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It ',is " i t h t:!'8a t -.-'leas~d·'-a.L3.(j"-o(l.€~J,-l'>all.ll'es.n.:::r-pres,en-t="thl~1-t ,h · .i· 

Lnnua l 1CT'3 sid8nt I s R(~port, 

: The c1 ub ha!3 CJ0;nple '~ed i 1;s 11 th year t"f formal I'lxistanoe as a ' spele

olog-.oa l olub a nd it has been a very a/\'tiv" one ' in many ways, ' parti " -:~. 

· toul arly on t he eporting siu. e of oaving, a:lth"ugh..'sorne memhershave -, .. . 

· devel(Jpe d a wider s o ientifio intex'est in the --many aotivities of '. ---, 

oav i ng. 

I Vioulc~ like t P urge a ll members to keep up the level of aotivity 

t hat has existed ove r the 13St twelve months and it is very 

encourag'l.ng t ,j s ee , although I would like to see more seriOUS 

proj801.S be ing undert aKen tn 1977 to further a greater dedioation 

iT< t.le sc ~ e n c e of exploring oaves. 

Oil'., "f the :nc,s t act i v e a :1d d edioated club members Inot with a 

tragiC' aGci,de:1t t ha t has l e ft us all very stunned. 

We· are s"ing to r:J i s ') t he "Good day folks" and "the next Cl iefden 

" ' . .,. . ..... . 

· I dOYJ l t '.VE:.;l'L ~o say ;n~ch iJOre ~e oause my thoughts and ·.all our 

l.nou€.ld.,; r,.ave been sl!I:1':1e d up ve ry Vlell in the ne wslette r writ t en 

bJ- C!1"CS .'o','}ell. We wil.l never f orget Phill's de dioa tiori a nd 

en1;r-,,:;lL-Jr:: ,i"ton h2.S ins pired U2 a l l. I personally f ee l a deep 

c,Py"", :f pride ' ~"".: t c f,av a be en able t6 hav e kn own ' Phi l L 

I "·)i<:~d .LI ke a11 mel'l'::>ers to give serious thou!;'lt tt, t he way 

:::'r,i 'Ll',3 "arne can be per)etuat ed in 3 0 fT1:) form, n ot cnly to be 

:!'er,€ . ,'.:,c'r'?c.:. by c ~,,' ol u]) but by all spe leologioal () lubs throughout 
. , 

I wou ld lL·:::; t o t hank all ('ther oommit te e members 

.c.,c: the' l.:i .. :hl 'lnd effort they have put int!l maktng 1 976 such a 

· S·I"C-·,·;'; Yl~ 'AT, HLPOR~' 
~.-~--~. - .-.. ~-.- - ---_ . 
1: . ~) l~ :":"~~i:~-=-2yh.~Z7 •. 
Fc".i :'.J'", .:+2f11be rs , 

1,~, ,',,!. th g r 28, t. h'- 'l our tha.t I present the 11th Annual Secreta rial· 

"> ........ : 

Fe pl1rt vi' ths Bh ,e J'iI,mntains Spele ?lt:gi(\al Club. ' It has been 13. ____ _ 
. . -----:.---

ve:r-y g ood. :/Ci:.Y s '.' 0i.a 11.,j' as - we.lJ.._~o caviIlg 'act-ivttiS,Jh 
. ------:. . 
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f o,l.l m; mbers a',"ri. 9 D::'JS pe 0'0 ~_y e ID8 IT.ber ',; wtt h 2 honou.ry ::-,e e:,h",.r_, ,--,-

We have hed pn tn,i;82-,3,~ "t (; :lew me mbors ~cU 1 97() - 3 of wt0fJ 

hav0 g o. ined f l<Ll. r:10~lb8:'::-:jh:L:p ['..l1d been -.rc Y''';I a ctive r.1e mbers Jf 

tte olubo 
5up~ort cf members given to club activities 

The c 1c.':; had 22 caving trips last year . 

has 

J (, ,',rna~, : 1976 3,~W only e)DO issue of Ot T lournal comming, forth. 

I t is ~, ur j cC:::1~"l D,nd i i., n eeds the support of every member if it 

Ove ::oal l 1 976 :l,:'S ))08n an e:xce llent t S[.l:l:·. In closing I would like 

t c t hal' k tb(:Ch: lJ(j~jb8 :rS who have given bot h myself ' ;;md the club 

thei. r .:: upp.Jr-~" 

1 cT': c.gee 2" 

Well d(,~r fri2nd 

?he,nic You. 

Louise Bilge r. 

CO'Jurn ,- Killed S .12a m Tuesday 18th , J an. , . ',,-: . , 
it TJC"y s,"e!'" strange t ha t this Newslette r is ' 

wri~ tG n t o ~OU) C~ you \j~~l 11e~'Q r r ead it~ As tho las'~ oAws let~~r 

r:::.-;t ye·::.. lNiil ~'~0(;i,iJVC ~ 1 fc: lt t~1at i t should be cliro0t\}dto'Wo..rd" you. 

T }c' c w t hn -r; ~,,-· _1~ . \'.1(.':1 i t :.- i nd 0~ he rs re ad. ::i.ng it tc .. 

Y:::J1).r PL88j.'~1;'; ~.:.C.3 01"C"·:, .... t;a~ sorrow t~i many, r:12:J.,y poop l c ~ 

peopl e; WhO .':;2 J_::_'\, ~ \,::;j ..:..ru ""~~'~i'~ ~.-IOl"C e nr i~~~:Gd. to :c h~villG k .1 QWn 

\ 

y ou "\ 

(!':"H:< .. "fo:,~ hC.V1.~l'=; ~:·:;...;n a3so0·: . .:~·tJd VJitL ,Y Oh ~P'til:L ;; {i.UT 1':lg your short · 

tt: .. o·'~~gh l"'3l·iO::"d. ~':-_L: 1i::'2 .You ~;: .. ~r8 ac'2iov c>': \'J!:~::t '.:10S t peo2.J1e woulq,' take 

::1::.;"l:, ' nv rnC'~ l 1~~.:~':)t im0.3 t o do ... Y.:)U s til J. i.lt~a so muc h t o l:Lve ·f or 

t~,c,:g::', :,,'.d +:';.] '. () "cl,l ',Jeu'cd '::.(] ..;0 much ',et t e}' off had y ou ful lftlli:C 

~rcu:;,." ;'i,)r:aal l.-i.!.,; =tJ0Tf3 W Oll.lc~ n.Jt have .b.Jcn; on . hr..!.t t J:'a i:l, 

[~nGt~e~~ pd r sc'n :: >~c QFalifi.J d , capable, or ':,'ill.U.:Z to help Hud 
'. 

~~ssis~ fo l10t} ~~~sG~~·~rs. th~n yourself; ye t yo u we r e no t even 
,;iV:.;11 -that Gr:-'C'::- ·':l.~.n.i·I.~Y": I know I speak fo:c everyone wbl~ n I say 

tt; , .. -:; "cr"v !:!onct[;.),j", '~,,::" i.l 3~JD [i. little l onl i er n O;"' wit hout y r,,,!:' 

go(.r1. c h<JeI c.c,d. trs vL:ring ':m;;' cf l i f e , "!,; vi ill alJ.wa;y'S ()ho~:ish 

th·,:. :-Ja-cy fon e r;1~l:!':'riQs yOt! ho.vo provi de d u.s wit h over th0 

wV ~ecoc8 used to ~t, if 

~- " r 1..":-(;,-; 2",,., 

...... 



Members p::,esent; 

L Bile;er. 

Aim; To survey three} ',"";,,:::, fc omd C!1 pr evuous " T " ,), 

We droy " il:. tO T1l8-LoW tn" ':l::" c : ~ W2.y through Shoote r s 1Ll1 f.o th8 

arranged camping s pce" ,;:-, :',.I '" C -:;' ·:.nd Kar l , Lun:'...:"... and Terr;' n 0-'; 

there. The .y ke pt on .~r'}Li: &:!o. w' "aug ht lhp ,.,c,cb. them at '.he top 

of Tug l ow Bluff. "'1'".;, '''11,.~. l'l'h c D~, '~ sun" I' r" ~ot s e:· Shl.!";', cua t 

have anoth;;::- J. ook t>J.( :...::~e :.~ . '~~ 

After First · 

.\ 

cave was Moonm':' !.k rn ,4 
'. ~ 

traverse W2S 

being t aggo d 

be r w2..s :.~rv in 

.," 6 (1""-' 
..L I : ' / 

Wind ow ()Cl.v e f o r a ,'. ~ , :. "" .-. J .. ... ...J 
. ~,; '. 

v oice oon~8ctio~ l:. ~. !r'\ J 

J C'lJ.!11!l1ing s, ./1.. ':; ru:l.IJ~_,~·, _", f.: rr,:'YI __ : :J '. 

T Me.ttbGYlS 1 B ni;Jh: .. · ... '·~ .. ~ {;o~ ~~~:.:·L,. 

e; f passage 

", . 
l ~lL 

,- :'::: ::' 

Visitors; R S~;( -"'rk:Gs, "i ~~:" ... i'k t.;:::'? J .~n;:1erson, F r,!(.~c.'~!\::.:.-:·y. 

Aim; Ex] lo r C!.i::L on a~~\; .pr:~;·::\;r:;:r.'? ' !;' Lty ,. 

I •• \..; 

Saturdc~y sJ..;o.rted q'L.r~'J..) '\':.,J.: ,';i.-::~ ~;t~ temparC:-l: l' :'"'-:: :;'.:")C"\'·c (; 0..JC= 

abou t 5r.1 ... Tc..plow T-'!~~c.\.~ ::.:;pec...rs ~:... be most ly J,.t·~ - :.l.nf. ·iUE"t .) u.r.1...~ . 1 

one gGts 8. fr..ir VI['.:r '";:~ .. "':. thv ~ ~. i-;:, + .. nr~s 1;0 thl; :".3 1 ~_~=- CO r.:l ("-·''; 1 ~ . !.(.] 

~lj eT"dcn r:Jud .. ":'Ic p.r' C'GG ;;.o l-,·.,Ju.. c...s f '1r ':13 l;he R8.j~l ·:;" ,.y tt~~:ne'J V1~j_~. b 

, . ;eo'p~e ~~Ommin2 and C~ '.: .... , Ci ,t 0:" passase s ell ,' ,''''::: tL',J rL:'G'} " 

tnhis is Dr. inter p 9-T-J..Y·I. " ' -lE F~ '-_ ~li: ..... n~G f rom t ho ·,'su.o.i. Cl :' .. c1£"deu 

~Yle. H~: ;h2 P:~ ~'-"";:1.[;;:-"e ~ T,ofind their -"C.y ·~:; ()~C !;o '.-he 
-Jtren .jf:> 1." -:; . ;. ... 'ly'ood-! (.:::. ''' '1 .: ,! r fl . \,., .... ......- ,. ......... [.J .... '- U 'J .. 
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13andethera 28th - 2 ~th August 1970 . 
Members present ; K Bj iger4- TL, L B'i.lg.e:r-, ' T--C<ne-bCU'n~ n Skinn, 
P Hedger, G Cummings , A Cummings, J Cummings, 
Visitor; J Charley. 

After an event full trip in with the Datsun we arrived a t 
where we thought the limestone outcrop was at 12.30 pm. Saturday. 
Some time later it wa s decided this was not the right place 
and set about looating were the caves really were. This later ': j J ~ti 

objeetive was achieved at about 4.00 pm. 
Tea was partaken of and a hardy group went back to see if t': , :~ 

they could locate any caves ,this prooved to be a difficult 
task and only two caves we re found a dig into a r ockpile and 
BD 2 Efflux Cave. 

Sunday morning we l eft early a s the Datsun front end wus 
not it's usual self a ft er be i ng a ttacked by Ba rry's Landrover 
on the way i n . Due to t his t he trip out was a little slow but 
we made it a lright and con tinued on home. 

K Bilge r. 
Yarrangobilly 11th - 12t h September 1976 . 
Members presen t ; }:, Bilge r TL, L Bilger, T Cole born, B Skinn, 
P Hedge r, J He dge r . 

We arrived a t Y:crran;:;obilly Village ab out 2 . 00 am. and s et 
up camp. More s now f " l l d ,lr ing t he s P.lall hours of the mo rning 
adding a little to t he snow a lready on t he ground. 

Breakfast oy" r we he2.ded f or t he Guides offi ce t o check 
in and find out whe r e to locat e t he caves we could visit. We 
arriveda t Castle CaY8 a t '"j;,',ut 1.30 pm. and spen t t he next few U l ':' 

hours exploring and phot v~l aphing . This cave ha s some very good 
formations which r ange in colour from almo st clea r to red/brown. 

Being keen Javers we went ba ck that ni ght to se e Harrie Wood 
Cave although not a s bi g a s Castle tis is quite a good cave 
a nd a l a rge numbe r of phot os were taken. 

Sunday morning s aw ' us in Jillabenan Cave f or s ome more 
photography . 

K Bilger. 
Hollanders River 25 t h - 26t h September 1976. 

Aim; Exploration sout h of Budthingaroo. 
, A few small C2.ye s ',o r e found but in general it ,was a 

disapointing weekend . 

5 -' , , 
, 

( 
\ 



Wyanbene 2nd-3rd-41~h Oct C' b' Y " I t. 

