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COLD CAN D3 YOU IN.

Hypothermia, the lowering of the body's inner heat, perhaps by no more than
3.5 degrees, can cause death.

The temperature of the hands and feet can drop 20 degrees below the normal
37 degrees C without lasting harm. But a relativly small drop in the
temperature ot the body core will kill yous; it makes no difference whether
_you're in water, the wilderness, @ house without heating or a car that ‘has -
frun out of .petrol. : S

You can survive three weeks without food, and three days w1thout water, but
without warmth you will be Tucky to last three hours.

Hypothermia is a danger even in mild temperatures - say, between ten and

zero degrees. Indead most cases develop in this seemingly harmless range.
Being wet and in the wind at such temperatures can be fatal, for the thermall
conductivity of water is 32 times that of still air at the same temperature. |

-

The moment ycur body begins to los2 heat faster than it produced it, { ‘-

hypothormia threafcns According to recent research, the body reacts in a
series of pradictable ways -~ Arcund 1.5 degrees below normal, shivering
begins - an automotic boay procass to create heat. But it takes energy to

shiver - comnarable to what is expanded sawing wood - and the heat loss 1

continues. Tn2 more the core temperature drops, the legs efficient the
brain bnfjwes.

At 35 degress L

cannot opan a panknife or 1lcht a match. At 34.4 degrees, you will stop
shivering, bui cvery nc and then will experience uncontrollable shaking.
Your system, avtom.ifically gziting rid of carbon dioxide and lactic acid,
also releases blood suzar and a little adrenalin, giving you a surge of
energy, which causas the violent chaking. This last desperate effort by the
body to produce aeat utilizes a tremendous amount of energy.

By this time if comsone was to ask you your name and telephone number, you "

probably wouldn't know them, for tha brain has become numb. If noth1ng is
done, death may cccur as soon s 1% hours after the shivering starts.
_ g

The spead with which Hyooticraia develops denends on the amount of energy
available to start with., Tha trick is to conserve your energy by limiting
muscular acticn and reducing bodyv-heat loss.

There is no ciothing that is u|f=ctive in every situation, Duck down, best
for stopping wind, is no use when wet. - The clear plastic which protects
against rain is not, by itself, a good insulator against cold. Wool has the
peculiar virtue of drying frem within, kecping the body warm even when wet.
Never wear jeans when the re is any possibility of exposure to cold. Loose
woven, the denim of blue jeans not only allows water to penetrate but permits
wind to blow away warm air. Cotton absorbs water like a wick, and quickly
becomes soaking wet,

If you find ycurself without proper protection, use your wits. Pad clothing
with any soft, fluffy or relativly tulky material. Dry grass and moss can

be used as emergency insuiation. Pieces of paper packed in side your clothes
are also heipful.

Most of all protect your head. The head is the most efficient portion of

the body's heating system. A person who leaves his head unprotected mav lose
up to half tha body's totai h2at preduction. There is an old mountaineers
saying "ﬁhen your feet are cold, put on your hat."”

dy wemparature, dexterity is reduced to a point where you [

1
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Dry clothes and adequate shelter are the keys to survival. If a person is
showing the warning signs to Hypothermia which include - shivering, poor
co-ordination, stumbling, thickness of speech and loss of memory, the ideal
procedure is to submerge the gictim in a tub_of water heated to 43.5 degrees
and if he is conscious force him to consume large quantities of warm heavily
sugared Tiquids.

If in the fie]d, replace wet clothing with dry, move to warm sheltered spot -
and put as much insulation as you can between the victim and the ground.

Try and keep him awake, as you lose more of your body heat while sleeping
than when awake, and administer fluids.

Remember it is not always the strongest that survive. Most Tikely it will
be those who think clearly. Your brain is your best survival tool.

Anon.
et dededododede Jede dede Lode dedo ded dede ke dedede ke

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

The Yerranderie township, which once produced the richest silver in
Australia, is to be restored and reopened as a tourist attraction if plans
of a Sydney architect are fulfilled.

The township, which was once a thriving community, it now a collection of
broken down buildings and water:filled mines.

However, Miss V. Lhuede of Sydney, along with a young cousin have big
development plans for the area.

The restoration of the original buildings does not pose a great problem, but
an access road to the area does.

The area is controlled by the Sydney Water Board which would 1like tc keep
Miss Lhuede and her company, Tonalli and Engineering Company, out.

However, the area boarders onto the Wollondilly Shire Council and Miss
Lhuede 1is trying to get the Council to open up a road into the site.

She is determinad woman and came from Sydney last week to attend the
Wollondilly Shire Council to make application for a road and to request
assistance.

However in spite of three weeks of negotiating with the Shire Clerk,
Mr. R. I. Love, and other Council staff, she was not given a hearing.

The only entrance into the old township is via the Great Western Highway
and then over a Land Rover track, a distance of more than 100 miles.

If she could get Council assistance for a road in from its southern
boundary” the distance would be cut down to well under 100 miles.

Miss Lhuded said a mining company had already pumped one of the mines clear
of water and there was still rich silver in the mine.

Already she has taken visitors into the area and she believes that the
township would become a major tourist attraction cnce she gets it developed.

Last weekend another group visited the area.
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"This is going to be a tremendous thing once we get it off the ground,”

Miss Lhuede said; "In a direct Tine it is only 60 miles from Sydney and if
I can get the Council to help me with a road it will give the people. of-

- Sydney somewhere close to.gp to see something of historical 1nterest instead
of having to trave1 hundreds of miles."

*************************

ELECTRONICS HELP}NG THE NOMBAT

The slow moving Austra11an wumbat may owe its. cont1nued existence to the
‘wonders of the electronic age.

C.S.I.R.0. researchers have electronically monitored the.woﬁbat and the
climate inside its burrow to determine how it lives and where it will live
best.

The C.S.I.R.0. says that the result could lead to improved management of
future nature reserved whera wombat colonies will thrive and the security
of the species guaranteed.

In the Putty area, near Sydney researchers from the C.S.I.R.0. division of
wildlife research have been monitoring wombat burrows in a study lasting
12 months.

Using radio transmitters and sensing devices the team has been able to
~accurately record burrow climates.

They found that in summer when outside air temperatures socared to 40 degrees
Celsius the burrow remained at about 20 degrees Celsius.

In winter, when cutside air tempcratures dropped to freezing, the burrow
remained above seven degrees Celsius.

Humidity in the wombat's home remained in the region of 70 to 100 per cent
year round.

The wombat's body temperature has also been monitcred by a small racdic pill
inserted in the neck.

dekkkdodkkkkkkkkikkkkkidkkkikk

DINGOES MAY NOT BE DOGGED BY KILLER TAG MUCH LONGER.

A C.S.I.R.O. team is 1n central Australia on a study which could clear the
name of the dingc.

Preliminary findings throw doubt on the pcpular image of the dingo as a
cowardly, vicious, sharp-toothed carnivore that should be wiped out, and
show<that the graziers' traditional alarm could be unfounded.

Results show that the dingo's diet consists mainly of small game - rabbits,
rats, lizards ancd birds - with wallabies also being a major item of the diet.

In the south-ecast area, only 4 percent of the dingo's diet was sheep.
Sheep and cattle were eaten only when there was no cther food - and cattle
only when they were dead.



Clever

The team's study also shows that the pure dingo faces extinction, particularly
in the eastern highlands where an estimated 75 per cent are already crossed
with domestic dogs.

The team, led by Dr. Alan Newsome, of the Wildlife Research Division in
Canberra is completing field work in a 10 year study.

Mr. Lionel Hudson, author of the beok Dingos Don't Bark and soon to make
a documentary film on the dingo, said: "The dingo is the smartest animal I
have encountered.

"It has keener senses of sight, smell and hearing than most other animals
and, with the right training could be of great value to man.

"I know of a dingo that was taken into a supermarket on a leash. A mother
asked her daughter in a stroller to pat the 'doggy' and the dingo Tlicked

the baby's hand. When toid the animal was a dingo, the mother ran screaming
from the shop."

Mr. Hudson said it was impossible to get evidence to prove the dingo is a
wandering killer.

The C.S.I,R.0. study suggests that dingoes rarely wander far from home and
hardly ever live in packs. '

“"No wild animal should have to justify itself to man," said Mr. Hudson,"but
we should treat them with respect.”

He said it was probably the purest breed of dog - not having mixed with
other breeds from the time Australia was isolated from the land to its
north about 12,000 years ago, to the coming of the white man,

More than $1 million is paid every year for dingo scalps.
Preserved.

And the 9€G0km dingo fence through N.S.W. , Queensland and South Australia,
designed to protect sheep, is the longest fence in the world.

But the dingo has survived the fences, guns, traps, pcisons and its own
bad name.

Few people dispute that it has taken a toll of stock during droughts, when
there is little else to eat, but conservationists argue that even this
could be beneficial - it helps stronger sheep to survive.

Mrs Bernice Waiters, a dog breeder at Bargo, N.S.W., said: "Laws should be
relaxed so dingoes can be studied and trained in captivity by selected
individuals."”



6 Colite Vol.8
_ HOME NADE AMPHIBIAN A VERSATILE FISH CATCHER.

Labor1ous1y hauling dinghies on and off trailers and up and down beaches
made me think there must be 2 better way. The obvious answer was an
amphibian - something that would take itself into the water and out again -
and so I decided to build one.

Fellow fisherman Max TerJesen and I, in two months of long days and late
nights, designing and redesigning, and building and rebuilding, finally
produced exactly what was needed - 2.5 m, go anywhere, four wheel drive
boat.

Now, instead of towing a dinghy to the beach, lifting it from the trailer,
carrying it across the sand, loading nets and launching into the surf, and
then repeating the whole process in reverse, we simply drive to the beach,
across the sand and into the water without missing a beat. At the end of
a day's fishing we drive the boat home again and park it in the garage.

The vessel is 5.2m (17 7t.) long, has a beam of 2.1 m (7 ft. 3 in.) and draws
0.75 m (2 ft. 6 in,) from wheels to waterline. Top speed in the water is
seven knots and on land it is thecretically capable of 100 kph.

