pearson on his recent marriage.

2, Congratulations to Lachlan Wilson and Rebecca on tneir recent marriage.
3. Congratulations to new Grand-Parents Barry & Robyn Richard on the birth
of their new Grand Son, 4

4, Well done Greg, the two new books are great.
5e Welcume Graeme Kates to BMSC, ‘
6. Troy Magennis and Louise Colevorn are the 'Cavers of the Year' 1989,

Troy for the mammoth effort he put into the Southern Limestone project &
Louise for her dedication and devotion to the club.

7. Don*t forget Jamuary 1991 is our Silver Anniversary ( 25 Years ) and we
will be planning a BIG celebratiom.

8. 'Happy Birtnday' lionel Baker and Ricky Brett!
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By PETER QUIDDINGTON,
Tochnology Writer

A fragment of s human skull
found on ab ancient river bed in
Central Australia is set to
rekindle debate over how the
continent was colonised.

Preliminary dating of the
fossil, indicating it could be up
w0 60,000 years old, is prompt-
ing claims that it is the oldest
\nown human remadin found in
Australia.

The discovery, in what is now
thve arid interior, could leud to u
Jramatic revision of theories on
human migration across Austra-
lid, according to the group of
Jrcheologists who madeshe find.

They say the discovery sug-
<ests the early habitation of the
Lske Eyre basin, and supports
(e theory that migration
ovcurred by a flow of people
nio the central region, luter
spreading out Lo the coust along
the river systems. The orthodox
view is that the process took
nlace in the reverse direction.

The research team, from the

e

8

Aus}raliun Museum, South Aus-
tralian Museum and the Austra-
lian National Universily, came

upon the fragment in May
during a survey of areas north of
Lake Eyre.

The find has been kept under
wraps, partly because of grow-
ing resistance by the Aboriginal
community to the study of early
human remains, either in insti-
tutions or in the field, and
demands for the return and

‘burial of specimens.

The claims are expected to
draw strong criticism from other
scientists, who believe that a
single dating method, and such
a small specimen, is insufficient
evidence to go on.

Dr Steve Webb, leader of the
research team, said from Lon-
don this week thul overseus
researchers were advising a
cautlous approdach to the pre-
liminary dating, ulthough he felt
it was necessary to ulert people
to the discovery because of the
obvious need for further
research in the Luke Eyre busin,

The dating of the bone frag-
ment was done by “chemical
matching”, 4 process involving

Archaeologists claim oldest bone

the comparison of fluorine lev-
els from the past.

Mr Jim Caldwell, a geo-
chemist at ANU, who did the
dating, said fluorine levels in
the skull fragment were twice
those found in the Mungo Man
skeletal remains, which dute
around 40,000 years. Hesaid he
believed the skull fragment was
the first real evidence of human
bone older than the Lake
Mungo find.

Mr John Magee, a geologist
with the team, noted: “The
dating methods give us a rela-
live age.” '

He said it showed the bone
was placed within the same age
aroup as that of large extinct
mammals also found at the site,
which date from 40,000 to
60,000 years old.

“We have done a number o( )
other tests on other bones at the
site, including much younger
sumples of rabbits and cows,
und these suggest that there is no
anomaly in the fluorine

~uptake,” he said.

The Sydney Morning Herald

Thursday, November 10,1988 3

Wednesday, April 30, 1986

Page 9
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8y 808 BEALE,
Science Reporter

Secrecy and couflictiog opinions
surround vlaims by a skilled bush
iracker that he has proof of 3 small
group of Tasmanian tigers living in
the suuth-west of Western Austra-
lia.

A Perth naturalist, Mre Athol
Douuglas, has described the alleged
find as “the single must important
wildlife discuvery of this century™.

But a promineat Sydoey zoolo-
gist, Dr Ronald Swahan, says he
and other experts are “interested,
puzeled, but by 6o incans cou-
vinced™ that the discovery is
authentic.

‘Fasmaniaa tigers, or thylaciaes,
are generally thought to have
disuppearcd from maioland Aus-
tralia thousands of years ago. They
sunived in Tasmaaia uatil mudesn
times, the last knowa wild specimien
being captured in 1933 und dying in
Hobart Zou three years later.

Bul Mr Kevin Cameron, of
Girranheen in Westers Australia,
“chaims (o have seen @ pair alive fast
January in forest aot far fruin
Pesth,

Repurts of sightiags by Mre
Cameson first emerged in Novew-
ber 1984, when he said he had
coluur phvtugraphs of 4 thylacine
diggimyg into the base of a burni-out
jarrah teex, its head und forequar-
(eis ubscured.
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Those intriguing photographs
have now been published ia the
British Vew Scicatist nagazine,
accompanying an article by Mir
Douglas, a furmer scaior experi-
mental officer with the Westera
Australing Museuwn.

Mr Douglus is comvinced that Mr
Cameron’s photogruphs and
“nearly perfect” casts of thylacine
footpriats are genuine, e
describes Mr Camerou us being of
Aburiginal desceat and intelligeat.

=t find it incunceivable that
snyone with his bachground cuuld
pUSSES culour pholugraphs of a
thylacine, as well @y the casts and

A museum specimen of the Tus

his detailed and exact knowledge of
the animad, unless he bad actually
seen u hylacine.

“Keria ... says he has seen @l
least four scparate asimals on 4
aumber of occasiuny, and that once
his dugs buyed fsicl up 2 thy lacine
an 2 log.-This animal was 2 female
and had a full pouch.”

He says Mr Casmecon correctly
deseribed the animal's drunken gait
and the fact that the males were
darher than the females. He
repusted traching @ thylacine hunt-
jug feral pigs. and found thylacine
footprinty around the huadless
carcass of a4 kungdfuo.

manian tiger.

Dr Straban, a furmer ditectof of

Tarouga Loo and now a coulogist

with the Australiun Muscu in
Sydacy, said yesterday that Mr
Cameron had showa him colour
photographic prints but lLied ol
tuld him about the casis.

Although the prints were "yt
very suggestive™ of 4 thy bacine, they
were “not particularly weld
defined”.