Aim; Exploration. \ , i 
Members present; K, Bilger TL, L B",l.ger, B Skinn, P Hedger, rr Ellis, 
P Sammut, R Ellis . . ; 

Visitors; J Hedger, R El::''i.&, ,T Mill.er. ", 

Saturday saw us undereI Jund at g.30 am., we went into the\ old 

tourist section. Aloy of t1 "1e was i>" ,mt here exploring and tCl\kiUg 

photos. We then went up th ':' ough the Keyhole to continue nur s!'larch 

for something new. All pas:;ages as far as the Watercrawl were looked 

at. Several areas of goor ~o~mation were found and photographed., 

Sunday we were back :;. " :he ca.ve at 8.30. a m., oontinuing on from 

the Waterorawl we again l ooked at ail. l leads i',' d found a lot of oave 

not previous ley known to o'J.r olub. We went as far as False Ceasars 

on this trip. 

Monday we deoided to hE",r J :,:l other look at any passaBes in the 

area up to the Keyhole and , l t houg h we pushed all leads nothing 

was found and so ended a g cod weeke'1ds oavin "' . 

Cliefden 23rd - 34th Oct l' '' '' ', gr :" 
Aim; Photography. 

K Bilger. 

Some of us had alook at 11 pOlsiblG dig Sat urday morning but J 
had to oall a halt d t 1 t o ::l. ~, ar. tc of digging t oo ls. We then went over ',,) 

to Mollongulli to ha" , .. l ook a t the Barrier Shawl with thought to 

oleaning it whioh w,c' h mpt ') d wH h some suooesful re s ults. After 

this we had alook at ~hE. Hazga l 2-gain on the way out. Whilst neg ... · 

otiating the squeeze ', he e o. r th fill started to 0 0 1 ] ">,pse no 

injuries oooured eXC0' 

Next morning Barry '{ar l nov' qr l f went baok to olear all the 

offending loose dirt and r nGk s " t o try and ma ke this are~ a 

little safer. l 
Clief den 30th - 31st C' l, .Jer 1 "~') . 

Aim; To oontinue the ,-,i.g and -, ok at I.lain and Mur der. 

Unfortunate ley the d " 3 d l, lot ) far so "1'1 did some more 

trogging till the rest of 't l1e IT' ' " ' ~ived, we then headed of to '-lain 

where we visited most p8.! ~s ",le oave • 

Later we had a look i,!!" ) Murder and sen t thl ne w ohums off 

around the maze and sat ,,, c and wat ched them go r und several times. 

I·Text morning we hee 0 ,"c', over t o see Boonde roo returning a fter 

lun!!h in time to meet the others cOQc,ing baok from thllir att El r:lpts 

to find a dig that would - some whe re. 
' J 

PCoburn~,~+' 

" 
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M t e r we hec-:.ded OVe r T : ~ - .' ~ r 'Joxe hc.lfw~.y dflwn there ~:Pll08.rS I; ') 

to h8.v e be en 2.. 00'.' (' "]0' t ~.nci '~J cO ' lldn' t g o any further 2..S the 

passage is blocked. 

Sunday Paul mac.e GC.j·,' ::10',"1e with the he lp of a group of ham actors 

disguised as speleo~ t~J result s of which we hope will be good. 

Jenolan 27th - 28th Marcb '1976. 

Aim; To further explore J J8. 

Members pre scmt; A FCLrwea t~18r TL, M Sammut, P Sammut, A Cummings, ,,' 

G Cummings, J Cummin cs , L Bilger, B Richard, L Baker, M Treharne. 
Membe r s left camp at 1,,45 a::J . for V/yb irds L8.ke cave. We split into .~,,) 

two g roups the first [o ing in to Wybirds t he other going into J 58 

This oave links up ~Iith Wyb'lrds Main via a very low river passage. 

Two passages lead off to left and right the one to the left is the 

connection to Wybirds the other leads to another chamber with mud 

floor 8.nd clean walLs ,.811ing . There is a passage l eading off to 

the right aga i n an] 3. slope of :',Jout 4 5 deg., c. t toe t op is an open i. 

-ing which g i ve s 8.CO<]SS ~~') ,mother cbamber about 20 ft. d own. In 

this chambe r is a d1n'chcl~. ~I o~~d with mud w~lcL bas enlar~ed 
Since the l ast time \'.' \,.;,~ .. , '-a r e. 

crossing this sinktc·l;: • ,: ".":5 ft -":,rthe r on t :;ere is a hol-Jc;o ing 

two ways. The passD.-,-,'-' 0'1 t::~ ,: -T': 1.8"ding bc,clc to the 45 de .> 

incline, the right :',J,,'\.' . .1 • "( •. '1cLc'J Out way hack to th~ ~:j n. 
pitch. 
On leaving J 58 we L,,;: ,.-) ";i' ;::.~ ~ti1er party ''-.' '.0 r eported that 

Wybirds main waa f l o:.,':",, __ , .ij,·~"L.:'iS tnformation : .. y party vlal. ted to 

see the l ake. We heac.:'k :'c,l.: "<, ,:,.:p in heavy l'C"Ln • 

Sunday the sroup d ecjJL.:,J ~ .'.;b~··,·.( .)ut the fire l)i.; r ail inti Tuglow 

via Kanangr a . The Ko'·:·"''' .. ; w:-.s :}!J1J.L four feet highe r than no r mal. 

N? attempt was made " ted:.:; afo·J.~ wheel drive ~(' r8 SS. 
A Fa-:'~ 'veathe r • . i ~ 

/ ~~ll.anders Ri~or 8t~ --::,t~, 
/A lm; Explc::,at~or2. 

kpril 1876. 

/ 

qembe rs present ; L Bakc~ 7 1" P Coburn, B Richard, G Powell, P Hedger, 
1--

D Cavey, S Smtth , J .inde rs Q-, . 'I' Coleborn, K Bilger, L Bilger, B 8kinn. 

ffte r ' the ar:!":i.va l of Greg '113 i1ead ., d off towa rds Budthingeroo Trig. 

On rout e 1"8 :r:ounc~ '1 nel'·') .,".;:.] :r£:.':."l :r~:.nn ing nort h to south and :c.fter 

.studying rv.nf ~1.'t's map c.' J -. ·"'~~.L ":'l' ":; ""1;" )f consuJ.t tng tbQ compE!.ss V'.: G 

decided thG trail (o~l~ ~--l~~ ~0:t fu~l~e r o~ _ Va c c~tinua i on in 
this direc:tion f or (]. ;'.:tl":..J.,.~ ·tl.!"'.: (' .. 3 t:h ... :;:1."'e5,1 0";:i.11 b.eade d D,)rtll we 

jl.0-cided tc ,-; :J..t "chro-k..~j t~,_' -'It ,:·h :';';l~~ h .::-~ct uest ~ 

., 
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AftGI 2 , lon:; i: ikC! up hS!11:1a.ud down de.le emd a near n](~, ss 

rGbellion we f1rrived finally a t the gast 'To llanders Creek. '7e 

followed this onto the j unct i on of the main river. 

We climbe d t hr ough s ome rough country and at one pOint we 

had to climb up a sheer river bank. We stopped for lunch under 

a clump of trees where we found our first outcrop. This was as')'· 11 

small outcrop supporting a wombat's hole running through it. 

After lun(;h we followed the river down to where the Budthine;e roo 

Creek joins Hollander's River. Here a large outcrop was fu ond 

undercut by the river. The party then spread out ot sea rch for 

bits and peices whic h took a bout an hour or so. 

Being l a t e i n t he afternoon we gave it away and headed back 

to the ca rs via a spur • 

Abercrombie 22nd - 23rd May -1976. 

Aim; Bat ban;:' ing. 

L Baker. 

Membe rs presen t; B Ptchard TL, I Bogg, L Baker, Ie Bilger, 

L Bilger, T Cule born , l'! Saomut, P Sammut, B Skinn, I1 Tre harne , 

J Cummings A Cummings, G Cummings, A Cummings , G Fairweather, 

A Fa irweath3Y, T !.'tatthews, TEllis , 

Visitors; G HU1' s t , L Hurst , I Wood, C Cahilty . 

The trip V:,'5 held a fter a lecture oe b<'1.ts a nd bat b!1.nding 

a t our Friday illgh'C metti.ng . :eve rybody arrived Saturday morning. 

We trogged up for the ii:V:?res ting and educa ting bat band ing 

trip that was to fo llow. The party wa s s ;;lit into small groups 

one g oing wit !. :i:an V!ood to I 02.rn wh.:'t t we could about the banding 

of bats a nd tte ot~eT groups pr oceeded t o check othe r caves in t· 

the a rea f or furtb e r colonies of bats. The only ba ts found \'dre 

in Long ~'unne l Cav e and ove r t he wenkend 50 bats were bandec1.. 

The.se be ing :-1-

2 0 f emales, 

Saturday night a slide show was he l d [It Mike ann Nita' s. 

Cliefden 29th - :lOt h i'1ay 1976 . 

Aim;Expl c:;:at:.on cn,':, Pho tography. 

B Richa rd. 

11e mbers pr e s en t ; :: Coburn TL, . L Bilger, C !Hller, B Richard, 

T Coleborn, G Powell. 

Things got offt r) as l ew b ~" rt Sa turday morning. "18 p:rocd2d()d 

down to t he Be l bOJula Rive r, it wa.s so c old. despite be inG 11.30 

c.m . that the :Cb ViE'" ::>mm thick s heet s of i c~ a cross t ho w8.tor. 
IT ,,, , 1 1:, ) - • .. 9 

L .. I v"L ' . . ~ ! 
, . ~u-: ··· ·_ ':· ' J.'~t .. :· 



, ,. 
' . - .. _'-, - .--~ 

. _-__ ·1:n''Via_.a--s.q)~".e Z.Y. _. s ~ c t.L Od : nclL.d tIlt; ... 10 1-200.81> .-c OIne r _ . ... TG r.r:,Y,: ,. _. .... " " . 
. .". -... ~- ~'-'~-. ~-. . ~ .... 

dropped int o,.a.-.[Wc..8 :./.,LL~ .. 'Jd on : ... 11 our ... t Qp8.s....ti.ed __ t -og.<n-h.e.r •.. He 

e..ncLed_updrollping 01," :J2:' . a hol '~ i n the , rooL .of a .. l a r ge- ·c ha.mber:., . 
. .. I 

about 6 m. off '';\18 ~ :_ o or . ,II plaint.iv.a cry was heard -.. qu.ote-~"-Ble (l p 
. \ ! 

Bleep gpt a bleep lac1G.8r " un 'l.uote. We a ll c.limbed intill the'~halllbGr 

' and -sta rted to explo:::'; t aking photos as we went. Greg found(the ": J' t.o 

way to the lower en t,'C'.n ce . ':L :nry Louise and myself oontinued \ to 

take photos. Next \ie. S to try to l ocate Taplow Maze, guess what ' i·' 51- i 

we still havn't found it. 1 
The tempera ture 2.t 11.00po, that night wa s -3deg.C .·and wyrlt·:·.··, 

.:·- ·down· to about -7 de ~;,.; overntght . At 9.00am, next morning it '\ had 

, 
I 

! 1 
\ '. 

. ~ warmed up t o -1 de g , C' wit :l a k i ng fr ost .We went into, Ma in.to, r r y · 

some PF 100 fla sh bul!:l s , t he r esult s should be very J."lt e rastln'g. 

From here we went u p to hc, l ic U .te Via ll to sbJW Ter:::'Y who ha d 'not , \ J 
seen it be f ore , moro phot os heil:8 t a k" n . 

Quote of t he t :c j. p ~ · ·: '-.k~ l1fJ .1.~! a t 1 0" OOe -;J!:' 

comes' first. by Gr.·sr.- ?c'y~ l~ ... 

Bungonia 12th - 1 4t~ J~~~ 1976, 

Aim; Gener a l Ce.'rine; . 

P Cobl.· . .i.·i1. 

~ 
10 deg C whj.ch e'ver 

. 
14embers presenl: ; P GOtl.'.T'1 Tl" K Bi l ger , L Bilge r, }3 S Klnn. '1' Cole h Grn '\ 

'. P Hedger, T ElliL.; " ;: ::I .. L2 2~ Ott e l :l~3,: DEllis , rr t~a~ t he w s~ I} Cu:nmings, ~ 

, 

r 

... YiSi:tors; mE Mi l ler, '; i' ::' :;:·[,3C:1 . \, ' 

With enthu s iasm r~dln~ ~lt h t to te mpe r ature we heade~ f 8r t he 

.M practice c l iff s t o SOl'" ('1): .. i ll.iOc',I'S a'1d t o t ene t pecplQ to abseil. 

Karl, Graham, Terr~r ) },' e8T, Ton,y ,-\n;1 ',yse lf pr r,c'·ec.ed t o ] yum, this 

an unreal abseil a nd s,cr " bee.rs cl imbing down a I ndie r. Y'a c on t inued on 

but . only got as farvsJ (.t,2 ;:00 . p itc h, a t thi s pe tnt c.. mc;/:c n w:J uld 

nO )...ol}ge~- burn s o we ,L" i d o; ", t :; head bac k out. L~'l , Grn!1::.m and my

sylf jumared back un ehe '5 0"," p iech . It took an other tw o and a half 
/.' 