The vessel is powefed by 2 six-cylinder petrol motor (Holden) through two
differentials - front and rear wheels and four wheel drive gear box, and a
17.5 cm (7 in.) water jet from a power take-off shart (PTO).

The boat has all the conventional transmission gears of a normal 4WD vehicle.
The driver can select any combination of gears or jet to give high or low
revs.

The particular fibraglass hull used was chosen for its full bilges, compar-
atively large carvying capacity, and easy adaption to a jet unit. A larger
hull could bz fitted but its beam might cause problems on the road.

The craft has been build rcund 2 Land Rover chassis and transmission. The
differentials have bzen worked over to prevent water seeping in, and the wheel
brakes replaced with pedal- operauec transmission brakes.

The clutch, gearbox, brakes, steering and PTO are all inside the hull and need
no special treatment. The tail shaft exit is covered by a fabricated necprene
rubber boot and a grease- Tubricated stern-type bearing.

The front wheel axle is fixed to the hull. The rear wheels are attached
to the hull like those on the front end of a tractor - hanging from a
central point on the diifcrential and thus able to more easily traverse
rougn ground.

The deck is self-draining, the engine box fitted so that it is waterproof
yet with easy access, and the hull has two plugs Ffitted for convenient
draining on shore. The vessel needs Tittle more overall maintenance than
a conventional four- wheel-drive vehicle or a 5 m boat could go, a one-
metre surf included.

You simply drive to the beach, put the vessel into four-wheel-drive, and
head into tbe water. Near the point of flotation you put the PTO in gear,
put the wheel gearbox in ncutral and steam about your business. You can
also leave the wheals in drive to make the going easier in shallow water.

Leaving the water you put the gear box in gear and drive up the beach.
Clear of the water you kick the PTO out and continue uninterrupted. It
has a conventional sieering wheal and a conventional radiator and fan.

~We felt that in the Port Fairy area there was a need for a vehicle that
““could reach the out of the way and generally unfished beaches without the
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problems of conventicnal boals.
Army duwks are favr too large and unmanoouvrable, not to mention unavailable,
and the price of thz Amy's new 'Lark' is out of most people's:reach.

By comparison the home-made cmphibian was put together in a garage from a
:ﬁcckedhLand Rover and a ¥ibrezalass hull at comparatively Tittle expense.

We have used it Tor v

ok 1o szer fishing, mesh netting and beach seining.
I could also transport sh
8s, &

~ gear to or from vessels moored in areas with
couid opcrate as a rescue vessel during floods.

no wherf facilities,
This vessel was a ‘ons-off' project but if reaction is favourable we will
look at commerc tion in the future.

. S . e
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BLUZ WATER, LTD. 2.0, 20X 123, CARRCLLTCH

S20RGIA 20117,
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Thank you {or sziecting Blue 'Wotor Rope as yeuy caving rope. We at Blue
Hater Lic. helicve this vopo to be mostht varsatile caving rope on the market
due o the2 Tuct That @t was dioigrﬁﬂ pr“c|a11v for caving and incorporates
special consiruceicrn featusas o enabie it to pervorn va2ll under the most

[is is not a duram1c rope and should not be

Le
ditricult caving conditicus.

used for & stat

™ PO | A
- R AN

’? do not menutnelin
s the THZ'C','I Coim g
1eng?h OFf yong ang

2 production procedure that some
ria;n number of "defects" per
bo of first cuality. We do

not foilow ihis er any defect important and scrap
and ropa tint v et ”13 suitable for caving.

Every ropa is made H:t is free of any knots or
splices. This asures 2 spezified breaking strength
*1o‘h its entiv. EA.jt. 12 i3 an expensive way to
manyiactuye voie bub' ke i coassary in ovder to offer the

best rope possible o ouy auséonzes. Mo realize that the average production
worler can noct appres’ b ¢ mai

ntaining such 2 high quality
& nalke tha rope. All of our rope

: rope himsert and can appreciate the 1
niici €0 th2 manutecturing procedure.

e

is made by a ran
imporiance ofF carevyl atih
Many cavaers have zshad us how tn care 727 the ir rope. We recommend that the
rop2 be'washed whon mud o divt becomes excessive as the removal of the
abracive material will Tergthcn the 1iTe o7 your rope. When washing your
rope use coid water end a miid sozp or dutcrgerb. Since washing the rope
will resu’t in the shrinioce of the nylon fibars, some stiffing of the

rope witi be.poticed - . 4 is=£1|fnes: #u1i disappear after the
first roppai are stretchad almost back to their
origina} Ieugt

h the:r rope before La?HQ so that the outﬂr sheatkfibres

s2. Thic tands to cinse the sheath strands so that it 'is
» dirt to penciratza the rope. '

fnother dmportans factor in the r“?a o7 your vop2 is the proper padding of
your rorc in the asava. Any vope will abraide if not properly padded at the
point of contest. Tue i’h: :ﬂr;x"wction of cur rope resists abrasion
better than othar construciion but the rope hiii still wear if not protected,
The cutor sizair is a protective covering and thus the load -bearing strands
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are protected which is not the case with a twisted rope. This gives you a
much wider range of protection in the event that your rope comes off of the
pad or if it is impossible to pad the rope at certain points. As you use
your rope and some wear does take place, a fuzz qill appear on the surface

of the rope. This is normal and should be of nc concern until the wear is

so great that the white core shows through the sheath. Since the core strands
contribute 70% of the breaking strength of the rope, wear of the outer

sheath will no greatly affect the breaking strength of the rope. However,
when the sheath strands are worn to the point that they can no longer protect
the load bearing core strands, replace your rope.

Shown below are some of our tested results and specifications that should be
of interest to you.

SIZE: 7/16" diameter,

MATERIAL: 1GC0% numicn

CONSTRUCTION: Double twisted nylon strands in sheath - single twisted strands
in core.

KWEIGHT: App. 18 feet/1bs.

STRETCH: App 1% when weighted with 250 1bs.

SHRINKAGE AFTER WASHING: App. 5% MAXIMUM BREAKING STRENGTH: 7000 1bs.
BREAKING STRENGTH USING MIDSHIPMAN'S KNOT ON ONE INCH STEEL BAR: 5400 1bs.
MAXIMUM SHEATH SLIPPAGE WHEN ENITRE SHEATH CUT AND JUMAR PLACED UNDER CUT

AND LOARED WITH 250 LBS: 8 inches.

BREAK TESTS USIiG GIBBS ASCENDERS.

7/16" Goldiine Rope broke at 1800 1bs. Rope damaged at 1300 1bs.
7/16" BLUE KATER II Cam broke at 2025 1bs. Rope damaged when cam broke.

THE COULD LEAGUER

FOR CONSZRVATION:

In this country, half a century agc, conservation was emerging. In fact,
many aspects of the conservation idea are still being hammered out.

So the formation of the Gould League of Bird Lovers, back about half a
century, was a most modern innovation. The Tree Warden's League came
somewhat later. These organizations were designed to develop an interest
by school children in birds and trees.

Today, evenis have proven that it is not possible to save birds without
their homes; without soil most plants will die and without plants almost
nothing can live. IT air and water carries poisons, all living things are
eventually affected.

A1l of these things: the scil, the air, the water, the warmth and Tight
of the sun, the plants and the animals, make up the world we live in. This
is our habitat, our environment.

The art of taking care of our habitat is cailed conservation.

It would not be sensible to think only of saving the birds, or only the
mamnals, or only the soil, or only the trees.

For this reason the Gould League of Bird Lovers and The Tree Wardens have
decided to merge. Members of both organisations will become members of
The Gould League.

An exciting future.........
Hold your wrist so that you can feel your pulse beat. Do you know that
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each beat of your pulse happens at about the same time as an extra human
is born. Another human that will need fresh air, water, warmth, space,
food, shelter, work, and interesting surroundings.

Unless each of us thinks hard and werks hard in taking care of our habitat
we will all get less and Tess fun out of Tiving.

Today's and tomcriow's Gould League members have an exciting and important
part to play in looking after our habitat. Before we can do that properly,
we must learn its secrets - :

* the part plants play in keeping our air supply in good condition;

* how man and his industry pollute the air and water;

* how garbage and sawage changes the fresh water into a fluid that can't
support Tish;

* yhat plants, birds, marmals, insects, and all other animal life need from
their habitat; *

* how each living thing is part of an immense web of life;

* what conditions kezp the soil healthy.

When we begin to worry about what makes up our habitat we find no shortage
of interesting probicns to study.

The world is our home and cur habitat; the forests, the fresh air, the birds,

the mammals ave all part of it. Whatever we do to it will affect each one
of us - only we can lock after our home, the Earth.

THE SADDEST TALE

Whilst orn a hike one Summer's day

We found a Refuge by the way.

An unfrequented clearing in the shade, °
Where birds cang and wild 1ife played.
And hera in this sheltered wood,

This restful haven. lore we stood.

We Tistened to the merry throng

0f chirping, chuckling birds in song.
But we knew (and it's te our shame)
That as soon as other people came,
That they would do their very best

To ruin this secluded place of rest.

The hikers track became a path -

The path in turn became a road.

An¢ then in one long eniess stream,

Cars and caravans could be seen.

People travelled in their cars

So that they could sleep beneath the stars.
They hungered for the country life,

Free from cares and city strife.

But though they longed Tor quiet bush days,
They brought with them their city ways -
Their blankets, mattrasses and tents,

And all their civilized implements,
Transistors and radiograms,.

Canned foods and babies prams,

Hunters guns and fishing gear,

And various kinds of bottles cheer.

The frightened bush life roved away,

And left the hunans to their play.

They shot the cucks in and out of season,
And chopped down tre2s witheut rhyme or reason.
And so by vandalizm and desecration,

e et * L p— E——
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A haven was turned. into.desolaticn,

When we returned at a later day,

We found garbage and decay,

Broken bottles and empty tins.

What an unhygienic mess the place was in'.
Why is it humans only enjoy,

Something that they can destroy.

And if ther's a moral in this tale,

It's keep humans away from a Nature Trail.

from: the 'Gould Leaguer' Vol 1 No. 1 Feb. 1969.
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SPELEOLOGY From: Encyclopedia Britanica Year -bhook 1975.