Mr Camcron had declined 1o
shuw liim the original irausparen-
civs, nor would By atlow @ computer
enhancement o be made. “He gare
WU reasons, except that he wanted
to miwhe money fiom then.”

s
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BERS BRING
 RUSH-ERA!

and Darren Armitage stage a Rovent

R}

— Pleture by STEVE HOPKINS

by o

® By ALANA HOUSE

TAKE heart those of you who think Aus-
tralia’s history is boring, a group called
Rovent ig out to prove you wrong.
Rovent is made up of members of the
Scout Association of Newcastle. They per-
form re-inactments of the gold rush period
of Australian higtory. @ ==

People who have visited the Buttai
Barn, near Kurri Kurri, may have had first-
hand experience of Rovent. Once a month
the group performs a re-inactment as en-

t for diners. -
The re-inactments at Buttai Barn aim to

The troopers always win the mini-batt-
les since, of course, justice must be done.
. The performances leave audiences smil-
ing. With a little imagination they can be-
lieve, for a few minutes, that they were part
of an actual hold-up.

Continued on Page 2.

Rovent ‘bushran geté; brin g
back the gold rush era

Continued from Page 1.

Mr Greg Powell, a co-
ordinator of Rovent, ex-
plains that this is exactly
the aim of the group.

‘We have three basic
principles; to educate, to
be exciting and to be en-
tertaining,’ he said.

‘The performances at
Buttai are a more humor-
ous side to ﬁi)L_vent, but

le are sti i
mﬁn their history from
. our costumes and gear.

ible, we take them from
photographs and paintings
of the time.’

The Rovent group par-
ticipates in more serious
events, such as last
weekend at Muswellbrook
for the Australia- Day
celebrations. They gave a
historic talk and per-
formed a re-inactment.

‘We don't advocate vi-

point is to ashow
that Australia does have
an exciting past/ Mr

| “The costumes we use Powell said. ‘We show how

‘ are as authentic as poss-

]

things were back then.’

Blank ammunition is
used in all performances
and Rovent actors are li-
censed to use their guns.

The group has per-
formed at the Newcastle
Highland Tattoo, the
Newcastle Show, Fort
Scratchley, Speers Point
Park, schools around New-

castle, Raymond Terrace
Historical Society and at
various school fetes.

Outside the Newcastle
area they have performed
at Jenolan Caves and the
Ben Hall Festival at Car-
coar.

A non-profit organis-
ation, Rovent members re-
ceive no payment except a

- nominal sum for expenses.

The group emphasises
their role in raigsing money
for charity. A re-inact-
ment can be staged in
which a person is held to
ransom by bushrangers. A
hat s passed around to
spectators, then the bush-
rangers are accosted by
troopers and the money is
handed over to charity.

Rovent can be contac-
ted through the Scout As-
sociation ‘of Newcastle.
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GREG’S NEW BOOK LISTS
THE DISTRICT’S WONDERS

There’s Iots ~vosws. g ums,
T W G
to look into 2y

04
15

“OU'VE heard of the seven wonders of the
~orld. but do vou know about the Hunter's
seven natural wonders?

What thev are and their locations are contained in a new
ook written by author Greg Powell of Valentine.

The book titled Bushwalks in the Hunter Valley is more
*pjust a guide to bushwalking routes.

it is a lively and informative book. providing tales of
ashwalking and anecdotes of memorable occasions in the
iiunter Valley.

Greg's atfinity with the bush and its history is evident from
“1is writings and photographs as he takes his readers into the
world he loves and of which he never tires.

He specialises in historical walking, researching and
setracing the routes of carly Australian pioneers. explorers
.«ud bushrangers.

An author of note. Greg. a teacher at Warners Bay Primary
school. has written several books. including Bushwalking in

se o Blue Mountains, Ben Hall Country. Thunderbolt
Country. Mad Dan Morgan Country and Bushwaiking
hrough History - The Blue Mountains.

He is currently working on a fourth in the bushranger series
shout Ned Kelly Country.

Bushwalks in the Hunter Valley contains a wealth of
snformauion and ideas for walking with photographs, maps
.id sketches providing additional insight.

I'he 21 walks teatured in the book range from the Centrai
Coast/Somersby  Falls in the south, to Gloucester and
Murrurindi in the north and the Goulburn River in the west.

I'hey include the Barmington Tops. Munmorah State
Rueereation Arca. the Watagan Mountains, Green Point. the
Great North Walk. Tomaree National Park. coastal walks.
antthe Welhams and Paterson Valleys,

he boor s avalable v piost +al hook shops cod retaals TR
CxL e

BUSHWALKS IN THE HUNTER VALLEY

hy Greg Powell

imply bushwalking routes, this lively and informative book provides tales o
Ig/fxos;ixgii?nsglr;fdyanecdotes of memorable occasions in the beautiful Hunter Valley

Greg Powell offers a wealth of information and ideas for walking in this fascinating
rerg?gn, v\;th photographs, maps and sketches providing additional insight. This book will
entertain and inspire anyone interested in walking. For those who already know the area,
after reading this book you will see familiar places with fresh eyes.

fn

: : . .
Full colour cover. quality presentation. 160 pages. 129
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for Hunter
bushwalkers

Bushwalking Through History
— The Blue Mountains;
Bushwalks in the Hunter Valley;
both by Greg Powell; Macstyle
Publishing; 813.95 and §12.95.
Review by
DENIS BUTLER

EN these two bushwalk
‘Kvmoks arrived I _offered
v them to the man who more

than anyone else in Aus-
tralia is qualified to review them.

Nobody can know New South
Wales on faot better than Selby Al-
ley, who . was discovering its
treesures when the 20th century
wa s just a pup.

+Selby regretfully declined, say-
ing that age had caught up with
him. But he gave the books, unread,
his imprimatur by noting: ‘Greg's a
good man; he knows his stuff.’

From my far more limited
knowledge of bushwalking in_ the
Hunter Region (occasional) and the
Blue - Mountains (almost never) [
can say that Greg Powell deals ex-
cellently with his delightful sub-

ects.

! The Blue Mountains book offers
energetic readers a chance not just
to scek out the pleasant and well-
known walks of today but to trace

the steps of the early white ex-
plorers, beginning wid: Dawes in
1789. Today's bushwalkers can find
out what history was really like by
tackling country Dawes took three
brutal days to cover on that first

unsuccessiul attempt to penetrate

the Blue Mountains.