./ hnurs to belay the ot !:)P T' Tour up the 

very cold and 

back at camp. 

cause d s~~e proble~:, 

l a.dde r. The J.e,dder rungs were 

and a cold we T, pa:rt~r that a rrived 

Next morning we cat ~!f ~o ~ 24 wa onlt g ot a 3 ~aT as t he bott l m 
of the Sha leBand when wc, 2-,,·c·,m+'e:rsd. bad ai r Cln 'l he! t c turn ".ro );.nd . 

A ha rd time was ha d gctt. i'1g t ~e 1'-i.cl{s up through t ile l· ockpi::'2 . 'hi le 
on the way o·,'. t ther ~ ~' !)n~ 

injuries. 
~ o l1.p:'..e of rockf2 1~s neit h<J r caus''1g eny 

J"ate r s')me of uz ·.~cn:. d r,",u i n t o Grill, Karl, Ethel and ::Oeter \'icnt 

a s far as they 0Cl1 \ld .• ne j 1. the o ' I'l e r '} t ll r n e ri ba ck by ba d a ir near the 

., 

, 



/ 
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end 
r ,. 

,'..L '-, i. ... 8 c. J, 

-. -r L. J 

j uma::tn.~ )£' c '. 
, , 

',~ , 

p ,_', ~ ;., 1'i.1 r 

Bungon'l.~~ 1 ' 3;~r. ':1(;, :)"~"",~',f:!' 'i97r . 

.Aim; To ~cach ;:vr118 ~)':::;O',;,t5 to cave . 

Members pres or:t; r CC' o'.L~: n , IT Powe ll, '1- sundry scouts. 

Thts proy?r} ToO ':lG '" very he cti c. weekend . With people comming 

and g Oi "g i n ". '", ,,'.,i., J'C oa,v es ev e rywhere, on Saturday we S8.;-;'. 

Argyle , Gr i L ., --" ~:,,,L:', Ho11ands and Odyssey . 

SundeW seer, 1'" <, .. 11. off into the Gorge t o ha v e a l oo k at tho 

a r ea in ge'1era" . . :'..L y, J. S a v e ry pleasant wa lk. 

P Coburn . 

· This is a SbLi''' "":+r" Jt :"rorr Phil ' s Snowy Ski Tour Trip with 

the 1 st '\o t a.c,._ 'r ,~ .. " ~,~'. :",:; eJ' (' Eo'. }r s . 

)Jate; 3 0 - 8~-i '),-- .: '7 E, .. 

Monday; ',Ye ",.1 ; ,"Y'\.', , 'c. 

t he SCOlit l:i;'}.i 

"Tuesd2,y; :J::~,~;" _ .... , ' 

We dn esd: ... y; V'.~ ":':~.L,. 

Thurs.L.... ~ T~: 

C' 

Friday ; '::ont i :'" 

Then on t o ij' 

fo r ~n ctll~ r DJ,~'~ ~ 

Sa±urd2.2l; E .-:.n:-: 

.-sunda~r ~ ?i."!.: ~,sl: ·1 
~/ 

"" .. : ...... ., 

7t"l' 

ane.. had to ca"'lp out as 

L k 
- !. _.L 

, ',: 

Coburn, 

While or. h .. L. ~_,);I.~·',- .. "':·abY8.n:- and Car r ol 

/ --· viS.:LttJd f~ £18 )'1:'~ -.J': .) ..... ::!~~:tOi.~ ~: Caves Wh:':.;:':~l p.:- .. :(73d -::J be: v e ry 

.-j inter c~st:-:_E T~'.: ... ;,,,",i_::; ,--.. ~~~ ~U1 en c:1t crop of :.'",'QC~{ v .... i 1..n ~) Lo p of 

a hill o' .. i.r L;l' i'" l l";',J .)_;~ ,;~\,~,: ~i llaga SCr'UJ a r ea. Th0 o'ltnro l' t::.; 

ab0ut 31{:~s .. ::" :1 ci:::''";v'l:': ;f .... H~ C O rJ,na qhu1..LL 1 r:; to 25ms 0 +b trk , r!~h , ? 

I '~i hlJ~' L ;...·.8 a r e:.. W;~'S una ··r 

: " 
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.. . TRIP REPORTS:-
i ,' .\ : ..... 

Yarra:Qgo,billy. 29th,30th Janurary, 1977 •• • .. ' , ' 1Q:, 

", ,: 

' ,'; 

Abercrombie,. 12th, 13th February, 1977 

, Bungonia. 26th,27th February~1977 

,'~ , Field Day. 20th March, ' 1977 
.> 

Church Creek. 4th,5th,6th March, 1977 
, ' ,-;:-fi, ,~;: "':':':",:::-, '" :-':':'::':' ::, ',,',-:: :::; "'.-:: : ::::::-:;';' 

Builgonia ' S/Ih,)::}2th'p 13th 'March, 1977 

Timor. 26th; 27th March, 1917-

MOUNT WINGEN n THE , BURNING MOUNT~r •• 

Yarrangobilly .. Bth-11thApril, 1977. 

Wa,lli - Cliefden o ' 23-25th April, ,1977. 

O:t,ie.fden. 7:th-8th May, 1977 .. 

" Yarrango billy. • 11 th:"'13th June, 1917 

25th-26th June', 1977. 

" 2nd, 3rd July, 1977. 
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:?Oth-31stJuly,1977 

at Po:trtalg~ ' 17th July, 1977 
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THE SPELEOBUSHRANGERS • 

. Now be honestnWi::;;;;;:~"'::~ b~f~~~i~i£V~~~~~;~em in 

N.S.W. that is not associated with a bushranger?If these evil 

doers had banded together to form a Speleo Club it would have 

been the biggest and richest that the state has ever seen. 
. ,-I. I 

HOWieV~lrotlue~ did all thei+caving alone 9l~EIHyro~waiiH~~S{)fiI1~TaD 

I doubt whether they \'i0uldhave gained membership to A.S.F. 

-a:nyway.They had atrocTous safety records. 

Lets·now examine the explo±±s of some of these Speleo Bush

rangers and to keep it brief we will 'refer to them as B.M.S.C. 

( Bushrangers Mutual Speleological. Club). 

We will Pegin with. our old faithful ~amesMcKeown ( whom 
Jenolan Gui~es will quickly refer to as an escaped convict, not 

a bushrang?r) wJ:lQ explored the open arches at Jenolan in the 

1830's. His . cavi:r,lg c$.reerwas short as he was soon evicted by 

James Whalan. Perhaps McKeown should have applied for a permit 

for the weekend. His grave is said to be at Hazelgrove near 

Oberon though as yet I have not been out to see. 

We must leave Jenolan now as itfs future becomes far to la:~;./\?: '~1/,' 

:~i:= :~u:::~e;:ross the range» to Abercrombie. the h;ir~,~\~,: 
History tells us that Ralf Entwhistle and his Ribbon ga~~mm~k 

fought it out with the 39th Regiment around th~ ~Ch in N~~m~;\·.:.::n;::·:" 
1831. Three: of the gang were shot and the rema~n~ng tenw~r :<td~~' 
captu::~~) }}~,~~r three day~ when their amm~~~~L~Olj r~¥H8u0tjo ~&¥a;;1;}rt~~~~ 

' were hanged' ~n :sa thurst . In February 1832. The J.eg lrons ' onf:;:::::::::?::}f .. :.::::@i:., 

display in the Arch date from this time. So ended the longe~:~.:{(,' }{·::~~:~;;:::;.:.:. 

cave inspection at Abercrombie, imagine the cost f or tic~.~;f4~\JK~:-:;;itl 
. . :,',','.W////IIINIINIf,·,'.· ...... ,',' .. ' .' 

" Now \./6 ' must be careful when we read of references to ::::.A.p'.:¢.rei'·6mb~~ .... " 
that they refer to the Caves, and not the A bercrombie ::}~¥?.~.e~ft:>{:~!;f:i{:~m:~ 
I can find no reference to the f act that Ben Hall, used::r:6':r:;"'e'v'en :::}::::::::f 

• • . . . . . .. .. :::::.:.: ... ~.::: ...... : :"~i::':::"' •.... ": ...... " ::;:;::::::f.:: 
v~s~ ted the Abercrombl.e Cavc:;s .' . ,' . ..:'. :. ::::::~.~: 

Wedtn·~q ·· . . He had friends in the ' - Ab:!rc;~:~h~&i;ii!$:· 
Ranges wholP he viei ted \'Ihen ' travelling between the Lac1jlmt .?-nq:;:. :::::::f: 

. '::. ' .. .'. . ':;:::,',' ',,/i 

Goulburn dis·tlJicts, but the caves were to well known in~{iJ~e,'~~Atr:.:~: 
18601 s for them to be used as a bushrangers hideout. Th~~:f··69-y:~~:·:·::tlft.: 
had be~n kno~n an!;1 ~iSi ted by everyone from miners .::~g;:~:;F.9¥~;~~rs ::i~l\~ 
f()rth~rty .. years . prlor to Ben Hall t s day .. They ha(l:::~:~een surveyedi:::t 

explo~ed,lived in and built on ( dance floQr )~ef§fK -:~~:~.,'.,'.~\~i~·,' .. !1M[J,' 
even to 

1 
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Hardly a place f or any self-respecting bushranger to try to 
stay concealed and a bushman such as Hall would never let himself 
be caught in the natural enclosed trap which is Abercrombie Caves. 

However 11 any bushranger of note ever used the caves to 
advantage it would have been Johnny Piesley whose It territory" was 
The Abercrombie area. He ranged in the late 1850's teaming up 
with Frank Gardiner for a few famous shootouts With police in 

the Abercrombie area. If Fiesleyused the caves, it would only 
have been for a short time as he was caught and hung in 1862. 

Assuming then that Ben · Hall avoided the Abercrombie tttrapsU 
and was not going to be caught like Entwhistle, we will follow 
him back across the Lachlan Plain where mail coaches crossed, 
"Ben NaIl permitting" • . In ·his own Weddin Mts' he used sandstone 
and quartzite overhangs .for shelter and storage ·but did he USe 
limestone caves? 

In the Bungonia Book a re ference is made to .the. possi bili ty 
of Hall, Gilb~rt.and DUnn using those caves in 1865,but as the 
book suggests, this is doubtfull. They were not in the Goulburn 
area long enough to use the caves. Furthermore the area was 
unknown to them, the polii3 were close ( in a matter of months 

I 

all three would be dead) and the unknown terrain at Bungonia 
would not lead to a safe get away if the police did close in on 
them there. Besides they were not up on S.R.T. and they had 
forgotten thei:t ladders this time. 

Earli~r in 1863 the hooves of the gang's horses clattered over 
limestone, at Cliefden, when the gang was raiding in the area. 
The caves at Cliefden and Walli are not the type that would be 
attractive to an outlaw. They were hard to find with small 
entrances and a little close to Carcoar and the "trapsn~ Even 
old William Montaque Rothery the owner of Cliefden who was tiEd 
in a chair while bushrangers enjoyed themselves at his expense 
never entered the caves. Ferhaps the early miner / settler 
cavers were attracjed by the large open arches such as Jenolan 
and AbeJ!crombie~ which resulted in the early popularity of 
these areas and not others. 

, 
The Nelungaloo Caves near Parkes ~ave the disti.nction of being 

called Ben Hall's Cave~.nThe Lachl~ Tourist" writes tt The legend 
suggested that Ben Hall frequented an Inn . on the Forbes-Bogan 
Gate road and thed this esca:pe route; if strangers were sighted, 
involved horses tethered in Goolbang Cree.k and a swift ride 
upstream to a cave. Tho legend also suggests that Hall rode into 

, . 

the cave mouth from the creek Etbd that the cave could be negotia-
ted for a mile underground~ . 

3 



, S'.U . '3.8 • who have been working in the ' area have been unable 
, , to:prove' 'this' legendandal though ' ,the caveS are ' near where Ben 

Hall was Shot, ' 'the: area', i~{ ali ttl.ebi t too:far north for Ben Hall 
to havevi&i tea too orten, out who knows· .. ; .{I,.s George Knox, the 

, Superintend.erit at Abercrombie Cavesputs it, ' '?Of Ben Hall we are 
sure o:fthree things only", Where he \lTa:s ,born, where he lived and 
wherehB ;diQd~AlI ~elseis mere speculation. tt Not a bad policy 
to' remember, :especiall): in relation to cave areas • 

. ,Moving now to other areas we find reference to a man called 
Glover who was ' said tobe arnember of the Hall gang ( I find no 
reference to this) and plant:ed gold in the eooleman-Blue Water
hol,es area. 

At Timor, The Main Cave is supposed to have "F Ward 1885" 
written on the ceiling. Fred Ward was the name of Captain , 
Thunderbolt, New England Bushranger who was shot in 1870, ' YES 1870. 

' While another inscription in carbon onthe ceiling in ,Clwatmore 
Cave near Braidwood reads it T Clarke 1862'''. The ' Clarkes '( 'on,e was 

Tom ) roamed this area bef~re turning to bushranging. As ' a 
bushrangers haunt Cleatmore Caves are ideal. The Clarkes were 
hanged in 1867. The inscription may b~;genuine though the style 
o'f handwriting , does riot look ,old. However the fact that the month 
and year are given adds to it's authenticity. 

The Hunter Valley bushranger II Jewboy " Davis is said to have 
stored his loo-~ on Pilchers Mountain. There are caves at Pilcher's 
Hill, near Dungog. Whe·re you ask?? 

Well maybe they caved, maybe they didn't .. Whatever the case the 
legends will continue to grow and facts will become as foggy as a 
pair of spectacles ' in Main Cliefden. 