In 1973 new discoveries and more surveying in the Holloch (the Swiss cave
that is the second longest in the world) brought its length to 745 mi. In
the U.S.S.R. the Optimistitscheskaja Cave was explored to a total length of
57 mi.making it the third longest. A new plan of Organ Cave, in Greenbrier
County, U.Va., showed it to be 34 mi. Iong. In England the length of the
Easegill Cave system was extencded to 17 mi. by the discovery of a new series
of passages linking the bottom end of founty Pot tc the Lancaster Hole
highway near Coinas Cavern.

A British karsti rescorch expedition spent six months in northwest Venezuela,
investigating the ave: rear Pur1magua Many caves were explored for the
first time including *he 1,000 ft deep Guarataro, the second deepest in
South Amarica. The qui»nt cave fauna was studied and also the hydrology
of the underground water fiows.

Bibima Cave in New Guinea was explored tc a sump at a depth of 1,620 ft. by
Kevan Wilde and others. It thus hold the Southern Hemisphere depth record.

A team from McMastoen un1ver31ty in Canada descended 1nto Yorkshire Pot, in

the Rockies, the bottom of which they Tound sealed by a mud sump at 1,260 ft;
it became ti.2 deepest. Ancrican cave north of Mexico.

Several important deep explorations tock place toward the end of 1972. The
Abime Club Toulonnais found extensicns in the Chourum des Aiguilles

(Hautes - Alpes, France) that made it 3,215 ft. deep and thus the third
deepest in the world. In the Gouffre du Cambou de Liard (Hautes-Pyrenees)

a terminal sump was reached at 3,062 ft. A depth of 2,799 ft. was attained
in the Sumidero ¢e Callagua near Santander in northern Spain; the bottom
of the cave was not reached, however, for the explorers were halted by a
shaft for which they nad no more tackle. Explorers from Trieste, Italy,
were stopped by a lake at a depth of 2,411 ft. in the Abisso Enrico Davanze.
In the French Alps and three-man exploration team discovered the Scialet

de Genieux, and by the end of the year they reached the bottom, at 2,215 ft.

A cave containing prehistoric wall paintings was discovered in the Alpes-
Maritimes departement of Frarce. The discovery was by experts from the
Museum of Pitehistoric Anthropology at Monaco. A muscum was opened at the
cave of Chou-k'ou-tien, near Peking the site of the discovery of Peking
Man.(Sinzathropus pehkinensisj.

The year marked the 123th anniversary of the Count de Nointel's descent
on Dec. 22, 1673, intu the Antiparcs Cave in the Greek islands. This was
an ambitious axnlaratinn inunlvina the use of laddere and wonoe
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TRIP REPORT
" CLIEFDEN CAVES.

DATE : 25th - 26th October, 1975
AlM: General Caving
MEMBERS PRESENT: P. Coburn TL. Greg Powell, Ted Matthews + 2. Lewis Carey,

Peter Payne, William Brown, Karl and Louise Bilger + 4,
Jack & Alma Cummings, Tony E1lis, Allan Phillis.

VISITORS: Robart E1lis, Dianne E1liot, Tony Styan, C. Miller,
Jim Rowe.

_ The trip started at the General Meeting on Friday night. Despite us trying
to cut it short we still didn't get away till 12pm. Half way through the
meeting we were invaded by:a delegation of 6 from the small town north of
Sydney called Newcastle - the ring leader being Greg Powell. Three of the
number had decided to join the club. Our noble treasurer Gwen having been
wakened up by this strange occurance immediately extracted $6 out of the
three kids, with which they became prospective members with all the
privileges this entails. Ha Ha.

Meanwhile back to the trip Karl, Louise & family and myself and Carol

arrived at the shack about 3.15am to find Jack & Alma setting up residence,
they left halt an hour before us and beat us by 5 minutes - not bad consider-
ing the winds that was blowing us from one side of the road to the other.

Everyons then went to bed, for what it was worth.

Next morning, sorry later on the same merning, you guessed it those
minature 4 by 2 legged alarm clocks are at it again (for those not in the
know, the Bilger Kids). ' ;

Karl and myself tried to get the hot water going but found the cdam all
silted up over the inlet pipe, we cleaned that but still found the pipe all
cloggad up. MNo matter what we tried we couldn't clear it despite Jacks help
as well. We all went back and had breakfast. The Newcastle crowd had
arrived, I had the room to myself and next minute there was 7, slightly
crowded.

We went to Murder first, leaving the cars at the silo and walking the rest -
of the way in the pouring rain and the strong wind by the time we reached

the entrance the rain had stopped but we were nearly blown off the side cf
the hill and we'd managed to lose about 6 bods. Eventually all and sundry
had assembled, and the game called "find the gate" was attempted and achieved.
The party consisted of 11 people, Dianne, Lewis, Tony (Styan), Peter, Greg,
William, Karl, Jack, Alma, Carol and Myself. '

The next couple of hours were spent exploring the left hand extension to-
the final chamber and the right hand extension with the skeleton. The
shutterbugs were busily snapping away, also the prospectives and visitors
were introduced to caving Cliefden style (watch it fellows the bug is
catching). I ended up some %" tunnel with three others while the rest of
the party managed to take the low road instead of the high road to the
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brought out a porta gas burner and proceeded to cook sausages, 1t had to be
seen to be be11eved =1 tHe entrance of Murder vet. S "
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1 gaVe Jaék ‘the. ke to CL ¥ h11 we f1n1 hed. 1unch and then wendered across
to Main' Cliefde H to' the Ma?n Chamber ‘to’ f1nd all told 15 peop1e and ik
Teds. 2/ ¢hildren: - th]k~about Pitt Street! | There were bods everywhere,, . :
| Photos were, tekeneend 1" neyer knew we had s6 many posers jin. the c ub’ _ﬁ?
you waq;edjsemebne %0nf311 ar phggg yeu only had toiyel 1o Next tp1ng_you A
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Morejeﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂénﬁéﬁaﬁeﬂ”fﬂfﬁﬁﬁ?oﬁg5““HedWeﬁejéFagua11y runn%ﬁg out of Words
to describe it,. On reaching,a:rock:slab with a difficulticlimb and with 9
no_hand: holg; and an;y extrem91Y.s11ppary bit,uthesgirls| dec1ded o ]eave thé
se1c1d§§ act tp fhe fe]1ows 4:50 wemwent.up to- the: s1ab -

0Ff to- the) 1ght were g5 coup]e of deao end tunne1s one. end1ng in a sma?1
room with" 1ots of° perfrct]y formed crystals up to about 10 cms long - there
ended up quite a queue to/Took at them. "But the way on was left, this area
was very familiar as I1'd been here over a year agoc with members of 0SS
surveying. I am still trying to find the tunnel to the lower entrance and
the Noonameena gate. We Tollowed the very strong draught. Karl & Tony
dissappeared into a tunnel and Greg and Myself into another and we traced
the draught into a very crumbly area through an easy squeeze and then the
dam thing vanished. We backtracked and found the draught again, tried some
more side tunnels and still lost it, so we went back to find Tony, Karl

and Lewis, following the tunnels which eventually led to where we went. Greg
and I put out our lights and when:Lewis passed underneath, Greg then ‘jumped
in front of him yelling Yowie! Yowie! The affect had to be seen to be
believed. By the expreso10n of terror and disbelief on Lewis's face and i
the app11cat1on of ‘reverse gear by, said party ‘we were not disappocinted. -
Laughter was forthcoming and it was a good 10 m1nutes hefore we moved ‘back
the way Greg and myself had ‘come in. Wle picked up all- the stragglers and
got everyone eventually back to the BQO¢ Room, had a head count-asking: those
not present’to put up their hands. Proceeded in dribs and drabs to the main
chamber then outside and locked the gate performing the usual gymnasticsy, '
approximate time out 6.30pm. ' : o vEEN @

Back'té_the(shaCk_forethefusual_ffghf.eﬁeck‘and Tiquid: refreshments.

Good Start next morning undérground'by 9am. I wanted to go to Taplow but
the river was swollen to 4 times its normal size and there were no takers to
swim the river. So we went to CL 69 (Molengulli) party underground consisted

of:- Dianne, Lewis, Tony(Styan), Peter, Greg, William, Louise, Jack, Tony,
Robert, Allan, Jim and myself.

Everyone watched me wriggle down the CL 70 entrance in amazement ancd with
a Tittle encouragement followed. We spent the next 3 hours exploring the
cave and noted that some more people had been climbing around the Barrier
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Shawl leaving muddy boot and hand marks on the upper side - no reascn for
this as there is another way round. The sump level is about 65 cms higher
than a month ago making the duckunder wet instead of dry. I'm happy to
report that the Nazgal formation is still there and undamaged, mainly due
to its difficult to find location and its hairy climb - and I mean hairy -
up a slippery muddy flow stone. Next on the agenda was up tc the upper
level cave through some phreatic tunnels which makes for some good comments
for the people who haven't been through them before. These come out above
sump level and save going through the pigeon hole squeeze next to the sump.

Emerged at about 12am to the pouring rain but every one being so muddy and
beraggled we could't give a heck any way.

But showing true Cliefden style by the time we got back to the cars the sun
was out, but on getting to the shack it started tc rain again, just goes to
show you can't win. Lunch was had, the shack cleaned out. Trip fees
collected $7.40. Hut Fees $19 keys returned to Bruce and started home
3pm. A very successful weekend.

TRIP_REPORT
WYANBENE CAVE

DATE : 18th - 19th October, 1975.

AIM: General Caving and Photography.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lionel Baker, B. Richard, K. Bilger, L. Bilger, W. Brown,
L. Carey, P. Payne, G. Powell, G. Miller. ,

A late start because of attending a car accident, meant arriving at camp
at 4 am. The party entered at 1lam, Barry staying out (because Louise had
been sick the night before) and allowing Karl to go caving with the rest.

Laddering the first pitch then crawling through that terrible water crawl,
we went straight into the Gun Barrel where first timers were amazed at the
size and shape. Back out again towards Caesar's Hall the mud slope was used
to the advantage of some bods.

