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. It is with great JLeasure\and\als0H&eap—sadness;I“prese&f‘ﬁhismd1th

Annual FTresident's Report.

. The olub has gempleted its 11th year. of formal existance as a spele—
ological club and 1t has been a very aetive one in many ways, parti --
icularly on the sporting side of caving, althﬂugh“so _baﬁe :
‘developed a wider scientific interest in the many activities of

cavmig} ‘ - : T N

I wicould Like ©o» urge all members to keep up‘the level of activity
that has existed over the last twelve months and it is very
encouraging t9 see, although I would like to see more serious
brojects belng undertaxen in 1977 to further a greater dedication
ir tie science of exploring caves. '

One of the moest active and dedicated club members met with a
traglc accident that has left us all very stunned.

Vic.are soing te miss the "Good day folks" and "the next Cliefden

Erip will Be .seewveMe

-T don't want to say much more because ny thoughts and-all our

thevghts have been suwnmed up very well in the newsletter written
by Gres Powell. We will never forget Phill's dedication and
entruziesm which has inspired us all. I personally feel a déep
sense- of pride =i2» to hava been able té have known Phill,

I would like all members to give serious thought te the way
Prill's name can be perpetuated in some form, net only to be
rereberad by cur club but by all speleological clubs throughout
dustraliae. s+ '

Ir. senciusion I weuld 1like to thank all ether committee members
Tor the time and effort they have put inte making 1976 such a
Vel ‘
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1977,

Fellow .Members,
e T | ﬁLth great honour that I present the 11th Annual Secretarial
Feport of the Blue Mountains Speleslcgieal Club, It has been 3

very good ycer scclally as- well as oavlng acttvttler ' & 0
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deubership: Our club remberahip dhwemeih e AT—oonprising 27

fuil mimbers znd 9 prospeciive members wiith 2 honoury nembharie.

We have hed an incvease of 6 7new members u 1976 - 35 of whon

have galned full membershlp and been very active members of
the glub.
Activities: Tha support ¢f members given to club activities has

begn very good, The clut had 22 caving trips last year.
dJeurnai: 1976 =aw only ovne issue of cur lournal comming forth.
It is cur jeournzl and ii needs the support of every member 3f it
is to be successiul.
Ovexrall 1976‘h35 been an excellent tear. In closing T would like
tc thank these members who have given both myself and the club
their zuppori. Thanic You.

Louise Bilger.
DEDICATION - FPhillip Coburn Killed 5.12am Tuesday 18th,\Jan,
16772 aged 23, e

Well dear friend it may seem strange that this Newsletter is'

-

written to you, os you will never read it. As the lasht newsletier
it should be dircctedtoward you.
I krow that you wod't mind others reading it to.

=

thet you will =ecgicve, 1T felt that
3
& s

P\ .

and for having baen assoplicted with you Phili, during your short

'._J

Your pessing has wrougat sorrow to many, many ps p

307
pcople whose Lives are nuoh m9re enriched for having known you

though rewarding Llife you hove achieved what most people would- take

nony norrcl lifotimes to do. You stili nad so much to live for

though, and %the world would he 50 muck better off had you fullfilled
your normal 1ife. Toere would not have.boen, on that ftrain, ‘
ancthex pesrson morc gualified, capable, or williang to help and "
assist fellow possengaxrs, than yourself; yet you were not even \\
ziven that copportunity. 1 know I speak for everyone when I say

that the mourntoins wiil seopm o little lonlier now without your
gocd cheer and lnspiring way of life. W will allways cherish
the many Tonéd menories you hove provided us with over the

I perscnally find 1t diffioult %o imagine life without yrur
1t wili take sor: time o become used o it, if

SYeT. YOUu were Lthat kind of £riend.

ET cur meeting T will be nmoving that we aoply so have The
Bouss 2t CilsDien dediceied 1n your nae, afterall it wgs alwoys
Froitl*s Place and will kvow seen cmpty without you.
Farowsrl deay fyricad; Greg.



PRI . RIPORTS -
Tuglow 26 th- 27 th Juns 157,
Members present; 5 Richaxd TL, ¥ Udburn, T Colecorn, I
L Bileer.
Aim; To survey thres caves found on prevuous trip.

We drov~. into

there. They kept on zoing and we cvaught @p with them at
of Tuglow Bluff. "Two Whoo. Drive Doatsun®™ I'n not so shiro, must

have another look vadurmeath

After an ear lvsigh we tregeed up and set ofi surveying.
cave was Mconmilk T4: t2tal length of vassage B M. A surt

traverse wes then pilsited t2 Wombat cave, thue thiree ouf

o

being taggcd 6, W”Y, ead TR, Thae squeeze nto tac
ber was o

gould exterd the esve. Thy Suave Trer TG o ue BNy

S IO

i
Next morning we surveyed ot2ricll 75 T19. &6 thon went

Window save for a lrtoz frowid and To shww thu C1LnYs
volilce connection Ui Fiilcw “aia.

Cliefden Fist Jwmic = 2md July 576,

Members presents P Oehamm .n, G Midleyw, d Blager, I 8l

J Cutimings, 4 Cumnmirgs. O Cupmicgs, i Cimminge, + ™owe
T Matthews, B Richwwed.
Visitors; R Sparkss.,

Aim: Exploration anc

Saturday stiarted guiic well withk tha temperature aheve

lest

The river was extrems.ly ceoid 1. feslinz be

T
about Bm. Taplow Mozo Zppears ¢ b
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wack way through Shooters Hill
arranged camping spel only ue find Xarl, Luvisce., and Terry
the top
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liefden mud. We procosded os far as the Raiiway tunnel
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Bendethera 28th - 22th August 4976.

Members present; K Biijerd TL,; L Bilgery T-Coleborn, B Skinn,
P Hedger, G Cummings, A Cummings, J Cummings,

Visitor; J Charley.

After an eventfull trip in with the Datsun we arrived at
where we thought the limestone outcrop was at 12.30 pm.Saturday.
Some time later it was decided this was not the right place
and set about locating were the caves really were. This later - joetti
objeetive was achieved at about 4.00 pm.

Tea was partaken of and a hardy group went back to see if t'.r
they could locate any caves ,this prooved to be a difficult
task and only two caves were found a dig into a rockpile and
BD 2 Efflux Cave.

Sunday mormning we left early as the Batsun front end was
not it's usual self after being attacked by Barry's Landrover
on the way in. Due to this the trip out was a little slow but
we made it alright and continued on honme.

K Bilger.
Yarrangobilly 141th - 12th September 1976,
Members present; i Bllger TL, L Bilger, T Coleborn, B Skinn,
P Hedger, J Hedger.

We arrived at Yarransobilly Village about 2.00 am. and set -
up camp. More snow fell during the small hours of the morning
adding a little to the snow already on the ground.

Breakfast ov.r we headed for the Guides office to check
in and find out where to locate the caves we could visit. We
arrivedat Castle Cave at ~bhout 1.30 pm. and spent the next few Uk
hours exploring and photu. raphing. This cave has some very good
formations which range in colour from almost clear to red/brown.

Being keen zavers we went back that night to see Harrie Wood
Cave although nrnot as big as Castle tis is quite a good cave
and a large number of photos were taken.

Sunday morning saw-us in Jillabenen Cave for some more
photography.

‘ K Bilger.

Hollanders River 25th -~ 26th September 1976.
Aim; Exploration south of Budthingaroo.
" A few small caves .cre found but in general it was a
disapointing weekend. f



Wyanbene 2nd-3rd—-4th Octcbr~ .° /€.

Aim; Exploration, . -

Members present; E:Bilger TL, L B{lger,'B Skinn, P Hedger, T Ellis,
P Sammut, R Ellis :

Visitors; J Hedger, R Ellis. T Mil.er.

Saturday saw us underground at 9.30 am., we went into the, old
tourist section. Aloy of time was s,:nt here exploring and takigg
photos. We then went up through the Keyhole to continue aur Qearch
for something new. All passages as far as the Watercrawl were looked
at, Several areas of good “ormation were found and photographed..

Sunday we were back 1. :he cave at 8.30.am., continuing on from
the Watercrawl we again looked at ail leads z:d found a lot of cave
not previousley known to cur club. We went as far as False Ceasars

on this trip.

Monday we decided to hav. ..nother look at any passages in the
area up to the Keyhole and : 1though we pushed all leads nothing
was found and so ended a gcod weekends eavins,

X Bilger.
Cliefden 23rd - 34th Octohe - 975.
Aim; Photography.
Some of us had alook at a possible dig Saturday morning but
had to call a halt di> to a “ack of digging tools. We then went over

to Mollongulli to ha - . lock at the Barrier Shawl with thought to
cleaning it which wa “tamptad with some succesful results. After
this we had alook at “he Nazgal again on the way out. Whilst nege
otiating the squeeze the ecrth £ill started to coll-pse no
injurles occured excer” 0 "lerr™g.

Next morning Barry ZXari narc = 1f went back to clear all the
offending loose dirt and rocks - o try and meake this area a

little safer.
Cliefden 30th - 31st C L.aexr 1775,
Aim; To continue the ‘iz and ° .ok at Main and Murder.

" Unfortunateley the 4z d 1 10t » far so we did some more
trogging till the rest of the m » ' ~rived, we tThen headed of to Main
where we visited most pa..=s . 2e cave . '

Iater we had a loolr iri > Murder and sent th: new chums off
around the maze and sat . <« and watched them go r und several times.