We do knO'iJT however of Bushranging S peleo ' s which are active 
today either collecting loot from tourists before a cave inspection 
Dr after a speleo trip in the form of trip fees. 
References; 
Timor Caves - S.S.S. 1976. , Wild Colonial BoyS-F.Clune 1975. 
Bungonia Caves - S.S.S. 1972. Abercrombie Caves Reserve Tourist 
Snowy Mountain Walks - Geehi Club, Department. 1970. 

, , 1971. 

JenolanCaves ' -B.Dunlop - 1969. 
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EQUIPMENT HANDLING AND MAINTAINANCE 

With the accent ,on safety in caves, it is a must that whe 
club equipment be handled with care and kept in first class 
condition; 
ROPES : 

Ropes must be subjected to close and detailed inspection after 
use for wear or damag~. External wear is signified by slight 

burring of the fibres "i this does not weaken a rope as much as 
internal wear and damage. Internal inspection may be carried .u't 
by gently opening the strands of the rope and examingng the inside 

fo~ w~ar or daniage due to abrasive particles such as sand, small 
rocks ect. If there is internal wear it is a warning of age and 
weakness. 

Wear or damage can be minimise'd by careful handling,i.e.;-
1. Do not tread ' on the rope Or allow rocks to fall (In it. 
Ensure that suitable pac~ing is used to prevent rope from 
contacting abrasive surfaces. 
2. Ropes must be protected from corrosive chemicals and 
fumes. 
3. Do not leave ropes exposed to strong sunlight for lorig 
periods. 
4. Never dry a rope near a fire or expose it to extreme 
heat. 
5. Pack the rope in a bag to prevent damage during transport 
underground. 
6. The ends of natural fibres ropes should be whipped to 
prevent fraying. 
7. The ends of nylon rope should be fused together. , 
8. Ropes must not be stored wet, they must be dried in a 

cool airy place, hung in loose loops. 
ge A rope which has been subjected to a serere shock, undue 
stress or shows evidence of wear or damage MUST NOT BE USED 
AS A LIFELINE, it shoyld be destroyed, or alternatly it 
should be clearly marked as being unsafe., 
10. Knots must not be left in ropes as damage may result. 

LADDERS; 
Ladders must be subjected to a periodic examination for damage 

or wear. This may take the form of external wear, internal friction 
corrosion or abuse. 

External wear can be reduced by protecting the ladder from 
abrasion on rocks. 

Internal friction is more important than external wear and is 
harder to detect as is corrosion. After use the ladder shoyld be 

thoroughly cleaned before st9.ing. 
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Wear may be minimised by;:-:: 
1. Avoidipgreverse bends whi9h ,are detrimenta,l to the wire. 
2'. Keep laJiders and trace~ clear of corrosive substances,. 
3. Protect ladders from sharp edges . 
4. Wire rope ends must be properly secured to prevent fraying. 
5. Never climb ladders wearing boots having nailed soles or clip 

type fasteners. 
6. Ladders should be carried in protecti~e bags. 
7.· Ladders should be stored in a well ventilated place. 
8. ' Frequently check attachments and rung joints. 
9. Ladders subjected to severe loads or stresses should not be used. 
NOTE: If there is any doubt about any equipment refer to the equip
ment officer or safety officer. 

MAINTENANCE OF LAMPS AND BATTERIES: 

Provided that the lamps are given reasonable maintenance you 
should receive long and sat~sfactory life from them under the most 
arduous conditions provided that the following procedures are 
carriedout;-
1. Never use alamp for more than 9 hours without recharging. 
2. Top up with pure distilled water with the battery in' an upright 

position and only filled t o the bottom of the 'fill line. 
3. For best light output bulbs should be changed every <three months. 

Adjustment of the beam can be achieved by screwing the bulb in 
or out in the holder. 

4. Any lamp not in constant use should be cycled 9 hours discharge 
and recharged. 

5. To place lamps on charge; place lamp on the charging key and 
turn counter clockwise 180o ~ 

6. Lamps should be topped up and given one cycle of discharge and 
charge before putting into s ervice. 

NOTE: If there is any doubt whatsoever about the condition of our 
equipment, please refer it to our Equipment Officer or Safety Officer 
for ratification. 

REMEMBER: We have an excellent safety record within the club -
LET US KEEP IT THA T WAY: 

,. 
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Australian Caves and Cayin,g . 
by Wolfgang Kahrau o 

Australian National History -Vol 18/6 June 75! 
Special Issue 'on Australian Caves. 

Australian Speleo Abstracts Vol. 1-8. 
, by S.S.S. & A.S.F. ' 

Australian Speleology 1971. 
by AoS.F. 

British Caver 
Vol. 56,57 & 58. 

Bungonia Caves. 
, By 8.S.So Occasional Paper. No.4. 

Communications. 
by S.B.S. 'Dccasional Paper. No.1. 

Exploration & Speleogeography of Mammoth Cave, Jenolan~ 
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Journal of Australian Cave Researeh. · 
Bound Vol.1 - 2 .- 3· ... 4. . 
IllawarraSpeleological Society 
Bound Vol., 1 ,. " 
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N.S. W. Institute Technology. 
Bound' Vol.1. 
Metropoliton Speleological Societyo 
Bound Vol.i. ' 
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Bound Vol.i. 
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National Univ. Caving Club. 
Bound Vol.i. 
Southern Caving Society 01 Tasmania. 
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Stop Press 

S.U.S.S. Bull ,i 

Origina l Jour nal Of S.S . S. Bound Vol.i. 
Sydney University Speleological Society, 
Bound ' Val,!>" t- 2, - 3. ' 

The Very La t est. Camberra Speleological Society .. 
Bound Vol. i~ ' 0, 

Trag. '<,Kempsey -Speleological Society. 
,Bound , Vol. 1 • ' 

The Western Caver. Western Australian Speleological Group. 
Bound ' Vol. 1 & 2. 

-----------------------oooOooo-----------~-~-------~~-~---

L~T OF MAPS HELD by LIBRARIjiN 1977. 
Endless Cave, Kincumber. Long Section , of daylight Chamber. , 
Surface Traverse of T4, T16, Ti7, T18, & T19. Tuglow. 
Waterfall Cave Tj9, Tuglow. 
Wombat Cave, ~i6"T17, Ti8, Tuglow. 
Moonmilk.Cave, T4, Tuglow. 
Dip Cave, Wee Jasper. 
Signature and Punchbow~ Caves, We e Kasper Cave Area. 
Caves South of Braidwood, Sketch '[IIlap of Area. 
Eendethera Caves', Area map ( sketch). 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WHERE mIE ACTION IS... and one f or the po tho l ,e 1 
Back to the caveman life clambers Alan Hubbard. 

. . ~" . 

( EXTRACT from nHigh Life", a British Airw'ays magazine dated 
June, 1977.) 

Only tho British could celebrate the Queen1s Silver Jubilee 
be' disappearing down a hole, the deepest one they can find. All 
being well, the Union Jack will be implanted this SU1111Iler som~ 
8000 feet under a mountain known as Kuh-e-Shahu just to show 
that anything Sir John Hunt can do on Everest in Coronation 

Year, members of the British Speleological Expedition can do in 

reverse. 
Kuh-e-Shahu stands s omewhere in Iran, and it's $ubteranaen 

roots might reveal cave depths down to the 8000 ft., which, if 
plumbed successfully, would almost double the distance consid
ered the world record s e t in the French Pyrenees. 

, The leader of the 20-strong ' expedition,ru.chard Stevenson 
30, f~qm ,Priddy, in Somerset, says , they are do~ng at all for 
Queen~:hq. country. "When we realised this was Jubilee Y,ear, 

, 0 

it occured tb us that as someone had already climbed the highest 
mountain, a:ppropria t ely enoughiri Coronation Year, the only 
place t oo plant the, Union J a ck was in the deepest possible cave 
we couldfind~iI As a; by-product, the team (average age 26) will 
carry out sci,entific rea s earch ~ if r equested, and will also assist 

9 
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in a BBC fUm on blind cave fish. 

All memb.ers -Of the team 8:re leading potholers from Wales and 
the West Country, and this ~xpe~ition is just the tip of the 
stalagmite as far as the sport- for that is what it is considered -
is conserned in Britian. 

It is generally recognised that every weekend, more Britons, p 
pro rata, are concerned in more sports and leisure activities, 
than any other nation on earth. The f a ct that we are often quite 
as good at whatever we are doing as the others is relatively 
immaterial. 

For the accomplished speleol ogists, however, the performance 
of our intrepid l a ds in Iran w·il1 have a sort of World Cup quality 
of anticipation about it. For once, if we hit rock bottom, wontt 
we have done well. 

Extract fr om tHigh Life'. 

000000 00000000 0000 

TRI:P REPOR~S: 

1Qrlangobiiiy 29t:h~ 30i~_ ~apuary, 1977. 
AIM; Familiarisation and Photography • . 

M.Sammut. 

Memilers Present; K.Bilger TL? B.Skinn, T.Coleborn, L.Bilger. 

We all arrivsd Friday night after an uneventful trip. Saturday 
W$ checked in a t the guides office, Then set off with map and 
directions t o find Y50. 

About 4.00 pm. that afternoon accompanied by much bad 
language, we gave up l ooking a nd wont back to Cotterill's. 
Sunday we were back t o the guides office· for more directions to 
Y50,"After another 2 hours scrub bashing, we f ound the bloody 
cave, what a relief. 

The next problem was the gate 7 if anyone thinks nOdyssey" gate 
was good wait till they s ee this one. Anyvlay into the cave, it. 
consists ba sically of one large chamber and contains an a stounding 
array of formations. Then comes thGIIHill" which has t o be climbed 
to rea ch the car, . 

Monday dawned bright and sunny again, Terry had a bad toe,. so 
Brien and I went t o have a 100k a t Y5, a discription of which is 
in one of the A.S.B. Newsletters. WE did not see the high level 
a s we didn't have time t o l ook f or the way up t o it, but what we 
saw was very go od. At the enG! of the cave is an a ctive stream 
entering so we climbed up t o · se e where it was coming from , It 
runs out of a small hole in the w,qll. The climb down wa s a hard 
one as one was generous ely assisted by gravity, and a lack of 
handholds. 

On the way back to the entrance we discovered twa forms of 
life in the' water in · the cave, but, having no containers to 
collect specimems in, we left this till another trip. At the 
Entrance we'stopped to watch the lizards, which abound ther e , 
for a While, then hoaded back t o camp t o pack f or homo, which 
we did after returning the keys and maps to the guides office. 

10 K.Bilger. 
; , '." }:' 
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{:~~fiIn; . social 'w~ekend"Ann~al G~n,{~~aiMeetingp ...... . 

; .. ~ d'~~: .. i·: Saturday n~ght a fter the mGGtlng a fancy dress party was held 
\.0);':'. ~:\costumnes being ' restr;ict:ed t o' pC:r'iod costumnes orr the early d.ays 

······'j'·-::iV¢f Abercrombie. A priz:e was o:warded f or the best c ostUIIlB • . \ .. ~.: .. :: .... ~':. ..... ~ 
t{'! /"~'" Later a wine tasting was held which almost turned into a 

'J .\1 drunken orgy. Prior to the wine t a sting s ome movie .. :tilni tak~n 
': (:i .en .. previous trips"' was :'shown ", alsosonie ' sli:des w~re shown~H:·:~k:.~. 
y /~ 

]? .Sammut. l! 

t 
:~'!.'!:.~':ft,_ 

BUNGONIA 
_.:==:== ...... 26th, 27th February, 1977. 
Aim; General Cavin~. 
~ ~.- ---
Members Present; K.Bilger, TL. B.Skinn, T .Coleborn, L.~l·ger, 

. J"':"Cummings, A. Cummings, G. Cuinmings , B .Ri chard •. , 

This started as a trip to Bendethera, w,as ' ¢hanged~ :tv ,Wyanbene 
and due to some ' heavy r a in and a flooded river ended as ,a trip 
to Bungonia'. 

:People cont:mued to arrive at all h ours till Sa tul;'day' dawned. 
We split in,t() two groups, Brien, Terry and l\1yself to ~ do B51-16 
using SRT ,and the ' rest to do some photography in Grill. After 
4 hours in 1351-16, we climbe.d out being unable t .o find the 
connection from 51 t o 16. 

!:fter lunch we a ssaulted the ca ve from B16 entrance to try 
and locate the connection this ~way ~ which we did after some 
hard work. Meanwhile the others had spent the da y looking into e¥ 
e~ery hole they could find in Grill. 

A:fter tea the "keen members lt decided t o have alook at 
Acous"Qi~ • The b'ig pi teh is no t ha rd t o find as it is well named .. 
v.Te rigged the pitch from a . large rock in the middle of tlle 
passage and proceeded down. At the bottom of the'pitch there is 
a short walk to a nother drop about 6 metres down, we decided' 
not · to ·go any further <'on, s o back up .the . pi teh, a good climb, , 
and back- to camp after : only two hour$undergrout1d~ : 

S~ay morning saw us off t o B2'4,again SRT, except Graham 
and Peter who were going t o ladder out. A very small quantity 
of co? was encounted at the bott om of the Golden Fleece Pitch~ 
but got no worse further down. . . • 

We went to the bottom of'the Shale Band, then up into the 
neyr. s?ction for. a quick look, then we headed out • 

. . : After derigging ' the pitches we headed back ,to camp after 
5 hours Underground, packed·upand headed home . 