The party moved off through Caesar's and on to Frustration . lake where one

person was not satisfied with the water crawl - he had to go in to explore
the far side.

Having finished photos and swimming, we extracted ourselves from the cave by
7 pm.

On Sunday we all made our way to the Big Hole then spent an hour exploring
Marble Arch where Lewis climbed up into a hcle with a large volume of water
coming out, Finding it did no go anywhere he returned.

A hole up high was noted for a later trip. With this we made our way home.

L. BAKER
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TRIP REPORT

CLIEFDEN .
DATE:- - 8th - 9th November, 1975
AIM: - Mini Conference/that wasn't,

MEMBERS PRESENT:~ Phillip Coburn, Carol Miller, Members of UNSWSS, 0SS,
MUSIG, CSS, SUSS.

This trip was under an UNSWSS permit and although I'd heard that it was
going to be a Mini-Conference it turned out to be a weekend designed to
get people familiar with Cliefden Trom as many clubs as possible who were
concerned with saving the area. Its under consideraticn as a possibie dam
site for the planned Bathurst-Orange growth centre. The possible sites
being:~ 1. The Needles (MR 818489) 2. Cranky Rock (MR 733545) 1 inch to
the mile 0S map Canowindra. Both on the downstream end of Cliefden. The
former will flood Cliefden only, the latter will flood Walli as well.

By the time we got started it was after lunch about 1lpm due to some bods

who had gone missing, so when they turned up we all got started in a
procession of cars. After permission had been obtained from the landowner
we proceeded to the top of the ridge and hiked down to the creek and
followed the Belubela (at a leisurely pace) to just past the Needles and
proceeded back upstream having a quick swim on the way. The country side is
extremely pretty and it would be a shame to drown the lot under 30m of water.
Everyone proceeded back to the shack and did sweet all for the rest of the
day. Some people went to continue a dig somewhere and returned in a grotty
condition a few hours later.

Next morning it was llam before we got underground. I'd persuaded 4 bods
from MUSIG + Carol to go into CL 1 mainly for photography. Ian Wood took
most of the rest of the party to Taplow and I believe spent an interesting
couple of hours in the mazes. We spent 5 hours in Main about 3 hours
photography 1 hours caving, 1 hour resting - the only way to cave!: We
went via Boot Room (Suffer Powell I found my way there this time) Gong
Room (somehow missed the Laurel Room) Helictite Wall. One of the visitors
wishes he left his camera in the Main Chamber but was glad he didn't, the
wall is something incredible. The crystals in the crystal room absolutely
blow their minds and leave the visitors lcst for words. We emerged about
4pm and went for a swim (paddle) in Limestone creek to clean up, proceeding
home stopping for tea in Bathurst. At least MUSIG is convinced that
Cliefden is well worth saving that is if it is seriously threatened.

P. COBURN
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nﬁTc - . 15th - 16th Novcrbor, 1975.

CAIM: - General foniliarisation of arcas consisting of Entrance.Cavern to

Lower rivar, Noiite zavern also to railway tunnel, Skull & Cross-

b”WLS and €0'. Pssiily to the middlc bit if t1me allowed, or
entirgy, waichavey gave un first.

MEM3ERS PRZSFMT:~ Ted Matithews TL, 2avry Qlcnard P. Coburn, Tony Ellis,

%?CEZF ”u“ﬂ1no>, Greg Powell. Lewis Carey, Peter Payne,
Witiian Brawn,

Everyone turned o ot Poanoth Fint Setevrduy rorning. By the time tents were
set vp. cuar sorind 0ul, and overyone tregsed un it vas 10.30 am before we
got stavved and 1lam telave we startod .133r~“01rx. The pitch was

Taddered by everyons fiin ter, Teny and my’OIT cbseiled in. We left a
haversack and ket ba.s vwith extra f2ou and junsers and extra ladders and
wl
]

rope at the entrance niicn. khat type of condition vie would be in was
doubtful when w2 ratucaclt o0 its botter o be cale than sorry. Since Ted
and Barry wira the oy onon that nad been in Hawmoth Eeforﬂ 5 or 6 years
p*ev1ous, w2 cane sefoioaly zimed vith ghotost:t maps (you've no idea how
handy they wuve.)
Conglomzrate Covorn was Tou rennugh.  Ted and Greg went one way to
the Mzmmoth H4*“* SR PR sne ;rﬁuw, ﬁﬁ:;y and rivzelf went to find the 40°
with the vest of Lh: nar*y. Al. we 70uUnG, vwas the said pissage, numarous
other tichtizh puassiag:c, .nl tho vay to the Railway Tunnel and Horseshoe
Cavern.

O g
‘_-.

i

Ted vaetuvned %6 (5] vi 1ans iy Ldmfﬂ;H Corccze had 15cms of water din it.
Ceing reinvorzed by cxnivi hois fv <tili ook vs another 30mins. to find it

or at least vt v thausht wos dhe 477, wa nre :ooA"d onvards poking into

every tunrel in sicil, i soivhion ;~:w¢ wrd phreatic passages all over

the place. Eﬁf:?ﬂ:!1y vy vinved op o Sha Coli -e cavern, lunch was

devourad (rpr sandpicies cuu S Lo a daguend but still eatable). 1
L5

had a Iooﬁ at Tower pivYtowere Uity <o that big leg stretch, were one
rave w0l to be Kidding no person in his
lp. Hiiaem

il ne vivee could have peen up probably

needs porichle hand hold:. 7lis
right mind would try 1%, Lut I
about 1.5 molres.

Picturos wore ftelzn dn 7071w ducliding scae tnltiple flash. Phills flash
gun dropp’d Just over & petre and rolled about 3 motres but somehow it is
still work .nﬁ thite "hic was geing on Gree wes climbing/trying to climb
that slnt i:Lo Upper Unlive, Hi* ccrmeiits 1 pelieve were well worth noting.
A rope was Sﬁcv“rd cud Ted Toilowad. Hox” thing about 20 metres or so
above us Greg nppgar'ﬁ 14 2o q_1t oirie, Peter, Tony and myseTf
followed i¥ you thin't vuur geid at ¢limdbing give it a try, it's bloody
awkvard, Fronm thic n;g parch vou leook down on the Onlite cavern far
below.

From here ve proc.odad to the 0al and tho Pisa Chamber but not before we
detrogged, Clemﬁlnj batieries, hands and fezt, it was a funny looking 1ot
of cavers that continued. The Mica Chamber is a place that really cannot
be described, words of any desct?ption would just not do it justice,
photographs cven coi'd not convay the beauty of the area (but that didn't
stop us from trying;. Evervihing is tiruly immactiate, no mud, just

L . . i &
crystalline Tlowstone, vin puols Tike you J”u]dﬁ*t believe, straws, stals,

shawls, pools of cryctal clzar witor surrounded by pool crystal. Walking
on all this, even in clecan bare ozt coemed 1ike an intrusion, old mother -
nature certainly woriad overtinag on this place. e left the area in awe,.
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If 1s much easier Jn1ng down the mud;

hule in the first pTaca

We returned from Oolite 4o the top of tha 40' soma bods going up the ladder.
Ted, Greg and a few nthers of doubtful sanity went up the rockpile much to
their later dismay. From here we went to the Railway Tunnel/Horseshoe
Cavern/ Skul & Crossbonas and Northern Raiiway Tunnel up to the 90' in that

order, gazing in wonderment at the sheer size of tha chamber, also the size
“of the aven in Horseshoo Eaern caught evervones breath.

Some nhntos were taken some of them multiple flash. There's a beaut mud
slide near the Hell Hnle which, as can be imagined, pieased some members of
the party considerably. Me returned to thza nntrance nitch and devoured what
was laft of the fond.

I went out first, self belaying on a single jumar and set up the normal belay,
" Barry came nex It took just under the hour for everyore to come up and all

the gear. But 1f every-one had a jumar it would take half the time.
Interesting thought, yes. A 9% hour trip and well worth the effort. Once
back at camp everyone had tea and crashed, scme more than nthers.

A rather slow start next morning, vondar shy. After sur 2 hcur multi course
breakfast, Greg Tocok those interested (i.e. evervone except Barry and Ted)
to hava 2 Took at Bushrangers. Greq then left mumbling something like a
quick walk in the Magalong Valley? with Lewi€, Peter & William in tow.

After much debate it was decided to have a lenk in J51 (Casteret) not far
Trom camp. This turnad out tn be a 2 hour jaunt into a tight beast of a
cave about 70m long with some very good and quite unusual formations at
%ha bhottom. EZquipment ra2auired was a 20m rope and one of the short 9m
adcers.

The rope had to be tied off outside the cave hacause there is absolutly noth-
ing - (nothing safe) to belay off inside. The cave is reaspnably tight
but no problem except when vou get about 10m in, there is a hdle which seems

about .750. I got down with hattery pack on hut had to take if off coming
back up.

Anyway we got back to camp about 2.33pm and proceaded home via Hampton Road
House.

P. COBURN
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TRIP REPORT
WALLI CAVES - "BMSC V THE THISTLES."

DATE: - 29th - 30th November, 1975
AIM: - General familiarization, exploration & Photography.

MEMBERS PRESENT: - P. Coburn, TL. Greg Powell, Lional Baker, Karl & Louise
Bilger & 4, Barry Richard,

VISITORS: - Carol Miller, Udo and Joan Kahl,

The trip started out on Friday night with everyone supposed to be meeting at
Mandurama at 12pm only everyone turned up at the roadhouse at Raglon near
Bathurst at 11:30pm. I think there is a communication gap somewhere? We
campéd by the roadside near Mandurama preparing a daylight assault teo find
the place since it had been quite a few years since Barry & Lional had been
there, Later on the same morning we preceded to the property of Mr. Rowlands
but not before Barry & Lionel had missed the turnoff by 8 km, good trick?
Some stupid excuse of someone moving the gate. Directions were obtained

and we pushed ontc the northern side of the Walli-canowindra Road. The track
was relatively easy for a while until we had to go across a couple of paddocks
with thistles in them, and I mean thistles! The flamin things were over

2 metres in height but we reached the campsite after Barry's rover had

bashed a zpath through.