They can also follow, sometimes
with difficulty, the paths of Pater-
son, Hacking, Bass, Everingham,
Barrallier, Caley and others who,
unlike Blaxland and his class of
1813, found the Blue Mountains
impenetrable.

south on the Colo River out to the
Upper Hunter and north on the
coast to Port Stephens. )

Those indolent souls (I'm one

these days, 1 confess) who restrict
their bushwalking to an occasional
shuffle in the Watagans or an easy
saunter down Mooney Mooney
Creek from Somersby Falls will find
many equally simple strolls in ‘this
book. And those who want it tough
can take their pick, though once
they've read the author's account of
a search for Gloucester Falls they
mightn't be in too much of a hurry
to go off the beaten track on foot.
This is one area where Greg

Powell's booka deserve commen- .

dation. They don’t gloes over diffi-
culties, If a section of a bushwalk is
likely to be uripleasant, or boring,
they say so.

In one area, though, Bushwalks
in the Hunter Valley could be im-
proved. The author lists his seven
pick spots, his seven wonders of the
region, But the index misses men-
tioning most of them, thus leaving

. the casual reader in the dark about

where they are. | imagine that the
spectacular cover picture is of the
Doyles Creek Arch, but anyone un-
familiar with the Hunter will have
to read the whole book to find
where Doyles Creek is.

And no, this observation about
the index's inadequacy isn’t just a
nitpick; it's a guide. For if 1 wanted
to make g safe bet, it would be that
Bushwalks in the Hunter Valle
will stay in print for decades. It's
top class, and written by a man who
has trodden every step of every
walk he describes.

"

| fvwmiders |

.

s - " Bushwalks in the Huntei" Valey
"is more a general handbook, and an

excellent one. Its many walks, well

illustrated with maps and photo- .

graphs, range from the gentle to the

arduous, and explore from the-

CoN

Y,

T A g ey

The Newcastie Horaid, Saturday, Decomber 2, 1989

If you are interested in obtaining

a copy of either of Greg's books

they should be available at your

local book store.

If you are unable to obtain a copy

then there is an order form attached

t0 the end of this Jo\lmalc

Both Greg's books are informative,

but they make enjoyable reading.
The books offer the reader a lot
of scope for further adventures but

in Greg's books th. emphasis is

always on returning safely.

Louise Coleborn

BUSHWALKING THROUGH HISTORY - THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

The author describes the routes of the first exp ove:
Blue Mountains. Sketch maps, locality maps and photographs of the reglon highli
challenges faced by those early bushwalkers, most of whom were turne

by rugged cliffs and deep gorges. Foll
natural features and beautiful scene
addition to short, scenic walks in the

by Greg Powell

ow in their footsteps and enj
which has chan
toomba area,

lorers who tried to find a path over the

t the

back, deteated
oy the spectacular

ed little since those early days. In
fongcr treks can be undertaken

into some of the less accessible areas. For the more adventurous?,.the.re are walks in the
upper reaches of the Kowmung River or cliff-climbing and abseiling in the gorge and
canyon systems. -

Full colour cover, quality presentation, 192 pages, $13.95
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SO _YOU THINK YOU ARE A GOCD CAVER *?
(Reprint Oolite Vol.,o Nos. 1-3) 7 By Ian Bogg

Then try this quick quiz on terminology,
be honest with yourself = no cheating,

Fill in the missing words = easy, simple and quick, no time limit.

1. A natural cavity in a rock large enough to be entered by man is called a .

2. The exploration, description and scientific study of caves is known as .

3. The entering and exploration of caves is called

4. A person directing the activites of a caving party is called the .

5. A is a very large chamber within a cave,

6. The uncontrollable fear of being in a confined space is referred to as .

T. A . is an excavation made to discover or extend a cave, -

8. A is a passage which is wide and so low that movement is possible in
a prone position only,

9. sedimentary rock consisting mainly of calcium carbonate is . -

A
10, A speleothem hanging downwards from the roof of a cave is a
11, A small 1rregular formation projecting at an angle other than the vertlcal is
a

12, An irregular apenlng through a thln rock wall is called a .

(D
HOW DID YOU GO % EASY « THEY DID NOT REALLY TEST MY
' INTEL LECTU AL CAPABILITIES !

OH ?, THEN TRY THIS LOT.

13, Limestone recrystallised and hardened by heat is

14. A rare crystalline form of CaCO3y which is heavier and orthorhomblc is .

15. Terrain with special landforms and drainage characteristics due to greater o
solubility of certain rocks in natural water is commonly referred to as .

16, is hydrated calcium sulphate, "

17. _is a soft plastic speleothem consisting of calcite, hydrocalcite,
hydromagnesite or huntite.

18. The zone is where voids in the rock are partially filled with air,
through which water descends under gravity.

19, A ig an animal living permanently in the hypogean domain, but also

living permanently as an andogean or epigean in the same region. o
20, The slope of a bed with a horizontal line in the same direction is called the __~

21. are small, rather regular spaced asymmetrical hollows formed by
turbulent water.
22, is a complex of irregular, interconnecting cavities with intricate

perforations of the rock.
23, The network of tubes or half tubes is called
24, The oldest speleological Club/ Society within Australia stlll in existance is
the which was formed in .

HOW DID YOU GO ? =

You didn't get all the answers - YOU DIIN'T 2

Hell man, then for your edification, you had better turn to page 1] quiocklys ’

You are in need of some urgent assistance,

=0000000m




UNLESS THE AUTHOR OF

A TR1P REPORT IS SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED,

AUTHORSHTO wAY BT ALC:LGLL TC THD TRIP " TADER,

13
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Wisemans Ferry Aboriginal Sites

Date of Trip:- 19th February, 1989
Nembers Presgent:- Louise Coleborn (T.L.), Terry Coleborn, Graeme & Jessie
White.
Report :=
We met at McGraths Hill and then proceeded on to Wisemans Ferry. Where

we visited the following sites,
(1) Lily Pond - 01d Northern Road:
Around the small pools of water are several sharpening grooves. -

(2) Devils Rock Site = Maroota., ( This site requires a permit from the NP&WS,
First we photogrsped the engravings, which are located about 100m from the R
fence enclosure. ‘
The main engraving is located on the northern end of the outcrop and is of
an ~ncestral being, which probably g-ve the site its name ( Devil Rock ).
This figure is 4m tall and is identical to the great All-Father Hero,
Bajiami, of the 3E Australian tribes,
The next engraving is of an emu 3m tall with a clutch of eleven eggs. At
the opposite end of the rock is -~nother devil figure believed to represent
Daramulan ( the son of Baiami ) with his shield and totem, the emu.
The presence of both hero figures demonstrates the sites immense importance,
Aborigines living in the ¥-roota area =are said to have avoided this area
known as ( Debbil Debbil Rock).
Other engravings include a series of weapons ( Boomerangs, shields, a
sword and clubs ), a fish, kangaroos and a d-“%ed line linking the
ancestral beings.
One kilometre north west of this site is a smz:ll shelter cave with paint-
ings and stencils., The printings are made fr m yellow -nd red ochre
( which is obtsinable as iron oxide in the H-=kesbury sandstone ), chercoal
=nd white rice clay.
The most impressive art in the c=ve are the stencils of the we~pons done in
white pipe clay. These include a stone axe, boomerang and a small fishing .
spear. +de surveyed the cave and the mzp will appear with this report when
published.