., .... . ":' \;' " , ' , '.>:" K.Bilger. 

:FIELD DAY AT THE PoRTALS 20th March, 1977 •. ·· 
M~~b~:;:~:::::E~:i~ri:r~:: : :::::~:J1~tthews, Tony & Donna Ellis, Paul & Angela 

McKendry, Carol Mi·ller • 

. It was ~.20pmbefore we were all there, an.d everyone was 'eager 
to get started. 

The at'ternoon was spent practising belaying and' ladder ' climb
ing and learning to a bseil and jumar for .the newer members, 
.Although only a few members turned up and a lack of equipment, 
no one could have asked f or a better. day. .tty/ 

C .Miller ~ \ 
; ~ ~~ ~~ ;H ~;; ~~~;::;: ~:: ::::.; !:! ; ~:~ 
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CHURCH CREEK +' RAIN = KOWMUNG . HIKE." 4th, 5th1 6th., March, 1977. 
Members Present; G;Powell TL',T.Matthews, K~Bilger, G.Cummings, 
.,Visitors; - D.Remme, R,Etherton, J.Lark. 0 •• : . " 

. ' . 

'Al though it 'had been raining f or two weeks bef.ore this trip, ..... . .. . 
. fit wabSttdecided .s.~o go ahead with the planned expedi tiGn and .. hope ' .' " i 

or e er wea,liller. . i . 

Rain fell ' all the way t6Jenolan Caves where cho~olatebiscui tis' . 
were'-:';J::fonsumed in the Grand Arch, while rain fell heavily outside . . 
and ··the mist rolled ' in. The final leg of the trip t o Kanangra \Valls 
was $.lso done inthe 1'ain ana mist. 

After changing a flat tyre we set off across .the Kanangra Tops 
at 2ttD,'I Saturday morning. At this time the rain stopped and the mist 
liftqd to ±bveal the whole area brilliantly lit by a :full moon., 
Mist ... swirled up out of thE: gorges a s we sloshe(1. our way across . the tops 
with . thet:J:'ac~ ,windingahead like a ·silver ribbon.· Torches were not 
need.ed. to find the way. We passed the Kanangra Trig'and descended to 
the .Coal Seam Cave to sp~nd the remainder of the night. . 

Wllenwe awoke, the mist had rolled in again but began to clear 
as we descended the long ridge over Bullhead Mountain 'andCambage 
Spire to the Kowmung. This route is gradual until Cambnge Spire is 
Feachedthen it drops very · s!.),q,rply to the. Kowmung .·gorge ~ sometimes 
over sheer cliffs • . Care must· be ·taken. . 

As "anticipa,ted, the kowmung 'Was iJl flood 'so 'We · had <lwell 
deserved swim, pitched C2..mp on a grassy flat riear the junction 
with Christy's Creek and .had lunch. 

A sudden heavy thunderstorm sent us scattering :for cov:er:bu. .. · 
it. soon cleared s.o we decideem to 'Walk up -the river bank 'to . see, .' 
if we 'c'ould cross it anywhere to get to the caves. W8' vra:J::ked ·to 
the Church Creek junction but ·f ound the river impassable wi-j:!1. 
very deep, fast 'flowing . muddy water all the way. . 

On th(3 return to camp the sky cleared to a cloucnes's blue 
and brilliant sunshine was shed over th~river oaks, rOcks, . 
cliffs and wate:f of the picturesque Kowmung River Valley. We 
swam~nd got sunburnt for the remainder of the afternoon and 
as a fine mist rolled dow'n the valleys and the sun shed its 
last brilliant rays on the mountain peaks towering above ·us, we 
enjoyed our evening meal and sat around the camp fire. The night . 
was very warm and we 'Wandered along the rocky river bank to watch 
the full tilOon shining silver on rushing .waters, . then retired 

to b;:n~:~e:O:ri~~~~~~~m~~~mij,rr~~~d;~ . ' ~.~ ~~j;@f~:~~~ 
out before the.;;)'lGatWer>be6~me too 

.... "In. la02 the exp1:~rer l::3a;~t:":G~l.LJ_J..e!r 
;;.;:;'-;:;);;:i.HH((J{~;i-!:eiit; in .his log. r! ~li;~~~i~~~~~*1;~~~~~~~~~;~~;:.<: 

"tr I ~~~~~~:\Ht?;;tB~t:mornlp'g tw:< 
mountain, . at . the <foQ.t of whicp we 
whether it was' to tr~vel 

Their re:port was b~-,-.u"" . ;<,_,, __ c 

several 'places wi thou" 
running great rio Th 
like as:: 
even bEt' ··· . 
necessary to descend 
wer;e :evident without th 

. Bar:r::alliers unsucces~..L"""'''''' ' 
ended n.ear here •. 

The ascen:l:;. .. was 
Spire but the "vi 
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the walls we 'stopped now and again 
that we ' had ' stashed, on the way 

.".t:"·<:>::." C'~attered, cockatoosscre'amed overhead and the 
r;r.'~'fitB:-:':·:. · · · f wate:p cascaded from the cli:(fs to the gorges ' 

..... aded our way along the ridge, }.pack over Bull
' . und Cottage ROiek. past . the Obil Seam Cave 

tho Tops. Tpc vi~w ' Was ' b:t?<1 tlitaking ,the. 

Cl~~c1~!ke~e~!h~~~rie.~~~i~~~~{t~~ ~~:t to 
Ka,nam~~~t~~o,n~:T.~:~.ants of silver wat~r cascaded and thundered 

low, in an unbelievable spectacle of nature. 

: .: . storm back to ' the cars; the sights and sounds 
nceG!.this weekend far outpaced ,the slight 

-t;"':J,:'''~J'l",nt of not being able to read1i: the Caves because of 
Kowmung. . 

""'h ..... '.'.' . . v~ ... ere were only seven people on this trip,' our 
so?memorable and beautiful, ' that to me, the 

eighth member was always evident • 

. G.Powell. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

eyes and 
therefor 

BUNGONIA: SEARCH Al'JD,RESCUE ., 12th,13tb. March, 1977. 
MembersPrescnt.B.Richarc1, ' TIle C .Miller, B.Skinn, J • Cummings, 

A.Cummings, T.Coleborn, L.Bilger, K.:Bilger, 
G.Cumming s • 

. . After a ' sh()rt briefing session on SaturBay morning we were 
dlivided ,in ' to tca..."1ls. We were working with members ofSt George 
Area Caving . Club • . 

. . 

Our first exercise was ,a vertical lift,with a lylo as a 
stretcher,; o-q,t of GrilICave .daylight hole • . 

The :, rescue :was ' carr:i,ed . O"L!-t sucessfully wi thonly one minor 
problem. A rock was dislodg ed on the edge of t~e hble before 
tho lifting t 09k place and it landed next to ' the patient who 
wasprepare,cl ' ready for lifting, but position ' directly under 
t ,hG shaft.. The lesson to be learnt from this is, move the 
pa:t;ientaway from directly llnder : pitches, while thepi:t;cb.is 
beingrigged ~ , ",' ; 

Tho ' seqonc1rescueinvolved' a see:rch and access and treat 
injury. Grape- M,crtls, :playing the htsterical mate of the ' injured. 
It involved two problems,' first to calm down an. hysteric,4. mate 
and find· ou;t the p:r:oblems, . e.g. the condition of patient,' ,where 
the patient is located and h ow it happened. This was avery good 
exercis.e as the patient was from the st Johns Ambulanqe, · GOlllburn 
and was.,made up with various injuries which looked extremely real. 
"'~he' third ex~;6;'i~~ invol;ed tre.ating a Pationtthat had fallen 

down a crevice and was suf:fering ·from ' a . broken pelvis 'and femur. 
This' exercise entailed a horizorital ,:s_tretGher carry through Fossi~ 
Cave. No grant problems were encouriteredapart from the injured 
person continually slipping further down the crevice, while being 
treated. This waS' over6om& by boi:ngable to get underneath the 
patient and supporting' him while the first aid was being carriecl 
out. 13 



The fourth exercise involve d a h orizontal a ssist t o a 
1)2.tient wi tn abac~ly lacerated leg out of UNSWSS Hole. 

This exercise is more (lifficul t then it sounds. You will , 
know what I mea n if you know UNSWSS HOLE : .... a long vIet , ' 
f lattener type cave, no more then two fe e t high with a ~everi 
f oot drop in the mi ddle .. The first a i d. on the exercise was 
a c:'ministered anct the res cue carried out sucessfully. 

. , , ', " 

Sund9:y morning Vias the debriefing session. The~~j~emphasis " 
'v-as the need to cave safely because it is extremliji~c1ifficul t 
t o reSC1J.e anybody ev_en from the most simpl~;, caves :~fter an 

~:~~:~~;N BETllt~A:'$1~,JI,~~~~jlJiKd. .. 
26th, 21th March, 1977. 

['1emborspresent; B~Richard; TLo GoCummings, L.Baker, P.Sammut. ' 

Arri ved campsite 1 .. 30am on SaturdaY1set up camp then into the 
eat for a good nights sleep. 

After breakfast we headed 6ff to the Isis river area t6 ~meet 
tl18 Hills S pa leo ' Club .. 

The' first cave visited ha s boen known for some time except , 
::Co::c two :new sections whi ch have been dug out., revealing quite 
a bit of good clean decorati on with ono section cont~ining a 
ex cellent bone deposito Th;:; entrance is in the process of being 
ga ted o 

The second cave visited is a completly new one which was 
~f ()und by the Hills Speleo Club and tho entranee was dug out 
'1 2' months 2.go ., 