Vext morning we heed=d over to see Boonderoo returning after
lunph in time to meet the others corring back from their attempts
to find a2 dig that woula .- somewhere. )

% Coburn;fﬁ



Ben T2 Fooittya] = ey e TN & - A papy “Themisseaas Y
Pate 290 n —~ 2ZETH T-dvembor 429

Adims Secial YWoaskeud

Saturday all comvergeq 40 Lhs eais Yailgse of Cercegy, woneuhed
With mgey tThcvsrnds 07 pechlie Eop 4 very negorable dg;

arnie ghd won opns oF the

members and isiicers tuck port in the
best period dxo

ha highligut of the day was the

belwacn the bushrangers and the loc ak frnor

renactiantc <1

treoper. Ugmy ¥56 Bace &% n Gully ouvcside Caxcoax

Sagdey woe ol roft Soddes Suliy at 9.30 an. , for Clisfden Home~ .
Fotnsyettidne fog WPrelic"hv thu ladfdé**

L
i
;

8 X

stead - Logmovy «pieg

who lL“'¢A-:?TLﬁ,ﬁp'ffﬁ
Robhexy oot e hiwlatds Ja td g
the Belubulg Fivax
first hime ean PEL:L e sosm 3 the

‘q30'sn pr “old- ruln
izt upposite T:vlcw Magze

CEVE. Su¢ nown boomevaad ynish ¥ laspecied zaves bock th the

1840's srd s evill verry aunh .8 1t was last ¢enturys The

1ny

ladlss bayve oo licted miny arznifipens Whlsh 270 ba g4ow. in Thae

apers Shoatlas < ¥:04k DReRs dotag

o P Lo

each year.
Vesaw the bulls: azive in e window hozrds where J4ohn O'Meally

3 F e e & i awl e - - - i s34y e t=s ¢ -y ey Ay am . 1 Mo - .
Fired the wazniyy shode 2h the sorwvedt was singing tho el -

2
G
.
{

:
i
o]

:
ot
;

;
:
&)

»
(o
2

L

arches cf
deterred then Irva ¢nterias the wailmpressive
aen 'y fhisk Thel % ir sropdiexther oy far

i s R T o (B, nf g ot N kol
CaV2S o WVILY QR S9FE SIS SRECETS S 3RRIen

TONeMbETS & ToW.oNa ATENT ernlUTande. and. 5 LT

G Fomaiils
Abercrombie 414th —~ilaoh Py.ruary 1976.
Aims To eglliagt i Tog Wofs. oad photography .

A SR ol A Ea :
Members prosint; <088 L 00T everyone.

L ey e d Uh iy gmne s R A o i o G, 2 53 = e 1 1z erdi
_-E‘J.._f-v" . .»._....1!; L. SO I ks T i ¥ as 2l et 0 _".", Lk 4 g T2 B iy 'GAEOE. LT <E%q
. e o T Ny . G RS 41 o - - F. i} o - (R % e 1
numbezrs oa Lha batsn. Leawhs e perty ot the enbysmoe = snnll
oy g = Y = = . - T - 1 424 4
20 i G _f_.._;_ W s s A 1= 23 7 A N Y Tl AlsT Ll L Sl

eI
=¥
vl
e 2
=5
i
=<
i
-

’
-
:

)
)

f
¢
ot
144
i
et

5]
=
&3
e
5
Sl
2
p
1
1
!

i
'



T T — ""*—-—.__‘J__,_f“'_—‘—-—-——‘——-—._..—-
Later we headed over t =74 2hoat halfway down there cppears Lo

to have been a movement and w2 couldn't go any further as the
passage is blocked.

Sunday Paul made scas movie wita the help of a group of ham actors
disguised as speleos. the reosults of which we hope will be good.
Jenolan 27th — 28th larch 71976.

Aim; To further expiore J 58.

Members present; A Faoirweather TL, M Sammut, P Sammut, A Cummings,
G Cummings, J Cummin.s, I Bilger, B Richard, L Baker, M Treharne.
Members left camp at “2.45 am. for Wybirds lake cave. We split into
two groups the first going into Wybirds the other going into J 58
This cave links up with Wybirds Main via a very low river paséage.
Two passages lzad off to left and right the one to the left is the
connection to Wybirds the other leads to another chamber with mud
floor and clean walls ceiling. There is a passage leading off to

the right again and 2 slope of zbout 45 deg., at the top is an openi-

-ing which gives acocess %2 another chamber about 20 ft. down. In

this chamber is a sinkhcias. choked with mud which has enlarged
since the last time we woxroe here.

crossing this sinkkecle 12 15 £t further on there is a hole going

two ways. The passage on tho izading back to the 45 deg. z
inoline, the right lecdas in 5 roundcvout way baock to the 20 ft.

pltoh.

On leaving J 58 we n:t .2 wittiic cther party who reported that
Wybirds main waa flocdod. Withuiis information uy party wauted to
see the lake. We headcc bLaci LU wveld in heavy rain .

Sunday the group decidad to chock out the firebirall inti Tuglow

. via Kanangra. The Kownung was about four feet higher than normal.

Np attempt was made to talz afour wheel drive ~cress.
3 A Fairweather.

g\

f/ybllanders River 8th -9tL April 1676.
“ A

i

im; Explcration.

Wembers present; L Baksr 7L, P Coburn, B Richard, G Powell, P Hedger,

D Cavey, S Smith, J Andersow.. T Coleborn, K Bilger, L Bilger, B Skinn.

o)

(fter the arrival of Greg ws headed off towards Budthingeroo Trig.

On route we found 2 new tTire trall running north to south and after

studying Dunfhy's map and PLiil's =ep, consuliing the compass we

decided the trail could zwing west further on. Ve pontinued oa in
this direegtion for & while it as the trail still headed nor¥uh we

docided tc zut throuzh the besh 2ad heod west.

A I



After a Jong Like up bixllhand down dmle and a near mass
rebellion we arrived finally at the Hast Tollanders Creck. ‘e
followed this onto the junction of the main river.

We climbed thrcugh some rough country and at one point we
had to ¢limb up a sheer river bank. We stopped for lunch under
a clump of trees where we found our first outcrop. This was a = 11
small outcrop supporting a wombat's hole running through it.
After lunch we followed the river down to where the Budthingeroo
Creek joins Hollander's River. Here a large outcrop was fuond
undercut by the river. The party then spread out ot search for
bits and peices which took about an hour or so.

Being late in the afternmoon we gave it away and headed back
to the cars via a spur. |

L Baker.
Abercrombie 22nd - 23rd May 1976.
Aim; Bat barnding.
Members prescut; B Pichard TL, I Bogg, L Baker, K Billger,
L Bilger, T Coleborn, M Sammut, P Sammut, B Skinn, M Treharne,
J Cummings A Cummings, ¢ Cummings, A Cummings, G Fairweather,
A Fairweathsr, T Matthews, T Ellis,
Visitors; G Hurst, L Hurst, I Wood, C Cahilty.

The trip wos held after a lecture on bats and bat banding
at our Friday aight metting. LEverybody arrived Saturday morning.
We trogged up for the inlcresting and educating bat banding
trip that was to follow. The party was split into small groups
one going wit! ITan Wood to learn what we could about the banding
of bats and the other groups proceeded to check other caves in %’
the area for further colonies of bats. The only bats found were
in Long Tunnel Cave and over the weckend 50 bats were banded.
These being:-+

20 females,
3C males,
Saturday night a slide show was held at Mike and Nita's.
. B Richard.
Cliefden 29th - 30th May 1976.
Aim3Explcration ond Photography.
Yembers present; * Coburn TL,.L Bilger, C Miller, B Richard,
T Coleborn, G Powell.

Things got offtn aslow sturt Saturday morning. Ye proceedad
down to the Belluhula River, it was so cold despite being 11.30
am. that there was 2mm thick sheets of ice across the water

Toug Lo : B s . SR e WE R Bes S
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Jpon loeoting--tis wp11?*eu+rﬂn{ﬁhud*Yarraw&gahﬁme«ﬁnxmeeﬁgﬂh___ﬂ,,:: w
—in-via-a-sgueezy suvction ingluding g #42Q deg.-corner. Terry... —
dropped into.a-hole Lelayed on oll our tapes-tied togethexr. He o
ended up dropping out 2f a hols in the roof. of arlarge~cha@bez,.
about 6 m. off the floor. A plaintive cry was heard quote-¥Bleecp |
Bleep gpt a bleep ladder" unquote. We all climbed inth theZQhamber .
-and -~started to explor> taking photos as we w ent. Greg fouhdithe ¥ to taw

way to the lower entrance. Tarry Loulse and myself cdntinued \to
take photos. Next w=s to try to locate Taplow Maze, guess what w.: sti
we still havn't found it. '

The temperature =t 41.00pm, that night was -3deg.C’and wggt “AE 1;3\f°1

o~ down to about -7 dez

.o

warmed up to —1 deg,C with a king frost.We went into Main to %ry‘

i overnight. At 9.00am, next morning itihad.

.. some PF 4100 flash bulbs, the resulis should be very interésting. 1‘|
From here we went up to helictite Wall to show Terry who had not M
seen it before, more photos bheing taken. T

Quote of the trip: ¥Woke me up at 10.00z or 410 deg C which éveri' 1

- comes” first. by Gres Powcll. P Goburn. ;

' Bungonia 12th - 14tn Juns 1976. e |
Aimy General Ceving. g\ ‘

Members present; P Coburn TI, K Bilger, L Bilger, B S Kinn, T Colebnrn\\
P Hedger, T Ellis, Eildis, R eliis, D Ellis, T Matthews. 5 Cummings, ‘\
. \

VisitorsymE Miller,

With enthusiasm risin

B8 practice cliffs to
-Karl, Graham, Terry,
an unreal abseil and
but_onlj got as farve
no longer burn so we
sglf'jumared back un
/f/ﬂnurs to belay the ot
very cold and caused
back at camp.
Wext morning we =
of the 8ShaleBand when

igkson.
g mith the temperature we headed for the

sort out jumnars and to teack people to absell.
Feter. Tony and =nyself proe-eded to Drum, thils
surs bears climbing down a2 ladder. Ve continued on
3 tbe 20m. pitch, at this point & metch would
dz2oided to head back out. £arl, Graham and my-
the %0m. pitch. It took ancther two and a hdlf
22r four up the ladder. The iadder rungs were
some problems, and a cold we* party that arrived

B 24 we onlt got as far as the bottm

at uf

O

wa anntuanitered bad ailr &nd hoed Hte turn around.

A hard time was had getting the packs up through the rockpiie. ""hile
on the way out thers were 2 couple of rockfalls neither causing any

injuries.
Later s~me of us
as far as they conld

wen.v down into Grill, Karl, Tthel and Peter went

until ther werz turned back by bad air near the
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( . Bungoniz TSth 1 3tn Sz ptsmiber 1976.
Aim; To %cach some scouts to cave.
| Members present; T Ccburn, G Powell, + sundry scouts.
This provza t0

&
|

he & very hectic weekend. With people comming

=

l and golug in #nd cut Oof

caves everywhere, on Saturday we saw
Argyle, Grili, Tugsil, Hollands and Odyssey. . S
‘ . Sunday sav us & ll off into the Gorge to have a look at the
(I area in genera’.. 1L was a very pleasant walk.
P Ccburn.
' -Phis 1s & short 2xtrest from Phil's Snowy Ski Tour Trip with
the 18t Rotarz Vantursns ard Rovars.
| Date; 30 — BZ7b.~ 5 - 2 - TE. ;
" Monday; We «ll arvived wi Jindabine and had to camp out as
‘1 the scout hell wes full

~Jiesdey; Practice Ly ot Dowd Horse Bad.