TN
N

N
(VY]
S

south Maroota Site:

This site is located beside the Cld Northern Road azbout 2.8 km from Windsor ,~
— Castlehill intersection, The engravings are smaller than the previous
site:= There is a Baiami, emu, kangaroo and other indeterminate figures,

Lunch was had at Wisemans Ferry, then we crossed the Hawkesbury River by
Funt and then headed towards 5t Albans.

(4) McDonalds River Cave:-
This cave 1is situated one kilometre past the old cemetery baside the river
on the uphill gide of the road. There is a ch-rcoal drawing of a man,
other miscellaneous dr=wings in charcoal and white, numerocus hand stencils -
and a lrrge white star shape.

From 3% Albans we crossed the Macdonald River and returned to Wisemans
Ferry via the Webb Creek Road. A short detour was made out =long the
ridge to photograph the ' segmented kangaroo ',

(5) Macdonalds River Site 2(SIM):
This site is situated on the e=zstern side of the fire tre=il, which traverses
the main ridge. ©On the northern end is a shield and some ‘'emu foot
markings. The southern end is dominated by twa large k=ngaroos 3.3m long.
The northern one is divided into twenty two sections and there are twenty
one puncture marks, mostly concentrated around the neck and head, Between
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DEVIL'S ROCK
ABORIGINAL SHELTER

MAROOTA

( White pipe .
clay stencils PLAN

a'

Charcoal drawings

Surveyed: 19th February, 1989
Blue Mts, Speleo Club
L.Coleborn (dr).
Instrumentg: Suunto Compass and
Inclinometer with Fibre-—
Glass Tabe.
Grade: CRG 4D Scale: 1:100
BMSC MAP NO, 115 MAP NO, BMS1,

VERTICAL CROSS SECTION

Charcoal White pipe clay
drawings stencils

FRONT ELEVATION
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the two kangaroos there are two sm=ller kangaroos or wallabies. The tail
of the lower kangaroo crosses a figure of a man. :

(6) Hebbs Creek Cave:
This was the last site visited., It is situated on the left of the Webbs
Creek Road just before the large bridge to the c-stle and is about 50m from
the road., It is a large open cave with scattered stencils in cream
coloured ochre or clay. There are stencils of hands, a sm=1ll stone axe
and a hand with two fingers missing,

References:
SIM, I,M.; Rock Engravings of the Macdonald River District NSW; 1966:
Ccc. Pap. in Abouriginal Studies No. I:

McCARTHY, Fredrick; Records of the Australian Museum Vol, XXIV No, 14; 1959:
"“"Rock iknegravings of the Sydney Hawkesbury District."

* K K X K K X K X K K

Wyanbene

Date of Trip:— 10th - 12th June, 1989

Members Fresent:=- Dave Noble (T.L.), Kevin Colsborn, Len Brker; Tony
: Zimmerman, Lachlen Wilson, jtewart Driver, Troy Magennis
Cheryl Coleborn,

Visitors:=— Martin and Rebecca.

Report = .
Dave, Kevin and Len arrived early Friday night. Xevin and Dave set up the

equipment to Frustration Lake in only two hours. Troy, Martin and myself
arrived later th-t night and the others ~rrived sometime on 3aturday.

Saturday morning, Dave, Kevin, Len, Martin and myself went %o Frustration
Lake with a short detour to the Gunbarrel., ‘e spent six hours in the cave.

Junday we went to the Big Hole and Kevin, Dave, L~chlan and Stewart -
abseiled in, while the rest of us watched,

sunday afternoon we all went in different directions; some home, some to
Kosciusko and some to Mt,., Selwyn,

Reported by Cheryl Coleborn

LR R I R R O R

Cliefden
CBSERVATION TRIAL

Date of Trip:- 1st - 2nd July, 1989

Members Present:- T.Ellis & T.Magennis (T.L.), T&L Coleborn & F-mily,
C.Coleborn, K.Coleborn, R.Brett, C.Tunks, T.Zimmerman,
G.Cooky, DeZammitt.

Visitors:—. » G.Coleborn, K.Cox (2), Magennis Family, G.Kraushaar,
S, Myer & S.Marsh
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Report:—
The car observation trial went off well and those who took part had an

enjoyable weekend. I+ got underway from Katoomba at about 8.15am on a crisp
but fine morning.

Ten cars and about twenty or so people were involved and the first leg
tock them almost to H=mpton via a circuitous route with a few cars going the
wrong way a few times and some of the clues a bit hard to find and others a
little hard to understand.

The second leg led to Bathurst with a break for lunch and some more
confusion cccurred along the way.

After the break the third leg wound its way to a nice little town called
Newbridge to the west of Bathurst, Everybody was getting the hang of it by
now and it went a little easier and most terms put in a betier result on this
section, Leg four was more direct but the clues must have been more cryptic,
judging from the remarks made later,

The finish was at Mandurama near the shop and all the contestants arrived
before dark complaining zbout the sunset, which made the last few kilometres
a bit uncomf:rtable, with the sun shining in the drivers eyes.

Everybody went on to Cliefden for tea and the marking of the answer sheets.
After the post mortem, slides and prints of the clues were shown and also some
slides of Tassie and Jenolan Crves were shown. DMost of us then drifted off to
bed but some sat by the fire until quite lzte ( so I was told ). '

After breakfast, 3Speleo Sports was the go!l With a crawl through some
funny formations under a landcruiser and a plastic, soapy flowstone, then
mapping a cave after taking out a bucket of rubbish, (Tetanus), and then pushing
a car a few miles! All in full caving gear,.