The entrance' is a t the bottom of a 20ft gated rift. ,Their 
~~~::,ip }~oader nego tiated the horiz ontal squees8 at the bottom 
of t h o rift f ollowed by myself until I stat ed that I c ould 
:;''lo t broath~ just-- as I was trying to sort out why I was not 
Zeoling the best9 The Hills Speleo Club l eader came flying 
t hrough the squeeze mumberling II let me out I can't breath. 
oad air in a daylight rift only 20ft from the surf ace, tha t 
t hat a gas lighter wouldn't even light, so t his -cave we were 
a ble to' see, but I was told it is very biologically impotant 
with trogl ophiles animQ,ls ev erYl'There plus good decoration,,' · 

VIe then proce dedB further around the hill to the Lake Cave 
s -'L:opping ' on the way to check their 60 foet dig which l ooks t o 
have good prospects~ , 

The lower entrance of the l ake cave was negotmated a fter 
u:nlocking t he verysecure _gate. This entrance h as been du g through 
a r ock pile in a small do line that has been us ed over the years 
as a rU-bbish dump f or building material a n d f arm machinery • .At 
the bottom of the ro ck pile,. the lake was encountered , ,then there 
VT~H? a great deal of discussTIon ' as t o who was going a ny further 
( ih o ther words who was goinG to g e t wet first). I f ollowed 
the hill s spele o guide and the rest'of the group followed. ' 
Gettine wet up t o the waist and later up to' the shoulders was 
\'rell' 1:V'orth it, the de coration is exceptionaly good f or Timor. 
Strmv stalagti tes everYWhere, very active and very clean. 

, ' , 

A duck under ,was negotiated with a ga in excelle.nt formation 
, ,Zino. a further 100 ft of passage ending in a square half dry 
" ' chambero The squeeze between the ' l ower and higher level was 

:pointed out but it being full of vrater we ,deci ded t o l ,ook at 
thet6p entrance, which is higher up the hill. ' , 

' : ' ~1~iL2~T~ 14v~'~6'1{lif.: ' ; 
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We r eturned t o the sur:face and made our way up the hill to the 
top entrance. Graham attemped the entrance squeeze and gate and 
decided that discretion was the better part o~ valour and backed 
out mumblinG s omething about short legs ,and getting out again~ 

I foll owed ' the Hills Speleo Leaders doWn through the Gate 
and dropped into the final chamber and down through a dug cut 
solution tube t o the next chamber~ Here again confonted by more 
wading in tho +ake type chamber, only this time swimming is 
required t o viww all the decoration. 

Bbthsections of this cave ( upper and lower) are very 
important biologically~ in tho l ower section we encountered small 
troglophilesshrimps in the water., and the upper section contained 
black beetles which we had t o coach out of the way t o enable 
progress through the dUG section ,t o ,be made. 

Ret~ning to the surface proved a little difficult pulling 
onesel.! up through the 24" diameter steel pipe they have used to 
surround the gate. 

Saturday night we were invited to .be victims for Greg Powell'S 
:couts, to be rescued fr om the Belfrey Cave. This is part of their 

> caviirg course which was being conducted over tho weekend. 

Sunday wo j oined them for thOir do-briefing session and gave 
them a short talk on o:mserva tion iil.' caves a nc.i.safety in caves and 
then j oined them on a trip throuGh ' Timor Main~ ' 

Leaving Timor aJrea ar ound lunch time we headod f or home with 
a detour t o Burning Moup,tain. 

Burning Mountain has proved very interesting in more ways 
than on~, on arriving a t the end of the r oad we. discovered , tha t , 
a nearby 44 gallon garbage tdm contained the r emains of ' a number 
of Army ration pa cks which we scavenged before proceeding up the, 
walking track t o veiw , the natural burning of the coal seams. The 
three quater of an hours wa lkup the mountain was certainly worth 
while one" t o soe this natural phenomemon, the section riow burning 
just l ooks like a scene from Rotorua in New Zealand. 

Next time we will ' take caving gear t o explore the crevices 
where the coal ha s been burnt cut. Some of these seams have been 
6 - 8 feet wide. 

. ' 

The r e turn j ourney was uneventful and ' we .arrived home at 10pm. 

B.Richard. 

"MOUNT WINGEN THE BURNING MOUNTAINtI 

Soon after the first white men settled in the Upper Hunter, a farm 
hand namod Smar~ who was employed at Cressfield Station, just north 
of Scone, saw smoke rising among the hills to the north-east. He 
thought at first that.' it · wa s a bushfire , but day after day went by, 
and instead of moving or dying out, the smoke r ose continously from 
the sc:unv spot. ' :. 
Sm.art investigated then r eturned hurriedly t o Cressfield to announce 
that he had dis,cov'ere el ' a volcano! 'In March, 1882;, the news made 
headlines in theSycln~y . newspapers~ and before long severFtI 
ex-pedi tions. were made t o the mounta in, namea by the aborigines, "WINe 
JEN" (meaning It fire n ) t o study the supposecl volcano. 
O~ ' close · ·. ex~mi;na;t'idn;.: ,. it ·'\lias' ~ : foun(l t o te ·8. seamof :'tpick coal,.de.ep 
ul1der :th~ : earth, that. had been burning slowly tor': thcmsands o:f,jdars 
arid . emitt'ing su,lpurous smoke. . . ' . 

. . . The . moun'tains is stili burning . The fire moves at · a ra to of about ·' 
. ''::,:,':,·,'son

t
· .• :ee,p.:,: '" Yp,::,ae,.,~,.rd,. : .,d' ·'r,:,·, '.,oe" ,:Cakchs ,. y ee.r; :·:i; ts path . cJearly viai ble among the . cracked, 

that:; h aa. boon subsidea a s the coal seam below them 
burns out. .. 
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Perhaps the fire was caused by he ay ge.nera ted by the · oxidation 
of sulphur in pyri.tes; perhaps a burninr; tree ·fell across an 
outcrop of coal ' - no one now can say .. , · , ' . ; 

~he mountain is still burning and fifty yea rs ago , the smoke 
was , visible from -scone on a ' clear day, but it is gradually 
diminishing.A':few miles t o the s oui:;h, an eastwest f ault , cuts 
the seam, which is part · of the Greta coal series. ' In the far 
clistant future 1 when the firG: reaches that point, the mountain 
may cease t o burn. , 

Access tot:he , burning mQuntainis by a1i 'rriiie walking track 
,froni t ,he new Engl'anc1 Highway three miles north of Wingen. A ' 
car parking area is provided just past ,the bridge over the 
railway line. One then walks through agate on the southern 
side ' of .thehighway and f oll ows the ridge. The track is marked 
by red :indicators on tr~es. Ther~are t~o short, ste6p sections 
in the first part of the track, but from then on its an easy , 
walk around the side of the hill. This walk is through the burnt,,, 

. 'out area to where ' the rnou:ptain is, still burning ~ The ' :BUrning , 
Mountain is on priyat'e propertyan{i th;e lighting of fires or 
carrying of firearms is prohibit-co.. . ,.' 

'. (") 

.+++++++++++~+~++++++~~+++++++~++~+~+++++++++++++++ 

.... :.: .;;:::~:::~:!::~::3:~-=:g~\~~~~~~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~:~:::~: :~: -: ~:;: ... :. ' . 
)(/Hjf;UUtA:N~pl3mt;F?8th'~-:9th, 10th, 11 th April, 1977 • 
. :::::::::::; : :::::::~:m~:::::::;:::::;):!:::::~ : :::::: :~. -

BJ..m ."," ." GeTIE:;ral Caving & Photography. 

Members present; K.Bilger TL 1 : B.Skirin, T.Matthews, C~Miller 
L.Eilger +'4,. T.Coleborn,J ~Cummings, Alma Cumminc;s , Ann 
CummiEgs, , G • Cummings . ' ' ' , 

V~~i tors; E .Miller. . r~: ; ... : 

Friday morning a ft er talking to Kevin Parker~ we went into 
Eagles Nest with UNSWSS. At the end of the first two chambers 
most of , the party r e turned t o the Burface while five of us .. 
continued on to Rims End, which was very good as is most of the 
cave. 

Saturday we went for a walk up the river from t he tourist 
area to look for the Hanging Spring and the Natural Arch but we 
failed to find either. 

SundN we spli'% ~, :t'~:to two- groups. Four ,g Oing into' RestOriition': 
Y50 for photography and five ,going into Harrm.e Woo,c1 also for .' 
photogrf.1;phy. ' " , 

, Monday four of ' the gr oup from Harrie Wood tr~p on.: Sunday 
went . into Restoration for. s9,me .~-qr~her photOGraphy. The rest -'of 
the group went for a tourlst :trlp lnto Jersey Cave. 

On the way home we went t o "Talbingo 
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ABERCROMBIE: 28th,29th May, 1977. 
Aims Survey in the Northern Limes t one. 

Member~T~resent; B.Richard, PoSrunmut TL, B.~"k~rin, G.Cummings, 
G.Powel ,(C.Haywo od , N.Haywood, ) vlsltors. T.Matthews~ 
D.Anderson. ' , 

Well to start off we arri v ec1 at Abercrombie at 1'2. 30am. 
Abercrombie the country 'of the WET, WET, WET, weather" 

However,Fric1ay was the start of aneventfnll weekend f or 
Barry. . 

To start with Barry burnt his arm while ,putting anti;..freeze 
in .the, radiator of ~Ais Landy. Then came a$t5.<)¢l fine for bl ind
ing a coppers eyes with his driving liGht on the LANDY. Then 
while undoing his campervan a t Abercrombie he nearly chopped his 
finger ' ,off. He then drove off in the LANnY without disconnecting 
the campervan el ectrical socket from his landrover. THEN QUESS 
WHAT? He then backed the Landrover into the campervan and brok e 
twotail lights. Then he ,de cided he shouldn't have c .. ~l~~;;i;,,~:Qfs 
we ekend and went to bed. '.,' i~~V",:ii~~"~ .. 

SAT .. """,~ .... ~, 
___ a Several set off t o do some surveYlng In the Arc Mr Knox 

while others explored a few small holes in the ar ea i!~!1'~~;) 
-~'!!-

SUN-Brien, Greg , Barry and David wept t o have a l ook at R2bit Trap 
while Ted, Graham and the r;irls went t o have a l ook at Stableo 

Everyone l eft for horne a t 3pmthat aft ernoon except Barry, Brien 
and mys elrfr. We h elped t o r epair the Landy's wiring f or Barry' " 

P.Sarnrnut • 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

~~7FDEH -WALLI : . ~i!i~;~;~~ ~!:: ~~:~~~r:~:;' · .£~i,lill!11 
Members pres ent; K.Bilger TL(Walli~ T.Coleborn TL(Cliefden~::}r\~~\~\ll~~{{::: 
L.Bilger, B.Skinn, R.Hollanc1 SSS _ R.Holland SSS, L.Baker , :::::~~f:)~,~?~:::::::: 
L.Anchor SSS, S .Anchor, T .Ellis, ' A .McKendry, R.Ellis, D .EIlJ~~}:~;iJ::::':: 

~~~~~thews , ; 1111 ljik 
Three hours was spent in Piano Cave. wtere the tempera;:tv~#{##~ 

Humic:i ty were taken - ,:}}~{{{:}::::::~~:~::::::::::::::r, 

~f·e~~/~~i:ic1e:i5;011am. A'~~m~:a~~ ~:;:: 61 0 F, wate~:::r;::::;::::':'~:~:::~~o 

~~i~a;~~±Dp,M~ ~ o~:m ~ J~ 'kg~ it t~{~~~v5~b~~ ~ ",*{I~jilf[!(,\!;iil!11 
Area trogged ar ound Piano Cave anci~~t~~iino ExtensiQn..}t'.9r, Iit.6:spE? cts 

:::::::::: t~!~~!~; ~~ ~~s: ~;e~X~~~:ljf'~~i!!I~~J~~;i:;l~~~$;1,Jr,i.lli~lijf.i~, 
BOONDEROO: Four members entered Cl 3 and made their way to the sump 
to clean the white fl owstone tha t had been covered with mud. There 
wasn't a l ot o'f sucess as mud would have to be dug out. Will take 
shape obj Gctnext ,timeto clean mud out with. 
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MUD ON FORMATIONS is UNFORG01VABLE s o if we 'a r e t o continue t o 
SeG our caves in their na~uralDe~uty. PREVENTION IS BETTER 
THAN CURE. - . . 

Mo:ton gll.lli Cl. 69-C17Q. 
We proceeded to Mol ongu11i t o give the kids s ome more. experience 
a t l add ering . After s etting ,u p the pitch a t C170 entrance Bob then 
Louis e went down and f ound ·tha t the :rrtin had c~aus ed some mor e 
co laspe , making theent'r a ce v Gry danger ous .So we decided t o go 
back and have a l ook a Tetanus Cave near the hous e . . . 

I went down first and f ound myself s t anding on a pile of RU]g3.1SH 
at one end of a medium chamber. Bob came down and we explor ed the 
l eads at the f a r ·end. None of them Co very ~ f ar, s o we went out. 
Some of the de cora tion in the cave ·could have been ex cellent if 
l eft as na ture made the cave and not USED AS A RUBBISH PIT. In the 
middle of s ome rubbish at one end wa s small coTIection of Ooliteso-

: .... ::. ,' ',: 

, ' 
4 . .. : ... . ~ • 

.... 9;i~~1ft(tli!t) 
T.C oleborm. 

CLIEFDEN .· J~~AIN CLIEFDEN. 
SATURDAY· .< :-;. 
~ ~We headed stra i Ght t o the Boot Room where s ome party IJl emberf~ 
s pent .$Qme · time ' in phot ogr a phy. Then t o the Gong Room f or our sea rch 
of ;the Nooname.enah C onne ction~ Only one small l ow pa ssage s eemed t o 
fit the description given t o us. Even this a ppears t o l ead nowher e . 
Some ,connections. we f ound t o the Laura l Room and many otl1er c;r otto s 
fille d with wat er a nd crysta ls l ead of f the Main Gon E, Room passaG8 ~ 

, The Main Cavern wa s f oll owed f or about 100 meters with stilI 
mor e t o go . The migr a tion was begun t o Helictite Wall vi a Laura l (mud ) 
and Elephant Anus. He:r; e mor e pho to gr~tphy ~ whil e others inspe cted the 
crystals in the l ower parts • 

•. A s e t of l a r ger pa ssages opens up above the crystal 
sump. They a r e well decor a t ed with f l ows and shawl s ~ brilliant 
agairist ':the r ed mud. The full extent of the Main richt ha nd 
pass Cl;ge ,r emains unknown, but it r eaches high i n t o this right 
hand wall area . . ' 

. . .' 

.•.. .. Some members v ~':riturec1 a s f ar a s the Slopy r o ck a rea 
and the Crystal Room above it. A r eturn wa s made dire ctly via 
the short cut t o -th e Boo t Room. ' 

SU1TDAY· ' l': l ' b ::r .;;;..;;;==. 0 G /impses of the Main Chamber wer e t aken as we c lm eCL 

r a pidly :t o :the Boo t Room. On the way t o Hellictite Wall a passage 
in the right hand wall, in the vicini ty of the Elephant ,Anus l ec.ds 
up in :fl similar way and with simila r de cor a ti on t o the one in the 
right 'h$,nd wall a t Helictite · Wallmenti oned ·in Saturdays trip ( . 
Connection of. these two ca ves is likely refer t o Ma p) , 

.c ' '. n ' 
Oil thE; sl opy r ock ancl then t o t he crystal r oom and passage 

) 

.... 

I 

t o th~ Ap'paritions. In thi s a r ea a ,:-sr eat deal . of time.was spent 
phot ographing . The mud ·of this a r ea is sadly b,eiIf-g ' spr ci ac1 right 
a crbs.sthe white fl o'wstone and. poo l crysta lS 1n the ol el stre8J11 
passag8 ~ · A view .undorneath th e- f alse f l oor wher e pool rims cross J 

thepath,is wbrthwhil eto s eo the hugh white cr ystals. Ma ny of 
the~~~re ove~15 cms l ong (6" ) with smaller calcite ,crysta l S 
spri nging off them. . .. . , 

••.•..•... Ra ymond · and/ Dian · ~dnt fO'r:iJa:~c1 t o f erret out the mul tit1il.de I 
of pas s 8.·ges in the · Appari tiel! Are:2i: ~ : :J:hey f ound a chamber neVi. t o a ll 
of us .It is l a r ge and V sha ped ( . r ef er . t o Map) It is l ong wlth . , 
beautiful canopies of col ours from white , , awn, or ange t o the d ~ep~s~ 
rec1 ' and brown. Pools of crystals ar e s ot into ,tho fl ow;S a nd J;-ellctl t e r 

WorlIDmemt-i oning are the one we called the : Hers es Heacls,. A hlcher 
pa ssage f orms a" T a t the end of thi~8 chamber . <~tm {~Gf.r ':~n1f.%1m 
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. The roof is particularlybealtdiful~ where cloarstalacti -te ~3 
cover it evenlyan~ contrast with vidid red ' sh2~rsand flows o A 

. hole" in :the floor leads to a pair of crystal pools 9 01he ~~~1,j.n' 
Chamber )has pools of water accesc:i.1Jle fromi t to each s ide of 
the main floor. A low duck under leads to a smaller exten·;::; j.on 
with simiiar thouCh drier f ormations o 

We returned to fully expl or e all the : passages a:boundthe 
apparitionarea 9 then back to the Gong room via LauralRoom 9 

Here we searched ,a[:;3. i n f or the supposed Noonameenah C011ne ction 
without success and returned directly to the surface via the 
Boot and r-L.\IN c:l;~.rifBERo . 