Wednesdayi We skicd ©° Haiaans Hut, o very eventfull trip.
b Thursdsy; The westh:® Ab.s Haa poermil we to earry ouF Jur Plans
e Ab 5 o .
e arnd the day w. 35y e ressd Bhe awt.
Priday: foptiny.d —er frin 50 "i Josiushe ol reuched the T0P.
Ther on H0 IF Towigesd oTtde The s Laler Auine BEubs retiivred
. for anothsy Hiaby o0 SOuiithns Fel.
’ Sapurdey; Baek b2 thredbu or return ths skis and peel for home.

‘ Camped the night nldur Larberra.
_Banday; Finishod aur Journey homs.
g i Cobuzrn.
’ f While or holidays ol Cothunsrabran is <uly 1976 Phil and Carrol
//;;ﬂ“‘visiied Toe Piilles Swntstons Caves which prooved 9 ho very
'1 Interssting Th: cawes cre in on cutoerep of rask on the Lep of

a hill o~®ir the &lddlis of the Tlllaga Scrud aree. The outcrop 1s

- )

] about JFkms. ia cirzunisrence and about 15 te 25ms. thick. The

gaves ars around ihe outsiage Tt i thougut Lhet tae cevos wexe

i formed Yy waves Lopning oZLinsi the roek when the are: wes undsr

= o o T e A F otz e e T, Vi vl o2 o T S ; L - 5 oy -
the Gyeat A¥tesliom Jaias. Phis 1o tholugzi T4 have ¢aueed taz
[ G 4 28 SOBESTORTE -

‘ grrosion mes
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THE SPELEO BUSHRANGERS

by Greg Powell.

Now be honestnwith yours:g ’ can'fou think of a Eave'system in
NeSoWe that is not associated with a bushranger? If these evil
doers had banded together to form a Speleoc Club it would have
been the biggest and richest that the State has ever seen.
Howevexothey did all their caving alone gr;imysyedingroupsiandran
I doubt whether they would have gained membership to A.S F
anyway. They had atrocious safety records.

Lets now examine the exploibs of some of these Speleo Bush-
rangers and to keep it brief we will refer to them as B.M.S.C.

( Bushrangers Mutual Speleological Club).

We will begin with our o0ld faithful James McKecown ( whom
Jenolan Guides will quickly refer to as an escaped convict, not
a bushranger) who explored the open arches at Jenolan in the
1830's, His caving career was short as he was soon evicted by
James Whalan, Perhaps McKeown should have applied for a permit
for the weekend. His grave is said to be at Hazelgrove mear 'g,
Oberon though as yet I have not been out to see. éu&’:ﬁ
We must leave Jenolan now as it's future becomes far to 1lawg:
abiding and travel across the ranges to Abercrombie, the ha T'

of many a bushranger,

History tells us that Ralf Entwhistle and his Ribbon ga
fought it out with the 39th Regiment around the Arch in No
1831, Three:of the gang were shot and the remaining ten w’ ¢
captured after three days when their ammunltlon ran outo_ ,
were hanged in Bathurst in February 1832, The icg irons o:j#
display in the Arch date from thls time. So ended the longe:

I can find no reference to the fact that Ben Hall. used S

visited the Abercrombie Cavces Nk,
. He had friends in the: ﬂbercr_ b“

woeag s



Hardly a place for any self-respecting bushranger to try to
stay concealed and a bushman such as Hall would never let himself
be caught in the natural cnclosed trap which is Abercrombie Caves,.

However 1€ any bushranger of note ever used the caves to
advantage it would have been Johnny Piesley whose " territory" was
The Abercrombie area. He ranged in the late 1850's teaming up
with Frank Gardiner for a few famous shootouts with police in
the Abercrombie areca. If Piesley used the caves, it would only
have been for a short time as he was caught and hung in 1862,

Assuming then that Ben Hall avoided the Abercrombie "traps®
and was not going to be caught like Entwhistle, we will follow
him back across the Lachlan Plain where mail coaches crossed,

"Ben Hall permitting", In his own Weddin Mts' he used sandstone
and quartzite overhangs for shelter and storage -but did he use

limestone caves?

In the Bungonia Book a reference is made to the, possibility
of Hall, Gilbert and Dunn using those ecaves in 1865,but as the
book suggests, this is doubtfull. They were not in the Goulburn
area long enough to use the caves., PFurthermore the area was
unknown to them, the péliﬁa were close ( in a matter of months
all three would be dead) and the unknown terrain at Bungonia
would not lead to a safe getaway if the police did close in on
them there. Besides they were not up on S.R.T. and they had
forgotten theitr ladders this time.

Earlier in 1863 the hooves of the gang's horses clattered over
limestone, at Cliefden, when the gang was raiding in the area.
The caves at Cliefden and Walli are not the type that would be
attractive to an outlaw. They were hard to find with small
entrances and a little close to Carcoar and the "traps". Even
old William Montaqﬁe Rothery the owner of Cliefden who was tied
in a chair while bushrangers enjoyed themselves at his expense
never entered the caves. Perhaps the early miner / settler
cavers were attraced by the large open arches such as Jenolan
and Abeecrombie, which resulted in the early popularity of
these areas and not others.

The Nelungaloo Caves near Parkes have the distinction of being
called Ben Hall's Caves,"The Iachlan Tourist" writes " The legend
suggested that Ben Hall frequented an Inn on the Forbes-Bogan
Gate road and that this escapé route, if strangers were sighted,
involved horses tethered in Goolbang Creeck and a swift ride
upstream to a cave, The legénd also suggests that Hall rode into
the cave mouth from the creek and that the cave could be negotia-
ted for a mile underground, ,

3



S.U.S.S. who have been working in the area have been unable
to prove this legend and although the caves are near where Ben
Hall was shot, the area ig & 1little bit too far north for Ben Hall
to have visited too often, But who knows, As George Knox, the
Superintendent at Abercrombic Cavesputs it, " Of Ben Hall we are
sure of three things only. Where he was born, where he lived and
where he digd. A1l ‘else is mere speculation.® Not a bad policy
to. remember, ‘ecspeciall¥ in relation to cave areas,

. Moving now toc other areas we find reference to a man called
Glover who was said tobe a member of the Hall gang ( I f£ind no
reference to this) and planted gold in the Cooleman-Blue Water-
holes area. i

At Timor, The Main Cave is supposed to have "F Ward 1885"
written on the ceiling. Fred Ward was the name of Captain :
Thunderbolt, New England Bushranger who was shot in 1870, YES 1870,

 While another inscription in carbon onthe ceiling in Cleatmore
Cave near Braidwood reads " T Clarke 1862", The Clarkes ‘( one was
Tom )'roamed this area befere turning to bushranging., As a
bushrangers haunt Cleatmore Caves are 1deal. The Clarkes were
hanged in 1867. The inscription may be ‘genuine though the style
of handwriting does not look old. However the fact that the month
and year are given adds to it's authenticity.

The Hunter Valley bushrenger " Jewboy " Davis is said to have
stored his loot on Pilchers Mountain. There are caves at Pilcher's
Hill, near Dungog. Where you ask??

Well maybe they caved, maybe they didn't. Whatever the case the
legends will continue to grow and facts will become as foggy as a
pair of spectacles in Main Cliefden.

We do kmow however of Bushranging Speleo's which are active

today either collecting loot from tourists before a cave inspection
or after a speleo trip in the form of trip fees.

References; _ ‘

Timor Caves - S.S.S. 1976. wild Colonial Boys-F.Clune 1975.

Bungonia Caves - S.S5.S5. 1972. Abercrombie Caves Reserve Tourist
Snowy Mountain Walks - Geehi Club, Department. 1970.

1971,
Jenolan Caves - B.Dunlop - 1969.
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EQUIPMENT HANDLING AND MAINTAINANCE

With the accent on safety in caveé, it is a must that whe
club equipment be handled with care and kept in first class
conditions;

ROPES : .
Ropes must be subjected to close and detailed inspection after

use for wear or damage. External wear is signified by slight
burring of the fibres, this does not weaken a rope as much as
internal wear and damaée. Internal inspection may be carried eut
by gently opening the strands of the rope and examingng the inside
for wear or damége due to abrasive particles such as sand, small
robkslect. If there is intermal wear it is a warning of age and
weakness.
Wear or damage can be minimised by careful handling,i.ee.j;=-

1 Do not tread on the rope or allow rocks tc fall on it,

Ensure that suitable packing is used to prevent rope from

contacting abrasive surfaces. _

2., Ropes must be protected from corrosive chemicals and

fumes.

3. Do not leave ropes emposed to strong sunlight for long
periods. '

4. Never dry a rope near a fire or expose it to extreme
heat.

5« Pack the rope in a bag to prevent damage during transport
underground. '

6. The ends of natural fibres ropes should be whipped to
prevent fraying.
T« The ends of nylon rope should be fused together,
8. Ropes must not be stored wet, they must be dried in a
cool airy place, hung in loose loops. '
9. A rope which has been subjected to a severe shock, undue
stress or shows evidence of wear or damage MUST NOT BE USED
AS A LIFELINE, it showld be destroyed, or alternatly it
should be clearly marked as being unsafe.
10. Knots must not be left in ropes as damage may result.
LADDERS ; "
Ladders must be subjected to a periodic examination for damage

or wear. This may take the form of external wear, internal friction
corrosion or abuse.

External wear can be reduced by protecting the ladder from
abrasion on rocks.