Tony Zimmerman proved to be the hero of this crdeal. The most entertaining
was Ricky Brett. And the most gutsy performance w .1t to Michelle Coleborn, who
was a close runner up,.

Car Trial Results:

1. Greg Kraushmar 76 Se Kevin Coleborn/ Dave Noble 69,5
2. Rick Brett 74 6, Mr Magennis 08.5
3. Dave Zammit 13 1. 3tusrt Nyer 67
4. 3cott Marsh 71 8. Terry Coleborn 57
5. 9. Greg Cook 55

Gary Coleborn 09.5

*OX K X ¥ X XX X X ¥ ¥

SO YOU THOUGHT YOU WERE A GOOD CAVER EH !

Then why turn to this page ?
Oh ! you thought you could save time ? :
SORRY about that.

No b=—=——y answers = at least
~ -not here,

Ps.

The club librarian is only too willing to grant you access to the most
comprehensive and extensive speleological library that is to be found on
the mountains,

You could then search for the answers yourself,

COULIN'T YOU Mmmmmmmh ?
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Southern Limestone Jenolan

Over the past twelve months BMSC have started to get serious about documenting
the Southern Limestone,

To start with, what we needed to know was the location of all the tagged
features in the area. This is easier said than done, because documentation for
the Southern Limestone is vague and scarce to say the least. Following leads and
trip reports frowm other clubs and sooieties, only seven locations out of the fifty
three tagged caves still remaim unknown,

Set out below are the trip reports for the year for the Southern Limestone
Area:~-
15th April, 1989:-

Setting out from No, 3 carpark the party followed the track south for 300m,

A small, horizontal, half moon shaped, entrance could be seen low on the opposite
side of the creek. This entrance is very obvious from the track and is tagged
Ja217s. The cave has various names, The guides know it as 'Penny Farthing Cave'
but SUSS know it as 'Hobbit Hole' ( TR SUSS Bull. 34(3):74 ).

From this point we climbed the steep hill and followed the ridge to a large
collapse, situated on the top of the hill above the first creek junection., .
Dropping straight down J23 Bottomless Pit was encountered. From J23 the party (O
dropped to creek level and followed the main creek bed south past Heffalump Trap. i
Then continued up to Split Rock to do some digging. The breeze issueing from
this cave is still EXTREMELY strong.

Returning to the area high above the second creek junction on Sunday, two
tagged caves were noted, J279 & J277. J279 has been known for many years and is
tradionally known to the guides and BMSC as Shaft Cave. However, when it was
tagged by SUSS in 1984 they named it *Crackpot' (SUSS Bull. TR. 23(3):74 ).

JZ%Z Photon Cave is about 10m lower and 20m north of Crackpot (SUSS Bull. TR,
23(3):74 ).
Dropping down to the creek junction J282 a nettle filled doline was observed,

( suss Bull. TR. 23(3):74 ). Also noted was J46 Goats Head Cave, (ISS tradional
name). It is at creek level following the westernm tributary.
14th May, 1989:- .

The party made their way south, rejoining at the second creek junction. At
this point Dave Noble, Kevin Coleborn and myself dug a small hole just below J282,
possibly making a connection, The dig proved to be 4m long entirely in dirt,
(mostly dug by a wombat ), From this point the party split up and se=rched the
area between the second creek junction and Cookes Cave (J291) at the base of a
small cliff, Some of the party then entered Cookes Cave and photographed the (
E.Cooke signature, -
22nd July, 1989:- :

This trip was organised so that Ernie Holland could show us what he knew
about the Southern Limestone, Making our way to the top of the hill just south
of No, 3 carpark we followed the ridge around to the large boulder coll=pse, At
the same height, just to the south, at the base of a 3m cliff, above a grassy
slope, a small untagged cave was shown to me, it was blowing out extremely hot air,

Drooping to creek level and following Camp Creek south , Heffalump Trap was
admired, Heading up from this point Split Rock was encountered. Ernie showed me
the location of J274, this cave contains the signature of Vic Ebberton and would
not be found by the description in the cave tagging book. From here we traversed
around the hill to the Shaft Cave area, where J2]8 was noted, J278 is half way
up a 10m cliff, directly below Shaft Cave J279, above the second creek junction,

At this point we moved to the next bluff south and examined a fresh 4m earth
collapse clogse to the top of the hill, discovered by Ernie approximately two months
before. We then moved down the hill and slightly south to Cookes Cave J291, where
we entered to examine the prospects. Returning north Ernie was shown the possible
dig found the previous trip, commenting that the prospects were good., Heading back
over the hill overlooking No. 3 carpark ( above the breach ) J296 Vig's Pot was
shown to me, (SUSS Bull. TR. 24(3):74).
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23rd July, 1989:-
Retracing the steps of the previous day this time with a large party, progress

was extremely slow, However, a discovery was made in the third bluff, higher and
about 60m north of Cookes Cave J291. The cave proved to be a low cave with 10m of
passage. Extremely warm air was issueing from the cave, which was very welcomed,
On the return trip Shaft Cave could be seen steaming,

12th = 13th August, 1989:-

Having a poor response to a Jenolan Southern Limestone only trip, Troy and
Greg followed the Lucas Rocks track south, around and up to the lLucas Rocks area,
passing J290 Winch Cave on route. From here we separated and searched without
significant success the area south and below to the east of the higher point. The
terrain in this area is extremely steep, if yocu slip it would be a quick 100m fall
onto the rocks below,

Luckily, Sunday there was a grester showing and the group set off to find the
Southern Limestone Traverse Tags, placed in 1977 by members of SU3SS, Tags 4S to
tag 143 were eventually located, but it seems that tag 3S, which should be located
at the drsin entr=ance has been cemented over,

J270 Gibber Cave (SUSS Bull. TR. 17(1):27 ) was located on the next bluff, 40m
past the first creek junction on the easterm bank approximately 20m above creek
level.

J268, J269 (SUSS Bull. TR, 15(8):176 ) wzs located by Tony Zimmerman across
the creek from Gibber Cave on a bearing of 80 magnetic from J270 entrrnce tag.
9th - 10th September, 1989:-

Once again with only two strrters on Saturday Troy and Greg herded towards
the Southern Limestone. Our aim was to find entrances in the P~radox area, that
is located at the far end of the wvalley. Some entrance tags were roughly tied in
to the SL Traverse, using a Suunto Compass, these included J46, J275, J2T0 and J23.