We pitched camp on top of the ridge including a tarpolon as a shade shelter,
had breakfast and preceded underground about 1lam going to Piano Cave WA 12

~ 35. Although not a very big cave it does have some areas of good formation.
It was beautiful getting into a cool cave as the temperature was getting

into the high 30's cutside. Most of the formation is dry except for one
section of crystal rimpcols and some rather delicate helictites,

The dry formations in the main chamber are quite impressive including a
canopy of shawls and a set of twin stals., over a metre in height (similar
to Castor and Pollux in B24 Oddessey). There are quite a few interesting
side passages enough to kazsp an average bod occupied for a while, Lional and
myself were busy taking photos while the others explered further, although
one local personage name of Greg Powell was seen sleeping on a ledge., We
exited at about 1:30pm, had Tunch under the shade shelter and decided on
Oolite and Stovepipe system, WA 2-5-6-29-30, after lunch we wandered across.

Lional tried to disappear down one hole and seemed to be having trouble so
we all Teft him and disappeared down ancther (standing around in 100 degree
F temp. is no fun,)sorry 38 degree C, Everyone eventually turned up down
the bottom and we proceeded to explore the system finding further on
downward Calcified Tree Roots over a small but high flowstone. From here
we proceeded up another passage to a tunnel of railway (J15) similarity,
although not the same proportions, it was about 70m long and approx. 5m
high and 3.5m across.

Some photos were taken of flowstones which were various colours rangeing
from pure white to burnt orange and browns but all dry. @eanwh11e Greg
was playing about in a small passage on the eastern (I think) end of the
70m tunnel. This leads to the stovepipe and is about the tightest thing

I have seen. Greg was mumbling about getting some claustrophobic feeling
I was right behind him, yours truly was getting worried. A1l that I could
see was his feet and hearing a great amount of effort being exerted aqd no
apparent movement. He eventually got through and then unfortunately it
was my turn. The squeeze turned out to be banana shapad and about & cms
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sphorter than iy .shou r much effort snoulder squa°h1ng and

A~
ui
chest constricting, Ph

Karl had 2 quick look and beat a hasty retreat, Lioral came next and earned

my 10 points Tor the most eivfort exerted to ground gained. The three of us
thare vere no more takars for the s queeze) proccedﬂd to the stovepipe, had
a cuick lock around, not being real k,en on 2 30m Free climb, although as
much as we could se2e it would not be too hard. Ye went back to the squeeze
and negotiated it acain with & 1ittle effort. Lional took his overalls off
and pushed them through %he hole. Upon rejoining the rest of the party, a
pose photograph was talien and evéryonc proceeded outviards back to camp
about 6.20pm.
Froa theve to a small - about 8U - swimring hoid on the creek not far from
canp, and Ly the tine wa'd returnad to camp for f2a the temperature had
drop;ed guita a bit Lthankfully". Ten was had - everyone went to bed.

P

Rext morning aficr bireakiast of sorts, the Bilger Kids didn't have to wake
13 up it was just too hot by Zam anyway. Ve precoodzad to Deep Hole WAL7,

or triad co. Horey ond Lioral couidn't yemeomber whare it was exactly so we
u;fu, cver an hour in 35 deor2e tcap. looking Tor it (a few people were not
amuced). Tne pitch was r‘,"“ﬂ Trom a convenient {raz everyene was belayed
devm. _Kert end FLanT al:zailed in. I ended up arariiel to the floor,
2 fool off tha dack with he 1£3.07 Ry “V"“T“ careht on the ladder. Greg
reshoncd v vae tho untidiast entrance he had ceen in years. It was a
reliaf to get underground. It stili took Kcr! and nysel? wall over an hour
14 (‘. LY

Up nearby passages and we oroceeded to

By this aua £
axplore tha syzion cood dry halictites in one area. Also
SCmE Ery 5 luwstanus - in the chawier before the maze.

That niaze s absol
p"*:f e CHES LRt

Passages ¢cing everywhere, side

; 3 ntar cornecting, all interesting and

conius :'=. Nods wove coming end disappoaring vn and out of passages for half
an hour tnwil Love yusimlbiriie of order could be ”““Uﬂﬁd There was still
MOTE PASSS 0n LD CH)IOVE LT o¥e ware vtenning out of time. So proceeding

back o the citunse pitel, Borvy self el w'd OL? g balayed everyene out
ih st meoeid ocomtag ottt Sa2st collecting Breg on the tep ledge roiling

the laddars ond ziovring avier 4 houvs LPd“IqTJUﬁd We returned to camp via

Bhin LB entas o Was g o i g i !
the swimning hioies pached wd

i
camp and proceeded homa.
inzt efore cvervong elsc and I heard later he got lost in the
P aad o ciand on the roof of his car to see where he was. (yes
chat bud, ) basdurass Pub was visited on the way home or

- |
= - [
say csraviiad, ihe Tivst ccuple not even touching the cides on the

A11 in ali a good irip Lat a recomendation for Tuture Walli visits, "NOT IN
SR s 1ts %too Bloesy Ho

P. CCTUR
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TRIP_REPORT.
CLIEFDER.

DATE: - 31st January, 1976 - 1st. February, 1976

AIM: - - Cleaning of formations, Main Chamber CL 1,
' Barrier Shawi CL 69.

Further explioration CL 1, Location of lower
entrance and photography.
Photographic visits to Boonderoo CL 3 and TrapdoorCL
Location c¢f entrances to CL 13 Yarrawigah,
Lecation of entrance to CL 5 Taplow Maze and
explcration if time permitted.

MEMBERS PRESENT: - Phiilip Coburn TL, Greg Powell, Karl and Louise
Bilger + 4, Tony E11is, Robert E11is, Peter Payne,
Kevin Rugy.

VISITORS: - Carol Miller, Mark Dixon, David Anderson,
Keith Yates.

Everyone had turned up by 8am Saturday morning, various cleaning materials
were scrounged, buckets, brushes, rags and water containers for the assault
on the formations. WHe precoeded to CL 1, undarground by 9:30am. 11 bods.
in all. The big stal. was attacked first and the twin stal. next to it.
Kevin managed to climb the big stal in bare feet and perched himself on the
top with a sling and scrubbed away merrily. Over the next 3 hours we cleaned
tryed to clean, attemrpted to clean various fovmaticns around the fallen
slabs with varing resuits. A lot of the dirt came off quite easily with
the application of watier and elhow grease, some difficult sections would
require 2 hich pressurs stream of water, and are to hard to get at with a
scrubbing brush. On the big stal. the mud, dirt and signatures which have
been put on cver the years, now has a covering layer of calcite which would
need a light wire bruch for veroval.’

to evaluate the possibility of cleaning the Ice Maidens. With hand cleaning
a rediculous failure, a hicgh pressure hose would seem the best solution.
From here we proceecded to Heliciite Yall tc show our visitors some of the
wonders of Clicfden besidas the mud. This part of CL 1 never ceases tc

amaze me everytime I see it and must Le one of the most beautiful sections
of the whole area.

This trip I managed to locate the lower antrance from inside the system,

so finally the relaticnship of all the various turnels and chambers and where
they are located to each other starts to make sense. We went outwards at
about 1.30pm and grabbed a quick Tunch.

The whip had to be cracked to get the mob moving, we procesded across the
river (Dry) tc Trapdoor, spending some three hours inside on photography,
& General familiarisation. The sump has realy been up (probable due to
recent heavy rain because there were calcite flakes a good 1.5m above the
water level. UWe were all taken back by the deep blue-green colour of the
water it's certainly unusuail.

After proceeding outwards just after 5pm, next on the agenda was to locate
Yarrawigah CL 13/39 entrancas for the next trip. The upper entrance was
located relatively ewsily - jailhcuse bars and all and it the lower entrance
is a tight awkward S shaped tunnel, well we found that too.

From here we walked down stream to locate CL 5 Taplow Maze cave (only we'd

forgotten the number at the time) and if we'd known how far it was downstream
we'd have gone back to the shack bofore we'd started.
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A good Tooking hill was found with cave written all over it and approx.

where we thought Taplow was. Two entrances were located CL 31 and a wired

up hole which nc-one seemed to have been in for years. Greg and I proceeded
in CL 31 via a small chamber then a tight squeeze into a rock area, a bit
unstable where a ladder would be required for further progress, we had a
Tittle difficulty negotiating the squecze (no footholes and its a shame one
put gravity into reverse gear) much te the chuckling delight of Tony and Karl.

We all wandered back to the cars, but net until Greg after testing the
stability of a log, fell flat on his face in the centre of the river

umbrella and all, a perfect finish to a good days caving and trogging. .Gear
was cleaned and before iong a couple of bods were seen floating downstream

in various states of undress. Ail and sundry returned to the shack for tea
and a good nights sleep.

Mext morning after waiting an hour for the rain to clear which it didn't we
proceeded to Boondergso CL 3 for photography leaving the cleaning of the
Barrier Shawl in CL 1 f{or the next trip. Getting underground we proceeded
via the rockpile (interesting saueezing) and some via the normal slide in
route. It's certainly an extremely pretiy cave the flashes having a field
day. OQur visitors quite impressed with the cave, we proceeded outwards
about 1pm after 3 hours caving. Hext came the fun and games driving back to
the silo,lasscns in 2 wheel drifts and sliding will be given by members con
the next trip. After packing up we all left about 3pm for home. It was an
uneventful trip home excapt for Phils Hillman Hunter undergoing some
unintentional structural aiteraticns at Katoomba, my personal thanks to Karl
and Louise for staying and lending a hand and for Greg Towing me 26 miles
home. I believe I owe Greg one free tow.

TRIP FEES $4.80 HUT FEES. $13

P. COBURN
POSTSCRIPT ON THE WEEKEND.

Although we achieved our original purpose of the weekend (i.e. cleaning of
the formations in CL 1 Main Cliefden) the results however, pleasing as they
were for time/energy expanded and materials used. We did manage to clean
quite well the formations that were descended upon, however, I believe that
with a bit of planning we could achieve a l1ot.

Therefore I propose that the club accept as a project for 76' the cleaning
of the formations in CL 1, It is not beyond our resources to adept this anc
should be an interesting problem cne might say from a technical/equipment
viewpoint. But like any project it needs adequate support.
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TRIP REPORT y
TUGLOW CAVES.