Internal friction is more important than external wear and is
harder to detect as 1s corrosion. After use the ladder showld be

thoroughly cleaned before stoginge.
5



Wear may be minimised by;- : .
1. Avoiding reverse bends whidh are detrimental to the wire.
2e Keep ladders and traces clear of corrosive substances.
3. Protect ladders from sharp edges.
4. Wire rope ends must be properly secured tc prevent fraying.
De Never climb ladders wearing boots having nailed soles or clip
type fasteners.
6. ILadders should be carried in protectiwme bags.
T. * ILadders should be stored in a well ventilated place.
8. Frequeﬁtly check attachments and rung joints.
9. Ladders subjected to severe loads or stresses should not be used.
NOTE: If there is any doubt about any equipment refer to the equip-
ment officer or safety officer. '
MAINTENANCE OF IAMPS AND BATTERIES:
Provided that the lamps are given reasonable maintenance you

should receive long and satisfactory life from them under the most

ardaoous conditions provided that the following procedures are

carried out;-

Te Never use alamp for more than 9 hours without recharging,.

Ze Top up with pure distilled water with the battery in an upright
position and only filled to the bottom of the fill line.

3. For best light output bulbs should be changed every -three months.
Adjustment of the beam can be achieved by screwing the bulb in
or out in the holder.

4. Any lamp not in constant use should be cycled 9 hours discharge
and recharged.

5 To place lamps on charge; placce lamp on the charging key and
turn counter clockwise 180°!

6. Tamps should be topped up and given one cycle of discharge and

charge before putting into scrvice.

NOTE If there is any doubt whatsoever about the condition of our
equipment, please refer it to our Equipment Officer or Safety Officer
for ratification.

REMEMBER ¢ - We have an excellent safety record within the club =
LET US KEEP IT THAT WAY:




Australian Caves and Caving.
by Wolfgang Kahrau.

Australian National History -Vol 18/6 June 75?
Special Issue on Australian Caves. :

Australian Speleo Abstracts Vol. 1-8.
by S.S.5. & A.S.F.

Australian Speleology 1971.
by A.S.T.

British Caver
Vol. 56,57 & 58.

Bungonla Caves.
By S.S5.S. Ocecasional Paper. No.4.

Communications.,
by S.5.5. Occasional Paper. No.1.

Exploration & Speleogecography of Mammoth Cave, Jenolan,
by J.R.Dunkley and E.GsAnderson.

Film Catalogue.
by Sports and Recreation Service.

. Guidebook to the Caves of Southea$$nrn New South Wales and
Eastern Victoria.
by Re.S.Nicoll and J.B.Brush. & CAVES AROUND CAMBERRE. by
J N,Jennings,

Karst. ( An Introduction to Systnmatic Geomorphology Vol.T.)
by J.N.Jennings.

Jenolan faves Historical and Preservation Society.

Occasional Papers:- Ne. 1., Steam Cleaning of the Orient Cave.
No, 2. Discovery of Imperial Cave.
No. 3. Disdoverw of Barralong Cave.

Mount Etna Caves.(1970., 2 editions ).
by UeQeS.S. .

Mount Etna and the Caves.
by Ellery Hamilton-Smith,

National Geographic Society Magazine-June 1964 Vo0l.125 No.6.
Explore America Underground. -

Potholing and Caving (a know the game book).
Don Robinson.

Papua New Guinea Speleological Expeditione.
The report of the 1973 Nuigini Speleological Expedition
in the Muller Range.

Single Rope Techniques ( a gulde for vertical cavers.).
Neil R.Montgomery.

Phe Caves of Jenolan 2, Tho NOrthern Limestone.
- by S.U.S.S.

The Romance of Jenolan Caves (1933)
by W.L.Harvard.

The Underground Rivers of Peerto Rico (2 copies)
by G.J.Nelson,

Speleo Handbook 1968.
by A.S.F.

The Destruction of Qld. Caves.-
by U.Q.S.S.

Mini Conference - Mudgee —(Paper).
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SPELEOLOGICAL PERIODICALS IN B.M.S.C. LIBRARY.

TITLE:
Aragonite

A.S.F, Newsletter.
Bermagui Caver.
Calcite.

C.C.0,G. Journal
Grothadda.

CEG.S.A . Newsletter.,

C.E.G.S.A.
Cave.

Descent.

Down Under.
Evil Sevac.
Explorer.
Helictite.
I.5.5. Newsletter.
JeS.5.5.
Kalori.
Labyrinth.
M.S5.5. Journal.
Nargun.
Nuigini Caver.
Oolite.
P.S.G.Bulléton.

Quaver.
Spar.

Speleograffiti.

Southern Caver.

Publishcr:

St George Area Caving Team.
Bound Vol.1,.

Australian Speleological Federation.
Bound Vol.1 & 2.

Bermdgui Spelecological Association.
Bound Vol., 1.

Highland Caving Group.
Bound Vol.1.

Campbelltown Caving and Outdoor Groupe.

Cave Exploration Group of South Australia.
Bound Vol.1.

Annual Reports. 1971-1976.

National University Speleological Society.

Bound Vol.1.

Orange Spelcological Society.
Bound Volei.

ﬁniveraity of Queensland Speleological Soc.
Bound Vol, 1 = 2 & 3.

Endeavour Speleologlcal Assoc.
Bound Vol.1.

Central Quecnsland.Speleological Socicty
Bound Vol.1 & 2.

Journal of Australian Cave Researeh,
Bound Vol.1 - 2 - 3.8 4,

Tllawarra Speleological Society

Bound Vol.1.

Journal of Sydney Speleological Society
Bound Vole] =2 = 3 = 4 = 5 = 6 =7.

Blue Mountains Wildlife Comservation Soc.
Bound Vol.d.

N.S.W. Institute Technologye.

Bound' Vol.1.

Metropoliton Speleological Society.
Bound Vol.1. '

Victoriak Specleological Association.
Bound Vol. 1 2 2 - 3.

P.N.G, Cave Exploration Group.
Bound Vol.1.

Blue Mountains Speleological Club.
Bound Vol. 1 & 2.

Peninsula Speleological Group.
Bound Vol.1.

MacQuarie Unviversity Speleological Groupe.

Unive. of NSW. Speleological Society.
Bound Vol, 1 =2 = 3 ,

National Univ. Caving Club.
Bound Vol.d.

Southern Caving Society of Tasmania.
Bound VQ]_.¢1 .
8 ..



Stop Press Original Journal Of S.S.S. Bound Vol.1.

S.U.S5.5. Bull i Sydney University Speleologieal Society,
Bound Vol,. 4 - 2 = 3,°
The Very Latest. Camberra Speleological Socictye.
; Bound Vol.T.
Trog. . Kempsey Speleologieal Socicty.

‘Bound - Vol,.1.

The Western Caver. Western Australian Speleological Group.
Bound Vol. 1 & 2.

LOST OF MAPS HELD by LIBRARIAN 1977,
Endless Cave, Kincumber., Long Section of daylight Chamber._
Surface Traverse of T4, T16, T17, T18, & T19. Tuglow.
Waterfall Cave T19, Tuglow,
Wombat Cave, T16,.T17, T18, Tuglow.
Moonmilk,K Cave, T4, Tuglow.

Dip Cave, Wee Jasper. _

Signature and Punchbow] Caves, Wee Hasper Cave Area.

Caves South of Braidwood, Sketch Map of Area.

Bendethera Caves, Areca map ( sketch).
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WHERE B®HE ACTION IS... and one for the potholel
Back to the caveman 1life clambers Alan Hubbard.

( EXTRACT fro? "High Life", a British Airways magazine dated -

Only the British could celebrate the Queen's Silver Jubilee
be disappearing down a hole, the deepest one they can find., All
being well, the Union Jack will be implanted this summer some
8000 feet under a mountain kxnmown as Kuh-e-Shahu just to show
fhét anything Sir John Hunt can do on Everest in Coronation
Year, members of the British Speleological Expedition ean do in
reverse. _ ‘

Kuh=-e-Shahu stands somewhere in Iran, and it's subteranaen
roots might reveal cave depths down tc the 8000 ft., which, if
plumbed successfully, would almost double the distance consid-
eréd the world record set in the French Pyrenees.

The leader of the 20-strong expedition, Richard Stevenson
30, from Priddy, in Somerset, says. they are doing 4t all for
Queen and country. "When we realised this was Jubilee Year,
it occured th us that as someonc had already climbed the highest
mountain, appropriatecly enough in Coronation Year, the only
place to plént the Union Jack was in the deepest possible cave
we could find." As a by-product, the team (average age 26) will
carry out scientific reasearch ,if requested, and will also assist



in a BBC film on blind cave fish.
- All members-of the team are leading potholers from Wales and
the West Country, and this expedition is just the tip of the

stalagmite as far as the sport-= for that is what it is considered -
is coneerned in Britian.

It“is génerally récognised that cvery weekend, more Britons, p
pro rata, are concerned in morec sports and leisure activities,
than any other nation on earth..The fact that we are often quite
as good at whatever we are doing as the others is relatively
immaterial, |

For the accomplished speleologists, however, the performance
of our intrepid lads in Iran will have a sort of World Cup quality
of anticipation about it. Por once, if we hit rock bottom, won't
we have done well, ‘ _

- Extract from 'High Life'. M.Sammut,.

000000090000000000

, ~ TRIP REPORTS:
Ygrrangobilly 29th, BO%h'January, 1977.
AIM; Pamiliarisation and Photography. ,
Members Present; K.Bilger TL, B.Skinn, T.Coleborn, L.Bilger,

We all arrived Friday night after an uneventful trip. Saturday
we checked in at the guides office, Then set off with map and

directions to find Y5O0.

About 4.00 pm. that afternoon accompanied by much bad
language, we gave up looking and went back to Cotterill's.
Sunday we were back to the guides office’ for more directions to
Y50, After another 2 hours scrub bashing, we found the bloody
cave, what a relief.

The next problem was the gate, if anyone thinks "Odyssey" gate
was good wait till they sec this one. Anyway into the cave, it
consists basically of one large chamber and contains an astounding
array of formations. Then comes theV"Hill"™ which has to be climbed
to reach the ear, '

Monday dawned bright and sunny again, Terry had a bad toe, so
Brien and I went to. have a look at Y5, a discription of which is
in one of the A.S.B. Newsletters. WE did not see the high level
as we didn't have time to look for the way up to it, but what we
saw was very good. At the end of the cave is an active stream
entering so we climbed up to see where it was coming from, It
runs out of a small hole in the wall, The climb down was a hard
one as one was generousely assisted by gravity, and a lack of
handholds.

On the way back to the entrance we discovered two forms of
life in the water in the cave, but, having no containers to
collect specimems in, we left this till another trip. At the
Entrance we'stopped to wateh the lizards, which abound' there,
for a while, then headed back to camp to pack for home, which
we did after returning the keys and maps to the guides office.