The tagged csves found in the Paradox area include:=

J47 The Southern Limestone Spring.

J48 Paradox Cave (NB. This cave is strickly off limits).
J288 - J289 Funnel Web Cave,

J263 5m directly above Psradox Cave entrance,

J264 On the southern side of the Paradox Bluff.

J264 .
J46
2nd Creek Junction

—_— N

1 km Diagram: Cave Entrances in Paradox Are

Sunday with some more help arriving in the form of the Coleborns. The party
set off to resurvey the Southern Limestone Traverse., The creek obviously w-sn't
as overgrown when the original survey was completed by USS in 1977.

Using a tripod mounted Forestry Compass and Fibreglmss tape the present
stations were resurveyed in about five hours. The traverse w=s then contimued with
two other st-tions being added ( 155 and 16S ) details to be published at a later
date.

A lot of work needs to be done if this traverse is going to reach Paradox and
have all the Southern Limestone ocaves tied in to it,

JOth September, 1989:-

Saturday was organised to be a combined tagging and photo=tagging trip with
Troy and three members of SSS (John Bonwick, Simon Bland and Russel Bridge).
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Eight features were tagged ~nd photo-tagged with another three entrances also being
photo~tagged, DBelow is a list of the caves and a short description as entered in
the cave tagging book by John,

J294:

This cave has a triangular entrance about 0,5m high with approx. 3m of tight
horizontal passage. This cave was breathing out., It is located at the top of a
steep, grassy slope with sm~1ll outcrops of rock about and is 10m higher than J23
Bottomless Pit and slightly to the west overlooking first {ributary creek.

J295:

Thig feature is a large rift with collapsed rock at the bottom, Approx. 15m
long 2nd 9m deep. A small through cave le=ds off the back at the deep end. The
tag is also at the deep end., This is located at the highest point above the first
creek junction,

J296:

A dig at the base of a small 4m cliff, approx. 8m above main ereek level. A
small hole about 1.5m to the left gives a vertical view (not accwssable)., This
tag is located about 80m upstream of the first major creek tributary junction.
J297: Heffalump Trap:

A deep collapsed pit approx. 8m deep, 4m west of the main creek bed located
next to the 14S SL. Traverse tag, J297 Tag is on a rock im from the edge of the

pit. (O

J298: .

The entrance is approx. 0.5m diameter in rocks ( dug out). The cave is mostly
horigontal passage le-ding to a chamber. Very dry and dusty. Location (approx.
200m) upstream of the second major tributary on the western side of the main creek
A Pprox, 3/4 of the w~y up the hill.

J299:

Small dig =bout 1m deep. Obvious solution devel:pement. At the bage of a
small outcrop 15m south and 5m higher than J298,

J305: .
_ A fresh soil collapse surrounded by rock about 4m deep with an entrance ”
diameter of 2m. PFirst reported by Ernie Hollsnd in M-y, 1989, Located 15m direct-

ly above J299,

J306: ] )

Entrance 0.3m wide and 1m high with horizontal passage. Located in a rock
outcrop a2bout 30m above the roadway, slightly north of the old quarry. 5m higher
and 3m north of J267 Midden Cave., First entered 11 Sept. 1989 by Greg Cook.

yew Cétlapse
o W
~J2 . small hole
®
hin \\\\\1?"“-—~;§33???$p11t Rock szueing breeze
J28 PhaL R X N oo

-0 (>
) 3291 ﬁ,“ \\\t\\ //\\ o = \\\\/ %D%D large collapae
Cookes Cave J274‘.\\‘ \/’\\ dss S
_—=-Camp Creek — — AfF ~
- - Heffalump Trap

S e——r T cuiff 7777} Slope

ma Rocks NOT TO SCALE

DIAGRAM: Location of Caves in the Southern Limegtone Photo-tagged Sept. 30, ]282
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ist = 2nd October, 1989:-

Luckily for the Coleborns turning up Troy did not have to battle the Southern
Limestone alone, In 196970 members of BMSC entered a cave in the Southern Lime-
stone that was named Camp Creek Cave (Oolite 1(1):22-23 and Oolite 2(3):31 ).
This cave contained signatures of S.Sealy and E.Cook and V.Wiburd 11.1.98. The
degcription that was published about the location of this cave was very vague,

In 1987 a cave was located by BMSC and wes tagged J291 Cookes Cave. The
cave contains a signature E.Cooke 11.1.9? ( Oolite TR, June, 20th 1987). The
descriptions to both caves location and features are similar but some doubt still
exigts if they are the same cave,

After some research of unpublished Trip Reports, Troy uncovered two Grid
References to Camp Creek Cave, After plotting both G.R's on the Jenolan 2" = 1
mile sheet, we discovered that the two references were a kilometer apart with one
of them in the location of J291 Cookes Cave.

We immediately set out to search the other area. After four hours of
unsuccessful searching we called it quits for the day and turned our efforts to
finding J292 Cow Pat Cave. This was also unsuccessful., So the mystery of Camp
Creek Cave still contimes!

On Monday, being alone Troy searched the are= above the No, 3 carpark for
entrances. Also roughly tying in known tags for easier relocation. I also spoke
to Bill Richie about the history of J351 Coronet Cave. He showed me the approx.
location of its entrance.

o J23

2nd Creek Junction

18t Creek Junction

Area searched Area searched
m this trip m previously

DIAGRAM: The Search for C Creek Cave.

218t =22nd October, 1989:

Most of Saturday was spent surfzce surveying from one of the Show Cave survey
markers to the existing 4S Southern Limestone Traverse Tag. A permanent Survey
Station was placed and called BMSC2,

BMSC2 is on a rock on the western side of the creek, level with the entrance
to the drain, Its height is the same as the first landing of the steps rising to
the Seismograph Station, The rest of the d~y was spent serrching for the entrsnce
to J151 Coronet Cave.

On Sunday the group entered J151. This cave is extremely delicate and well
decorated. I suspect the only thing saving this cave from destruction is that its
location is not widely known. No ladders are required for this cave, however, two
handlines (10m) are essential,

The ~fternoon was spent tying entrances J276 Midden Cave and J306 to the
traverse, Midden C=ve wrs algo entered and explored.,
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11th = 12th November, 1989:
The morning w~s spent looking for the J271, J272 and J273 entrances. This

se~rch w=s unsuccessful, mainly due to the consistent rain, making the grassy
slope and rocks very slippery. It was decided to survey the cave discovered 23rd
July, 1989 now tagged and called 'Warm Cave'.