DATE : 29tn February, 197s.

AIM: Familiarisation of area, ;nT‘u11am observation, Photography.
MEMRERS PRESENT: P. CoLurn TL, B. Richard, L. Baker, C. Miller, K. Bilger
+ 4, .. Bilger, T. E1115

We left Springwood just after 7am. after a certain TL slept in and was 25 min.
late. Everyore p11cv 1ntn Carry's Landrover and Karl's borrowad Suzuki

Jeep, beliave it o not. After debating which way to go it was decided to

go in the back 1ay off ¢ uehars Ridoz via Shootors Hill. Mt. Warcng etc.

We stopped to Took at Vorong Falls, 1*1ru has to be cz2n to be believed in
flood, the vhole .8110 was on? shoet of watar from top to bottom. After
numercus pichuras we procecdeu t) Tuglow arriving zbout 11.30am. The

Suzuki juzt handlad eva vtRing ia dts strida aven with 3 adults and Karls

4 kids ‘and gear, an,/ine wne believes this thirg ic just a toy has not seen

it perform in the bush.

Soon after 2 avrived and swerted to trog un 2 grow walked up the gully
from the Kevmung River, this bunch of Yobe cavers ware actually contempleting
going into T;j?Gw. 1L"_ vera 0 i1l 9“Uip aa chan 1t was enough to make

a normzl spaien guise in his boots il ;"‘!ﬂ 1ncun““eru]y and swear blind

'

that ha never warts to ses & ~ave coain (wha a ridiculous thought.)

Vel

We spoke ta tir wrip Gecdor [/ ocaied vool 1.2, tha blcke that was carrying
the 1orom dignelan rep (atout 27" dimaator) that ﬂa1d re'd been caving
before at Tvaiow (wiich was doubtfui) Bummy vead them the rnqu1rements of
caving in 23 Naticnol Pork. Overald iroi. the dictt Csn,n and observation

of the party they vern:-

a) Caving without a pz.ait (vz had the enly onz Tor the weekend.)
b) 111 eauipved (tha vone thnw | d in a pink fit!)

Cnly one porgon nad o bach vet, thore w:s no cthar he
by any othir mem.er oy the pertyv. Licht sources consisted of 2 lucky
lights. Ciotrirng consisuwed of Jeans, shirt etc. Most of the males had
on shor:, ons bloke *hats ail he nad on. Shoes were mo stly of a light
rature (sendshooe QLH.}.

c) Party consisiad of o mixcs group in the 18 - 23 age group, about 12 or
so in nuizber.

d) Obviously 111 lcd, Cnaly can or two had been caving before and only one
apparent}y at Tugiow.

e) Later on Berry and Licnel wora helping some of them down the ladder pitch
and threugh to the top of the chisncy and saved a couple of the party
(female memoers - 1% Figuras doasn't it) from vhat could have been a

rather perilouc rosition.

We

iy d T orourd pat nQVP truste
a*t a _pparre] worn
is

0

I1'17 Teave =2veryene to their cwn conclusion and assumptions but I can only
stress that the N.F. & V.S, vould extrect the digit and give us the go
ahead. Both for the caves protaction (as its quite unique) and for peoples
protection (to protect them from LL:T:;1ves} because that place is lousy
with drops.

Anyway baci: 1o tae trip, we proceeded in about 12 em, rigged the pitch with
a ladder, had a loc in the Diamond Mine, the N.W. end of here a solution
tube goes down to th2 river level, one could hear the deep rumble of the
water, almost deufoninu far belcw us,.. The ropzwas tied through the
‘window and fed down the coimmey and we 21l uced the abseiling technique
evzl. The river was r2ally Tlowing, sater being

b
~
e

Wy
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12 - 16 cm over the rimstone dams downstreat from the entrance pitch. 1
Coming down we noticed & Tot of rubbish, cans, batteries etc., which there )
is absclutaly no excuse for considering it hasn t been long since the place
was cleanad out.

When Barry and Licnel finally put in an appearance after aoing their chivalry
bit helping the othar party., lunch was ned. We proceeded to the Book Room
performing the usual gymnastics getting there much to the dismay of the
Tuglow first timers. I wonder if those walls are getting further apart.

Once at the Book Poom the shutterbugs (Karl and myself)got busy while the r
rest just bummed around.

One photo was taken of the shawl (the one which some galah put his foot =
Lhrough) in the scuthwest cornar for bdrry s Tuglow submission.  Although L
enarcy was wiliing time was not, this is as far as we went, we proceeded

unaventfully outwards ex «cept for Carol getting a bit unnerved in the-chimney,
out at 5.45 pm. Cor

We procecded ncmewards oett’nb to Springweod about 10.30pm.  Lionel, Tony (
and myself had a drive of the Suzulki coming home which perfﬂrmcd extreme1y

well, all of us being suitably impressed, off road especially, it made it

lock easy. On the road it has a tendency to locse umph on the hills.

Mext toip all the way to the left hand extension.

F. COBURN
w***%i*w*%*w********
TRIP REPGLY
_ THUBER CARYOH TRIP .
CATE: 7th Maych, 1976, ( I
MEVBTDS PiEsedT: P, Cobwrn, G, Pcovell, G. Cummings, C. Miller, K. Bilger, -~
o L. Carey, W. Brown, W. Smith, D. Anderson. e

Grahar:, Carvol, Karl and uyself piied inte the Cummings Nissan Patrcl anc
procecded te Greg's place in Katoomba to meet the Newcastle crowd. We left
for our jumping ofi point at Mt. Wilsen, ervived 9 am to the creek and broke
the ice justi beforc 10 air. IF you think I'm kidding I'm not, that water

. was, bloody coid. s -

It's amazing how onz can get used to shivering muscles, chattering teeth till
one is no :_nuﬁr cold;, you go beyond feoTInu WﬂytHTHJ but one dees. Jet used . . ®
O - S b AL SR e CE O I T _

Floating dowr the gorge with sheer walls rising 60 - 70m either side is

- -:2bsolutely unreal, the long vools, Some of them 100 - 200m long. The Gypes-- -
of weathering in the sandstore walls is 1ncrcu1:1~, scalloping of wind and

- wateir erosion must be vnique. In cone.section.about half way down, there-$s
a larce vock coliapse about 100 - 150 square, which was once a natural arch : . L
“over the piver, veally imprassive.somz of the boulders ave the size.of”

hauses,

v e il l
be a ‘IKL‘Q E,uu‘1LbJﬁL, Lewis trics one or should I say his airbed did

without him, Grac '{t 1pJJ sut in som2 white water and lost his hat, Phil

provided the spL_L. Hle of the Jay by writing off his airbed, ¢oing head over l
heeTs down a sat Jf rapids with a deflated airbed and didn't get a scratch.

Tl o+3T7 vevvdoiuineg nowa
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-contiruad downsiream, myself continuing on just a pillow - I wouldn't
rccu.rﬂ id 1t. The ropies then became very TnLerest:ng My sh1ver1ng by °
this stage was uncontrelled. Lewis tried to shake a tree to pieces. Greg
-doubled me cn his airbed.

hzd a”' r ¢ hours in the water, everyone thawed out,

The turn off was reachs: g y
ut. h1k; out taking 13 hours. Everycne then

c
had lunch and hiked ou
proceaded hone.

A very worthwhile tr
Y i

e trip, woria doing eégain, so next summer there will be
more trips canycning a

nd 1i-loing to add scme diversity to the programme.
P. CORURE
Dot el S e T o e
TRIP RIPOLT '

'p '\,-“'-\l ]' i)

l\.l‘

ATE ISt « Levh Fawel, 1546,

Allls HIWORG practise viscde weeikena.

MEI'BEDRS BIESERT: B, Caburn TL K. Cilger €. Cummings
f. Faiyecother &, Feinmwatiz B. Richard
d. Comvings A. Curmings L. Bilger
o BEeTg L. i ller P. Sammut.
. + & Bilger kids,

VISITSin: 2 S

Everyona turaesc up Sirde, nizht. fAlen and €xun coning in at some rediculous

novr (3.30awm?) avcer biowing 2 i;*' naas !!u+uunnﬁ. Things started at 8am

next wmovwiag vith vha oyicTirg of ¢1¢d grovp. T think there was about 10

from the vorions seotetiez & other olubs. Thoy hcﬂ varicus incidents in &

two hisur szsrjoRe, To nertioil y

5 ~ -
13 o PO I «.-\_. .

.

cach iticident s usdar tha guiduws ¢f & cheerver who ov*11r*d the incident

(1.e. vercical 13¥6, horizontal cairy, cruesia carvy etc.: injuries the
Da»TEﬂ*!\‘-- ALd. The cisevudr foon BEUCRS had the final say on safety

and was than 0 eaz Loa grorn to theiy ova metheds of rescue. Phil
ended vp as wn ocbnaEryer for tho rrrkend. For tne first two incidents in
Grill fava P44, (The tep of HudsTide to crystal ? zlace, Hoyizontal squeeze
with sorstchar of h?;?:":;r“t r'ﬁinx: - Hznd iniuries) and in the afternoon

two incidanis in Ar-yule Hote B2l (back up the Tiaticner, Horizontal assist
of injurad natienc along e :qv:ehe poscage - hroken arm - observer patient).

Karl wil? submit a1 sub-tyip report on the clubs incidenis 2s I was kinda
b{.lb .

The {irst incidsit i a?i1] was veletivewy sinpla, with the patient strapped
into the stretciare a1d Rent as lorizonts! as possible. A rope belay brake
vias needed dovn the Lignt secticn Lo roscrain the stretcher. Patient was

securﬁd by siings.

Arayle ilole liowaver, was to get a patient with a broken

The incidant in B33
i@ Ffiaciner.  The patient in encuyh pain and weak encugh not

arm back up tihe

to bz able Lo do nuc, Tor hinsel?. ith a paticnt/observer, by the time
I1'd been dvaggad up twice I was wrecked. That arza is Tlawin’ tight so
it was extiremely diffic:1t ior the patieat as we'l as the rescuing party.

i
1
i

:
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Everyone crashed that night (I wonder why). Next morning the briefing was
at 9am and lasted till after 12 pm. Every incident was described and observer -
comments given. Uith comments by anybody who wanted to say something. Alse
various pecple gave their comrents including NSHcrg. Safety Officer and

Ray Tyson (ex police rescus squad) who is Volunteer Rescue Director of
fraining.