ABERCROMBIE 12tﬁ

P

~yAim; Social Weekend- Annual General Meeting, =
£
Saturday night after thc moutlng a fancy dress party was held

\?* “costumnes being restricted to period costumnes off the. early days

w“ugf Abercrombie. A prize was awarded for the best costums.

Iater a wine tasting was held which almost turned into a
drunken orgy. Prior to the wine tasting some movie film tak?n
on-previous trips-waswshown , also some slides were showne ™

P.Sammut.

BUNGONTA 26th 27th February, 1977

Aim; General Caving, _ : i,

Members Present K.Bilger, TL. B. Sklnn, v Coleborn, L Bllger,
J .Cummings, KTUummlngs, G.Cummings, B.Ric¢hard.

This started as a trip to Bendethera, was changea to Wyanbene
and due to some heavy rain and a flooded river ended as a trip
to Bungonial

People continued to arrive at all hours till Saturday: dawned.
We split into two groups, Brien, Terry and Myself to:do B51~16
using SRT and the rest to do some photography in Grill. After
4 hours in B51-16, we climbed out being unable to f£ind the
connection from 51 to 16,

After lunch we assaulted the cave from B16 entrance to try
and locate the connection this way, which we did after some
hard work. Meanwhile the others had spent the day looking into ew
every hole they could find in Grill.

After tea the"keen members® decided to have alook at
Acousdic . The big pitch is not hard to find as it is well named.
We rigged the pitch from a large rock in the middle of the
passage and proceeded down. At the bottom of the pitch there is
a short walk to another drop about 6 metres down, we decided-
not to go any further on, so back up the pitch, a good e¢limb,
and back to camp after only two hours underground.

Sungay morning saw us off to B24, again SRT, except Graham
and Peter who were going to ladder ocut. A very small quantity
of CO, was encounted at the bottom of the Golden Fleece Pitch,
but ggt no worse further down.

We went to the botftom of  the Shale Band then up into the
new. section for a quick look, then we headed oute

After derigging the pitches we headed back to camp after
5 hours underground, packed up and headed home.

K.Bilger.

FIELD DAY AT THE_PORTALS_ . 20th March, 1977..
Members present. T ,Matthews, Tony & Donna Ellis, Paul & Angela
McKendry, Carol Mlller.

It was 2,20pm before we were all there, ana everyone was eager
to. get started.

The afternoon was spent practising belaying and ladder  climb-
ing and learning to abseil and jumar for the newer members,
Although only a few members turned up and a lack of equipment,
no one could have asked for a better day.




CHURCH CREFK + }Lmq'" "KOWMUNG HIKE. — 4th. 5th, 6th, March, 1977.

Members Present; G.,Powell TL, T.Matthews, K.Bilger, G.Cummings,
V1siTors: - D.Remme, R Etherton, J.lark,

Although it had been raining for two weeks before this trlp, _;Q_
it was decided to go ahecad with the plannod expedition and hope B
for better weather.,-

Raln fell all the way to Jenolan Caves whero chocolate blscults‘
were consumed in the Grand Arch, while rain fell heavily outside
and the mist rolled in. The final leg of the trip to Kanangra Walls
was also done inthe rain and mist.

After changing a flat tyre we set off across the Kﬁnangra Tops
at 2am Saturday morning, At this time the rain stopped and the mist
llftea to #hveal the whole area brilliantly 1lit by a full moon, .-
Mist.swirled up out of the gorges as we sloshed our way across the tops
with the track winding ahead like a silve® ribbon,- Torches were not
neceded to find the way. We passed the Kanangra Trig and descended to
the Coal Seam Cave to spend the remainder of the night.

When ‘we awoke, the mist had rolled in again but began to clear
as we descended the long ridge over Bullhead Mountain ‘and Cambage
Spire to the Kowmung. This route is gradual until Cambage Spire is
reached then it drops very sharply to the Kowmung gorge, sometimes
over sheer cliffs, Care must be taken.,

As anti01pated the kowmung was in flood so we had ,'well
deserved swim, pitched camp on a grassy flat near the gunctlon
with Christy's Creeck and had lunch,

A sudden heavy thunderstorm sent us scattering for cover bub
it soon cleared so we decide@ to walk up the river bank to sece
if we could cross 1t anywhere to get tc the caves. We walked to

the Church Creck junction but found the river impassable with
very deep, fast flowing muddy water all the way. 2

On the return to camp the sky cleared to a cloudless blue
and brilliant sunshine was shed over the river oaks, rocks,
cliffs and watef of the picturesque Kowmung River Valley. We
swam and got sunburnt for the remainder of the afternoon and
as a fine mist rolled down the valleys and the sun shed its
last brilliant rays on the mountain peaks towering above us, we
enjoyed our evening meal and sat around the camp fire. The: nlght
was very warm and we wandered along the rocky river bank to watch
the full moon shining silver on the Trushing waters, hen retired-
to bed under a cloudless sky_ i CTERGERRa T L T

STy : nito >
mountain, at the foet of which we had spent-thu nlght, to Bee ..
whether it was passab&@ to trav01~0n its gFest. ..o ; T
Thelr report was f@ wfrom beln& satisfictory.: They had trled

: “.cass, aﬁd hadﬂbben Obilgba to come down,

necessary to dcscon@ bic
were :evident without thé&
Barralliers unsuccess
ended near here.
The ascent.was mogtigrue

LI te&t appaprance of success.""
spibtempt cro! he mountalns

I the,_‘ &ﬁﬂ ,‘"”

Spire but the: v1ew”w%s Angpiyl Rch
1nv1t1ng. v$th”_ﬁ§g;q%;



giter:- towards the walls we stopped now and zgain
san“cf drink that we had stashed, on the way

cattered, cockatcos screamed overhead and the
f water cascaded from the eliffs to the gorges
readed our way along the ridge,. . back over Bull-
‘dround Cottage Rock past the Coal Seam Cave
upion to the Tops. The view was breathtaking, the
yek ntly on the peaksiand gorges td the east to
Cloudmakor Mcuntaln. Below us in the

5 spérienced thls weekend far outpaced the sllght
-d18app01n%mcnt of not being able to reach the Caves because of
E_ the _:_91__ = KI(.]WIDIJ.I],:, ®

) elghth momber was always ev1dent.

- G.Powell,

ZROTE FROM- THE BDITOR :

#X On our next trip to Church Creck, we must open our eyes and
W\ take in some of the beautics of nature. If it is there for
i one member it is there for us all to experience.
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BUNGONIA: SEARCH AND RESCUE.  12th,13th Merch, 1977.

Members Present. B.Richard, TL. C.Miller, B.Skinn, J.Cummings,
_ A .Cummings, T.Coleborm, L.Bilger, K.Bilger,
G.Cummings.

_After a short briefing session on Saturliay morning we were

dmv1ded in to tcams. We werc working with members of St George
Area Cav1ng Club.

Our first exercise was a vertical lift,with a lylo as a
stretcher-out of Grill Cave daylight hole.

The rescue was carried out sucessfully withonly one minor
problem, A Tock was dislodged on the edge of the hole before
the 1lifting took place and it landed next to the patient who
was prepared ready for lifting, but position directly under
the shaft., The lesson to be learnt from this is, move the
patient away from dlrectly under pitches, while the pitech is
belngrlggud.

The second rescue involved a sezrch and access and treat
injury. Gracc Natts, playing the hysterical mate of the injured.
It involved two problems, first to calm down an hysterical mate
and find out the problems, e.g. the condition of patient, where
the patient is located and how it happened. This was a very good
excrcise as the patient was from the St Johns Ambulance, Goulburn
and was made up with various injuries which looked extremely real.

The third exercise involved treating a patient that had fallen
down a crevice and was suffering from a broken pelvis and femur.
This exercise entailed a horizontal stretcher carry through Fossll
Cave, No great problems were encountered apart from the injured
person continually slipping further down the crevice, while being
treated. This was overcome by being able to GLt underneath the
patient and supporting him while the first aid was being carried
out
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The fourth exercise involved a horizontal assist to a
vatient with a badly lacerated leg out of UNSWSS Hole.

This exercise is morc difficult then it sounds. You will
know what I mean if you know UNSWSS HOLE - a2 long wet.
flattener type cave, no more then two feet high with a seven
foot drop in the middle. The first aid on the exercise was
administered and the rescue carried out sucessfully.

Sunday morning was the debriefing session. Theigmphasis
was the need to cave safely because it is extremlyEdifficult
to rescue anybody even from the KOSt simple caves %fter an
aecident. 2 S

S VEN r"IOE’ B“”TE?

TIMOR CAVES - 26th, 27th March, 1977. _
Members present; B.Richard, TL. G.Cummings, L.Baker, P.Sammut.

Arrived campsite 1.30am on Saturday,set up camp then 1nto the

cot for a good nights slecep.

After breakfast we headed off to the Isis river area tc ‘meet
tiie Hills Speleo’ Club.

The first cave visited has been known for some time except..
Zor two new sections which have been dug out, revealing quite
a bit of good clean decoration with onc section containing a
ex%ellent bone deposit. The entrance is in the process of being
gated,

The seccand cave visited is a completly new one which was
found by the Hills Speleo Club and the entramee was dug out
12 months 2go.

The entrance is at the bottom of a 20ft gated rift. Their

t2ilp leader negotiated the horizontal squeese at the bottom

of the rift followed by myself until I stated that I could

not breath, just‘as I was trying to sort ocut why I was not
reeling the best, The Hills Speleo Club leader came flying
through the squceze mumberling " let me out I can't breath. Yes
bad air in a daylight rift only 20ft from the surface, that bad
that a gas lighter wouldn't even light, so this -cave we were not
able to see, but I was told it is very biologically impotant
with troglophiles animals everywhere plus good decoration,’ -

We then procede@ further around the hill tc the Lake Cave
svopping on the way to check their 60 feet dig which looks to
have good prospects,

The lower entrance of the lake cave was negotdafed after
unlocking the verysecure gate. This entrance has been dug through
a rock pile in a small doline that has becn used over the years
as a rubbish dump for building material and farm machinery. At
the bottom of the rock pile, the lake was encountered, then there
was a great deal of discussfion as to who was going any further
( in other words who was going to get wet first). I followed
the hills speleo guide and the rest-of the group followed.
Fﬁitlng wet up to the waist and later up teo the shoulders was

vell worth it, the decoration is exceptionaly good for Timom.
Straw stalagtites everywhere, very active and very clean.