J305 the new collspse, J291 Cookes Cave, J279 Shaft Cave =nd Photon Cave were
vi SltEdo

With the weather clesring it wes decided to spend Sunday on the eastern side
of lumcas Rocks above the Blue Pool. I was especially interested in finding a cave
reported to me by Mr B. Rnlston and Mr R.Newbould, contzining formations like
' knitting needles’.

After following the base of the cliff around from Gr-nd Arch a sm21l hole was
found fitting the description., However, none of the party felt silly enough to
attempt the climb., Moving south slightly we climbed almost to the top traversing
north at the base of the second cliff line., It was here that J149 was found,

J149 consists of one 5m x 6m x 3m chamber and slightly to the left of this entrance
is a walk=through trip. There were many signatures contained in the chamber
( listed below)., Further north of this is J148 the old Lucas Cave Entrance,

( entering through the Sole of the Boot). This is a very large Arch entrance and
JC Wiburd's signature is in a lead next to the gate-. Entrance to the Ilucas Cave
through this way is only possible with a key,

Signatures
Big Red W v ™
1/9/21 1973 BC 1940

1949
2nd = 3rd December, 1989

After much deliberation on a corse of action for the day we set off from the
No., 3 carpark and headed up onto Lucas Rocks. The aim was to check out a hole on
the eastern side made mention of by Ron Newbould. Visited J148 Old Lucag Entrance
and Signature Cave before rigging an abseil to find this hole, "Brad entered the
hole some 5' and it was tight. Entry =nd exit of this hole was m~de whilst perched
precariously in a nrrrow joint. Was this Newboulds hole?

During the afternoon we set about to locate J266 a short distance above J267
Midden Cave, Peter located the hole, overgrown with grass at the base of a small
wattle., The ladders were rigged and I descended. After the initial small entrance
section the crve quickly opens out into long, deep rift chrmber some 15-20m long
and 20-25m deep. The pitch is free hanging for ~bout 8«10m and the bottom rests

against dry flowstone. Down the length of the rift are long shawls. At the bottom "

is a flat floored chamber. Signatures on the wall are of JC Wiburd, J.C. Edwards
7/12/03; Joe Luchetti; J.Batcheldore, G.J.Cunyngham(e) 4/10/04 and Larry Baker, Ron
Newbould 2nd September, 1965. There is also a complete wallaby skeleton,

On Sunday we walked up Camp Creek checking out a survey line, At the creek
sink near J282 we began searching for J281 Chomp Cave and J280 Interference Cave.
It wasn't long hefore Peter found Chomp Cave hiding in the grass, out of which
quite a strong breeze was blowing, Greg entered Chomp, sliding slowly and care-
fully down and along the rift., He entered some 10m or so till it became to ‘
constricted but could see it still going down at least another 5m. On the way out
he managed to drop a drill bit,

Some 3m below Chomp a small excavation revealed a cave. This to had a small
breeze blowing out and its close proximity to Chomp would indicate a connection.
This cave, tentatively named Chump, is about 6—~Tm long and 2=-3m deep and is a bit
unstable with a few loose rocks,

During the afternoon we trogged Block 4 south from J298 Warm Cave and J305
Honey Pot. Only one hole of significance high up near the Shattered Bluff, 1Is
this J292? Still to find = the original BMSC Camp Creek Cave?

So ended another useful weekend in the Southern Limestone]

December Report by Warren Lacey
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Thanks to the following for their support in 1989:=

Troy Magennis
Greg Cook
Terry Coleborn
Louige Coleborn
Cheryl Coleborm
Ricky Brett
Peter Cook

Graeme Kates
Alex Hay
Darren Armitage
John Pinkavitch
Chris Wharton
Brad Papworth
Martin Brett

Russel Bridge
John Bonwick
Simon Bland
Ernst Holland
Kevin Coleborm
Warren Lacey
Tony Zimmerman
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Dave Zammit
Doug Tayler

- Graeme White

Janien Floyd

Dave Noble

Carolyn Brett

Cagio Azze (Brazil)

TROY MAGENNIS
AREA CO—-ORDINATOR

Anyone with any information on Southern Limestone could you please contact

Troy Magennis = 46 Robertson Street, Merrylands. 2160 ( 02-6323258 ). He would
( love to hear from you, especially members from other clubs who have carried out

work in the Southern Limestone,

Anyone who would like to help Troy with the mammoth task of documenting the
Southern Limestone, don’t hegitate in giving Troy a call.
If you can help here are some of the permit dates:=
16th =17th March, 1990 218t =22nd April, 1990

19th = 20th May, 1990 16th = 17th June, 1990
218t =22nd July, 1990 18th = 19th August, 1990

COME HAVE AN ENJOYABLE WEEKEND., BRING A PICNIC LUNCH TO ENJOY ON THE GRASSY

“ BANKS OF THE CRYSTAL CLEAR CREEK. SPEND THE DAY CLAWING YOUR WAY UP STEEP SLOPES!
FIGHT OFF GIANT WOMBATS! SHARE THE SLOPES WITH HUGE BROWN SNAKES AND THE CAVES
WITH FUNNEL WEBS! NO QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED BUT IT HELPS TO BE A LITTLE CRAZY!

RING TROY.

s —— - s s At - =

Ve ik mevewgll
70 60 CAVING..

[ o ner e pen
G iNATEY THE LEES!
| ] AKE IN CHARGE |
(D4 OF THE FEET!

FECT ARE
RESTLESS
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Cleaning Barralong Cave

Date of Trip:- ; 21st January, 1990.
Pregent:- Troy Magennis, Ernst Holland, John Bonwick, Robert

Lindsay, Basil Ralston, Michael Ralston.

Report:—

Entering Binoomea Cut at 9.45am we made our way to, and hcaded past the
Grand Column towards the Red and White Temple, collecting all rubbish enroute.