Points that cwme up for discussion were:-

2 sources (min.) of light to be carried.

Variance of knots - forms anz uses.

Ropes - suitablity for caving - uses and abuses {nylon, bluewater, mariow,
terylene & kreans.)
Lack of perc@n;? elings anc
First Aid treatient oV patien

2 ali adjourned Tor Junch and then proceaded into Grill for a quick tour
through, with come bods who hadn't heen caving on the weekend. Left about
5.30 pm Tor howe.

COMMENTS ¢

The weekend 1 feal achieved a great deal we a1l learntia hell of a lot.
Lesssn itmber ona:- "Don't have an accident in a cave." Because its bloody
difficult to g2t iy one sui. Even a reiatively small injury which
incapacit ics a caver say o 50: of their previous mobility, is a major
probleni. Personai agvipment i.e. slings and Kkrabs are a must. With a dozen
4 metre 513185 &~d a dozen krabs, onc can do a Tot. A lot of parties on

the waskend had divr |CU1uj were stings and drabs would have solved them or

a major pait.

~irst Ald knowladge is generally iacking and should be
improvad patiant care is most important and it seems that if a rescue
chouij ( on> or o peeples responsibilities should care of the victim,
their & and wel?! being is of prime importance.

Wnon the H.G5.UMLCLR.G. has it's obsarvers briefing, their comments should be
of great value.

P. COBURN

Sdfedde kb ki th

SPELEQLCGY. ( cont.from page 10)

The two Tongzst caves in the world were extended still farther by new
discoveries. The fiemmoth Cave - Flint Ridge syscam in Kentucky became 166
mi. long. and the Holloch cave in Switzerland reached a Tength of 76% mi.
with a total vertical cxient of 2,887 ft. An international group broke
thw world denth vecord by descending o 4,363 ft. in a cave near Pau in
the French Pyrenecs.

1so in the Pyrenees, the Goufire Andre-Tcuya was explored to a depth of
3,064 ft. late in 1974, and the nearby Gouffre Krakoukass was found to end
in a sump at 2,073 ft. Explorers from Lyons, France, also reached a depth of
3,054-ft. in the Gouffre Joan Bernard on dan. 1, 1975. Late in 1974 the
Monte Cuczo Cave became “the deepest known in Italy. at 3,025 ft., when a
passag? was found 1eading to a new high-level entrance. The Gouffre Cappa,
ciose to the French border of Italy, ended in a sump 2,234 ft. down, and

the ncarby Gouffre des Perdus was blocked similarly at 1,772 ft.
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More deep caves were descended in Mexico, including the Sotano Del Buque
(1,647 ft.), Santano Itamo (1,470 ft.) and Sontano de Otates (800 ft.).
The Sontanc de Sendero (732 ft.) had a vertical entrance shaft of 712 ft.,
while that of the Sontano de Socavon (656 ft.) was 590 ft. In January the
Alberta Speleclogical Society of Canada explored the 689 ft. deep cave of
Sumidero Yochip in Mexico.

A French expedition in Guatemala finished exp1oring the Ric Candelaria Cave
and mapped a total passage length of 15% mi. there. In Brazil the Ouro
Grosso River Cave was linked with a pothole above it and thus became the
?eepn;; in Brazil at 623 ¥f. The longest cave there was tha; of Sao Mateus
& mi

A 24 man British expedition cpent six months studying the karst regicns of
New Guinea and was raported to have found many large new caves there. In
Jamaica another Britwan LXDQdTLTOn carried out waher—traCTng tests and also
made first descents of four shafts. Ona of these, lorgan's Pond Ho]e was
establishad as the deepest cave in Jamaica, at 610 ft.

The pelypropyliene rope broke when David Huxtable, in December 1974, attempted
to descent the 240 TL. main chatt of Gaping Chyll (Yorkshire), and-he fell
some 300 ft. to nis death. In Hay 1275, T.G. Yzadon passed the 2,600 ft.
long terminal sump in Boreiam Cave (Vorkshire) and found approxiwately

500 Tt. oTf open passage bayoad, ending in a 20 fi. pitch that he did not
descand. To reach this po1n; involved a total underwater journey, in and
out, of more than Lz wmi. In Septemder two French rotholers, trapped by

ris 1ng waters after ¢ xcnptiunal rains, died in the Gouffre Berger,
southeastern r.u1re, and Tour British expiorers were rescued after six days
at a depth of 1600 f%. [n international conferance on cave diving took
place in Barceiona, Sr in, in Soptember., DBesides the fTormal proceedings,
dives wera arronzcd 20 exdlore caves and freshwater karst springs beneath

- the Mediterranesn.

Dating of stalactites end zimilar forrations was carried out by R.S. Harmen
and others in several lorih Pﬁ} ican caves, using the thorium - 230/uranium-
234 disequi1ibr"! mathod., 7The agss cbtained, which ranged from 8,000 to
204,000 years, wer2 mostiy beyond the rcliable capability of the better
known carbon L h.,WLd Thiis they extendod pravious knowledge of the absolute
dates of varicus Pleistocens nhencizna such as river canyons and terraces,
low sea levels, and glacial deposics, as well as rates of erosion and
sedimentation and also th: growin rates of the speleothems (cave deposits)
themselves. Piarre Sivinati carvied cut extensive 51010gica1 collecting in
the caves o7 ezt Majaysia and @120 in littie-known caves in Thailand and
the Philippinaz.

frkrdeie kN ik dhehd

TRIP_REPORT
COLONG CAVES - AMZAS WIEKEND

DATE: 24 th - 26th April - 1576.

AIll: Feriiliarisation, exploration & Pliotography of Colong. Location of
P Little Wonbtayan Limeston2 outcrops, explioration of caves, if time
and/or energy ailows.

MEMBERS PRESENT: P. Coburn TL, K. Bilger, T. Ellis, M. Sammut, P. Sammut,
: g uummlrga, Aima Cunmings, Ann Cummings, G. Cummings,
. B. Sﬁirﬂ, T. Coleborn.

VISITORS: David & Laura Noble,
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We left Karis place at Springwood at 8.30pm Friday night & arrived at

Bats Camp about midnight. Camp was broken next morning & we proceeded to
the top of Acetelycne Spur in Jack's Missan Patrol, Pauls Toyota Landcruiser
and Karls borrowed Suzuki Soft top. The way that Suzuki treads its way
thirough trees, has to be seen to be believed. Persons of faint heart
beviard. We moved down the Spur to the sounds of derogatory remarks at
whoever thought of coming here and comments like "hey: we've got to come
back up this blicody thing haven't we". Shortly afterwards the TL led
everyone up the wrong creek (literally) sounds of rebellion were rising to
the surface.

Anyway 2 quick Tunch was had once we'd reached the right area below the
arch, one had a feeling that this would be an interesting trip, as I'd only
baen to Celong twice in 8 years, last time being a year ago, and Jack hadn't
been there in twenty five years.

We proceeded to Kings Cross and after wandering around for a while (nothing
unusual) located thz Tow tunnel rcute to the Sharks Mouth and Woofs. Jack
took the pariy through the Terraces. Karil, Graham and myself iocated the
High Tunrel end tryed to locate the way down on to the Upper Terraces,
Landslide, Sharks Mouth area but despite trying every hole in sight we

just couldn't find it.

ATter joiring the others wa tried to find our way up to the High Tunnel and
sti1i no luck, exiremeily annoying. The way to the Sharks Mouth via the
Terraces was found avter talking to some scouts. We headed to Woofs but
couldn't get some of the party across the difficult traverses through the
rifts area. Sc we headed out for tea. A1l this wouldn't sound 1ike much
but it ook & hours to do it all. Anyone who knows Colong at all can
understand why.

An intrepid paviy of 4. nemely Karl, Brien, Graham and myself headed back

in at 7.30 pm, going via the Low Tunnei to Woofs, doing 22 minutes to the
rift area from the entrance (we knew the way then). Numerous photos were
taken here, pretties and numerous pose shots. We wentio Woofs taking photos
and almost missed the tunnel after the Cascades (it took me 20 minutes to
find the bloody thing). The other three, membars of the party were suitably
impracsad by The sheer size of the place, its amazing, because there is just
one large chember after another and then ther's Beach Cave under all that.
Briens, Braun tlash gun really iights the place up for photography. Karl
went down into an area and came back mumbling incoherently about drops all
over the place (it can be upsetting). Being a bit wrecked by this stage

we proceeded outwards, getting back to camp about 1.20am and crashed.

Tony rolled into camp next morning to find only one perscn up (wonder why).
It w3s hard to get starters for Jacks photo trip to Woofs, but Karl,

Graham and mysel7 volunteerad (Just suckers for punishment, I guess) plus
of couvrse Tony.

Tha rost of the "slackers" were to packup camp leisurely stroll/struggle/
crawl up that hill,

Anyway we proceeded to Woofs at a slow pace (by ccmpulsion than choice) like
homing pigsons I guss we Xnew the way. After taking photos merrily we
decided or should I sav I decidad to exit via Beach Cave below Woofs, via

an exit we found haistyear. Only we didn't find it, and the troops were
getting restless so I found another way instead and proceeded onwards,
emerging about 12.45 pm after 4 hours caving. Had Tunch packed up and
ctarted up Acetelyene Spur meeting the rest of the party at the top.

Times varied up the Spur from 23 mins. to 75 mins.
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We proceeded back to Bats camp, had dinner around a good camp fire and
crashed again.

Next morning after shaking some muscles loose to enable movement, we left
Bats Camp for Little Wombeyan. Jack's Nissan and the Suzuki taking the
Limeburners fire trail and the rest of the party broceeded along the Fatique
fire trail meeting at the intersection. We found an interesting creek
crossing to test the Suzuki and went acress it four times to take protos.
Just io find this area near the crossing was worth it, ideal for camping.