A duck under was negotiated with again excellent formation
and a further 100 ft of passage ending in a square half dry
chamber. The squeeze between the lower and higher level was
nointed out but it being full of water we decided to look a%
'623 top entrance, which is hlghbr up the hlll.

‘%-.,.
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We returned to the surface and made our way up the hill to the
top entrance. Graham attemped the centrance squecze and gate and
decided that discretion was the better part off valour and backed
ocut mumbling something about short legs and getting out again.

I followed the Hills Speleo Leaders down through the gate
and dropped into the final chamber and down through a dug cut
solution tube to the next chamber. Here again confonted by more
wading in the lake type chamber, only this time swimming is
required to view all the decoration.

Both sections of this cave ( upper and lower) are very
important biologically, in the lower scction we encountered small
troglophiles shrimps in the water., and the upper section contained
black beetles which we had tc coach out of the way to enable
progress through the dug section to be made.

Returning to the surface proved a little difficult pulling
oneself up through the 24" diameter steel pipe they have used to
surround the gate. '

couts, to be rescued from the Belfrey Cave. This is part of their

Satureay night we were invited to be vietims for Greg Powell'S
ﬁﬁgiav1ng course which was being conducted over the weekend.

Sunday we joined them for their de-briefing session and pgave
them a short talk on oonservation in caves and safety in caves and
then joined them on a trip through Timer Main.

Leaving Timor amrea around lunch time we headed for home with
a detour to Burning Mountain.

Burning Mountain has proved very interesting in more ways
than one, on arriving at the end of the road we discovered that
a nearby 44 gallon garbagce tidn contained the remains of a number -
of Army ration packs which we scavenged before proceediéng up the
walking track to veiw the natural burning of the coal scams, The
three quater of an hours walk up the mountain was certainly worth
while one, to see this natural phenomemon, the section now burning
Just looks like a scene from Rotorua in New Zealand.

Next time we will take caving gear to explore the crevices
where the coal has been burnt out. Some of these seams have been
6 - 8 feet wide.

The return gourney was uneventful and we arrived home at 10pm.
B.Richard.

"MOUNT WINGEN - THE BURNING MOUNTAINu"

Soon after the first white men settled in the Upper Hunter, a farm
hand named Smar} who was employed at Cressfield Station, just north
of Scone, saw smoke rising amcng the hills to the north-east. He
thought at first that it was a bushfire , but day after day went by,
and instead of moving or dying out, the smoke rcse continously from
the same spot.

g

Smart 1nvest1rated then returned hurriedly to Cressfield to announce
that he had discevered ' a. volcano! In March, 1882, the news made
headlines in the Sydney newspapers, and before long several
expeditions were made to the mountain, named by the aborigines,"WINS
JEN" ( meanlng “flre") to study the supposed volcano.

under the earth that had becn burnlng slowly for thousands of yoars
and emlttlng sulpurous smoke

The mountains is still burnlnt. The fire moves at a rate of about
one, yard each year, its path clearly visible among the cracked,
stepped ‘rocks that ha@ been subsided as the coal seam below them
burns out.
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Perhaps the fire was caused by heay generated by the oxidation
of sulphur in pyrites; perhaps a burning tree fell across an
Outcrop of coal - no one now can say. ; Be

The mountain is still burning and flfty years ago, the smoke
was visible from scone on a clear day, but it is gradually
diminishings A few miles to the south, an eastwest fault cuts
the seam, which is part of the Greta coal series. In the far .
distant future, when the fire reaches that point, the mountain
may cease to burn.

Access to the burning mountain is by a 1l mile walking track
from the new England Highway three miles north of Wingen. A

car parking area is provided just past.the bridge over the
railway line. One theén walks through a gate on the southern
side of the highway and follows the ridge. The track is marked
by red.indicators on trees. There are two short, steep sections
in the first part of the track, but from then on its an easy

walk around the side of the hlll. This walk is through the burnt. -

out area to where the mountain is still burning. The Burning
Mountain is on private property and the lighting of fires or
carrying of firearms is prohibited.

. i ; q]
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Sl 1977.
frm, Gonoral Cavlnh & Phutopraphy_

Members present; K.Bilger TL, B.Skinn, T.Matthews, C.Miller
L.Bilger +-4, T.Coleborn, J. Cummlngs, Alma Cummings, Ann
Cummings, G.Cummings.

Vigitors; E.Miller. . . G

Friday morning after talking to Kevin Parkerm we went into
Eagles Neat with UNSWSS. At the end of the first twc chambers
most of the party returned to the surface while five of us
continued on to Rims End, which was very good as is most of the
cave.,

) Saturday we went for a walk up the river from the tourist
area” to 1L E for the Hanging Spring and the Natural Areh but we
failed to find ei

Arito two- groups. Pour poing into’ Re&toration

Sunday we split:
Y50 for p%otoyraphy and five going into Harrie Wooa also for
photography. i :

. Monday four of the group from Harrie Wnou trmp on Sunday
went into Restoration for some further photography. The rest of
the group went for a tourist trip into Jersey Cave. .-

On the way home we went to "Talbingo Dam" and P




ABERCROMBIE: 28th,29th May, 1977. -
Aim: Survey in the Northern Iimestone.

Members present; B.,Richard, P.Sammut TL, B.Skinn, G.Cummings,
.powell, (C.Haywoed, N.Haywood, ) visitors., T.Matthews.
.Anderson,

Well to start off we arrived at Abercrombie at 12.30am.

Abercrombie the country of the WET, WET, WET, weather,

However,Friday was the start of an eventfmll weekend for
Barry.

To start with Barry burnt his arm while :putting anti-freeze
in the radiator cf.his Landy. Then came a $15.00 fine for blind-
ing a coppcrs eyes with his driving light on the LANDY. Then
while undoing his campervan at Abercrombie he nearly chopped his
finger off. He then drove off in the LANDY without disconnecting
the campervan electrical socket from his landrover. THEN QUESS
WHAT? He then backed the Landrover into the campervan and broke
Two tail lights. Then he decided he shouldn't have ngfgthés
weekend and went to bed, ¢ - gz#%ﬁ

2L Several set off to do some surveying in the Ardﬁ}%@fﬂr Knox
while cthers explored a few small holes in the area §& n8

S
gHE‘Brien, Greg, Barry and David went to have alook at Rabit Trap

while Ted, Graham and the girls went to have a lcok at Stable.

Everyone left for home at 3pm that afternccn except Barry, Brien
and myselffl. We helped to repair the Iandy's wiring for Barry/

P.Sammut,

o L

CLIEFDEN -WALLI ¢ 23rd,24th, 25th April, 1977.
Aimg . Exploration and photography .
Meteorology,

Members present; K.Bilger TL(Walli) T.Coleborn TL(Cliefden)
L.Bilger, B.Skinn, R.Holland SSS, R,Holland SSS, L.Baker

L.Anchor SSS, S.Anchor, T,Ellis, A.McKendry, R.Ellis, D.Ell
T.Matthews, ;

WALLI

Three hours was s@ent in Piano Cave. Wrere the temper
Humidity were taken. '

Date; 23/4/77  Time 11am. CAVE; Piano @ave. :
Air Temp outsides 56 F Air Temp, IN cave. 61°F, Water:
Fumidity; 6% - :

Date; 23rd/4/77.TIME: 3pm. CAVE; Oolite/Stovepipe.
ETR‘%EM?. OUTSIDET 61°F. . ATR TEMP.IN CAVE; 566F.
HUMIDITY; 92%. _

Area trogged around Pianc Cave an
of any new caves. ¢
Oolite Stovepipe system explored £
calcified tree roots in upper sectign

CLIEFDEN;

BOONDEROO: Four members entered Cl 3 and made their way to the sump
to clean the white flowstone that had been covered with mud. There
wasn't a lot of sucess as mud would have to be dug out. Will take
shape object next.time to clcan mud out with.
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MUD ON FORMATIONS is UNFORGEVABLE, so if wec are to continue to
see our caves 1n thelr natural beauty. PREVENTION IS BETTER
THAN CURE. . '

Molongulli C1 69-C170.

We proceeded to Molongulli to give the kids some more.experience
at laddering. After setting up the pitch at Cl70 entrance Bob then
Louise went down and found that thermin had caused some more
colaspe, making the entrace very dangerous. So we decided to go
back and have a look a Tetanus Cave near the house. ‘-

I went down first and found myself standing on a pile of RUBBISH
at one end of 2 medium chamber. Bob came down and we explored the
leads at the far end. None of them go very =g far, sc we went out.
Some cf the decoration in the cave could have been excellent if
left as nature made the cave and not USED AR A RUBRISH PIT. In the
middle of some rubbish at one end was small collection of Oolites.

o _T.Coleborn,
g A

CLIEFDEN _.MAIN CLIEFDEN.

§é§é~£éz;W-Fﬂéaded straircht to the Beoct Room where some party members
spent some time in photography. Then to the Gong Room for our search
of the Noonameenah Connection. Only one small low passage scemed to
fit the description given to us. Even this appears to lead nowhere.
Some¢ connections we found to the Iaural Room and many cther grottos
filled with water and crystals lead off the Main Gong Room passage.

. - The Main Cavern was followed for about 100 meters with still
more to go. The migration was begun to Helictite Wall via Laural (mud)
and Elephant Anus. Here more phctography, while others inspected the
crystals in the lower parts.

- A set of larger passages opens up above the crystal
sump, They are well decorated with flows and shawls, brilliant
against the red mud. The full extent of the Main right hand
passage remains unkncwn, but it reaches high into this right
hand wall area. ’

- Some members ventured as far as the slopy rock area
and the Crystal Room above it. A return was made directly via
the short cut to the Boot Room.

SUNDATE ¢ Glimpses of the Main Chamber were taken as we eclimbed
rapidly to the Boot Rocm. On the way to Heldctite Wall a passage
in the ripght hand wall,in the vicinity of the Elephant Anus leads
up in a similar way and with similar decoration to the one in the
right ‘hand wall at Helictite Wall mentioned .in Saturdays trip (
Connection of these two caves ig likely refer to Map).