" MONnAY· 
~----' 

JR.l~£'pOQ~ 0 Cl" 4 c; 

' A 1QOft of Bluewater rope proved to be a [;reat assistanc8' to 
those l ess steady on thei.5r feet, speeding up c1oscqnt ,ancl return 
ascent of the tilnnel~ 

The ' cavew0s fully explored by ferrets and 'mountain goat types 
of membeJ?s.,. • Spirl ts held high while we all slid dovll1 various ": 
mud lubri cated f l owstone slides and gained in [ rou]? sinring 
leaCJ: : by th~ ' junior . ChOl;US i n H Little P\:,ter Rabbit; n 

W ~ .~~.~~gO(~ ff~P -:.,Gr~c;,;·,?'1.UPfP "i.t~.tl1Y .s€:;i ,£~f:;G?:f)~e:g,,;2l~iU-=l3~({t.-1{w.p;:r:'[;r()~c1 ,, 

. -:.-
.::: ....... :. : ! ', " . 

Aim.; ... ~:r:ther E::r.pl?ratiQno 
Members Present; GoPowell TL, BoRicharc1 9 IJ.Bc"),kur, T.lVIa-cthe,w.s 3 

T • .EIITS ,-~R . :8'!l~fs; C •. N:J..ller; . D oDia} 9 B • ICing ~ P,.SparlCGs 9 G. CuIriinirl[;O) 
. ,B.Sk:i.nn~· J oAncler son, A,.TiIcKendry. . .. '" ., " . :: . 

VL3itors; JjoCa:~reyr~ ' DoBQ,rlow, B.LumleY1 C.HaYlvocd, NoDixon,Ii,~!8.cej " 
.. -= . 1 " · ~ 

~?rt; . 
Fora ch2_nge clear 8.utwnn weathll?r prevailed for the entj:r

Cl~efden weekend, and the above ground scenery of treos .glowi ng :u:'.. 
autmrm gold, J:'ivalled tho s cenery to be found underground. Yet down 
below we c1.i d goo 
. . .§):l,~;~'_llrday-aftern06ri ~;e 'E>pentoxploring Hain ~ Cliefc1~nfor allY 

possible new extens ions, though none were fouhd~ as "1'1011a8 ,, ' 
photography in the Main Chamber.> An electric generator w2scarri c:':" 
down to the entrance from the top of the hill and cables were 
dragged thrqugh ·to :the ma:iTI _ p:qamb~r" Itr .pJ~9,i,1JE "th.$ ... ,j:;vo lead ligh ' !~f) 

" 'in:+ a:-if'f8r~Dt :~_p'b: s,~ 1:i,~9n-~ , '~~: (ru.~·~·~ ~'.'s,p~ ,dtac}J..+_B:t~;, E;:rf'~9tC~~1 \Y.$rl1 p)::9d~red 
'·;;~ and _.so: the- cameras , we-re ; act1.ve. -T·he' bDSt ef£'ects " V.J eJ' 8 , a(jhl~-vec1 when 

~,!the- J.ights lller8 -h'ii:lden '~·frorri ; ~vie~.:·§,ricf ' ohl~;r the!f;r"! J?fb~'r, :' ~ f+J? :a]J9Yred 
to ;i:lluminate : ':011[6 · ,forma-t'ibns >M1nY' ~ ;df ~tlle'; iLOrClina-T}T-:" ) ~.f('jrmht±b':hs at 
the opposi to' .end of the cavern to the IiGi ant Stall! were revealed. 
in anew light, so to ~'peak, especially those hj;{::h ,~;tl,ptowardp the 

; '~eiling 0 " ; : " 

. : . . '. . 

Vie then explored the Cave past Helict1te \:al1 to the end of 
the passaGe beyond the "Ghos t Familyi! and into the r ockfall area 
beyolul the ~l eq,lcified poot lY • 

":.: . " . . . " :'" 



Sunda,,;y saw trips t o Tra pdoor a nd Murqer, while Rol:;ert Ellis 
and Mark=nixon dug steps to the Tra pdoor entrance t o make the assoent 
easier. On Sunday afterno on the main r eas on f or the Cliefden trip 
was carried out. Phillip Coburns memorial board wa s installed on 
the wall in the hut. This depict ed photo's, news clippings and text 
on a red felt background covered with perplex. This will now be on 
view f or all future visitors t o Clief den. 

Later some members walked down the cre ek behind the hut 
to the Belubula. I cannot recommend this walk t oo hiGhly t o all 
Cliefden visitors. The m2~oth rim pools and fl ow stones in the ~ I 
creek cannot be adequatly described here . They must be seen to be 
believed, preferable in good sunlight and in winter when the 
willow leaves don't hide the siz e of the rim poo ls~ The Belubula 
can be reached in less then 1 hour of casual wa lking . 

Most members le~t on Sunday, whil e s ome stayed till 
Monday morning and visited the Rothery Sisters a t Cliefden 
Homestead where they were pres ented with s ome coloured photos 
t aken ilhhere during clubs visit l ast November. The ladies were 
most appreciative. 

YARRANGOBILLY: 11th,12th and 13th June , 1977 • . 

Aim e Further exploration. -' 
~bers present; 
K.Bilger TL, B.Skinn, T.Matthews, G.Cumminr,s • . 

Visitors; J.Charley. 

Report; 

. G .Powell 

.::.::/~~}~::., X::·;'·;':::'t··:·:\~·~·~·::\·!·~·;:'\··;":·i:~"'~'~.~,:.:\ .. :.~"".:-:'.' ····~~r1;t?- c • • ~., \.,'~" • 

Saturd~ after checkinp in with Allen Norman, a nd check
ing up on the caves we could visit, we headed up the Cas tle track 
for Harrie Wood , where we spent about an hour. Next was about two 
hours in Castle. The difference i n the two caves was appreciated. 
We then went bnck to Mill cre ek t o l ocate a nd explore the swallet 
Y29, about an hour was spent l ookinf, a r ound in here. Quite abit of 
photography was indulged in durinG the time spent in these three 
caves. On the way ['ack to camp we had a l ook a t Y10 doline. 

Sunday morning we were alittle slow starting , it may have 
been due to the cold, everything but the runninG wa t er in the rivwr 
was solid ice, that included tents, sleeping bags e ct. Anyhow we 
eventually go t under~round after inspectinG and photogr a phinc the 
ice at the entrance. About 5 hours was spent exploring the Y10, as 
far as the extens i ons from Strawhaven Chamber, we a lso found the 
new section being surveyed by D.N.S.W.S.S. 

Having been ask to, we l ooked a t the possibility of 
gating the cnve~ This would be a diff icult task. That night we 
han. tea and slept at Kevin Parkers at Tal bingo . 

Monday we did a bit of phot ography in Jillabean~ Jack and 
myself then went on a t ourist trip into North Glory Hol e, while 
Brien, Ted and Graham did s ome electrically r e pa irs in Jersey. 

We lerlLt for home after this, deciding to do a t our through 
Cooma and Canberra on the way. 
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JENOLAN: 25th,26th JU1~, 1977. 

Aim; To select a suitable campsite for the proposed overnight 
stay in July. 

Members present; T.Matthews , BoSkinn, G.Powell, T.Ellis, 
G.~ummings, P.Sparkes, J.Anderson, W.Brown, KoRugg. 

RepJJrt; 
. On repl!1I'ting to the guides office we agreed to check out 

Mammoth flat for supposed untidiness a nd to report on our finds 
We found the speleo camping. area extremly tidy except for the 
portable toilet enclosure which had been dumped. there . It would 
be better r emoved from the site. 

Most members abseiled intothe Cavern. The choic e of using 
the rockpile descent into the Southern section was made for us 
since we had miss ed the forty f oot. The trip to Oolite Cavern was 
uneventful~ but one was amazed to notice tiny seedlings. growing 
deep in these tunnels fed only by the energy of passing cave 
lights • 

. , The river was extremly low and a trip deeper into the .. .;, 
Southern Section would have be en possible without getting wei 

Th8 climb into Upper Colite was l ed by Brien, who found he 
was abit to' long to fit comfortably into . the sinuous muddy upward 
squeeze .. This climb must be r egarded as difficul~ and this is a 
steading factor controllmng visita tion t o the Pisa Room. Only two 
parties had been in since our last visit in 1975. Most of us had 
our cameras. Many promising ~hots were taken including some in 
three dimensions using Tonyt~ Sd adaptor. 

Return was made t o the surface via the Rockpile. «treg and 
the NewCastle ffellows thens s pent an extra hour exploring the 
Railway Tunnel as far as the ninty fo ot drop while the rest of us 
ascended on the single rope. 

On the second day Bri8n, Graham and myself went into the 
Centra l Section. The aim. was t o s elect a campsite for the prop
osed overnight practice trip in July. Water was found in the sand 
passage and this would enabl e us to camp in Hors e show Cavern 
should we wish it v We made our way as f ar as. the 1tfa t erfalJ. . passage 
near the'dry Siphon I via Skull and Crossbones, Central Lake,; 
Central River and the I'1iddle Bit. The campsi tG us ed by SUUS ' in 
1961 was passed. The is ex cellent water here, hritt the site is 
small, suitable f or a party of 4 or ~ members. 

T.Matthews. 

CLIEFDEN: 2nd,3rd July, 1977. 
lim; To prepare the site f or the permanant a ttachement of 

. Phillip Coburns memoria l Plaque. 

Members present; 
T.Matthews , R.SandeTson. 

Visitors; 
CoKimmorley, N.Haywooc1~ CoHaywood. 

Report; 
We a rrived S8,turday morning made the necessary. arrangements 

with Mr Dunhill and shortly aft erwards made our way into Cl 1 .. 
T'he :first thing was to select the :fight place for the , plaque. 
Having done this t o our satisfaction we made our way slowly 
into the BOQ,t R,oom, and . as far as Helicti te Wall. 

'; . ". 

/ 



Corbett found caving not quite as he had expected but 
never-the-less put up a very de termined effort, improving 

. his technique all the way. Robert showed true skill at caving 
which is not unusual since he has been caving f 'o r about 4 years,. 

On Sunday, Corbett volunte;ered to chip the stone required for .; 
the setting olr the plaque. The task turned out· t o be a matnmoth one 
taking about 2 hours of painstaking, determined flaking. The effort 
was rewarded by an excellently sited and well protected , flat 

. location. However the drilling of holes still 'rieeds to be done. 
A new template and alternative drilling arrangements will be made 
by next trip. 

While this site preparation was going on ithe ·rGst of us ventured 
into MurdGr cave. This was very mUddy, even dangerous at the traverse 
beyond the gate. I decided it would bo safer to retreat from this 
point, so we spent about an hour in the upperungated section of the 
cave. 

Ted Matthews. 

l JENOM~; MAMMOW CAVE; 9th, 10th,July,1977. 
AJl1; To gain experience in camping underground for long periods. 
Members pre,sent; B.Skinn TL, K.Bilgor, P.Sammut, G.Cummings. 

i 
Report; 

Due t c some forseon · circumstances we arrived half an hour 
late at 8.30am, so after che cking in a t thenGuides Office we moved 
on up to Mammoth Flat and readied ourselves for the trip. 

~ . 10.00 oclock saw us enorgotic8.11y engaged in l owering the 
packs' down the 60' entrance pi teh, then after '#e shouldere.d our 
pack~,aj the bottom we moved on t o Horseshoe Cavern saying farewell 
to the sunshime f or 24 hours or so. 

We left our packs a t Horseshoe Cavern and continuo on t o 
the next possible campsite with Paul and Gral1aD1 going via Central 
River .,an.d Karl and myself forcilly lowere d clown the 90' at i;;he end 
of the ~ailwayTunnelo Findinc , Tha t much damage t o the pa cks and 
llhci 'mud would stop us gGtting our packs throue;h to this site. \'lc 
agrcec1 to ' camp in Hormgshoe . Cavern . But not t o be outdone we 
continued on . through the pass2.ge, past tho junction and eventually 
made it to the Gazora in the north-west passage, where we stopped 
ffor a breather then retUrned to tho Horseshoe Cavern f or 2, well 
earned dinner. 

After eating and r esting f or an hour or more. Karl, Graham 
and. myself sauntered off to fincl the Naked Lady Chamber ( and no we 
didn't find one) , while Paul Guc..rd,,,,d the camp from the insicle of 
his sleeping bag. A couple of hours l a ter we returned and pottered 
around camp adding the final t ouclles t o the campsite, then Karl 
spent two or s o hours picture takinG assisted by myself, while 
the others made their tea. 