Anyway we found Little Wombeyan after a couple of delays like missing tee
turnoff ofF Fatique, everyone having turns driving the Suzuki etc. We hed
lunch here and some intrepid ones did a trog of the area (namely Terry and
myself) Tocating 2 limestone outcrops, some interesting weathering on the
rocks and caves with Tag Mo. LW27, 30 and 1. We'll have to have a return
as it's certainly a beautiful area.

Anyway we proceaded home stopping at Overon Tor patrol and tea, the only
interesting thing ahppening being Pauls running out of Petrol before Oberon
and bhaving a blocked petrol filter after Overon. Arriving home about
9.15PM.

Don't anyone avery say Phills trips are dull, its just not possible.

P. COBURH

Erd R R R Rl e R e e e o

TRIP REPORT

BULGOMIA CAVES

AIM: Search and rescue weakend.

MEMBERS PRESEHNT: Barry Richard, Louise Biiger + 4, Karl Bilger, Alan
Frairwoather, Guwen Fairweather, Carol Miller, Monica
Sammut, Phill Coburn, Jack Cummings, Alma Cummings,
Arn Cumminos, Graham Cummings, G. McWilliams.

The purpose ot the weckend was to participate in four simulated rescue
incidents. The persons atiending were divided intc club groups, our
members vare group D.

The first incident was to assisil: a person blinded by an assumed carbide
lamp explosion. The first consideration of first aid was attended to although
we were later criticise! for insufficient assesment of injuries. (Which
was a Tauly with all groups due to Tack of first aid experience.) The
patient was then assisted out of the cave (B44 Grill Cave) from the
horizontal Tladder.

-__ The. patient was belayed onto another member of the party by a sling and

| < then belayed indepentently with an eight metre tape using normal belay

methods. No major problems were encountered. The patients condition was
Fhecked at intervals and the wet pad over the eyes was remoistened at several
pools of water.

The'second incident was again in B44 this time the problem was to get a

person with a broken pelvis out of the daylight hole, a ten metre pitch

. in two stages. The pitch was laddered down by two members of the party

and the patient. We then rigged a Tifting point over the entrance using
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three ropes cachored at different points. Teh 1ifting rope was run through
a karabirar, attached to the stretcher, which was lowared down the pitch.
Tha stretcher was then rigged empty to observe the difficulties involvad.
Problems overcom2 we decidod to raise the stretcher with a patient in it.
Grc hamCumnings was sirapped and attached to an independant belay and
hoisted up the piich, the only problem encounted was the friction of the
rope over the karabiner.

The exercise was reasonably SULLeqSiuiT the patient would probably suffer
considerable discomfort, but this is to be expected.

The third

ircident required s to assist a person with a deeply lacerated
thigh out of a2 very tight cqueezs and up

four metre chimney.

£

-
b
e
_.‘)
=
2 o

a2 unjurics, the leg was bound up using a
aﬂb and LhJ rescue began. Ev«rvfh1ng vent smoothly
citing the pul:wnh into the chimiey through a hole

Tt b.1f a watie high was overcome and the ascent of the
chimacy war tenlevend by hauiing on & Le?»! line attached to the patient
while r’ puliad hime217 up on the ladder set for this purpose. He was then
hatiie a long chbout 20 matrec of fiatitener to the entrance. This took place

in D32 hSiss KOLE,

= o i
Aftor asgisi
:
L i

{4¥0] 'a'" o B A
&

<

onz fatre

s
5.
q 3, B 0

The Yozt fnewan © wos ot Lh2 enirainc? pitch ©o B1S BLGU-FLY and required

us o rescus a person cudtvering Trom o broken ribs and a ruptured spleen

but av thore vove 0 obezrvers on this incident there was some confusion

cvar insivnniion on %2 naterae of the injuries. [Cue to this we succeeded

i kiTHipg.ome Miient by wsing the incorvect niethod to move the patient

up < of ci%e piten.

N Smomictg ap tha Oy thars: are sevaro? things wivich showed up:-

1. Thupe wae & oan ent madical first aid knowledge ameng
I tHE ghlipe 2,

2. Theta v gonn ook oF cuaninicavion as 0 wnat was most important -
a3sasne L of i sitwation end uniuries or rescue of the injured person
I'-“:= ;‘5. \.\.“\. _.‘-

3. TomE poisy "ng idoas on what was safc .and what was not

in recav iay nmathods and equipment used.

4, Cup rnr"; n co-ordination of members during rescue and

he scene of the accident.

o

hat members become

rvation of ,?oced re
gte; uries if they get

ccnvcsaah; ?'f, fyrst £4d aiarnosis and treat
involved “r

£ o

K. BILGER
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TRIP REPORT
WYANBENE CAVE

DATE : 16th - 19th April, 1976.
AlM: Exploration and Photography.

MEMBERS PRESENT: K. Bilger TL, L. Biiger, C. Miller, P. Coburn; B. Skinn,
T. Coleborn, T. E1lis, M. Sammvt, P. Sammut, L. Baker +
4 kids. '

After a late start from the meeting place in Mittagong, we arrived at
Wyanbene. e had somz trouble locating the gate in the mist but eventually
found it and the river crossing. Cars were prepared for the crossing and
we proceeded across.

Tony got stuck in the middle and we had some fun getiing him out. Louise
led off in the Datsun while Tony and myself followed in the ute to collect
firewood.

We found Louise end Datsun about 2 ft. deep in a mud hole and had to push
them ocut. Then it was Brien and Tony's turn in the mud. In the process cf
getting them ocut Tevry and Louise fell flat on their faces and were
slattered with mud from head to foot. Finally the campsite was reached and
camp set up. Time about 3.30am Friday 17th.

Later avter somz sleep and breakfast we trogged up for a short warm up trip.
Louise stayec henind 1o mind the kids. We spent four hours exploring side
passages as far as tho water crawl, discovering some very interesting
passages one of which led to a place called Cleopatra's Bath. Tony
traversad across this iedge to reach the pool and to see if the passage
continued past this, it did not go far. When he wanted to recross the
ledge he found it a Tittiz hard, so we vrigged up a running delay using our
tapes.  Several oti2r smalil passages were explored and then we headed for
EaEp and tea and an eariy night to get recady for our assault on Frustration
ake.

Paul decided against caving the
keep his socks dry in tie water

econd day as he could not see hew he could
3. ra
time.

crawl and Carol was minding the kids this

We trogged up and collecied goar end neaded for the cave with Lional saying
he wasn't coing, but as soon as we were out of sight he grabbed his gear

and followed joining us at the kevhole. This is the first ladder pitch,

then onto the goal. The cave continues on to an awkward squeeze and into a
small chamber whcre there stands “the man who made the caves." There are
several ways from here to the dreaded water crawl passage which is about

250 ft. long and betueen 15" and 3 ft. high with about 5" of water in the
stream is thrcugh 2 badding plane and up through a short vertical squeeze.
Then comes the flattener 20 Tt long and down to 9" high. From here the way
to the Intermediate Chamber and the Gun Barrel leads through some tremendous
rock collapse areas. On reaching the Gun DBarrel the shutterbugs got busy

as Brien and Terry had brought along a flash gun to fire P.F. 100 flash bulbs,
in an attempt to photograph this incrediable solution tube. To reach Caesar's
Cavern m2ans climbing the mudslides and negotiating more rockpile. When we
reached this immense Cavern everyone was awed at it's size, also at the pros-
pect of climbing to the mttom, about 300 ft. down into the darkness. On
reaching the bottom Lionel climbed the ledge with some difficulty and set

up a ladder which the rest of us <limbed. Then comes more mud sliopes

about 100 vt. of it to climdb to reach the passage to the Diarrhoea Pot,

more ladders needed here, one in, one our, and another down intc another
small pot on the cthzr side. Then a difficult traverse where the girls
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had some difficulty, but overcame it. Then another two Tadders are needed
one up the chimney, which I (brave fool) climbed first to set up and one
down the other side again, then about another 100 ft. of passage a squeeze
and there it is. Frustration Lake, very aptiy named. Lunch time, then
tfu chutterbugitis struck as two memberf decided to have a swim, one
hecause she 1ikes sifmmi ng in cold water and the other because he doesn't
like to he outdone b2 any ‘emale even if he could only stay in for. about
ten seconds then in Ui2 rush to get out he slipped and had a second swim.

Then it was time to hecd out. Back at the ladder before Diarrhcea Pot

we met a group of scout: coming in. Two of them decided to come out with
us., one of them was a iirst time poor fool. And so after twelve grueling
hours we reached the duckinder and the entrance chamber, to be greetad by
a group about ¢ entar. W were asked many strange questions, like,

"Is it very vt in there?" "Is it very ﬂuddy in there?" I might add they
were wearing ihings Vike fury jumpers, fur Tined boots etc. Bash hats
were noticable by the'r ubden*Q and most only had torches. We did not

anzwer their questions about rid and water a s our overalls spoke for us.
p% ldct {~1J, a WﬂJhg tCu Lhu L; 2

Haxt moviing at breakfast 1% started to rain and Tooked 1ike setting in so
wa pockad up and headed cut but iy about 200 yds. to the first bog, about
one hour later we had covered mother fifty feet and passed the beg. The
onir other Snciden t before the Sthalhaven was Phill getting stuck and
prilied out by ©he Latsun, The ~iver vias crossed during another attack of
shrut““b"q:ti;. He LnPn !caded (n‘tnp 819 Hole, more Shoalhaven to cross
but no troubla this time, Tony vas T2arning. At the Rig Hole there was
much activity. a group was Jus L removing their gear ai fter a trip to the
botton and ciother groun frem @z Rovar Scouts at Wyanbene arr1ved to have
ago £yt on Teariiug t:at they nel insufficient ladder to climb out with,
SNy arainst ii. More psotcs then back o the river and a break while

|I Lo;t.s_d his tr?:zer plug wiring. “hen we headed for :home with a stop
I}a i a“lCP ,L “haibOUFﬂ.

Louivc and wysait decided te havea chance of scenery on the way home and
cane via Thevon.

Mondav was srent cleaning geor with the help of Phil and Carol.