- .On the slopy rock and then to the crystal room and passage

to the Apparitions. In this area a jreat deal of time was spent
photographing. ‘The mud of this area is sadly being spread right
across the white Flowstone and pool crystals in the old stream
passage. A view undcrneath the false floor where poocl rims Cross
the path, is worthwhile to see the hugh white crystals. Many of
these ‘are over 15 cms long (6%) with smaller calcite -crystals
springing off them, : _

¢ Raymond and Dion wént forward to ferret out the multitmde
of passages in the Apparition Areds:They found a chamber new to all
of us. It is large and V shaped ( refer to Map) It is long with ’
beautiful canopies of colcurs from white, fawn, orange to the deepest
red and brown., Pools of crystals are sct into the flows and helictiter
Worlh memtioning are the one we called the Horses Heads. A higher

passage forms & T at the end of thisgchamber. PO
1 g g




The roof is particularly beattiful., where clear stalactites
cover it evenly and contrast with vidid red shawls.and flows, !
hole in the floor leads to a pair of crystal pools, {(The Main:
Chamber)has pools of water accescible fromit to each side of
the main floor. A low duck under leads to a smalTeI extention
with similar though drier formations.

We returned to fully explore all the: passages abound the
apparition area, then back tc the Gong room via Laural Room,
Here we searched again for the supposed Noonameenah Ccmnection
without success and returned directly to the surface via the
Boot and MAIN ;A"MBTRc

MONDAY; TRAPDOOR. Cl.4. _

“A 100ft of Bluewater rope proved to be a preat assistance to
those less steady on thefr feet, speeding up descent and return
ascent of the tunnel.

The cave was fully explored by ferrets and ‘mountain goat types
cf members. Spirits held high while we all slid down various”
mud lubricated flowstone slides and gained in group singing
leas *by the junior chorus in ¥ Iittle Peter Rabbit’.

We emergeu to_clean . up. inthe piven

TETSHaS
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'GLIEFDEN . T4h,8th May, 1977.
Aim; Further Explorationn

Members Present G.Powell TL, B.Richard, L.Baker, T.Matthews
 WLEITis, | .LI1¢L, C.Miller; D.Dial, E Kln,, P. Sparces, Gouummlng
B.Skinn, J.Anderson, A.lMcKendry.

 Visitors; D.Carey, D.Barlow, B.Iumley, C.Haywood, H.DiXon, I.'_.I.-:-xcef-,f°

Réport:

7

For 'a change clear autumn weather prevailed for the entir-
Cliefden weekend, “and the above ground scenery of trees .glowing 1a
autumn gold, *1vallnd the scenery to be found vnderrroujd Yet down
below ve dli 0o _

Sq‘ardayafcernoon we spent exploring Maln Clle en for anuy
possible new extensions, though none were found, as wﬁll as
photography in the Main Chamber. An electric generator was carricl
- down to the entrance from the top of the hill and cables were
dragged through :to the main chamber, By placing the two lead ligh's
in different p031t10ns, quite ‘spectacular effects, were produced
and so the ‘cameras were active., The best effects were achieved when
the lights were hidden from view and only their glow was allowed
to illuminate: the formations. Mahy of ‘the’ "Ordinary™ formations at
the opposite end of the eavern to the "Giant Stal" were revealed
in a new light, so to speak, especially those high-up towards the
”celang. ' i
- We then explored the cave past Helictite Wall to the end of
the pussaﬁe beyond the "Ghost Family" and into Thu rockfall area
beyond the "caleified boot®.

S
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Sunday saw trips to Trapdoor and Murder, while Robert Ellis
and Mark Dixon dug steps to the Trapdoor entrance to make the asseent
easier. On Sunday afterncon the main reason for the Cliefden trip
was carried out. Phillip Coburns memorial board was installed on
the wall in the hut. This depicted photo's, newsclippings and text
on a red felt background covered with perplex. This will now be on
view for all future visitors tc Cliefden.

Later some members walked down the creek behind the hut
to the Belubula. I cannot reccommend this walk toco highly to all
Cliefden visitors. The mammoth rim pocls and flow stones in the
creek cannot be adequatly deseribed herc. They must be seen to be
believed, preferable in good sunlight and in winter when the
willow leaves don't hide the size of the rim pools. The Belubula
can be reached in less then 1 hour of casual walking.

Most members left on Sunday, while some stayed till
Monday morning and visited the Rothery Sisters at Cliefden
Homestead where they were presented with some coloured photeos
taken fthere during elubs visit last November. The ladies were
most appreciative.
G.Powell

YARRANGOBILLY: 11th, 12th and 13th June, 1977.
Aim; Further exploration. ) o

Members present;
K.Bilger TL, B.Skinn, T.Matthews, G.Cummings.

Visitors; J.Charley.

Report;

Saturday after checking in with Allen Norman, and check-
ing up on e caves we could visit, we headed up the Castle track
for Harrie Wood, where we spent abocut an hour. Next was about two
hours in Castle. The difference in the two caves was appreciated.
We then went back to Mill creck to locate and explore the swallet
Y29, about an hour was spent locking around in here. Quite abit of
photography was indulged in during the time spent in these three
caves. On the way back to camp we had a look at Y10 doline.

Sunday morning we were alittle slow starting, it may have
been due To the cold, everything but the running water in the river
was solid ice, that included tents, sleeping bags ect. Anyhow we
eventually got underground after inspecting and photoTrephlng the
ice at the entrance. About 5 hours was spent exploring the Y10, as
far as the extensions from Strawhaven Chamber, we also found the
new section being surveyed by U.N.S.W.S.S.

Having been ask to, we looked at the possibility of
gating the cave, This would be a difficult task. That night we
had tea and slept at Kevin Parkers at Talbingo.

Monday we did a bit of photography in Jillabean. Jack and
myself then went on a tourist trip into North Glory Hole, while
Brien, Ted and Graham did some electrically repairs in Jersey.

We left for home after this, deciding to do a tour through

Cooma and Canberra on the way. ﬁ?
gfi{ B:l.lgrcr .%




JENOLAN: 25th,26th JUNE, 1977.

fim; To select a suitable campsite for the proposed overnight
stay in July.

Members present; T.Matthews, B.Skinn, G.Powell, T.Ellis,
G.Cummings, P.oparkes, J.Anderson, W.Brown, K. Rugg.

Rep ort;
On reporting to the guides office we agreed to check out

Mammoth flat for supposed untidiness and to report on our finds
We found the speleo camping area extremly tidy except for #he
portable toilet enclosure which had been dumped there, It would
be better removed from the site.

Most members abseiled intothe Cavern. The choice of using
the rockpile descent into the Southern section was made for us
since we had missed the forty foot. The trip to Oolite Cavern was
uneventful, but one was amazed to notice tiny seedlings. growing
deep in these tunnels fed only by the energy of passing cave
lights.

The river was extremly low and a trip deeper into the ... =i
Southern Section would have been possible without getding wed

The climb into Upper Colite was led by Brien, who found he
was abit to long to fit comfortably into the sinuous muddy upward
squeeze, This climb must be regarded as difficuly and thif is a
steading factor controlling visitation to the Pisa Room. Only two
parties had been in since our last visit in 1975. Most of us had
our cameras, Many promising shots were teken including some in
three dimensions using Tony's Sd adaptor.

Return was made to the surface via the Rockpile. @reg and
the NewCastle fiellows thens spent an extra hour exploring the
Railway Tunnel as far as the ninty foot drop while the rest of us
ascended on the single rope.

On the second day Brien, Graham and myself went into the
Central Section. The aim was to select a campsite flor the prop-
osed overnight practice trip in July. Water was found in the sand
passage and this would enable us to camp in Horseshoe Cavern
should we wish it. We made our way as far as the waterfall passage
near the'dry siphon' via Skull and Crcssbones, Central Lake,
Central River and the Middle Bit. The campsite used by SUUS in
1961 was passed. The is excellent water here, bt the SLtc is
small, suitable for a party of 4 or B members.

T.Matthews.

CLIEFDEN: 2nd,3rd July, 1977.

Aim; To prepare the site for the permenant attachement of
Phillip Coburns memorial Plague.

Members present;
T.Matthews, R.Sanderson,

Visitors:
C.Kimmorley, N.Haywood, C.Haywood.

Reports

We arrived Saturday morning made the necessary arrangements
with Mr Dunhill and shortly afterwards made our way into Cl 1.
The first thing was to select the fight place for the plaque.
Having done this to our sstisfaction we made our way slowly
into the Boot Room and as far as Helictite Wall.



-

Corbett found caving not quite as he had expected but
never-the-less put up a very determined effort, improcving
his technique all the way. Robert showed true skill at caving
which is not unusual since he has been caving for about 4 years,

On Sunday, Corbett voluntecered to chip the stone required for
the setting of the plaque. The task turned out to be a mammoth one
taking about 2 hours of painsteking, determined flaking. The effort
was rewarded by an excellently sited and well protected, flat
location., However the drilling of holes still mnecds to be done.

A new template and altermative drilling arrangements will be made
hy next tripe.

While this site preparation was going on the rest of us ventured
into Murder cave., This was very muddy, even dangerous at the traverse
beyond the gate. I decided it would be safer to retreat from this
point, so we spent about an hour in the upper ungated section of the
cave,.

Ted Matthewse.

JENOIAY; MAMMOTH CAVE;  Oth, 10th, July,1977.
AIMs To gain experience in camﬁing underground for long periods.
Members present; B.Skinn TL, K.Bilger, P.Sammut, G.Cummings.

i

Reports : -

Due tc some forseen circumstances we arrived half an hour
late at 8.%0am, so after checking in at thenGuides Office we moved
on up to Mammoth Flat and readied ourselves for the trip.

B 10.00 oeclock saw us encrgetically engaged in lowering the
packs - down the 60' entrance pitch, then after we shouldered our
packg,a¥ the hottom we moved on to Horseshoe Cavern saying farcwell
to the sunshime for 24 hours or so.

_ We left our packs at Horseshoe Cavern and continue on to
the next possible campsitc with Paul and Graham going via Central
River .and Karl and myself forecilly lowered down the 90' at the end
of the Railway Tunnel. Finding, That much damage to the packs and
The mud would stop us getting our packs through tc this site. We
agreed to camp in Horseshoe Caverm. But not to be outdone we
continued on through the passage, past the junction and eventually
made it to the Gazora in the north-west passage, whecre we stopped
for a breather then returmed to the Horseshce Cavern for a well
earned dinner.