Entry to the Barralong is high on the left at the bottom of the last
set of steps before the Red and White Temple,

After Robert returned from the Guides Office with a key for the gate,
we all headed on to Marky's Cavern. This Cavern was known in JC Wiburds time
and appears on Trickett's maps. This is where Ron Newbould and John Cully had
the good fortune of finding a way through the rockfall to the first streamway
and Barralong, Bill Marks was unfortunate because he had been digging in the
far corner of this chamber for sometime, inching his way towards the Barralong
Cave. ( It is possible JC Wiburd also dug here! ) This is as far as Basil and
his son went as they were still tired from the previous day in the Red Cave.
(Not bad for 69 years! )

It is this first streamway, that gavc the cave its name., A side stream
Jjoins the main streamway, hence, the Aboriginal name 'Barralong' which means
= Meeting of the Waters -,

From this point a tight rockfall is followed until the passages open
out. This is where the formation begins, Barralong Cave contains extensive
arrays of helictites and ardgonite orystals., Brightly coloured, orange flow-
stone covers the walls and you find yourself treading carefully in rimstone
pools on the floor. Long, white straws and columns cover the rest of the areas
that are left,

We passed the 'Masterpiece'! fo-mation, that lay shattered on the floor,
the victim of a mindless accident, However, too much time could not be spent
admiring the formation, we had a job to doj; cleaning the cave,

In 1964=5 Basil Ralston ran power cable from the switchboard at the
Grand Column through almost the entire cave, electrically lighting it. Some of
this cable and light fittings still remained and was removed as well as other
prieces of historical interest.

After dropping down a handline assisted climb, we found ourselves at the
main streamway., It was here that we found the original scaling pole: ( also
built by Basil ) that John Cully used to enter a high lovel lead across the deep
lake from here, He used an old tractor tube to float across and assemble the
pole with a ladder attached to th. top., The scaling pole was carefully
~ disassembled by John with the aid of a hammer found in the corner and also
removed, They are now in the care of J.C.H.A.P.S.

We then made our way out of the cave struggling with the poles and bags
of rubbish,

Exited Binoomea Cut approximately 1.45pm,

Trip report for the Red Cave to be written by Basil for SSS Journal,

Troy Magennis
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Our Pregident Elect always keerps
in touch with our Rank & File Members,

RICKY BRETT

Our Secretary Devotes many hours
to great Volumnes of Correspondence.
LEN BAKER

( N
Ag we are not a wealthy Club Our Safety Off:.cer.w:.ll
be allowed to receive
. Our Tressurer Scrupulously Guards . .
’ visitors next week.
astage of Club Funds. o RICKY BRETT

The Eguipment  Officer is responsible
for Inventory & Regular Maintenance
of Club Egquipment,

DAVE NOBLE

Rare Qualities of
Persuasive Diplomacy
RECORD KEEFER
TROY MAGENNIS

Our Librarian spends many hours
Researching & Indexing our Reference
Library. GRAEME WHITE

SOCIAL SECRETARY ALWAYS: ENSURES
Taken from Oolite Vol.15(3) OUR MEETINGS ARE LIVELY ONES!
CHERYL COLEBORN
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Lionel BAKER
Len BAKER

Ian BOGG

Andrew BOGG
Carolyn BRETT
Ricky BRETT
Cheryl COLEBORN
Kevin COLEBORN
Louise COLEBORN
Terry COLEBORN
Greg COOK
Stuart DRIVER
Tony ELLIS

Luke FOSTER
Warren LACEY
Troy MAGENNIGS
Rob & Cindy MANN
Don McCANN
Graham NELSON
Michelle NICKERSON
David NOBLE
Tim PEARSON
Greg POWELL
Barry RICHARD
Brian SKINN
Carol SKINN
Graeme WHITE
Lachlan WILSON
David Zammit’
Tony Zimmerman
Graeme Kates
Jim SMITH

Glen ROBINSON
Peter O'LOUGLIN

Trip Leader
Full Member

Associate
Subscriber

Ul b gxg e3

Prospective Member

CONTACT LIST

PO Box 44 ENGADINE
65 Bunnal Ave WINMALEE
29 Scott Street SPRINGWOOD

"

5 Willis Street ROOTY HILL

"

15 Springfield Cres SPRINGWOGD
"
L.

ob Wenke Cres YAGOONA

C/0 Police Station CANOWINDRA
36 Western Ave BLAXLAND

Box 58 WINMALEE

68 Joslin St KOTARA SOUTH

46 Robertson St MERRYLANDS

93 St Georges Cres FAULCONBRIIDGE

C/O ATTU RAAF BASE RICHMOND
Box 94 NARRABRI

33 Margaret Street PETERSHAN
34 Murri Street BLACKHEATH
1/4 Stokes Street LANCOVE

37 Fredrick Street VALENTINE
C/0 Caves House JENOLAN CAVES
25 Tamarind Cres WERRIBEE

* T North Circle BLAXLAND

125 Rickard Road WARRIMOO
16 Brenda Ave LITCOMBE

60 Lurline Street KATOOMBA
22 Alamein Ave CARLINGFORD

65 Fletcher Street WENTWORTH FALLS 2782

202 Copeland Road BEECROFT

December, 1989

2233
2717
2771

"

2766

2711

2199
2804
2774

2777
2288

2160
2776
2755
2390
2049
2785
2066
2280
2786
3030

2774
2774
2141
2780
2118

2119

50 New North Rocks Road NORTH ROCKS

02 5204224
047 541917
047 512838

"W

02 6252380

047 514587

02 0443519
005 613952
047 391528
047 542148
049 523897
02 6323258
047 515293
045 773706

02 560 3185
047 878342
02 4277370
049 467903
063 356239
03 7410113

».

04T 392440

02 0461481
047 822825
02 8721149

02 4841512
0Z 8713470

THE CIUB HAS THE FOLLOWING ITENS FOR SALE

BMSC Club stickers
BMSC Metal Badges

BMSC Embroided Badges

Miners lamp bulbs

Low
High .
Halogen

@ $0.50
@ $2.00
@ $2.00

@ $1.20 ea.
@ $2.00 eae
@ $4.20 ea.
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STYLE , .
Publishing, Consulting Services
PO Box 78, Hampton, Victoria 3188 Tel: 03 598 7250

217

ORDER FORM

Please supply me with the following titles:

Copies og Bushwalking Through History - The Blue Mountains
13.95

Copies of Bushwalks in the Hunter Valley
$12.95

Copies of Canoeing the Rivers and Lakes of New South Wales
$12.50

Copies of Canoeing the Rivers and Lakes of Victoria
$12.50

Copies of Canoeing the Rivers and Lakes of Queensland and
the Northern Territory $14.50

No charge for postage

Enclosed is my cheque for $

Name

Address

Postcode

Date
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