But by 10.30 that night we were all in bed, satisfied with 
the. events so far. By about 7 the next morninG we were all up and 
preparing breakfast and preparing f or a trip to the the Oolite 

.. 
1 

Chamber. Paul and Graham had a l ook at the chamber while I showed -' 
Karl up the chimney t o Upper Oolite 9 which he climbed in ar)out 20 
minutes. After looking around a Ii ttl,e he climbed down , then we 
,all returned t o camp':~;::)liyin,g, .. 0. ·look . a.t .. ~he f c>'ri,.pn;i,:pe .... mQ;q.§,t..~~,,!),"~k~. t 

and }~~i;;;::::~~~,~~,~:!::ii;~I.~:~~~;:~;;::~::~i~:~!;,;~:~tl:I\::, 
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After repa cking all our gear and cleanin8 up the campsite 
we made our ways t o,,!arfIs t he entre.nce by carrying 9 pulling and 
dragging our packs f or about half an hour which wasnlt easy I 
can t ell you. But by 2 o' clock that aft ernoon we had r n.ised all 
the gear and were standing in sunshine again having completec 
28 sucessful hours underground . The entry and exit from the cave 
,was made easy by us finding the l ower entrance, s aving us 
Jumarin£_. or l adc1ering out, put i.~:i,s enlarged]:101e good or 

, bad f or the cave " , ' , 
All in all, -tra lua;:b:k:d!;-elkperienc e was gained by those 

members "pres ent especially me. 

FIELD DAY AT THE PORTALS. 17th July, 

Aim: Single r ope technique for members. r 

Mergbers present; T·.Col eborn, L.Bilger, B.Sklfum, rl.Sammut, 
K.Bi1Cer;t j.Charley, R.Sa'ndcrs on, A.Fa irweather. 

~xologles; T .Matthews. 

Re,Port; 
The aft ernbon wa s spent t eaching J ack and Rober .t the 

various t echniques involved in l aduer anu r ope work. Robert 
wa's put throuf,h his knots and 1)o th he and J a ck did their l adder 
work f or their membership requirements. No SRT Starters showed 
up who are participating in the Oddys therefor e it was agreed 
the Oddysey trip in Sept ember , should be changed to ladders. 

Terry Cole born. 

f-. /, .• ,' 
\.:~"''''; . .t.1:~.:1~ F'OUR WHEEL DRIVE TRIP - CHURCH CREEK; 23rc1-24 th July, 1977. 

, f ,,"~.4. 

:""". ~~ Aim; Exploration and photography. 

Members pres ent; T.Ma t t .hq:W;s,::>.,TL, G.Powell, G.Gummings. 
Vis:!-torsi Mr K.Remme, D.Remme. 

ReJ2.ort; 
Permission l1s(l been granted f or Cl nUIn'qe:rt>.of 4WD vechicles 

toenter the Yarranderhfarea, 'arrangements hifving bEfen made for us 
byMr Klaus Remme. Klaus, t ogether with s on, Dion, and friend 
Gregory made up the rest of our party. 

At about 12-15am on Saturday we gained entranee to 
Mr Langs proper:ty-anc.l p:r9ceec1ed- t o a n old l;wmestead "Twin Peaks" 
t o bed c1ownforwhat wasleft >ofthe niGht. Morning saw us 
j ogging at first then f ourwhc81driving t hrough this truly idyllic 
place. ' 

' Just for fun we climbed Mt Yarrarid~rio before lunching 
on oranses, and more oranges . Then 9 by sinuous ahel tortuous trail 
t o a soriofcar park? above the maincave~. > 

Tllecave was enter ed during thea:(ternoon and we spent 
bout 3 hoursunder gr .ounc.1 . All members >oftheparty were familiar 
with cave except f or myself and Graham . The cave presents no 
problems even f or inexperienced members in any company visiting 
the cave . Cave de cor at i on is quite profUs e , clean and col ourful 
in parts. Vanc1alism r emains at a mi ni mum due in part to the 
extreme diffi,cul ty in arri ving at the cav'e. 
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Sund§:Y after another pleasant evening at " Twin Peaks!! saw us 
visiting the historic mines cemetry anc'l P.O. of the old t own . 

Return was made via ColorlC Svmmp t o Mr Langs Gate and finally 
through snow bedecked pines t o Oberon and homeo 

T.Matthews. 

CLIEFDEN ~~ACING OF TIj:E PLAQUE IN : 9LIEJi'DEN JliiP~IN. ~0th,31st \fuly,1977 

Members~r.~s ~nt; T.C oleborn, TL. L.Bilger , K.BIilger, J.Charley 
R.Sander$..Pllt ·.:G.Poy,i.ell, L.Baker, R.Sanclerson, C .Miller, A.Fairweather 
T .Matthews . , , ' .' 

~~l ~~::,01 

Trt£ Report; If:\ 
The object of the weekend was t o place the plaque 

for Phill " inMa;tn~ This waS accomplished on Saturday morning. 
The attendanc,e on Saturday was remarkable, 10 B oM. S .. C., 20 O.S. S. 
and appro.. 15 visitors plus a couple o.f others, who had heard 
about it on the l ocal news the day before. . 

Sund~, Murclerwas searched,for the long lost green 
siral. It was never very lost~ only slightly misplaced by someboby 
who ·must ,have moved that section at sometime or other. It waS 
.f ormation' well worth finding. The l eft-hand branch was also . 
investigated and some new ( to us) Pel.SSBoge was found. After leaving 

. Murder we proceeded to" the digVt which still may or may not go. A 
wSlrd of warni:{}g next time you come to Cliefden bring your shovel and 
your strongest back. 

Greg, Robert, LiOpa,l .and Teel left after lunch, so Karl 
and I , took Jack and CherylintOYa-rrn;wigr;ah f or a couple of bours. 
It pays. to be a micro-bod, when it comes t o getting up that chimney ~ 
The younge s t of us had no trou bl e at all. \>:.:,. ': 

: '. ': ... : 

, · ~onc1aywas spe'nt do ing some :Ph6t.or~r2:phY in Main and 
cleaning up the hut. A pleasant weekend and one ' enjoyed I hope by all. 

Terry Coleborn. TL. 

PLACING PL.A9:UE Dr CLIEFDEN JliiAIN. 
' ;ftlf~tJNfNfEHftlfHffHIHjHI~~~HHtHE~jmI~E~H~~~~~~~;~~~~~I~U;~mtttJH~fHfIttjt1JfIJf;TI0H . . . 
A'·plci.;qu8 was" placc'Q "'i:i:f"CJ~i6fclon Main . entrance on Saturday , 

30th ·July, 1977 by members of tho Blue mountains Speleolog~cal Club, 
as a tribute to the memory of Phillip Coburn a fellow friend and 
caver. 

Cliefdei1 Main was Phills f avoritocave 9 Not a weekend 
went by ' when we were a t Cliefden, that he didn't pay a visit 
to Cl 11 , photOGraphing the Gio.nt Stal in the Main Chambor, 
Helictite Wall or tho Crystal Room as his slide collection p 

will veri£y. 

\ 

1 

I 

..". 

I , 



( 

[ 
. )-

t 

On Saturday morning the 30th July, members of B.M.S.C. 
gathered outside thG entrance t o Cl1 and commenced the work 
of preparing . f or the plaque. 

That aft ernoon members O~ance Spel eol ogical ~ocietyand 
friends from the Leo Club j oined Phill's .. f amily and friends of 
B.N.S.C. t o place the plaque i ll the entramze. A camer~an from 
CBN 8 was supplied by O.S.S. t o r ecord the event for the local 
news. 

After the plaque was plnced, members ofB.l\1.S.C. took 
Phillis family and frienQs from the Leo club on a tour of PhillIs 
f avorite cave to show them some of the mysteries, which lured 
Phill back time, time aGain t o this undergr ound paradise. 

Phill will be mi ssed by his friends in the club but I 
am sure every time they visit Cliefden Main Cave is pr esence 
would be felt. A trip through f'lain woul (~,n' t be the same without 
him. 

L.Bil ger • 

~ .. . 
JENOLAN; 27th, 28th August, 

.... N· 
• :d. 

1977. {:) 
\)11 ----

Aim; Explo:rmtion in Mammoth. ~. ~ 

t 
K.Bilger TL, J.Charley, R.Sanderson, B.Skinn. Memb~rs Pres ~nt; 

Rey-ort; . 
Saturd~~, . ... 
We arrlvedat 2-15am and checked lnto the gUldes offlce. 

We entered the cave at 10.30am proceeded t o Hors eshoe ' Cavern, via 
the 90 f oot, then down t o Mi ddle Bit~ Centra l River and the Junct
i on. At this point we expl ored 3, small passage just befer e the 
dry syphen, after this we l ooked despairingly for iIhe way onto the 
Great North C2.vern. 

La t er we retruned t e Horseshoe Cavern a nd' had s ome thing t o 
eat and · then headed t owar ds the Southern Section, but on r eaching 
the 40 f oo t, two of the cr oup beg2.n to e;e t cramps in the l egs, s o 
we made our way out of the cave . 

fuck a t camp we had tea and crashcc1 into lJe cl. 

SUnd~; 
We wen out t o TuCl ow' f or a drive , and t o check on the numbe 

er of people using the cavG, there were not many people there. 
While we were in M2.mrnoth we checked out the. r eo pened J1.3 

entrace with a view t o r ef,ating with a l ocko.ble Gate,· a report 
wos l eft with j~Gulley ' in reference t o this matter. 

.' ~~ 

'. \ b i 
K .Bilger •. ):[,.., .... . 

~:1 

YARRANGOBILLY: 1st,2nd,3rd October, 1977. ~t 
Ainu. Check out Y10 f or ga tine: p nd Phot ogr aph;j. 'tJ.,--l:~:~X7 
Members .Presen_'t ; K.~ilgerTL, J • Charl ey, T.Matthews ,'-B.Skinn. 

. !1 

~eR6rt~ §aturday; 1-10-77 
... Jack and myself che cked out Y10 in r espect of 

locatIng a suitable posi t i onto Gat e R~mston,e ,. ChambeJ:' . 'and Straw-
Haven. ',':, "'.":' '< .. .. ' .. , '. '" '. 

This oper ation wou1d requ~J;e . .. fQVr," seper-ate de-wi ces, 
two perrnanant an c1 two l ockabl e . The perma:n.~t fixtures woul d. be . 
located, one in the new bypas s t o S±r8;Ylhaven and the other inthe 
dug out entrance t o Lofty Chamber . ' ... ' i-'. .. . ' . 
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, , ' . • The l ockabl e, gat es could l;e l 'ocat er1 1 one i n the squeeze 
entrance , to Strawhaven and the othor in t he squeez e a t the top of the 
dirt slope up t o Rims tone Ch8JIlber. We al so t ook qUite ' a f ew photos 
in the, two main a r eas o~ decor a tion . 

, SIDTDAY; 2:"1 0-77 
:.'" 

The f our ol'us went into y61 f or some gener al cavine;'and 
to phot ograph the l ower s ection . ' 

, , l\1ONDAY : 
, ' " . We cleaned up Cotterils and then we'nt dowp ,' ,t o r eport: to 

All8;ri~ ' We packed our genr ancl1cft about ~ pm f or ' h,8me . 

1 ,J( • Bilger. 

BUNGONIA: 15th, 16th October, 1977. 

Familairisation of area . 
Me~~rs -PEesent: B.S~ipp, TL. M.Sammut, K.BilGer, J.Charley, 
C.MlITer, R.Sanaerson, G:.Powell, T.Ellis, R.Ellis,(M.Dixon ". 
Ericka Goodwyn ) visi t o~s.':~ 

Re,,;eQ:ct; Sa turdaxt 
After I arrived Sa turday morning we s e t off t o Grill 

cave basically t o show Erika wha t cavins was all about and to 
show the other members who hadn't previously beep t o Grill 

. where the pretties onc e where . Not h inG exci ting happenec1 except 
tha t Karl went into the f oul a ir t o s ee if heq)'ula find any 
tra ce of a couple of1)10kos who wer e suppos ed t o be ahead of us. 
Only t o find a headache f or his troubl es ins tea c1. As suminc; the other 
two would not ' have gone past the :foul 2.ir we procee ded to head 
out and arrived a t 1;the surfa ce thre e hours after entry. 

After lunch we weTe E1,tta cked by swams of Bl owflies in 
Ho gans Hole and a t the sarne time we had t o endure br eathinG 
Jarge amounts of fime dry dust liter ally splldnkled with airpockets 
just to make it inter esting. All the s ame the two hours spent 
undergr oun,cl wer e most enj oyabl e . Then aft er a quite r est in the 
sun most of us spent an hour grovelling through UNSW'SS Hol e 
enjoying tho narrow confines as aGai nst the l a r ger caveS we had 

, , entered before . 

§..unday; 
, Sunday morning saw us abs eiling into B51, l ooking 
'forvlard to crossing the Dragons Teeth and worming our way thrmugh 
the Spokeshave Squeeze , but neither f ormed any tru'e barrier. 
Caro~did get stuck in the Dragons Teeth but Sir Karl l ent a 
helping,ikand and she was free from the dragons evil clutches ~ 
racin~:;';u'~ over 'the l ast teeitb and quickly through the squeeze. (Phew) 

(j Another fift een minutes s aw us out in the sunshine · again 
after :rt most enj oyabl e ~~o hours under gr ound . . . 

, ;","\ Sunday:' afternoon bef ore we l eft, wa s spent pra ctiSing 
our abs'edling , jumaring and l ac1 r1 ering t echniques on tbebluff 
overlilioking Hogans Hol e . 

Brien Skinn. 
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