After eating and resting for an hour or more. Karl, Graham
and myself sauntered off to find the Naked Lady Chamber ( and no we
didn't find cne) , while Paul gucrded the camp from the inside of
his sleeping bage A couple of hours later we returned and pottered
around camp adding the final touches to the campsite, then Karl
spent two or so hours picture taking assisted by myself, while
the others made their tea. :

But by 10.30 that night we were all in bed, satisfied with
the events so far. By atout 7 the next morning we were all up and
preparing breakfast and preparlnb for a trip tc the the Oclite
Chamber. Paul and Graham had a look at the chamber while I showed




After repacking all our gear and cleaning up the campsite
we made our ways towards the entrance by carrying, pulling and
dragging our packs for about half an hour which wasn't easy I
can tell you. But by 2 o'clcck that afternoon we had raised all
the gear and were standing in sunshine again having completed
28 sucessful hours underground. The entry and exit from the cave
was made easy by us finding the lower entrance, saving us

'_'Jumaring.or laddering out, but is this enlarged hole good or

bad for the .cave,

A1l in all, valuakldé sxperience was gained by those
members .present especially me. ranery

e
B.Skinn, % &%
Y - a‘w}
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FIELD DAY AT THE PORTALS. 17th July, 1977.

Aim: Single rope technique for members,

Members present; T.Colebormn, L.Bilger, B.Skann, M.Sammut, . i
K.Bilgery J.Charley, R.Sandcrson, A.Fairweather,

Apologies; T.Matthews.

Report;

The afternmoon was spent teaching Jack and Robert the
various techniques involved in ladder and rope work. Robert
was put through his knots and bhoth he and Jack did their ladder
work for their membership requirements. No SRT Starters showed
up who are participating in the Oddys therefore it was agreed
the Oddysey trip in September, should be changed to ladders,

B Terry Coleborn.

R,
- e
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_Q;"E.g_“ﬁ FOUR WHEEL DRIVE TRIP - CHURCH CREEK; 23rd-24th July,1977.
Aim; Exploration and photography.
Members present; T.Matthews-TL, G.Powell, G.Gummings.

Visitors; Mr K.Remme, D.,Remme,

Reports _

Permission had been granted for a:number of 4WD vechicles
toenter the Yarranderie area, Arrangements having béeen made for us
by Mr Klaus Remme, Klaus, together with son, Dion, and friend
Gregory made up the rest of our party.

At about 12-15am on Saturday we gained entrance to
Mr Langs property .and proceeded to an old homestead "Twin Peaks®
tc bed down for what was left of the night. Morning saw us
jogging at first then four wheeldriving through this truly idyllic
place. it

Just for fun we climbed Mt Yarranderie before lunching
on oranges and more oranges. Then, by sinuous and tortuous trai
to a sort of car park? above the main cave,.

The cave was entered during the afternoon and we spent
bout 3 hours underground. All members-of the party were familiar
with cave except for myself and Graham, The cave presents no
problems even for inexperienced members in any company visiting
the cave. Cave decoration is quite profuse, clean and colourful
in parts. Vandalism remains at a minimum due in part to the
extreme difficulty in arriving at the cave.
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Sunday after another pleasant evening at " Twin Peaks" saw us
visiting the historic mines cemetry and P.0. of the o0ld town.

Return was made via Colong Swamp to Mr Langs gate and finally
through snow bedecked pines to Oteron and home.

CLIEFDEN - PLACING OF THE PLAQUE IN CLIEFDEN MAIN. ${th,31st July,1977

Members_yresent° T.Coleborn, TL. L.Bilger, K.Bilger, J.Charley
R.Sanderggny .G. Powell L.Baker, R. Sanderson, C.Miller, A.Feirweather
T.Matthewse :

Trip Reports /i

The object of the weekend was to place the pluque
for Phill in Main, This was accomplished on Saturday morning.
The attendance on Saturday was remarkable, 10 B.M.S.C., 20 0.S.S.
and appro., 15 visitors plus a couple of others, who had heard
about it on the local news the day before,

sSunday, Murder was searched,for the long lost green
stale. It was never very lost, only slightly misplaced by someboby
who must have moved that section at sometime or other. It was
formation well worth finding. The left-hand branch was also
investigated and some new ( to us) passage was found. After leaving
Murder we proceeded to¥the dig" which still may or may not go. A
word of warniyg next time you come to Cliefden bring your shovel and
your strongest back.

Greg, Rcbert, Lional and Ted left after lunch, so Karl
and I took Jack and Cheryl into ¥arrawigrah for a couple of hours.
It pays to be a micro-hod, when it comes to petting up that chimney,
The youngest of us had no trouble at all.

- " Monday was spent doing some photography in Main and
cleenlnp up the hut. A pleasant weckend and one enjoyed I hope by all.

Terry Coleborn. TL.

PLACING PLAQUE TN CLIFFDEN MATN,

' ple on Main entrance on Saturday -
30th -July, 1977 by members of the Blue mountains Speleological Club,
as a tribute to the memory of Phillip Coburn a fellow friend and
caver,

+JANUARY 1977.
ILL'S FAVORITE CA?E."

Cliefden Main was Phills favorite cave, Not a weekend
went by when we were at Cliefden, that he didn't pay a visit
to C1 1, photographing the Giant Stal in the Main Chamber,
Helictite Wall or the Crystal Room as his slide collectlon,
will verify. yf‘#
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On Saturday morning the 30th July, members of B.M.S.C.
gathered outside the entrance to Cl 1 and commenced the work
of preparing for the plaque.

That afternoon members Orange Speleological Societyand
friends from the Lec Club joined Phill's family and fiiends of
B.M.S.C. tc place the plaque iy the entranve. A camerzman from
CBN 8 was supplied by 0.5.S. to record the event for the local
news.

After the plagque was placed, members of B.M.S.C. took
Phill's family and friends from the Leo club on a tour of Phill's
favorite cave to show them some of the mysteries, which lured
Phill back time, time again to this underground paradise.

Phill will be missed by his friends in the club but I
am sure everytime they visit Cliecfden Main Cave is presence

would be felt. A trip throush Main woulédn't be the same without
him,

L Bllger.

JENOLAN;  27th, 28th August, 1977. y

Aim; Exploration in Mammoth. e
Members Present; X.Bilger TL, J.Charley, R.Sanderson, B.Skinn,

Report;

Saturday

e arrived at 2-15am and checked into the guides office.
We entered the cmve at 10.30am proceeded to Horseshoe Cavern. via

. the 90 foot, then down te Middle Bit, Central River and the Junct-

ion. At this pecint we cxplorecd a sma 11 passage just beforce the
dry syphcon, after this we looked despairingly for the way onto the
Great North Cavern.

Later we retruned tc Horseshoe Cavern and had something to
eat and then headed towards the Southern Section, but on reaching
the 40 foot, two of the group began to get cramps in the legs, so
we made our way out of the cave.

Back at camp we had teaz and crashed into bed.

Sunday s '
We wen% out to Tuglow for a drive, and to check on the numbe
er of people using the cave, there were not many people there.

While we were in Mammoth we checked out the reopened J13
entrace with a view to regating with a lockable gate, a report
was left with J.Culley in reference to this matter.

K.Bilger., ﬁw’
- : 3

YARRANGOBILLY : 1st,2nd,3rd Octobter, 1977.
Aim; Check out Y10 for gating ~nd Photographyg. é
Members Present; K.Bilger TL, J.Charley, T.Matthews, B.Skinn.

Reports Saturua§, 1-10=T7 :
Jack and myself checked out Y10 in respect of

locatlng a suitable p031tlon to (ate lestono Chamber, and Straw-
Haven. : !

This operation would require-four‘seperate devices,
two permanant and two lockable., The permanaiit fixtures would be
located, one in the new bypass to Strawha veﬁ"and the other inthe
dug out entrance to Iofty Chamber.: = -
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. The lockable gates could te located, one in the squeeze
entrance to Strawhaven and the other in the squeeze at the top of the
dirt slope up to Rimstone Chamber. We a2lso took quite a few photos
in the two main areas cof decoration.

SUNDAY; 2-10-T7

The four of us went into y61 for some general caving and
to photograph the lower scction.

MONDAY ¢
"We cleaned up Cotterils and then went down to report to
Allan. We packed our gear Lnd left about 1pm for honc.

-K.Bilger.

 BUNGONIA:  15th,16th October, 1977.
Aim, Familairisation of area.

Members present: B.Skinn, TL. M.Sammut, K.Bilger, J. Charley,
C.MilTer, ﬁ.Sanﬁerson, Ge Poﬁell T.Ellis, R.Ellis, (M.Dixon
Ericka Goodwyn ) v131tors.

Repowet; Saturday;

' After I arrived Saturday morning we set off to Grill

cave basically to show Erika what caving was all about and to

show the other members who hadn't previously been to Grill

- where the pretties once wherc. Nothing exciting happened except

that Karl went into the foul air to sce if he could find any

trace of a couple of blokes who were supposed to be ahead of us.
Only to find a headache for his troubles instead. Assuming the other
two would not have gone past the foul air we procecded to head

out and arrived at>the surface three hours after entry.

After lunch we were attacked by swams of Blowflies in -
Hogans Hole and at the same time we had to endure breathing
large amounts of fime dry dust literally speinkled with airpockets
just to meke it interesting. All the same the two hours spent
underground were most enjoyable. Then after a quite rest in the
sun most of us spent an hour grovelling through UNSWSS Hole
enjoying the narrow confines as apainst the larpger caves we had
entecred before.

Sunda, 2
' Sunday morning saw us abseiling into B51, looking
Fforward to crossing the Dragons Teeth and worming our way thraugh
the Spokeshave Squeeze, but neither formed any true barrier,
Caro} did get stuek in the Dragons Teeth but Sir Karl lent a
helpinp ‘hand and she was free from the dragons evil clutches,
racing; up over the last teceth and quickly through the squeeze. (Phew)

s

?? Another fiftecn minutes saw us out in the sunshine again
after:d most bnaoyéble two hours underground.

e Sunday afterncon before we left, was spent practlslng
our abselllnp, jumaring and lad’ering tcchnlques on_ the bluff
overlaoking Hogans Hole,

Brien Skinn.
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